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It is a most extraordinary year and these 
were   extraordinary months.  While all 
times are a gift from God, these months 
to me were a most extraordinary one. 

A few months ago, a friend said to me “I 
want my life back.”  I suppose we have 
all felt that way:  We want things to be 
the way they were, but they aren’t and 
probably won’t be for some time, if ever.  
The question before us, then, is what we 
do with what we have.  To me, what we 
have been doing with what we have has 
been, in a very real sense, remarkable.  
God has been working in and through us 
in new ways. 

The center of our lives in recent years has been our 
annual sojourn in Taormina.  It has grown from 
one month to two, and this year we were blessed 
with the prospect of three months – May, June and 
July.  The plans were made, the tickets were 
booked, and cover at home was arranged, all by 
the end of December 2019.  We only had to wait in 
great anticipation. 

But, by spring, our best laid schemes, to           
paraphrase Burns, had gone quickly awry.  I spent 
a full day in April cancelling plans, and the process 
played out over several more.  Then, we were left 
to wait.  All the questions arose – Should be wait 
for next year? Would things open up?  Will this ever 
end?  Tugging at us through it all was our strong 
desire to be with the congregation in Taormina, 
which became ever stronger as we thought of all of 
you being left without services and without a priest. 

WhatsApp & Recorded Services 

Alternatives were emerging throughout this time.  A 
strong routine of daily prayer, led by members of 
the congregation, began during the lockdown.  I 
remain excited by the leadership shown and the 
way in which WhatsApp brought us together.  
Even though in lockdown or with limited   
possibilities to get together, our lives became 
even more interconnected, and we were and 
are strengthened by a daily sharing of     
prayers, joys, concerns and sorrows. 

In May, we began with a process of recorded 
and live streamed services, following upon 
what we had been doing at home.  With 
Mary Ann’s very capable technical assistance, 

I had an interesting few weeks         
celebrating three Eucharists using three 
liturgical forms – Common Worship and 
the traditional and contemporary      
services of the Episcopal Book of     
Common Prayer. 

Travel 
We watched developments on the travel 
front daily.  When it began to appear 
that restrictions might be loosened in 
July, we started to make new plans.  It 
became increasingly clear, however, that 
travel from the USA would continue to 
be limited.  We explored every         
possibility.  I made repeated calls to the 

Italian Consulate in Chicago and to the embassies 
in Rome and Washington.   We gathered the forms 
to make a case for entry.  Bishop David provided a 
letter supporting our application, and Susan and 
Norma prepared and translated that  letter and a 
letter from the Church in Taormina. 

We booked a flight through Paris, which seemed 
the only viable option from Chicago.  We arrived for 
the flight on July 2, armed with our paperwork,  
only to be turned back by Air France.  We returned 
home disappointed and began again to              
contact the Consulate since Air 
France was insisting on their clear-
ance.  The next day the         
Consulate responded in a terse 
email saying only that they didn’t 
have to give approval.  That was 
enough for Air France, and they 
rescheduled us for July 4. 

What ultimately transpired makes it very 
clear that nothing is impossible with God. 

Quarantine 

The first hurdle was Passport Control in Paris.  In 
response to a question as to whether we lived 
in Italy, we said we were going there for 
work.  We were admitted to the European 
Union.  Then arriving in Rome, we proceeded 
to pick up our rental car and drive south.   
Susan  reported our arrival in Taormina to the 
health authorities and we began our 14 day 
period of quarantine.  Norma undertook    
herculean efforts to deliver our papers to the 
police, and we felt that we had “fulfilled all               
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righteousness” as far as the        
authorities were concerned.  The 
health authorities called us faithfully 
for 14 days, but no one came to  
examine or question us. 

The congregation was most gracious 
in   caring for us during our time of 
quarantine.  What we needed was 
given to us or ways to obtain it were 
provided.  (We loved the delivery 
services of Naxos Foods, and the 
fact that Giuseppe would haul our       

ever-increasing orders of water down to the       
terrace.)  We knew that there were much worse 
confinements than in the beautiful garden of St. 
George’s Church, with its stunning 
views up the coast and over to Calabria 
(and Mary Ann was afforded time to do 
a lot of work in the garden). It was  
exhilarating, however, to take an early 
walk up to the Corso on the morning of 
July 21, finally set free. 

Services, Visitors & Coronavirus Safety  
While we had live streamed services from St. 

George’s on the 12th 
and 19th of July, we 
were anticipating very 
much our first “live” 
service.  Several of us 
gathered for the      
Eucharist on              
Wednesday, July 22.  
We kept the feast of 
St. Mary Magdalene.  I 
found it appropriate 

and poignant for a number of reasons.  In a year 
that seemed to  deprive us of the corporate        
celebration of Easter, it was a joy to read the     
account in the Gospel for the day of Mary’s first  
encounter with the Risen Christ.  It was also a joy 
to reflect on the faithful and courageous witness of 
the women among the disciples.  We sang some 
Easter hymns as our corporate public worship was 
resurrected. 

Because of other changes in scheduling, we were 
able to add August to our time, and thus,  despite 

the late start, were blessed to have 6 
Sundays in Taormina with             
parishioners.   

Everything had been appropriately 
and carefully prepared for the       
conduct of public worship in the 
midst of the pandemic.  We arrived 

to find  seating properly 
demarcated, sanitizing 
plans and equipment in 
place, and the necessary 
materials to register  
attendees.  We were all 
coping with the         
remarkable idea of    
having to take reservations for attendance at     
service.  After consultation with the Archdeacon, 
we were able to develop a protocol for singing.  It 
was wonderful to hear the sound of joyful music 
even when filtered through masks.  In a sense, it 
was as though we had stripped off extraneous 
things and focused on the core.  Even the altar was 
nearly bare, with only the essentials brought out as 
needed. 

Because we knew we could not 
use our regular printed         
materials, due to restrictions, 
we  prepared a special booklet 
with the text of the service.  
This was available to be reused 
by our regular congregation or 
retained or disposed of by     
visitors.  We also brought     
inserts from home for the   
readings, and, when the need 
arose, we prepared a special 

sheet with the words of the hymns for each      
Sunday. 

It was difficult not to be able to open the church 
and welcome visitors during the week.  That has 
always been a wonderful part of the experience.  
The reduction in travelers also meant few visitors 
on Sunday, although we were always ready to    

welcome them. 

Food & Faith 
One Sunday, we were able to have 
a Bring and Share lunch, and even 
with necessary social distancing 
and precautions, it was such a joy 

to be together after such a  long    
hiatus.  It was wonderful to see new 

friends and old. 

We also had a 
delightful pizza 
evening on the    
terrace with our 
extended parish 
family.           
The conversation 
and fellowship were wonderful, as was the pizza. 
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Bible 
Study 

The month 
of August 
was, in itself,   
extraordinary 
in a number 
of ways. 
Those from 
the         
congregation 
who usually 

travel were home during the month, so we had 
good attendance of the regular membership and 
many opportunities to be together.  We decided to 
have two Bible study sessions during August, on the 
5th and the 19th.  Our very open African 

Bible Study, 
focusing on the 
Gospel for the        
following      
Sunday,      
always leads 

to  interesting conversations 
and new insights.  We also enjoyed the times of       
fellowship on the terrace, though the wind nearly 
carried us away during our first session. 

Ecumenical 
Highlights in the 
past have                       
involved       
ecumenical   
activities with 
Suor Tarcisia.  
While the    
current situation 
has severely constricted such activities, we were 
able to meet with Suor Tarcisia on a couple of    
occasions and also to go to dinner with her.  A trip 
to Taormina would not be complete without   
spending time with this lovely servant of God. 

Technical Assistance 
We made the case in our       
paperwork that Mary Ann’s         
presence was for technical support.  She        

acquitted herself well in 
this role.  In conjunction 
with her live streaming 
work she created a 
YouTube Channel for St. 

George’s Church. Services have been uploaded to 
the channel, and those who were unable to access 

the live Facebook feed could go there to participate 
in our worship services.   Susan and Mary Ann met 
to update the web site A Church Near You for St. 
George’s.  They added additional pages along with 
updating some of the existing pages.  Mary Ann  
also put some  material together and sent it to the 
web manager for updates to the web page.  This  
remains a work in progress.   

Electrical Improvements 
During our last full week, we spent a 
few days with Daniele, the very    
capable electrician.  We are most 
grateful for the improvements to the electrical    
system.  It was exciting to see the pile of now    
disused extension cords.  We are also most        
appreciative of the functioning speakers at the 
gates.  Now, if we can all join together to fight the 
ants who like to dine on the wiring . . .  

Grateful 
The arts are always a highlight in 
Taormina, and we were pleased to 
share in three lovely evenings at 
the Greek   theatre.  Just being in 
that remarkable setting is worth the 
price of admission, but the music we  heard made it 
even more glorious.  Even after falling down the 
steps one evening, I still had an enjoyable time.  
(As always, Marcia was ready with advice and      
assistance on necessary pharmaceuticals, and I had 
nearly recovered from my injuries by the time we 
departed.) 
 

We are most grateful 
for the kindness of  
everyone in the      
congregation, for the 
invitations and the lovely meals, for the               
opportunities to be together, and for the moments 
to share both in your joys and in your sorrows.  
Even in the midst of these challenging times, the 
cycles of life go on, and I sense that these times 

have helped us to share 
them even more fully with 
one another. 

We are already anticipating 
June and July of next year.  
We look forward to having 
opportunities to travel    
outside Taormina and to 

more opportunities to visit members of our far-flung 
congregation in their homes.  We continue to be 
blessed in knowing all of you and, wherever we 
are, we feel very much a part of St. George’s. 


