
Page 1 



Page 2 

MINISTRY TEAM  

Vicar - Alham Vale Benefice   Revd Helen Drever   831053  

    Benefice mobile  number      07949 181745  

Readers    Anne Sear   838843 

    Rob Sage    850934  

    Sue Deyes   831104 

Rector - Bruton   Vacancy   

The Blessed Virgin Mary, Batcombe 

Churchwarden Mr Nigel Humphreys  
                Little Westcombe House, Westcombe 830091 

Secretary Ms Gillian Royce,  

   Cherry Cottage, Westcombe  830642  

Treasurer  Mr Patrick Taylor 

   The Old Post Office, Batcombe  850146   

St John the Baptist, Brewham 

Churchwardens Mr David Cowie  
   Street Farm, South Brewham   850524 
  Mrs Zena Dabinett   
   Haven Farm, South Brewham    850441 
Secretary Mrs Gloria Barber  
   Colinshayes, South Brewham  812692  

Treasurer Ms Celia Holland,  

  2, Forestry Cottages,  North Brewham  850353 

St Mary Magdalene, Upton Noble 

Churchwardens Brig. John Deverell  
   The Manor House, Upton Noble  850688 

  Mr A. Faulkner 
   Church House, Upton Noble  850172   

Treasurer Mr J. M. M. Baker 
    Lovell House, Upton Noble  850855 

Secretary Mrs C. Halliwell 
   Top Hill Farm House, Upton Noble  850766  

Brewham belongs to the Benefice of Bruton   

Batcombe and Upton Noble belong to the Alham Vale Benefice    

The Alham Vale Administrator can be reached by email to Carol Searle  
carol@cannards.co.uk      or  Tel.  347823 
The Bruton Office Jane Bennett, Plox House, Silver Street, Bruton, BA10 0ED  
(Wed - Thu 10am-12.30pm)  Email:-  benefice@stmarysbruton.org  813080 

Baptist    11am Sunday, South Brewham Chapel, Hazel Gulliford. 850267 

Methodist  Rev. Craig Manley, Ansford, BA7 7PA,      01963 351598  

  and Rev Jill Warren, Frome       01373 462207 

Roman Catholic    Fr Louis Beasley-Suffolk, South St, Wincanton  01963 34408 

   e-mail: stlukes@nascr.net   



Page 3 

Contents Page No 

• Priest’s letter  4 

• Brewham 5 -  6 

• Batcombe  7 - 13 

• Parish Pictures Centre Pages 

• Bishop’s letter 16 

• Weather 17 

• Local Services (Ads) 18 - 26 

• Tel No’s (inside covers) 2 & 27 

The Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Batcombe 

St Mary Magdalene,  
Upton Noble 

St John the Baptist, 
Brewham 

We aim to continue to publish the Parish News in the coming months.  Please 
send us your articles, letters and photos for possible inclusion. 

Please stay safe and take good care of yourselves. 

With all good wishes Audrey 

PLEASE SEND IN YOUR COPY BY 18th OF THE MONTH 

parishnews@batcombe.org.uk  

The Blessing of bird-song 

Two of our finest singing birds are not on this month’s cover, but can you 
recognise the other well known garden birds?  Test your Family. 



Page 4 

We welcome thoughts from our Vicar the Revd. Helen Drever 
 

July 2020 

From the Vicar’s study… 

At long last, after many weeks of waiting, it has been a real joy to open up our 
churches for public worship once more. I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all the Churchwardens, PCC members and volunteers, for putting in the 
hard work that made this possible. To be in exile from our church buildings has 
been painful for many of us, and we may have mixed feelings about returning. 
There is the happy desire to worship God alongside our friends and neighbours 
again, but also a concern for our safety, and for the safety of those same friends 
and neighbours around us, especially if they are at risk or vulnerable.  

To make church as safe as possible for as many people as we can, there are some 
clear changes to how we gather. Some of these will be familiar from visits to 
supermarkets and shops. There will be hand-sanitiser at the door and inside of 
church, and we will all be asked to adhere to social distancing and guided to sit in 
carefully marked seats. Some of us may wear face coverings to help protect those 
around us, although this is not at the time of writing compulsory. It is a matter of 
considerable regret that some of the things we are so used to in church - 
fellowship, singing hymns, shaking hands at the peace - can no longer be part of 
our practice, at least for the time being.  During this interim season the times of 
some of the Alham Vale Benefice services have changed and there will be a 
greater mix of Eucharistic and non-Eucharistic worship. And for those who would 
prefer not to attend a service in person, the Alham Vale Benefice will, for as long 
as is needed, continue to provide online resources whenever it is possible.  

We have been very fortunate to live in an area that has had relatively low levels 
of Covid-19, so while we are right to lament all that we have lost during this 
uncomfortable season, it is also a time to give thanks, and to keep those less 
fortunate than ourselves in our prayers. As a nation we have experienced a 
collective pause in the familiar rhythms of our lives, and our future can seems 
less certain than it once was. But God is still working his purpose out, and we 
would do well to answer the call of the new Archbishop of York, Stephen 
Cottrell, as he urges Christians to “learn afresh how to share the gospel in the 
world” as we forge a fresh path ahead through the 
“turbulent times” that will undoubtedly follow in the 
wake of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

. 
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BREWHAM 

St John the Baptist Church 
Brewham 100 Club. -  
July draw winner - Elizabeth Hiscocks   

Ann Saxton 

A big THANK YOU to Brewham and Upton Noble for all the donations left in 
the open porches of St. John The Baptist Church, South Brewham and St. Mary 
Magdalene Church, Upton Noble  

The non-perishable food and cleaning products are collected every Thursday at 
2pm and taken to local food banks where they have been very gratefully 
received. 

We will continue with these collections, originally started in response to the 
Coronavirus crisis, as there is a growing need for help.  

If you have any questions, please call: 

01749850051. 

Thank you again for your generous response! 

Nickie Geething 

Ed: see the photo in the centre pages 

Brewham Garden Bird Count Results 2020 
 

Yet another big thank you to everyone who took part in our 9th annual Brewham 
Garden Bird Count in March. The results have been added to the British Trust for 
Ornithology (BTO) BirdTrack Database. 

The good news is that more birds were seen this year, a total of 657 compared to 
only 412 in 2019, despite the very wet winter.  Top bird was the house sparrow 
at 151 sightings, followed by the Blue Tit at 118.  For years the Great Tit was our 
most numerous bird, but has now sunk to third place with 81 sightings.  Again, 
not a single Goldcrest was spotted, and only two gardens saw Bullfinches.  The 
BTO has launched an appeal to research why the Chaffinch population has 
declined by 30% over the past 11 years.  Sadly, Brewham’s figures appear to 
reflect this decline as 88 were recorded in 2013, compared to 62 in 2020. 

However, there were a total of 69 separate species of bird seen in our gardens 
over the year, including very rare species such as the Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 
and Tree Sparrow.  Barn Owls are breeding in the village, but sadly one nest 
failed when both chicks died.   
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Batcombe Village Hall Trust  

Chairman Sheena Pool on 850040    Booking Secretary Celia Crees on 850591. 
 

We are closed at the moment but look forward to seeing you  
all again in the future.  We are looking into how that will work. 

 Batcombe & District Horticultural Society 

The garden in August 

Temperatures usually reach a peak in August so watering is essential this month. 
August is also traditionally time to go on holiday so neighbours and friends often 
have to be enlisted to help out. Ponds and bird baths need to be regularly topped 
up and pots, fruit and vegetable plants watered daily, preferably with grey water 
or stored rainwater. 

It’s now time to prune summer flowering shrubs such as wisteria once they’ve 
gone over. Lavender can also be pruned now, and you can take off around a third 
of the plant while shaping it. Perennial herbs like oregano and thyme can be 
given a trim to promote growth.  

Tomatoes will be fruiting now so remove lower level leaves from your plants to 
let air and light in to reduce risk of disease. They will also need regular feeding 
with high potash plant food, which is also suitable for keeping hanging baskets 
looking good. Keep an eye on courgettes before they become marrows.  

Deadhead, deadhead and deadhead. Most plants keep on flowering if their energy 
isn’t going into producing seedheads and the more you pick sweet peas, and 
other hardy annuals, the more they will flower.  

Plants that have gone over can be cut back and you can either collect their seeds 
to sow next year, or leave them in place, allowing the plant to self-seed in the 
surrounding area. 

By the time you read this our virtual show will have happened, results and photos 
in next month’s Parish News. 

Katie 850614 

Batcombe Fête  

The Batcombe Fête Committee are sorry to announce that the Fête won’t take 
place this year due to Covid and the uncertainty of the next few months.  

BATCOMBE       

The Blessed Virgin Mary Church 
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Stepping back in time – Kale street in the early 20th century c.1910 
Part 2 

 

Last month I wrote about travelling back to 
Kale Street around 110 years ago, using the 
1911 census, 1908 Rate Book and local 
histories.  To carry on with the journey, lets 
stop outside Gibbons the Butcher with the 
splendid shop front. 

In 1908 the Rate Book entry no.21 lists 
Albert Gibbons as owning house, premises 
and land, which we take to be the property in 
question.  He is also listed as owning three 
further cottages in the street, tenanted by 
William Baber, Jane Hodges and John 
Goodfellow. Albert Gibbons was a descendant 
of a long established farming family in 
Batcombe, Westcombe and the local area..  
Records show that he died in Dec 1908, at 
the age of 49, and by the time of the 
1911 census we see the property listed under Elizabeth Gibbons (51) widow, 
butcher, employer.  She lives with Nellie Thurza (21), and Bessie May (19) her 
daughters.  Listed in the same census is a George Gibbons (29) who is running 
the Three Horseshoes and is described as being an innkeeper and butcher.  Was 
he her son?  Albert Gibbons’ widow, Elizabeth lived until she was aged 94 and both 
are buried in Batcombe churchyard near the pathway leading to the west entrance 
door to the church. 
Their daughter Nellie married a farmer from Witham Friary and younger daughter 
Bessie married Fred Boyce, a butcher and together they carried on her father's 
business.   
The three properties previously mentioned in the 1908 rate book seem to 
correspond with a row of cottages which stood at the gateway to the current 
property, ‘Sweet Meadow’.  I think I am correct in saying that this is known as 
‘Hollow’, but I am sure someone will correct me if I am wrong (please do!)  It is 
possible to compare the 1894/1903 O.S. map with a current one using the tools 
available on the website ‘Know your place Somerset’ - give it a go and see what 
other changes you can spot over time! 

In one of these cottages lived Mrs J Hodges (85), a widow. In another was 
William JS Baber (29) a farm labourer, Alice Edith Baber (32) his wife plus four 
young children.  Mrs Dowding gives the following account from ‘A Saturday 
Morning in 1910’: 

‘Batcombe, Kale Street, is all alive, the little Babers with their bright hair and 
blue eyes are playing in their white pinafores with the Coombes from across the 
way, a Mr “Bob” Gibbons has just loaded up his smart yellow butcher’s trap 
with large joints of red beef and fat bacon, before setting off on his round 
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through Westcombe, Stratton and 
Cranmore.  Mr Theophilus Noble in 
snowy white sleeves and apron has 
just dashed across the road for a 
bucket of water from the village Shute 
to use in his bakery.’  - 1908 Rate 
Book lists Noble, Theophilus (Reg G) 
so he is the baker previously 
mentioned. 
Another William Baber (senior) lived 
nearby in a property called Lilac 
Cottage  owned by Mrs Coney.  He was a farm labourer and lived there with his 
wife, Mary and Fred Scott Boyce, listed as a journeyman butcher, who lodged 
with them.  Fred went on to marry Bessie May Gibbons, and, following the death 
of Elizabeth, went on to run the Butcher’s shop.  He also ran a coach and car 
company (a 1946 receipt from this enterprise is one of the documents held in the 
heritage centre.)  Fred and Bessie had two daughters, Muriel and Beryl. Muriel 
went on to marry George Sage, Donald’s father. 
Opposite Gibbons the butcher lived Henry Andrews (45) farm labourer, Jane 
Andrews (46)  and their six children.  The census lists the property as comprising 
the dwelling house 4 rooms, three further uninhabited dwellings and a ‘building 
not used as a dwelling – ‘lains and slaughterhouse.’  As is so often the case, these 
buildings no longer exist.  Beyond that was open land, a field known as ‘Rattle 
Batch’.  It is lovely to see that name living on in the house owned by the 
Slocombe family. 
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Other people listed as living in the street were George Dunford (62) gardener, 
Harriet Dunford (61) and their lodger Frederick James Stone who was a farm 
labourer.  They would have lived near Mr Baber senior and there is also an 
uninhabited dwelling on their listing.  In his ‘Chronicle of the Village of 
Batcombe’, Captain Coney, when writing about the beginning of the 20th century, 
explains that, with regard to cottages, things do not always stay the same.  

‘Some cottages have appeared on new sites since 1842 and others rebuilt, while 
several of the older ones are shown as ‘void’ or ‘ruins’ and were soon to be 
demolished.’   

Another census entry shows Charles Shears living in what is described as a ‘rank 
of old cottages’.  He is 70, a Bootmaker, his wife Mary is 69 and they live with 
their daughter Agnes Jessie (44) and their son Arthur (38) described as his 
father’s assistant.  The rate book says this cottage is owned by Mrs Coney, could 
it be Romsey Cottage, which was previously called Cobblers? 

As you can see, it has taken some detective work and quite a measure of guess 
work to compile this account.  I am sure I have made some errors and would be 
very pleased to have any further information which might give greater clarity. 

Thanks to Ruth Clothier for additional information on the Gibbons family 

Jo Addison, on behalf of Batcombe Heritage Centre. 

Kale Street layout from the 1st edition OS map, 1844 - 1888  
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Batcombe Parish Council 

www.batcombe-parish-council-somerset.org.uk 
 

Coronavirus – Stay Alert, Stay Safe 
Although restrictions are being relaxed, the coronavirus is still present so do 
follow the Government guidance to stay alert and stay safe.  More advice can be 
found on the NHS, gov.uk and the District and County Council websites:  

www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

www.gov.uk/coronavirus  www.mendip.gov.uk/mdcbriefings 

www.somerset.gov.uk/coronavirus/covid-19-latest-advice/ 

Remote Parish Council Meeting 
The Parish Council held its first ever remote meeting on Thursday July 9 th and 
this was attended by 16 members of the public.  Most of the public interest was 
in the planning application for a tennis court at Rockwells House, which after 
considerable discussion, the Parish Council decided to recommend refusal.  (The 
decision on the application will be made by the District Council.)  Amongst 
other items on the Agenda, the Parish Council decided to apply for a grant for 
the new play equipment in the Playing Field, to ask for an extension to the lease 
on the allotments field and to approve the Annual Return (the Council’s 
accounts).     

Playing Field 
Following the easing of Government restrictions, the Parish Council re-opened 
the Playing Field on July 4th.  The annual safety inspection revealed rot in the 
main supports for the zipwire, so that item has been immobilised.  Please note 
that the Parish Council does not have the staff available to clean the equipment 
between users - and so users and parents are advised to clean the equipment 
themselves before use and to bring hand sanitiser to clean their and their 
children’s hands after use.  Users are reminded of the need for social distancing 
and parents should note that they allow their children to use the Playing Field at 
their own risk. 

New Play Equipment 
The Parish Council is applying for a grant from Viridor Credits to help pay for 
the new play equipment.  There is a very tight deadline of July 31st to complete 
the application.  If this is achieved, we will hear whether or not we have been 
successful at the end of September.     

September Parish Council Meeting 
The next scheduled meeting of the Parish Council will be on Wednesday 
September 2nd.  A decision will be taken nearer the time as to whether this will 
be held remotely or in the Jubilee Hall.  Members of the public will be able to 
attend and if held in the Hall social distancing and hygiene guidelines will need 
to be followed. 

Rob Sage, Clerk to Batcombe Parish Council (850934) 
clerk@batcombe-parish-council-somerset.org.uk 

mailto:clerk@batcombe-parish-council-somerset.org.uk


Page 11 

Sundays in the Alham Vale Benefice 

 

All these services are subject to change and, to comply with social distancing and 
public health requirements, seats will be limited.  Hand sanitiser will be available 
as you enter, currently face-covering is voluntary but advised.  

  Services Readings 

2nd August    8th Sunday after Trinity LAMMAS 

10.00 am   Evercreech      Holy Communion 

10.00 am   Batcombe        Holy Communion 

Exodus 16: 11-15 
Psalm 104: 10-15 
2 Corinthians 9: 6-11 
John 6: 28-35 

9th August    9th Sunday after Trinity Proper 14 

10.00 am   Evercreech      Service of the Word 

10.00 am   Batcombe        Holy Communion 

Genesis 37: 1-4, 12-28 
Psalm 105: 1-10 
Romans 10: 5-15 
Matthew 14: 22-33 

16th August   10th Sunday  after Trinity   Proper 15 

10.00 am   Evercreech      Holy Communion 
10.00 am   Upton Noble   Holy Communion 
10.00 am   Lamyatt           Reflective Service 
  6.00 pm   Batcombe        Evensong 

Genesis 45: 1-15 
Psalm 133 
Romans 11: 1-2a, 29-32 
Matthew 15: 21-28 

23rd August   11th Sunday after Trinity  Proper 16 

10.00 am   Evercreech      Zoom Café Church 

10.00 am   Batcombe        Holy Communion 

10.00 am   Milton Clevedon     Service tba 

Exodus 1:8 – 2:10 
Psalm 124 
Romans 12: 1-8 
Matthew 16: 13-20 

30th August   12th Sunday after Trinity Proper 17 

10.00 am   Batcombe        Holy Communion 

Exodus 3: 1-15 
Psalm 105 
Romans 12: 9-end 
Matthew 16: 13-20 

6th September  13th Sunday after Trinity   Proper 18 

10.00 am   Evercreech      Holy Communion 
10.00 am   Batcombe        Service of the Word 
10.00 am   Lamyatt           Holy Communion 
  6.00 pm   Upton Noble   Evening service 

Exodus 12: 1-14 
Psalm 149 
Romans 13: 8-end 
Matthew 18: 15-20 
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THE PARISH CRYPTIC, by Tegulatoris 

A cryptic crossword for you to try, do let us know how you get on.  Answers 

next month! 

ACROSS 

2  Tour he made in sad estate (9)   
6  Nearest pub making food for slimmers shortly (5) 
7  Assist in a wager (4)  

9 & 9 down  Actors followed by the French vehicle? Yes, initially in 6A town 
(6,4) 
10  Draw stripe evenly (3) 
11  Stir not rub to find 6 A town (6)  
12  Back entrance to screen in St Mary’s, 11 (4) 
15, 28 down, 30 across  Did one roll unsteadily to 6A in 16A? (3.3.4) 
16  Tea with gammon in parish of St John the Baptist (7) 
19  Champion cyclist nothing less in 6A town (5) 
20  Tea-making equipment overwhelms one National Garden Scheme on 25D to 
18D, 10D (10) 
23  Cool ambiance envelops former 6A in 3D, 21D (4) 
24, 29 across & 22 down  Cockney’s mouth divides 16A (5,3,5) 
26  Her majesty takes a long time (3)    
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27  Regret following end of grub flowing from 16A (4) 
29  See 24 A 
30  See 15A 
31 Quarry dropping feathers, a thousand lost, five hundred gained (8) 
 

DOWN 
1  Moses’ spy brought up in libel action (5) 
3  and 21 down  Shake, unbolt, open to see site of St Mary Magdalene (5, 5) 
4  A north-south crossing on the 27A near 9A, 9D (7) 
5  Revolutionary from Ditcheat (3) 
8  Robin’s grooming aid with added point, where you’ll find The Blessed Virgin 
Mary (8) 
9  See 9A 
10  See 18D 
13  Pearl shaken and swallowed by tremor on 11A street (10) 
14  Hooligan restrained by tight hugging (4) 
17  One for luck; three for a drink in 8D (9) 
18, 10D  Tread flowers rambling to 6A landmark (7,5) 
21  See 3D 
22  See 24A 
25  Whitesheet, for example, starts to have interesting-looking landscape (4) 
28  See 15A 

 
 

July 100 Club Draw 
Yet another Virtual Draw took place 

on Wednesday 15th July.  Many 
congratulations to the winners: 

 
1st prize £75 to Philip Sage 

2nd prize £50 to Julian Wootton 
2nd prize £50 to Jack Hart 

4th prize £25 to Jacquie Clothier   
 

We’re always delighted to welcome new members, so if you’d like to 
join then please contact David Cartwright our Treasurer on  

david@obd-academy.com or 07774 878906! 
 

For only £60 a year you have the opportunity to win 48 cash prizes plus the 
satisfaction from knowing that your contribution helps to maintain our Old School 

and Jubilee Hall as a fabulous venue for various activities and community gatherings. 

* We are LOOKING to BUY a HOUSE in BATCOMBE or BREWHAM or 
WESTCOMBE - we are CHAIN FREE and FULLY FUNDED - if you're 
considering selling please get in touch. Thank you, Michelle and George  

(07855 959 948 / georgecopeman@googlemail.com) * 
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During lockdown many villagers have enjoyed visiting the Brewham 
Duckpond and enjoyed seeing the ducklings. 

Sorting out donations for the food bank - see page 5.  
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Take-away refreshments at 
Batcombe Open gardens 

Swallow’s nest in Upton Noble 
church porch:  "And Jesus said 
to him, The foxes have holes, 
and the birds of the air have 
nests; but the Son of man has 
nowhere to lay his head….Yea, 
the sparrow hath found an 
house, and the swallow a nest 
for herself, where she may lay 
her young, even thine altars, O 
LORD of hosts, my King, and 
my God.”  
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Letter from the Right Reverend Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton 
August 2020 

Time for a rest 
 

I’m tired!  I don’t know about you?  And yet I am getting up later and going to 
bed earlier than I was accustomed to before the pandemic struck.  I’m travelling 
less, indeed I still have an almost full tank of petrol and have had to call out the 
AA three times because the battery has died!  I’m at home principally, but my 
working day has got fuller and more demanding as time has gone on. 
 
So, I’m planning a holiday!  A retreat and some study leave.  Having been 
ordained 24 years I have yet to have a period of sabbatical and I’m looking 
forward to it!  It is not going to take the form I would have planned.  There will 
not be the opportunity of a trip overseas or a residential conference to attend, but 
there will be plenty of time for family, rest, reading and reflection. 
 
What about you?  I know some of you might be feeling that our children have 
had one big holiday at home since lockdown but I can assure you that they, their 
parents and their teachers have all been working hard to ensure that learning can 
continue even though the normal patterns have been disturbed.  Whether we have 
been working from home, furloughed or feeling alone in isolation, each of us will 
I expect have experienced something of the sense of weariness that heightened 
anxiety, change of routine and uncertain expectation brings. 
 
So I want to encourage you to take some time off.  There’s a fabulous little 
children’s story called, Jesus’ Day Off, which you might like read as an example 
of the need for even the Creator to re-create.  The example of Sabbath rest which 
our Creator God offers us in the opening chapters of the Bible, speak to us of the 
need for taking time to put down the tools of work and take space to reflect and 
rest.   
 
We have spent the past few months in lockdown in order to keep ourselves 
physically healthy.  Let’s make sure that in these next few months we attend as 
much to our spiritual and emotional health, by discovering sabbath rest! 
 
With every good wish 

The Right Revd. Ruth Worsley 

Bishop of Taunton 
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The weather for June 2020:  

highest daily rainfall since 1982 and a month of contrasts  

It’s no wonder that we talk about the weather so much, especially after this June. 
The month started off quite warm both in the day and at night, going down to 
11°C on the 2nd, only to plunge down to 3.5°C three days later.  The following 
day the mercury could only manage 12.6°C during the day but then rose to 20.6°
C two days on.  While the northerly winds early in the month dampened down 
the temperature, by the time it had changed to a south easterly direction it only 
just managed to get above 20°C. Overall the month was dominated by sunny 
weather culminating in three days whose average maximum was 29°C.  The 
average temperature for the month was just above average at 15.0°C.  Rainfall 
was almost double the average with 120mm.  Almost 60mm of that fell on the 
18th which is the highest since the storm of July 1982 when Bruton was badly 
flooded.  Most of the rain this time fell in seven hours with a peak intensity of 
21mm per hour.  No thunder was noted during this event but on the 16 th while 
North Brewham had less than 2mm Bruton caught 23mm during a thunderstorm. 
The reason why the river hardly came up at all was because the soil moisture 
deficit just before the storm was nearly 60mm, which is a considerable reduction 
from the start of the month of 102mm.  Although the soil will soak up most of 
the storm rainfall it is the state of the top layer of soil, say down to a depth of 6 
inches or 15cm that is decisive for water to runoff the land and into the river.  
Evaporation from the open pan was 87mm which could not be matched by the 
lysimeter by 20mm because the soil had been so depleted of moisture thereby 
limiting grass growth.  It was only towards the end of the month that this 
recovered.  

One likely effect of this year’s weather that I have noticed for the first 
time in over 40 years is the lack of Horse Flies. This may be because of 
the very dry spell during May which continued into the first half of June. 

Colin Clark  

New Village Agent 
 
The Community Council for Somerset has 
recently appointed Nic Edwards, as our 
Village Agent. 

"I have lived in the area all my life (just 
outside of Mells) and will be covering the 
whole of East Mendip. 

I'm looking forward to meeting and working with you all to offer information 
and advice about a range of issues and to provide links to services that some 
people may find hard to access. 

My number is 07946 461468 and my e-mail is nicolae@somersetrcc.org.uk" 

Nic Edwards 
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Safer Stronger Neighbourhoods - Frome Neighbourhood Policing 
Frome Police Station, Enterprise House, Wessex Fields, Frome, BA11 4DH  

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday 10.00am - 6.00pm -  
Contact Tel: 101 for non-emergencies or 999 for emergencies        

or via their Web Pages at www.avonandsomerset.police.uk 

                            
                              
 

Therapeutic & remedial massage  

Let yourself be pampered  

& give your body a treat. 

Help to relieve tension, 

 aches & pains. 

JANE ONSLOW ITEC Dip RSA 

01749 850394   
Full body massage                             

Back/neck/shoulders 
 Legs/Feet   Face/Neck.   

Prices from £16 - £32 

Vouchers available        
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Back/neck/shoulders 
 Legs/Feet   Face/Neck.   

Prices from £16 - £32 

Vouchers available        

                            
                              
 

Therapeutic & remedial massage  

Let yourself be pampered  
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JANE ONSLOW ITEC Dip RSA 

01749 850394   
Full body massage                             

Back/neck/shoulders 
 Legs/Feet   Face/Neck.   

Prices from £16 - £32 

Vouchers available        

MASSAGE  
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IAN BRAMLEY 
French Polisher - Antique Restorer 

Working for over 33 years for a BAFRA member. 
Working for museums, major antique dealers,  

hotel chains and private customers. 
RECYCLE - give your furniture a new lease of life.  You will be astonished 

at the difference I can make to your well loved and treasured but maybe 
slightly neglected pieces of furniture and bring them back to life. 

Tel: 01963 370997  -  Mob: 07745 601989 

Linda Medhurst 

Seamstress 

Curtains, cushions, blinds, home 
furnishings 

minor alterations/repairs 

Reasonable rates 

Tel: 01749 831264 

Mob: 07951 638273 Email:  

lamedhurst@btinternet.com  

mailto:lamedhurst@btinternet.com
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Tailored, luxury dog hotel & day care 
set in the beautiful Somerset 

countryside.  

4* higher standards licensed with 
Mendip District Council. Based near 

Bruton & For more information please 
visit our website or call/email Diane 

Richardson Clarke 

Mobile: 07762 321207 

 Specialising in all aspects of tree surgery 
including: 
• Tree shaping, pollarding and felling 
• Hedge trimming 
• Stump removal  
• Garden clearance  
 

Fully insured, NPTC qualified 
National Certificate in Arboriculture  

Telephone - 07896 813 934 Osbornetreeservices@hotmail.co.uk 

UPTON NOBLE VILLAGE 
HALL 

The Village Hall is available for hiring 
for any functions.  The cost is £45 per 
day, £7.50 per hour for Upton Noble 
villagers and £8.50 per hour for non-
villagers.  (This cost includes the use 

of tables, chairs and all kitchen 
equipment).  We also hire out tables at 

£2.50 each and chairs at 50p.  

To make a booking, please contact B. 
Boros on 01749 850196  

 
Closed at present  
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Who looks after your SEPTIC TANK? 

For 20 years I’ve been emptying septic tanks in 
your village.   Now I can offer you and your 

neighbours an efficient independent sewage 
disposal service. 

Septic tanks emptied - Drains Jetted 
Regular servicing and maintenance 

Submersible pumps supplied 
Sewage treatment plant and septic tank 

installation 

Call us: MARK OR KAREN PERRY 
(Mobile) 07973 850730- (Home) 01749 850730 

(Email) mark@wessexdrainservices.co.uk
(Website) www.wessexdrainservices.co.uk 

Mendip Family Osteopaths 
 

Kathrine Read 
Emily Rebouillat 

BSc(Hons)Ost 
Structural & Cranial Registered 

Osteopaths 
 

Osteopaths are trained to recognise and  
treat many causes of pain and can help with 

a wide range of complaints including: 

• Back, Neck, joint or muscle pain 

• Nerve pain or injury 

• Post accident or injury 

• Arthritic Pain  

• Head & Facial pain 

• Sports Injuries 

• Pregnancy & Birth related issues 

• Treatment of children 

 
For more information or advice call: 

 

(01373) 454595 

www.mendipfamilyosteopaths.co.uk 

Brewham Village Hall  
available for hire for > Parties 

> Wedding receptions > 
Christenings  > Meetings etc. 

Contact Karen Cook (booking 
secretary) 01749 850759 

Current Hire Charges inclusive of all 
facilities:- Villagers at £8.50 per 

hour.  Others at £9.50 per hr.  Block 
Bookings (6 or more) Villagers at £7 
per hour.  All others at £8 per hour 

payable in advance. 

 

CLOSED at present 

Who looks after your SEPTIC TANK? 

For 20 years I’ve been emptying septic tanks in 
your village.   Now I can offer you and your 

neighbours an efficient independent sewage 
disposal service. 

Septic tanks emptied - Drains Jetted 
Regular servicing and maintenance 

Submersible pumps supplied 
Sewage treatment plant and septic tank 

installation 

Call us: MARK OR KAREN PERRY 
(Mobile) 07973 850730- (Home) 01749 850730 

(Email) mark@wessexdrainservices.co.uk
(Website) www.wessexdrainservices.co.uk 
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 Book your pet in for a real luxury treat                                                                     Book your pet in for a real luxury treat                                                                    
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CARPET & UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING SPECIALIST 

 “KEEPING WITH THE LOCAL 
FAMILY TRADITION 

FROM A RUG TO A  

THREE PIECE SUITE” 

    STAIN & DEODORIZING 
TREATMENTS 

MAKES YOUR CARPETS LOOK 
NEW AGAIN 

  
STAIN GUARDING AVAILABLE  

FREE QUOTES 

 BRIAN BREWER  
 

01373 300642 – 07866433365 

FRENCH LANGUAGE  

TUITION 

Need help with your French 
homework? 

Need to revise for exams? 

Need to brush up on your conversation 
for your French holiday? 

Contact Karen Perry on  

01749  850730 

North Brewham, Bruton,  
Somerset  BA10 OJF   

The Three Horseshoes Inn, 
Batcombe 

Need Milk, Eggs, Sugar or any 
other staple? 

Come borrow or buy from The Three 
Horseshoes, if you would like to 

borrow something just replace it the 
next time you go shopping. 

Please remember our ‘vegetable 
amnesty’.  If you have grown too 

much of one thing just bring it in and 
we will swap you for a pint or two. 

Event for your diary; Open Mic - 
last Thursday of the month 

01749 850359 

One of Britain’s cosiest Pubs  

according to The Telegraph 

General Gardener 

Mowing lawns, Trimming, 
Clipping, Strimming, 

Weeding and Patio cleaning. 

If interested, please call David 
Sage on 07516273569 

Upton Noble Church of England 
Primary School 

Head teacher: Sandra Leggett  

Tel: 01749 850375   

www.uptonnoble.org.uk  
email: 

office@uptonnoble.somerset.sch.uk      
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Suppliers of all your countryside needs… 

01749 850258 

STATION ROAD, WANSTROW BA4 4SY 

ESTABLISHED 1933 
INDEPENDENT FAMILY 

 FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

MEMORIAL MASONS 
Owned by Forsey and Son 

Ashdene, Doulting,  
Shepton Mallet, BA4 4QQ 

Telephone: 01749 880271 

Fax: 01749 880105 

www.trotmanfuneral.co.uk 
 

ESTABLISHED 1933 
INDEPENDENT FAMILY 

 FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

MEMORIAL MASONS 
Owned by Forsey and Son 

Ashdene, Doulting,  
Shepton Mallet, BA4 4QQ 

Telephone: 01749 880271 

Fax: 01749 880105 

www.trotmanfuneral.co.uk 
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BATCOMBE INFORMATION 
Parish Council    Chairman                 Mrs Mary Comley  850032  
     chairman@batcombe-parish-council-somerset.org.uk 

     Clerk   Dr Rob Sage  850934 

Bell ringers  Captain   Mrs Sue Wade  850465 

Church Flowers    Mrs Jacquie Clothier 831092 

Friends of Batcombe Church  Chairman Mr David Stevens  850300 

Royal British Legion   Chairman   Mr Nigel Humphreys 830091 

Toddler Group    Ms Hayley Friday   572166 

Batcombe & District Hort. Society Chairman  Mrs  Katie Chater   850614 
                      Secretary Mrs Janet Jones  850509 

Village Hall Trust Committee 

   Chairman    Mrs Sheena Pool  850040 
   Treasurer    Mr David Cartwright     07774 878906 
   Booking Clerk     Ms Celia Crees  850591 
   Secretary      

   Web site www.batcombe.org.uk  

Heritage Centre Contact Trustee  Dr Rob Sage  850934 

Children’s Christmas Party   At Present Mrs Katie Chater  850614  

Neighbourhood Watch (Kale St/High St):  Mrs Dot Cox   850636 

(Westcombe)    Niall Warry, Higher Farm  831546  
Bridge Club    Mrs Ann Biddle  850307 

Film Society     Mrs Ann Biddle  850307 

Batcombe Cricket Club   Mr Steve Gilbert  850850 

Doctors  (Surgeries by appointment) 

Dr N Gompertz, Dr Wilkins & Dr Andrews     Bruton      812310 
     Evercreech Surgery 830325 

BREWHAM INFORMATION 
Parish Council        Chairman  Mr David Dabinett  850441 
       Clerk    Mrs Sue Price        813294 
Ladies Social Club   Mrs Marian Castle  850671 
Village Hall Committee   Chairman  Mrs Liza Greaves  850776     
  Secretary    Mrs Lesley Stroud  850805  
  Treasurer    Mr James Coward  850034 
   Booking Secretary   Mrs Becky Ewins   850167 

UPTON NOBLE 
Parish Meeting Chairman   Mrs Melinda Baker 850855 

Neighbourhood Watch Contact  Mr Grant Fuller  850196 

Village Hall Committee 

   Chairman    Gill Read  850831 

   Secretary    Mrs Janet Dodgson 850037 

  Treasurers    Martin & Helen Large  
  Booking Secretary   Balazs Boros  850196 

Upton Noble V C Primary School   

   Head Teacher     Mrs Sandra Leggett  850375  

   Business manager    Mrs Thelma Hartnell    

     office@uptonnoble.somerset.sch.uk 

mailto:office@uptonnoble.somerset.sch.uk
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Copy to Audrey BY the 18th of the month PLEASE  
to: Portway Farm, Batcombe, Shepton Mallet BA4 6BR  

(01749 850311) email parishnews@batcombe.org.uk 
Please let me know of any changes in the information on the covers so that it 
can be kept up to date.  Please contact me with comments, letters or photos on 
anything you wish to include in the magazine.  (Editor has final decision on 
inclusion) 

Advertising Rates     All small FOR SALE or WANTED advertisements £1. 
BUSINESS ADVERTISING: £5 Per QUARTER PAGE per month, in typed 

form with a border to fit a quarter of an A5 sheet if possible.  

There is NO charge for local fundraising/charity events. 

Subscriptions for the “Parish News” is minimum £4 per year, which is payable 
through your distributor or by cheque direct to Mrs Ruth Clothier.  (Cheques 
should be made payable to “The Parish News”). 

Magazine Finance:- Mrs Ruth Clothier, Manor Farm, Westcombe, Shepton 
Mallet, Somerset. BA4 6ER.   Tel: 01749 830402. 

The excellent photocopier at the Heritage Room is capable of all manner of 
copying, A4/A3, colour of course.   

Reasonable rates available - call Audrey for info. 


