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15th Sunday after Trinity 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let 

us pray with one heart and mind. 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of 

your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire with love 

for you; now and for ever. Amen 

Psalm 145: 1-8 

1 I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name for 

ever and ever. 

2 Every day I will praise you and extol your name for ever and 

ever. 

3 Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; his greatness 

no one can fathom. 

4 One generation commends your works to another; they tell 

of your mighty acts. 

5 They speak of the glorious splendour of your majesty – and 

I will meditate on your wonderful works. 

6 They tell of the power of your awesome works – and I will 

proclaim your great deeds. 

7 They celebrate your abundant goodness and joyfully sing 

of your righteousness. 

8 The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and 

rich in love. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall 

be, world without end, Amen. 
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Matthew 20:1-16 

For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 

early in the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. After 

agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent 

them into his vineyard. 

When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others 

standing idle in the market-place; and he said to them, “You 

also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” 

So they went. 

When he went out again about noon and about three 

o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out 

and found others standing around; and he said to them, “Why 

are you standing here idle all day?” 

They said to him, “Because no one has hired us.”  

He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.”  

When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to 

his manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, 

beginning with the last and then going to the first.”  

When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them 

received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they 

thought they would receive more; but each of them also 

received the usual daily wage. 

And when they received it, they grumbled against the 

landowner, saying, “These last worked only one hour, and 

you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden 

of the day and the scorching heat.”  

But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no 

wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 

Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last 

the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I 
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choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious 

because I am generous?” 

So the last will be first, and the first will be last. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts 

through faith, and fills us with his love.  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us 

with power from on high.   

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

The collect for the 15th Sunday after Trinity 

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon your 

Church in the burning fire of your love: grant that your people 

may be fervent in the fellowship of the gospel that, always 

abiding in you, they may be found steadfast in faith and active 

in service; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is 

alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Let us pray to God for the needs of the world. 

Heavenly Father, who values all your children and does not 

judge us based on our ability to work or to produce wealth, 

we pray for those who have no work or whose work is not 

appreciated by those around them. Grant them your 



5 

 

  

reassurance that, to you, they are of infinite worth and loved 

beyond measure. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Christ our example, who cared for everyone and showed us 

that to treat others fairly is not the same as treating them 

equally, we pray for all those for whom life is not fair: those 

who are prevented by the prejudice of others from fulfilling 

their potential; those whose disabilities make places and 

activities inaccessible to them; those whose voices we ignore 

because we do not think their opinions are of value. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Holy Spirit – divine comforter – we pray for all those who are 

sad at this time: those who have recently lost a loved-one or 

for whom an anniversary brings back memories of earlier 

loss; those who are anxious about their own health or the 

health of their friends or family; those whose life has been 

turned upside down by recent events and who do not know 

what the future will bring. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

AMEN. 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with 

confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual mercy; and, 

because without you our human frailty cannot but fall, keep 

us ever by your help from all things hurtful, and lead us to all 

things profitable to our salvation; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. Sustain 

and support the anxious, be with those who care for the sick, 

and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. Amen.  

 

Words to hymns 

1 There's a wideness in God's mercy 

 like the wideness of the sea; 

 there's a kindness in his justice 

 which is more than liberty. 

 There is no place where earth's sorrows 

 are more felt than up in heaven; 

 there is no place where earth's failings 

 have such kindly judgement given. 

 

2 For the love of God is broader 

 than the measure of our mind, 

 and the heart of the eternal 

 is most wonderfully kind. 

 But we make his love too narrow 

 by false limits of our own; 

 and we magnify his strictness 

 with a zeal he would not own. 
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3 There is plentiful redemption 

through the blood that has been shed; 

 there is joy for all the members 

 in the sorrows of the head. 

 There is grace enough for thousands 

 of new worlds as great as this; 

 there is room for fresh creations 

 in that upper home of bliss. 

  

4 If our love were but more simple 

 we should take him at his word; 

 and our lives would be all gladness 

 in the joy of Christ our Lord. 

 

Frederick William Faber (1814-1863) 
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