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8th Sunday after Trinity 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light 

of your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire with love 

for you; now and for ever. Amen 

Psalm 145: 8-9 

The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger 

and rich in love.  

The Lord is good to all; he has compassion on all he has 

made. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and 

ever shall be, world without end, Amen. 

Matthew 14: 13-21 

When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by 

boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the 

crowds followed him on foot from the towns. When Jesus 

landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on 

them and healed those who were ill. 

As evening approached, the disciples came to him and 

said, ‘This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. 

Send the crowds away, so that they can go to the villages 

and buy themselves some food.’ 

Jesus replied, ‘They do not need to go away. You give 

them something to eat.’ 
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‘We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,’ they 

answered. 

‘Bring them here to me,’ he said. And he told the people 

to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the 

two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and 

broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and 

the disciples gave them to the people. They all ate and 

were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve 

basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. The 

number of those who ate was about five thousand men, 

besides women and children. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, from whom every 

family in heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts 

through faith, and fills us with his love.  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens 

us with power from on high.   

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

The collect for the eighth Sunday after Trinity 

Lord God, your Son left the riches of heaven and became 

poor for our sake: when we prosper save us from pride, 

when we are needy save us from despair, that we may 

trust in you alone; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Gracious God, who is good to all and has compassion on 

all he has made: hear our prayers for the needs of the 

world. 

 

We pray for all those who have woken this morning fearful 

of what lies ahead: for those who fear violence or neglect 

from those who are supposed to care for them; for those 

who do not have enough income to support their needs; 

for those who are living as strangers in a foreign land. 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

Lord Jesus, who fed a multitude using only a few loaves 

and fish, we pray for all those who will go hungry today, 

and for all those who are working to distribute the 

resources of your world more fairly.  

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

 

Holy Spirit by whose power the world is created and 

sustained, we pray for wisdom that we may cherish it and 

protect it, so that all your creatures may prosper and live 

in harmony. 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

Amen. 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray 

with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
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trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands that have taken 

holy things; may the ears which have heard your word be 

deaf to clamour and dispute; may the tongues which have 

sung your praise be free from deceit; may the eyes which 

have seen the tokens of your love shine with the light of 

hope; and may the bodies which have been fed with your 

body be refreshed with the fullness of your life; glory to 

you for ever. Amen. 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. 

Sustain and support the anxious, be with those who care 

for the sick, and lift up all who are brought low; that we 

may find comfort knowing that nothing can separate us 

from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

Words to hymns before and after the service. 
 

1 For the fruits of his creation,  

 Thanks be to God;  

 For his gifts to every nation,  

 Thanks be to God;  

 For the ploughing, sowing, reaping,  

 Silent growth while we are sleeping,  

 Future needs in earth's safe-keeping,  

 Thanks be to God. 
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2 In the just reward of labour,  

 God's will is done; 

 In the help we give our neighbour,  

 God's will is done; 

 In our world-wide task of caring  

 For the hungry and despairing,  

 In the harvests we are sharing,  

 God's will is done. 

3 For the harvests of his Spirit,  

 Thanks be to God;  

 For the good we all inherit,  

 Thanks be to God;  

 For the wonders that astound us,  

 For the truths that still confound us,  

 Most of all that love has found us,  

 Thanks be to God. 

Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000) 

© 1970 Stainer & Bell Ltd 

1 O God, you search me and you know me. 

 All my thoughts lie open to your gaze. 

 When I walk or lie down you are before me: 

 ever the maker and keeper of my days. 

2 You know my resting and my rising. 

 You discern my purpose from afar. 

 And with love everlasting you besiege me: 

 in ev'ry moment of life and death, you are. 
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3 Before a word is on my tongue, Lord, 

 you have known its meaning through and through. 

 You are with me, beyond my understanding: 

 God of my present, my past and future, too. 

4 Although your Spirit is upon me, 

 still I search for shelter from your light. 

 There is nowhere on earth I can escape you: 

 even the darkness is radiant in your sight. 

5 For you created me and shaped me, 

 gave me life within my mother's womb. 

 For the wonder of who I am, I praise you: 

 safe in your hands, all creation is made new. 

Bernadette Farrell (b.1957) from Psalm 139  

© 1992 Bernadette Farrell.  Published by OCP Publications, 

5536 NE Hassalo Portland OR 97213.  All rights reserved.    
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