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Dear Friends
What’s the point of the Church? It’s a good question,
and one which probably provokes a huge variety of
different responses. And it’s a good question to ask
ourselves at this moment when some kind of
reopening the church building for some kind of public
worship is possible for some people, but not for
everyone.
If we listen to certain MP’s its seemed to suggest that the point of
church is not to meddle in politics (nor anything else of any real
importance) and to quietly get on with its own spiritual concerns
without making a fuss.
Some people are rather glad that the Church is there in the
background and see it as providing a link to a past era in which life
was simpler and people were nicer. The thought that it might have
any relevance to contemporary life, however, that it might have any
real ‘point’, other than as a convenient setting for certain of life’s
rituals, never crosses their minds.
Others wish the Church would just go away. Organised ‘religion’ has
had its day and the Church simply gets in the way of people who
want to pursue more freeform spiritual paths. For them the Church
has no point whatsoever.
Of course those who have experienced Church more as Jesus
intended it, a community of people, seeking to share life with Jesus
at the centre, and seeking to encourage one another in our growth in
experience of God and of living His life, might answer very differently.
We might want to point to the joy of worshipping together and of
sensing God’s closeness in a special way. We might want to mention
our experience of support, of friendship and fellowship with others
who are discovering faith in Christ. We might want to stress the
personal dimension of being part of the family of the Church. Or, we
might want to highlight the public or social role of the Church,
pointing out that we are called by the Bible ‘The Body of Christ’. We
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might want to draw attention to our unique calling to be the physical
representation of Jesus on earth, doing the things which He Himself
did during His own earthly ministry. We might want to talk about our
purpose being tied up with making known the Good News of the
Kingdom in word and deed, helping the lost find their way back to the
God who comes looking for them, helping the broken and hurting and
overlooked find at St Francis healing and restoration and a fresh
sense of dignity. We might want to talk about the purpose of the
Church as a sign and foretaste of God’s coming Kingdom; a sign in
that we are called to alert people to the reality of that coming
Kingdom; a foretaste in that, in our common life and experience, we,
and others, should be able to experience, ahead of time, the new and
rich life of that Kingdom.
Perhaps as we begin to reconvene a physical meeting together,
however partial at the moment this turns out to be, it might be a
good time to reflect a bit more on what form and shape the church
needs to take in our own day and age if we are truly to be the Church
which Jesus has in mind, and if we are truly to fulfil our high calling
and purpose.
In this I know that St Francis is a church where people find faith and
new life in God. I am heartened that we are a community through
whose life and ministry those who have struggled with emotional,
physical and other issues find healing and wholeness and resources
in God to live well. I love the fact that, through the many ministries
we undertake in the community, God’s grace and generosity is born
witness to. At any time, but especially in the opportunities the
present situation gives us (as well as its
challenges!), let us all pray that God will continually
lead us, as His Body in this community, into
a deeper understanding of our unique
place in His purposes, and into greater
faithfulness as we fulfil our calling.
Your friend and vicar.
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WELCOME TO
ST FRANCIS CHURCH FENISCLIFFE
FOR PRIVATE PRAYER

OPENING TIMES

Monday
Immanuel: 2pm -3pm

Wednesday
St Francis 2pm -3:30pm

Friday
Immanuel: 10:30am -12 noon

Sunday
St Francis: 9am -10:30am

INSTRUCTIONS FOR ENTERING CHURCH DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC
PLEASE DO…
USE HAND SANITISER
FOLLOW THE ONE WAY SYSTEM
MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCE AT ALL TIMES
USE ONLY THE DESIGNATED SEATS
BRING YOUR OWN PRAYER BOOKS
PLEASE DO NOT…
USE ANY PRAYER OR HYMN BOOKS
USE ANY PEWS MARKED WITH A RED DOT
TOUCH SURFACES UNNECESSARILY

STAY ALERT - CONTROL THE VIRUS - SAVE LIVES
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.
For the first time in history, we can help save
the human race by lying in front of the TV and doing nothing. Let’s
not mess this one up!
I need to practice social-distancing - from my refrigerator.
While waiting in a long queue early one morning for the
supermarket to open for us ‘seniors’, I was surprised to see a young
man saunter along and try to cut in at the front of the queue. A
furious old lady waved her cane at him, and he quickly backed away.
A moment later, the young man tried again. He managed to dodge
the old lady, but then two old men started shouting at him. Again,
the young man backed away.
But he wasn’t giving up, and soon the young man approached the
queue for the third time. By now, all of us pensioners were ready for
him, an angry wall of opposition.
The young man stood there for a moment, and then shrugged his
shoulders. "If you people won't let me unlock the door, none of you
will ever get in to shop."
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JOINERY
*
*ROOFING
BUILDING

Time served
skilled tradesmen
offering quality
workmanship that
is value for
money.

Building & Joinery Ltd.

Telephone:
01254 607 483
Mobile:
07718 226

CONTRACTORS TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES, DOMESTIC
AND COMMERCIAL WORK, INSURANCE WORK.
23 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Specialists in Bathroom and Kitchen design and fitting for the disabled

H KELSALL

ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS
Domestic, Commercial, Industrial Contractors
Free Advice and Estimates

Rewires, Consumer units, Showers,
Cookers, Outdoor Supplies
Telephone: 01254 208736
Mobile: 0797 372 3954
Please support our advertisers
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WORSLEYS

SPLIT N POLISH

NEWSAGENTS

BEAUTY . PERMANENT MAKEUP . AESTHETICS

NEW OFF LICENC E
341 Preston Old Road
Telephone 201196 for your

Te l e p h o n e : 0 1 2 5 4 2 0 9 0 0 7

Newspapers, Magazines, Tobacco,
Jar Sweets, Greeting Cards
Courteous & friendly service
CARD PAYMENT ACCEPTED

b e a u ty @ s l i tn p o l i s h .c o . u k
w w w . s p l i tn p o l i s h . c o . u k
374 Preston Old Road, Cherry Tree, Blackburn BB2 5LL

V I S I T THE

PROFESSIONAL HAIRDRESSING

Beehive Inn

AT

Cherry Tree

347 PRESTON OLD ROAD
Tel: 01254 201966
All qualified staff
Unisex
HOURS OF BUSINESS:

*

*

MondayClosed. Tuesday 9.30am - 7.00pm.
W ednesday8.30am - 7.00pm. Thursday 9.30am - 7.00pm.
Friday 9.30am - 6.00pm. Saturday 8.30am - 1.30pm

*
*

NORTHERN PEST CONTROL
QUICK RELIABLE SERVICE

07941 370 922
01254 202078

Unisex hair salon
10 Pinewood
Hollytree Village
Blackburn

allison-elwood@hotmail.co.uk

(01254 209502)

Preston Old Road, Blackburn

Phone: 07718 287186 or email: cherrytreepreschool1@gmail.com
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D & J PRATT

SPORTSWEAR
72 New Chapel Street, Mill Hill, Blackburn, Lancashire BB2 4TD
Telephone: 01254 57297
Mobile: 07855 640 699
Email: cricketshopuk@aol.com

COACH HOUSE LIMOUSINES Ltd.

A family run business. Est. in 2004.
Providing chauffeur driven Limousines and iconic Split Screen V.W. Campervans.
Celebrate in style whatever the occasion. Ribbons and Bunting Supplied.
Neil and Jane would
be delighted to be part
of your celebrations
and tailor a package to
suit your requirements.
01254 202774 an d
07710 761 291

More details on our web site:
Please support
9 our advertisers

Blackburn Funeral Services
Ltd. 9 New Wellington Street,
Blackburn
Harry Gibbs and Nicola Hudson offer a
personal service 24 hours a day.
• Homely Environment
• No Call Centres
• Horse Drawn Funerals
• Pre-Paid Funeral
• Private Chapels of Rest
• Covering Blackburn and surrounding areas

24 Hour Personal Attention of
Harry Gibbs - 01254 260005
Please support our advertisers
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Wordsearch for JULY 2020. Answers on page 22.
St Mary Magdalene, the woman with a past
It is
easy to
understand
the
popularity of Mary
Magdalene over the
centuries: she is
the patron saint
both of repentant
sinners and of the
contemplative life.
Jesus drove seven
demons from Mary,
who came from
near Tiberius in
Galilee. Mary has
also
sometimes
been identified with
the woman who
anointed Christ’s
feet in the house of
Simon.
She became His
follower to the bitter
end. She followed
Him to Jerusalem
and was present during the crucifixion, standing heart-broken at the foot of the cross.
Her love for Jesus did not end there, for she went to the tomb to anoint His body on
the Sunday morning. Such faithful, humble devotion was richly repaid; it gave her a
unique privilege among all mankind: she was the first person to whom the Risen
Lord appeared on Easter Sunday morning. She thought He was the gardener at first.
Jesus told Mary to go to His disciples and tell them about His return to Heaven. She
was obedient and became the first emissary of the resurrection. In those days, the
witness of a woman was worthless. Despite ridicule, Mary had the courage to speak
about Jesus in a place of great disbelief.

Mary
patron
repentant
sinners
contemplative
life
seven
demons
Tiberius

galilee
anoint
feet
follower
end
Jerusalem
Crucifixion
foot
Cross

tomb
body
morning
faithful
humble
devotion
Privilege
mankind
risen
11

appeared
easter
gardener
disciples
return
obedient
resurrection
witness
courage

SUDOKU PUZZLE
Each
row,
each
column and each 3x3
box all have numbers
from 1-9. No digit can
appear twice in any
row, column or box.
Answers on page 22.

Have you found that working from home is a pain in the neck? You
are not alone.
Many chiropractors have seen a rise in clients seeking help for neck
and back-related pains. The blame has fallen on makeshift office setups, which can put our muscles under strain.
Many of us working from home end up at our kitchen table or on the
sofa. And, unlike the specially
designed furniture in many of our
offices, a kitchen table or sofa is not
designed for computer work, day
after day.
Chiropractors are also warning that
working from home means a lot less
exercise: with no commuting or
walking around the office at all. They
urge taking breaks to get regular
exercise throughout the day.
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Buttercup! What a delicious name! Rumour has it that, as they were
frequently to be found in meadows where cows grazed, they were
responsible for butter's yellow colouring. So the name was an obvious choice.
However, since buttercups are poisonous and therefore are avoided as far
as possible by our four-footed friends, this is somewhat unlikely. But surely,
we all remember having a buttercup held under our chin to see whether the
reflection proved that we liked butter! The shiny surface of the petals
actually has two real purposes. Firstly, to help attract insects and secondly
to act as a kind of mirror to aid the temperature regulation of the plant's
reproductive organs.
We are fortunate that buttercups do not suffer from the same unpopularity
as other poisonous plants, because if eaten, not only do they taste nasty, but
the poison will also cause blisters in the mouth of the consumer. Extensive
handling can also damage the skin, but presumably the size of bunch that
many of us picked as children did not count as 'extensive'. Fortunately,
Health and Safety experts do not yet seem to have forbidden this source of
pleasure for little people. Incidentally, the poison is reduced as the plant
dries, and hay that includes buttercups is safe for cows and horses to eat.
Buttercups help form the traditional view of the British countryside.
Differing varieties range in height from small to quite tall and although at
their peak in early summer, the golden blooms can often still be seen in midautumn. Jan Struther, who wrote 'Lord of all hopefulness' also wrote a
children's hymn entitled 'Treasure' It starts:
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The Parish Church of St Francis, Feniscliffe

All regular Wednesday and Sunday
Services are now suspended
due to Covid19 virus containment
measures
Notice will be given here when they are to recommence

If you would like to speak to the vicar please do not
hesitate to contact him
Revd David Roscoe
01254 201236
07506 552784
d.roscoe@sky.com

14

St. Francis Church, Feniscliffe and Immanuel Church Feniscowles

Vicar David’s

YouTube Vlog
Search for ‘fenny churches’
on YouTube
The vlogs include Bible readings, prayers and a short
address by David. Also special Eucharist Services.

Subscribe to the “fenny churches” channel on YouTube.
Please like and post a link to others who may be interested.
Also view the Vicar’s daily ‘Sixty Second Slot’.
Plus a weekly video Confirmation Class
Lesson from David.
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; The pictures below were sent in by reader Fred Cumpstey
who remembers the excellent St Francis Scout Group Band in 1984.
Some readers will recall
Practice night was in the
Church Hall on Thursdays.

Shown: The programme for the 1984
Annual Band Inspection by the District
Scout Band Advisor.
The Programme lists band members
in instrumental groups. A list of
future commitments is also shown.
16

: 1978, on the steps of Blackburn College Victoria Building prior to
leading the Blackburn St. Georges Day Parade.
: St Francis Scout Group with band, lead the 1981 Blackburn
St Georges Day Parade. Some cubs round the corner cannot be seen.
1981, St Francis Scout Group, with band, went on to lead the
Blackburn Mayor Procession.
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Fogartys
Insurance Services Ltd.

Motor . Household . Business
e-mail: enquiries@fogartysinsurance.co.uk
Tel: 01254 723088 Fax: 01254 721287

384 Preston Old Road, Blackburn, Lancashire, BB2 5LL
www.fogartysinsurance.co.uk

St. Francis Parent and Toddler Group.
Meet in St. Francis Church Hall, St. Francis Road. BB2
2TZ on Mondays and from 9.00am to 11.00am.
Large play area and a good assortment of toys,
books etc and singing. For children
from birth to 4yrs with an adult.
£1.50 per child, £1 per extra child.
Includes bicuits, juice and a brew. Toast also available!

Wm. ALTY & SONS LTD
A Reputable and Trusted Family Company
Established for FIVE Generations
Three Rolls Royce Fleet
No Appointment necessary for viewing loved ones
Pre Paid Plans Available

Visit Our New Branch
11 Cann Bridge Street, Higher Walton PR5 4DJ 01772 428580 (24 Hrs)
Blackburn Office: Broomfield House, Broomfield Place, Witton, Blackburn BB2 1XF
Telephone: 01254 503240 (24 Hrs) Facsimile: 01254 503241
Email: Website: www.altysfunerals.co.uk

Admin@altysfunerals.co.uk
Please support our advertisers
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Strange times we are living through. The future
consequences of coronavirus are going to be challenging, to say the least.
How will our churches fare when our buildings are allowed to re-open?
One could say that the reasons for churchgoing can be put into three slots,
‘Culture’, ‘Faith’ and ‘Community’. Many churchgoers would probably
recognise in themselves elements of more than one.

It is likely that the ‘old normality’ will not be the ‘new normality’ and this
provokes a few thoughts:

As church people, we must consider where we go from here. The Church,
everywhere in the infected world, will need to know our answer to its call. To
thrive, it needs us back.
21
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Some people have asked how they can get their weekly stewardship
giving to our Treasurer. This is a good question because the current
monthly outgoing is more than the monthly income. The answer is to
phone Treasurer Christine who will arrange collection from you. Tel.
01254 202088.
For the long-term survival of St Francis Church, it is importance to
have
, planned giving. Please think about giving generously of our
time, talents and money to the cause of Christ.
We need money to do what we are here to do:
including continued worship in our beautiful church
building.
Cash poses a risk of infection, so we ask as many of you as possible
to switch to paying your much-needed stewardship contribution by
Standing Order.
The fact is, we need money to survive. Please contact the Treasurer
for more information.
(Churchwardens)
Many of us, during lockdown, have enjoyed making bread;
working with yeast and dough is very therapeutic!

Our Daily Bread
Give us we pray
The bread we need today
Or, Lord, at least
Provide us with some yeast!
We’ll feast our eyes
To see the yeast-dough rise
No fun we lack
When we then knock it back.
Once more it proves,
Then to the oven moves
And then we haste
That nice fresh bread to taste!
By Nigel Beeton
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The last few months has proved a busy time for many solicitors.
Sadly, the added stress, uncertainty, isolation, and changes to daily
life brought on by coronavirus has led to many disputes. People have
ended up fighting their business contacts, colleagues, neighbours and
even family members,
Strangers may also prove a threat. There are increasing numbers of
scam emails, as crooks try to hack into your computer or try to get
you to invest in some get-rich-quick scheme. Then there are those
advertisements for gambling on television. They are disguised as ‘fun’,
but in reality, they are anything but fun: gambling during lockdown can
escalate very quickly.
The lockdown has thrown up some questions: what to do if the post
office is prevented from delivering mail to tenants on an estate and
whether you still have to pay rent for a student accommodation if the
student has gone home. The tenants have a right to receive mail and
the answer to the other question is probably ‘yes’, because student lets are
often for a fixed period without an option to end the letting early.
People are spending more time close together, although in isolation.
This can lead to domestic violence and anti-social behaviour.
Neighbours, tenants and landlords can get on each other’s nerves.
Anti-social behaviour indoors or outdoors is always taken seriously by
the authorities.
Some of us are spending more time in the garden and this can lead
to noticing problems about that tree which overhangs your house and
the branches that bang on the roof in a high wind or the fence that
needs a repair.
Being a good neighbour/colleague/family member is more important
now than ever. It is always best to first talk to people - at a safe
distance!
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31st July
Have you ever suffered from gossip? Ever discovered that people are saying
some really wild things about you? If so, Joseph of Arimathea would
understand – and sympathise with you. This decent, godly man of the
gospels seems to have fired the imaginations of all sorts of odd people down
the centuries.
Joseph was a rich, prominent member of the ruling Jewish council – the
Sanhedrin. Mark’s gospel describes him as having been ‘waiting for the
kingdom of God’ for years, and even being a secret disciple of Jesus. He
played no part in the trial or crucifixion.
When Jesus was pronounced dead, Joseph had the seniority needed to
approach Pilate for the body – and get it. Near to where Jesus had been
crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, cut deep in the
rock. Joseph himself already owned it – and it was still new and empty. So
Joseph laid Jesus there, and wrapped him in a linen cloth, according to
Jewish burial custom. Joseph did not bury Jesus alone - Nicodemus helped
him, while some women who had followed Jesus trailed miserably behind.
Matthew tells us that the last thing Joseph did for Jesus was to sadly roll a
big stone across the entrance to the tomb, and then go away. With that,
Joseph passes out of history - and into legend. For in the centuries that
followed, Joseph was swept up into the Legend of the Holy Grail, the Legend
of Glastonbury, and even bits of the Arthurian legends. It was said that the
Holy Thorn, which flowers at Christmas, had sprung from his staff.
The mind boggles at what Joseph would have
made of it all. One suspects he would have
preferred to stick to the simple, but far better,
true story: as having had the immense, unique
privilege of laying the body of Jesus Christ in the
tomb. Even if Jesus didn’t stay very long.

That’s because growers have faced a labour shortfall, when many seasonal
workers from eastern Europe were unable to reach the UK due to the
pandemic. So instead, there has been a British recruitment drive, targeting
inexperienced furloughed workers.
As Martin Lines, of Nature Friendly Farming Network says: “Fresh produce
may not be as evenly cut as usual, given that people are learning on the job.”
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FROM THE FAMILY
We welcome into the family of the Church;

WED D IN GS: we wish every happiness to:

FUNERALS
We offer our sympathy to the families of those who have recently died.
IN REMEMBRANCE OF LOVED ONES
(Taken from the book of Remembrance for past years)

JULY
2

Dorothy Nuttall

3

Albert Edward Ellis
Frank Ridgway

4

Doris Ford

20 Hilda May Covill 2008

6

Stephen Pugh 2007

21 George Bennett 1961

11 Sheila Joseph 2008

Henry Gregson

14 Brenda Hughes 1992

22 Brenda Bolton 2010

15 John Edmundson Whittaker

25 Martha Williams

16 Doreen Pearl Baker 2013

Margaret Kenney

17 Sarah Eddleston

Margaret Eveline Knowles 1993

19 Arthur Ratcliffe 1963

30 Katherine Louise Westhead
David Shaun Baron 2004
30 Keith Hughes 2004
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WHO’S WHO
201236
Revnd. David Roscoe 732 Preston Old Road
Revnd. Peter Hallett
261577
Mr. L. Ashworth
36 Franklin Road
201041
Mrs. P. Rushton
90 The Crescent
202088
Mr. A. R. Duckworth 33 Gib Lane
Mr. R. A. Parker
21 St. Francis Road 202930
208885
PCC SECRETARY
Mrs. A. Cottam
16 Risedale Grove
202088
PCC TREASURER
Mrs. C. Duckworth 33 Gib Lane
STEWARDSHIP REC.
Mr. K. Thompson
17 Hollin Hall Drive 07926791674
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER. Mrs. Ruth Maginn 18 Arnside Crescent 208782
ELECTORAL ROLL
Mrs. L. Baron
10 Lomond Gardens 200900
MAGAZINE EDITOR
Mrs. H. Parker
21 St. Francis Road 202930
55872
ADVERTISEMENTS
Mrs. S. Stevenson
7 Ryburn Avenue
202930
ORGANIST
Mrs. H. Parker
21 St. Francis Road.
209387
FLOWERS
Mrs. J. Hughes
80 Pinewood
HALL BOOKINGS
Mr. R. Parker
21 St. Francis Road 202930
200445
SYNOD REPS.
Mrs G. Slater
350 Preston Old Rd
201041
Mrs P Rushton
90 The Crescent
201419
PRIMARY SCHOOL HEAD Mr. J. Kewley
Cherry Tree Lane
726279
TODDLER GROUP
Mrs. M. Rogerson …….…………………..…..
MOTHER’S UNION
Mrs. G. Slater
581487
GROUP SCOUT LEADER
Mr. Ian Fletcher
7 Aldernay Close
277700
SCOUT LEADER
Mr. S. Cooke
87 Dalby Crescent
581487
CUB SCOUTS
Mr. I. Fletcher
7 Aldernay Close
BEAVERS
Mrs. C. Newman
208885
GUIDES
Mrs. A. Cottam
16 Risedale Close
202088
RAINBOWS
Mrs. C. Duckworth 33 Gib Lane
BROWNIE GUIDES
Mrs. J. Bradley
1 Bracken Close
202930
INDOOR BOWLING
Mrs. M. Walsh .……………….………… Via
VICAR
Hon. ASSISTANT PRIEST
SACRISTAN
SUNDAY SCHOOL
CHURCH WARDENS:

P arochial
CChurch
ouncil

MEMBERS OF THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL.
Andrea Cottam (Secretary)
Pat Rushton (Vice Chair) Christine Duckworth (Treasurer)
Tony Duckworth (Warden) Roy Parker (Warden)
Susan Stevenson. Debbie Ratcliffe. Andy Hunt.
Ruth Maginn. Gayle Slater. Joyce Lobb.
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Revnd. David Roscoe (Chair)

732 Preston Old Road
Feniscowles, Blackburn
Telephone: 01254 201236
Mobile: 07506 552 784
Email: d.roscoe@sky.com

Tony Duckworth 01254 202088
Roy Parker 01254 202930

8.30am Holy Communion
10.00am PARISH EUCHARIST
Second Sunday - Church Parade

9.50am IN THE CHURCH HALL
CRECHE FOR MOTHERS AND
BABIES EVERY SUNDAY

10.00am HOLY COMMUNION
5.45pm FAMILY PRAISE

CHURCH HALL TEMPORARILY CLOSED
DUE TO CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

Articles for Outreach. The deadline for articles and
information for Outreach is the second Sunday of the month.
Your contribution will be welcome, either hand written or
preferably by email: to: roy_a_parker@hotmail.com
Thank you. Hilda Parker, Editor.

