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14th Sunday after Trinity 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let 

us pray with one heart and mind. 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of 

your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire with love 

for you; now and for ever. Amen 

Psalm 103: 8-13 

8 The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 

abounding in steadfast love. 

9 He will not always accuse, nor will he keep his anger for 

ever. 

10 He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay 

us according to our iniquities. 

11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is 

his steadfast love towards those who fear him; 

12 as far as the east is from the west, so far he removes our 

transgressions from us. 

13 As a father has compassion for his children, so the Lord 

has compassion for those who fear him. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall 

be, world without end, Amen. 

Matthew 18:21-35 

Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member 

of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As 

many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, 

but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
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‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 

slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten 

thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not 

pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife 

and children and all his possessions, and payment to be 

made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, 

“Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” 

And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him 

and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went 

out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves who owed him a 

hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay 

what you owe.”  

Then his fellow-slave fell down and pleaded with him, 

“Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” But he refused; 

then he went and threw him into prison until he should pay 

the debt.  

When his fellow-slaves saw what had happened, they 

were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their 

lord all that had taken place.  

Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “You 

wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded 

with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow-slave, 

as I had mercy on you?” 

And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until 

he should pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also 

do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or 

sister from your heart.’ 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
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Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts 

through faith, and fills us with his love.  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us 

with power from on high.   

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

The collect for the 14th Sunday after Trinity 

Merciful God, your Son came to save us and bore our sins on 

the cross: may we trust in your mercy and know your love, 

rejoicing in the righteousness that is ours through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Ever-present Father,  

• Hear us as we pray for your world; 

• Help us to know how to share your love with those 

around us; 

• Reassure us when you feel far away and we cannot 

hear your voice speaking to us. 

We pray for all those who are suffering at the hands of others. 

• Those who live in fear – fear of war, fear of crime, fear 

of debt, fear that they may lose their jobs or their 

homes or their children. 

• Those who have fled their homes and made perilous 

journeys in search of a better life. 
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• Those who fear being returned to unbearable 

situations, through deportation or because they cannot 

escape from abusive relationships. 

• Those who face discrimination because of their age, 

their disability, the colour of their skin, their choice of 

life partner, their beliefs or any other aspect of their 

unique and special God-given identity. 

We pray for those whose suffering seems to be nobody’s 

fault. 

• Those who have fallen sick and face long and 

unpleasant medical treatment or for whom no 

treatment is possible. 

• Those whose homes or livelihoods have been 

destroyed through natural disasters. 

• Those whose who grieve for loved-ones who have 

died or disappeared. 

We pray for those who have the power to make a difference 

in the world. 

• For everyone who lives in a democracy, that they may 

use their votes wisely and with the needs of all 

humankind in their thoughts as they make their 

choices. 

• For politicians and governments, that they may strive 

to do what is right and not be swayed by mere 

expediency or the desire for popularity. 

• For managers and all those in authority over others, 

that they may act fairly and with the well-being of those 

who answer to them always in mind. 



6 

 

  

Finally, we pray for ourselves, that you will empower us to live 

out your love in all that we do, in the knowledge that you are 

with us wherever we go. 

 AMEN. 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with 

confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Lord God, the source of truth and love, keep us faithful to the 

apostles’ teaching and fellowship, united in prayer and the 

breaking of bread, and one in joy and simplicity of heart, in 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. Sustain 

and support the anxious, be with those who care for the sick, 

and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. Amen.  

 

Words to hymns before and after the service 

1 Lord, thy word abideth,  

 and our footsteps guideth; 

 who its truth believeth 

 light and joy receiveth. 
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2 When our foes are near us, 

 then thy word doth cheer us, 

 word of consolation, 

 message of salvation. 

3 When the storms are o'er us, 

 and dark clouds before us, 

 then its light directeth, 

 and our way protecteth. 

4 Who can tell the pleasure, 

 who recount the treasure, 

 by thy word imparted 

 to the simple-hearted? 

5 Word of mercy, giving 

 succour to the living; 

 word of life, supplying 

 comfort to the dying. 

6 O that we discerning 

 its most holy learning, 

 Lord, may love and fear thee, 

 evermore be near thee. 

Henry Williams Baker (1821-1877)  

 

1 Brother, sister, let me serve you, 

 let me be as Christ to you; 

 pray that I may have the grace 

 to let you be my servant, too. 

2 We are pilgrims on a journey, 

 and companions on the road; 

 we are here to help each other 

 walk the mile and bear the load. 
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3 I will hold the Christlight for you 

 in the night-time of your fear; 

 I will hold my hand out to you, 

 speak the peace you long to hear. 

4 I will weep when you are weeping; 

 when you laugh, I'll laugh with you; 

 I will share your joy and sorrow 

 till we've seen this journey through. 

5 When we sing to God in heaven, 

 we shall find such harmony, 

 born of all we've known together 

 of Christ's love and agony. 

6 Brother, sister, let me serve you, 

 let me be as Christ to you; 

 pray that I may have the grace 

 to let you be my servant, too. 

Richard Gillard (born 1953) 

© 1977 Scripture in Song/Maranatha! Music/Adm. by Song 

Solutions CopyCare, 14 Horsted Square, Uckfield, East 

Sussex, TN22 1QG, UK.  info@songsolutions.org. 
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