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One of my favourite bands is Bon Jovi. You can’t help but sing 

along to ‘Livin’ on a Prayer’ when it comes on the radio. Their 

songs often focus on people making it against the odds.. one 

of my absolute favourites, called It’s My Life, contains the lyrics 

‘I just want to live while I am alive.’ It makes me think of the 

Christian Aid slogan – We believe in Life Before Death. The 

organisation say they seek to follow the teaching of Jesus to 

love their neighbour and work for a better world. 
 

Jon Bon Jovi works tirelessly through the JBJ Soul Foundation 

to break the cycle of hunger, poverty and homelessness across 

America. Their slogan is: Together, WE can make a difference... 

One Soul at a Time. I find it so inspiring that he is so        

committed to using what he has for good and to help others. 

He was raised a Catholic and talks about how a wider sense 

of faith motivates him now.  
 

We are in the second Sunday of Generous June. Our Diocese 

has teamed up with Sheffield to produce resources to help us 

think about and develop our understanding of God’s         

generosity and how it can influence all aspects of our day to 

day lives. We will hear from The Bishop of Basingstoke, Bishop 

David today.  
 

My prayer is that we will all take these few weeks to reflect 

and then respond to the amazing, over-flowing love of God 

that we experience. Surely, we can’t help but want to… 

More info: www.generousjune.co.uk 

 Rev Nicky Davies 

EMERGENCY PRAYER CHAIN   
 

Please send all requests for prayer to prayer@avp-benefice.org.uk.   

If you feel able to commit to regular prayer for those on the list and wish to become a prayer 

partner,  please make contact via the above e-mail address. 

http://www.generousjune.co.uk


 

COLLECT:  

God of truth,  

help us to keep your law of love 

and to walk in ways of wisdom, 

that we may find true life 

in Jesus Christ your Son.  

AMEN. 
 

PSALM 116:1, 10-17  (For Morning Prayer) 
 

1. I love the Lord, for he has heard the voice of my supplication; 

 because he inclined his ear to me on the day I called to him. 
 

10. How shall I repay the Lord 

 for all the benefits he has given to me? 
 

11. I will lift up the cup of salvation 

 and call upon the name of the Lord. 
 

12. I will fulfil my vows to the Lord 

 in the presence of all his people. 
 

13. Precious in the sight of the Lord 

 is the death of his faithful servants. 
 

14. O Lord, I am your servant, 

 your servant, the child of your handmaid;  

  you have freed me from my bonds. 
 

15. I will offer to you a sacrifice of thanksgiving 

 and call upon the name of the Lord. 
 

16. I will fulfil my vows to the Lord 

 in the presence of all his people, 
 

17. In the courts of the house of the Lord, 

 in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

 Alleluia. 
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A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans 

Romans 5:1-8 

It is faith which opens us up to the grace of God. 
 

1 Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in 

which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3 And 

not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering      

produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character     

produces hope, 5 and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been 

poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.  6 For 

while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, 

rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good    

person someone might actually dare to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in 

that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.  
 

At the end, the Reader says: 

For the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

THE GOSPEL READING 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                            (Glory be to thee, O Lord.)      
 

Matthew 9:35-10:8 
 

The disciples are commissioned to go out and preach. 
 

35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 

and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and 

every sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them,      

because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 
37 Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are 

few; 38 therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his  

harvest.’  1 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority 

over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sick-

ness. 2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as 

Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John;  
3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax-collector; James son of        

Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;  

 



4 Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 5 These 

twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: ‘Go nowhere among the 

Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep 

of the house of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim the good news, “The kingdom of 

heaven has come near.” 8 Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast 

out demons. You received without payment; give without payment. 
 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
 

THE GENEROUS JUNE GOSPEL READING: Luke 18:18-30: 

When the Gospel is announced, the Reader says: 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord.                            (Glory be to thee, O Lord.)      
 

The Rich Ruler 
 

18 A certain ruler asked him, ‘Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal 

life?’ 19 Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call me good? No one is good but God 

alone. 20 You know the commandments: “You shall not commit adultery; You shall 

not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; Honour your  

father and mother.”’ 21 He replied, ‘I have kept all these since my youth.’ 22 When 

Jesus heard this, he said to him, ‘There is still one thing lacking. Sell all that you 

own and distribute the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 

then come, follow me.’ 23 But when he heard this, he became sad; for he was 

very rich. 24 Jesus looked at him and said, ‘How hard it is for those who have 

wealth to enter the kingdom of God! 25 Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go 

through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom 

of God.’  26 Those who heard it said, ‘Then who can be saved?’ 27 He replied, 

‘What is impossible for mortals is possible for God.’  28 Then Peter said, ‘Look, 

we have left our homes and followed you.’ 29 And he said to them, ‘Truly I tell 

you, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or    

children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, 30 who will not get back very much 

more in this age, and in the age to come eternal life.’ 
 

At the end, the Reader says:    (At the end, the Reader says: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.    Praise be to thee, O Christ.) 
 

(c)  New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. 

 

 



IN & ABOUT:   This morning, Gary is leading the On-line Communion 

Service for the Parishes of West Wellow and Sherfield English, by request 

of the Vicar there, Chris Pettet, a former Curate of his, whose wife has recently 

died (see Friday).  Monday AVP Youth & Community Trustees meeting in the 

morning, followed by meeting with Bishop Tim and Senior Staff, and Kinkiizi 

Action Group in the evening.  Wednesday, Meeting with Archdeacon Richard 

to discuss Benefice of the Future in the morning, and Staff Meeting in the 

evening.  Thursday, Staff Team/Office Communion and Meeting in the morning, 

and a 'Webinar' on On-line Giving in the afternoon.  Friday morning, the 

Funeral of Christine Pettet, wife of a former colleague of mine, whom we have 

been holding in prayer for the past few months.  Weekly 'Round-the-Churches' 

trip in the afternoon, to deliver Partners, and check all is well. 
 

 

GENEROUS JUNE - How do we live openly and generously as Christians in 

all parts of our lives?  Do we think often enough about all that we have, all of 

which comes from God's hands?  These are some of the questions which 

Generous June tries to help us find our own answers to.  Each Sunday we'll be 

having a visiting Bishop to lead our reflections about four passages from Luke's 

Gospel, which will help us reflect on generosity.  During the month, we'll also 

be inviting people to think about their financial generosity to the Church - 

especially for those who have not had an opportunity to make an offering to 

the Church during the Lockdown Period.  And we'll be encouraging people to 

think what generosity might look like in the non-financial parts of their lives - 

time, abilities, service of God and our neighbour, etc. So, we're hoping to 

encourage Generosity in Living, whether that's in Service, vocation, care for 

others, etc.; and urging people to think about their Generosity in Giving, 

whether that's in terms of our Churches, or charities, or in other ways. 

The Generous June website has lots of good resources, some of which we'll 

use in our Sunday Worship.  But there are also daily reflections, about 5 

minutes each, which will be very worthwhile reading or listening to - 

www.generousjune.co.uk  Thanks, Gary. 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
 

Eternal Father, 

we thank you for nourishing us 

with these heavenly gifts: 

may our communion strengthen us in faith, 

build us up in hope, 

and make us grow in love; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.   

AMEN. 

https://www.generousjune.co.uk/


 

NICKY DAVIES - Sadly for us, and happily for Axemouth and Uplyme, Nicky's 

Licensing date has now been fixed for Tuesday, August 11th, at 7.30p.m., in 

Axminster Church. It's not yet clear, of course, whether that Service will be on-

line, off-line, or a mixture of both.  More details nearer the time.  So, Nicky's last 

Sunday with us in her current role will be Sunday, July 26th, which will be a 

Benefice Service in the morning.  Again, we're not yet sure exactly what form that 

will take, or whether we'll be able to gather in any way to thank her for all she's 

done over so many years in the AVC. There will be the opportunity to contribute 

to a gift for her - details soon (Don't mention it to her - it's a secret!!).  Gary. 
 

ON-LINE GIVING - You will already know that our Parishes are struggling with 

our day-to-day finances since the beginning of the Lockdown.  Although there are 

not yet any Services in Church, there are still expenses to pay to support our 

mission as the AVC Churches - I shall be writing to our congregations in the next 

couple of weeks to explain in more detail the position we are in.  Many people 

use the Parish Giving Scheme to make regular donations, and that is much 

appreciated by our Churches and PCCs.  For those who give through the Open 

Plate, there have been fewer opportunities to make your donations.  From Sunday, 

people will be able to make regular, and one-off, gifts to the Church through a 

Donate Button on our Facebook Page, or by the button on the Website.  For 

some people, their financial position is very difficult at this time, but we 

encourage those who are able to support our Churches and the contribution we 

make to support all of the Churches of the Diocese (Although the links appear to 

go to Fordingbridge Parish, all the gifts will be shared between all our Parishes). 
 

KINKIIZI ACTION GROUP Group Facebook Page  - You might like to 

keep up with the work of the Kinkiizi Action Group, the group in the Deanery 

which encourages our links with our Partner Diocese in Uganda.  If you are 

interested in Kinkiizi, please do 'like' the page to get news, including photographs, 

as they arrive.  Our followers and page likes are growing – we now have 92!  It 

would be great to reach 100:  https://www.facebook.com/kinkiiziactiongroup 
 

THE BIG MUSIC SUNDAY SERVICE - Today at 6.00pm is RSCM Music 

Sunday. We'll be having this service in place of Evensong, and there'll be an on-line 

Zoom gathering for choir members and anyone else afterwards.  The Service will 

be broadcast live on YouTube https://youtu.be/aRQivlwyTqw  and will either 

be on our Facebook page, or there'll be a link from there to the Service.    
 

The Zoom link for the gathering after the service is : 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85230871187?

pwd=eWtaT0V6bTQ3eUFaU1piekpiR25uQT09 or 

Meeting ID: 852 3087 1187,  Password: 142482;  or telephone  0131 460 1196  
 

https://www.facebook.com/kinkiiziactiongroup
https://youtu.be/aRQivlwyTqw
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85230871187?pwd=eWtaT0V6bTQ3eUFaU1piekpiR25uQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85230871187?pwd=eWtaT0V6bTQ3eUFaU1piekpiR25uQT09


REFLECTION :  “Never in my lifetime has the case of such visible injustice 

moved white and black people, moved them as human beings.  There have been 

protests all across the US. But there have been huge protests in Britain, in Spain 

and in Nigeria, in fact all across the world.  Why has the killing of George Floyd 

struck such a profound chord?  May be it’s that phrase “I can’t breathe”.  (Ben 

Okri, Nigerian novelist and poet) 
 

 Thinking of ‘breath’ reminds us particularly of John Towler’s sermon for 

Whitsunday -”The air we  breathe is the breath of God - the Holy Spirit.  The 

Breath of God gives us the ability to understand each other - the Holy Spirit 

enabled the disciples to speak in different languages - we are God’s global people.   

We reflect that ‘injustice’ is a global problem - we need global communication to 

understand and deal with it.  Corvid -19 is a horrendous virus’ - we owe it to 

those who have died to use our ‘locked down’ time’ to reflect on how we take 

care of our planet and each other. 
 

Daphne Himmel 

We are still continuing online as follows : 

ONLINE WORSHIP - Every day at 10.00a.m.   
Weekdays—'Thought for the Day',        Saturdays—'The Saturday Conversation',  

and Sundays—a Sunday Service.          All called 'Avon Valley Churches':  on the 

Facebook box on our website, on Facebook itself, or on our YouTube Channel. 
 

ZOOM TELEPHONE NUMBER : You can phone into the Zoom meetings, such 

as Coffee Morning after the Sunday service, Monday and Wednesday Prayers and 

the monthly Bible Study.  The number is 0131 460 1196 
 

POST SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE COFFEE TIME : All are welcome to 

join us by Zoom for virtual coffee after the 10.00 Morning Service on Sundays. 

Meeting ID : 646 331 066, Password: 123654.  The link, which will also let you 

in, is in the Partners e-mail, or you can also call 0131 460 1196 
 

MORNING PRAYER - On Mondays and Wednesdays at 9am, Gary and others 

say Morning Prayer together, and anyone is welcome to join in.  Log-in details are 

Meeting ID: 157 284 292 and Password: 764200 
 

DAILY HOPE :  The FREE phone line from the Church of England - 0800 804 

8044 - is available to all and offers music, prayers, reflections and services.     
 

CHRISTIAN AID QUIZ ANSWERS : are now available on the website.  
 

MAKING DAD DIGITAL! :  Craig and Gary have done a podcast for the 

Diocese, called 'Making Dad Digital', chatting with Jon Whale (Simplification) and 

Jen Sissons (Stories on the Street).  It is on itunes (link below) and Spotify if you 

would like to listen to it : https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/good-stuff-jenny-

whale-diocese-winchester-podcast/id1506574932 

https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/good-stuff-jenny-whale-diocese-winchester-podcast/id1506574932
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/good-stuff-jenny-whale-diocese-winchester-podcast/id1506574932
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Sunday 14 10.00am Morning Service 

June 6.00pm The Big Music Sunday Service 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  
 

Contact : Gail Newell or Jackie Rowe, Parish Administrators 

Email : church.office@fordingbridge.com            Website : www.AvonValleyChurches.org.uk   

Or call 01425 839622 to speak to Rev Canon Gary Philbrick 
 

 

Sunday 21 June 10.00am Holy Communion 

 6.00pm Sanctus (tbc) 

Mon 15 9.00am Morning Prayer  

 10.00am Thought for the Day 

 11.00am School Assembly 

Tues 16 10.00am Thought for the Day 

Wed 17 9.00am Morning Prayer 

 10.00am Thought for the Day 

 11.00am Messy Church 

Thur 18 10.00am Thought for the Day 

Fri 19 10.00am Thought for the Day 

 11.00am Bible Story from “Open the Book”  

Sat 20 10.00am The Saturday Conversation 

Online/live streamed services via Facebook or Website 

and available afterwards on YouTube 

“Avon Valley Churches” 


