
HARVEST FESTIVAL     

  

Opening Prayer 
  

God of our days and years, 

we set this time apart for you. 

Form us in the likeness of Christ 

so that our lives may glorify you.  

Amen. 
 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is gracious, 

For his steadfast love endures for ever.  Psalm 107.1 

Today’s service is Harvest Festival a Thanksgiving for Harvest, not just 

of the crops we have grown but for all the many blessings of our lives.   

We will also be celebrating Harvest with a live service at St John the 

Baptist Boylestone this morning.   Our Harvest Hymns are again 

provided by voices from the Choir of St Martin in the Fields.  

Hymn  
Praise to the Lord, the almighty, the King of creation;  

O my soul, praise him, for his is thy health and salvation: 

come ye who hear, 

brothers and sisters draw near, 

praise him in glad adoration. 

 

Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth, 

shelters thee under his wings, yea, so gently sustaineth: 

hast thou not seen 

all that is needful hath been 

granted in what he ordaineth? 

 

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work, and defend thee; 

surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee; 
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ponder anew 

all the almighty can do, 

he who with love doth befriend thee. 

 

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 

All that hath life and breath come now with praises before him! 

Let the Amen 

sound from his people again: 

gladly for ay we adore him. 
Joachim Neander (1650-1680), Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878) 

 
Sung by St Martin’s Voices. Music: CC from The Church of England.  

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-

NoDerivatives 4.0 International License.  

To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/  

 

Thanksgiving 

Let us give thanks to God, 

the God of all peoples of the earth. 

For the colour and forms of your creation 

and our place within it, 

For our daily food, for farmers  

and for all those whose work and skill 

bring your good gifts to us, 

 we bring our thanks, good Lord: 

All your mercy endures for ever. 

For the gifts and graces inspired in human minds and hearts; 

for insight and imagination, 

for the skills of research 

which bring healing and fulfilment to the lives of many; 
 

For the light and shades of the changing seasons, 

and their variety and dependability; 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
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for new life and growth out of barrenness and decay; 

 we bring our thanks, good Lord: 

All your mercy endures for ever. 

For new hope and strength in our communities, 

especially in your Church and among all you call to serve you, 
  

For all in whose lives we see 

goodness, kindness, gentleness, patience and humility, 

and all the fruit of the Spirit, 

 we bring our thanks, good Lord: 

All your mercy endures for ever. 

For the life we have been given, 

and for all those whom you have given us to share it, 

 we bring our thanks, good Lord: 

All your mercy endures for ever. 

Collect  

Creator God, you made the goodness of the land, 

the riches of the sea and the rhythm of the seasons; 

as we thank you for the harvest, 

may we cherish and respect this planet and its peoples, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Amen. 

Bible readings: 

A reading from the Book of Deuteronomy.  
For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land 

with flowing streams, with springs and underground waters 

welling up in valleys and hills, a land of wheat and barley, of vines 

and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a 

land where you may eat bread without scarcity, where you will 

lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron and from whose hills 
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you may mine copper. You shall eat your fill and bless 

the Lord your God for the good land that he has given you. 

Take care that you do not forget the Lord your God, by failing to 

keep his commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which I 

am commanding you today. When you have eaten your fill and 

have built fine houses and live in them, and when your herds and 

flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, and 

all that you have is multiplied, then do not exalt yourself, 

forgetting the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land 

of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, who led you through the 

great and terrible wilderness, an arid waste-land with 

poisonous snakes and scorpions. He made water flow for you 

from flint rock, and fed you in the wilderness with manna that 

your ancestors did not know, to humble you and to test you, and 

in the end to do you good. Do not say to yourself, ‘My power 

and the might of my own hand have gained me this wealth.’ But 

remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power 

to get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he swore 

to your ancestors, as he is doing today. 

       Deuteronomy 8.7-18 

This is the word of the Lord. 

All    Thanks be to God. 

Bible reading:    
A reading from  the Gospel of Luke. 

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region 

between Samaria and Galilee. As he entered a village, ten 

lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, they called out, 

saying, ‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!’ When he saw them, he 

said to them, ‘Go and show yourselves to the priests.’ And as 

they went, they were made clean. Then one of them, when he 

saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud 

voice. He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And 
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he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, ‘Were not ten made clean? 

But the other nine, where are they? Was none of them found to 

return and give praise to God except this foreigner?’ Then he said 

to him, ‘Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you 

well.’    Luke 17.11-19 

This is the word of the Lord. 

All    Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn  Come, ye thankful people come 2v sung by 

voices from the Choir of St Martin in the Fields  
 

Come, ye thankful people, come, 

raise the song of harvest-home: 

all be safely gathered in, 

ere the winter storms begin; 

God, our maker, doth provide 

for our wants to be supplied: 

come to God's own temple, come; 

raise the song of harvest-home. 

 

All the world is God's own field, 

fruit unto his praise to yield; 

wheat and tares together sown, 

unto joy or sorrow grown; 

first the blade and then the ear, 

then the full corn shall appear: 

grant, O harvest Lord, that we 

wholesome grain and pure may be. 
 

Henry Alford (1810-1871) and others 
 

Sung by St Martin’s Voices. Music: CC from The Church of England.  

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-

NoDerivatives 4.0 International License.  

To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/  

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
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 Talk 

Confession 
Let us confess our forgetfulness of the needs of the poor, 

and repent of the ways in which we waste                                    

the resources of the world. 

God has blessed us, 

but still God’s children go hungry. 

   Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

God has blessed us, 

but still the poor cry out for justice. 

   Christ, have mercy. 

All  Christ, have mercy. 

God has blessed us, 

but still we see inequality and oppression in the earth. 

   Lord, have mercy. 

All  Lord, have mercy 

Absolution 

 Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us 

 a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 

 forgive us our sins, 

 open our eyes to God’s truth, 

 strengthen us to do God’s will 

 and give us the joy of his kingdom, 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

All Amen. 
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Intercessions 
 

Let us offer our prayers to God for the life of the world 

and for all God’s people in their daily life and work. 

 

God, the beginning and end of all things, in your providence and 

care you watch unceasingly over all creation; we offer our 

prayers that in us and in all your people your will may be done, 

according to your wise and loving purpose in Christ our Lord. 

 Lord of all life: 

All hear our prayer. 
  

We pray for farmers and agricultural workers, for packers, 

distributors and company boards; as you have so ordered our life 

that we depend upon each other, enable us by your grace to seek 

the well-being of others before our own. 

 Lord of all creation: 

All hear our prayer. 
 

 

We pray for all engaged in research  

to safeguard crops against disease,  

and to produce abundant life among those who hunger 

and whose lives are at risk,  

and to find a vaccine that will protect us all from COVID 19. 

Prosper the work of their hands 

and the searching of their minds, 

that their labour may be for the welfare of all. 

 Lord of all wisdom: 

All hear our prayer. 
  

 We pray for governments and aid agencies, 

and those areas of the world where there is disaster, conflict            

drought and starvation. 

By the grace of your Spirit, touch our hearts 
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and the hearts of all who live in comfortable plenty, 

and make us wise stewards of your gifts. 

 Lord of all justice: 

All hear our prayer. 
  

We pray for those who are ill, 

remembering those in hospital and nursing homes 

and all who are known to us. 

We pray for all who care for them.    

Give skill and understanding 

to all who work for their well-being. 

 Lord of all compassion: 

All hear our prayer. 
  

We remember those who have died,  

whom we entrust to your eternal love  

in the hope of resurrection to new life. 

 Lord of all peace: 

All hear our prayer. 
  

We offer ourselves to your service, 

asking that by the Spirit at work in us 

others may receive a rich harvest of love and joy and peace. 

 Lord of all faithfulness: 

All hear our prayer. 

God of grace, 

as you are ever at work in your creation, 

so fulfil your wise and loving purpose in us 

and in all for whom we pray, 

that with them and in all that you have made, 

your glory may be revealed 

and the whole earth give praise to you, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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All Amen., 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray for the coming of God’s kingdom in the words our 

Saviour taught us, 

Our Father,  

who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done;  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory  

for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
 

May God who clothes the lilies  

and feeds the birds of the sky, 

who leads the lambs to pasture and the deer to water, 

who multiplied loaves and fishes  

and changed water into wine, 

lead us, feed us, multiply us, and change us  

to reflect the glory of our Creator,  

now and through all eternity; 

and the blessing … 

Amen.   
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Freely you have received, freely give. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

All in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

 

 
 The Collect is from Common Worship© The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 2000-2004.      

Other texts are from New Patterns of Worship  & Common Worship: Times and Seasons  Church House 

Publishing 


