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Porch –There was a priest’s  

chamber over the porch.  From 

outside you can see the brick filled 

window of this and the thatched 

stair turret (between the tower and 

the porch). 

 

 

 

St Michael –Above the porch is a  

modern (1970) statue of St Michael 

fighting with the serpent by the 

sculptor, David Holgate.  There is 

also a modern gable cross at the 

east end. 

 

 

Churchyard—note the grave of Sir Francis  

Palgrave (1788-1861) near the east window.  He was 

founder of the Public Records Office and First Deputy 

Keeper.  His son, Francis T Palgrave is best known as 

editor of the Golden Treasury of Songs and Lyrical 

Poems. 

Tower—is said to have been 

built by William of Wykeham, 

Rector of Irstead in 1349 and 

on his death in 1376 he made a 

bequest to ”beautify the  

windows of the church” and 

there is a panel near the  

bottom of the central panel of the East Window 

named in his memory.  (This is not the same William 

of  Wykenham who founded  Winchester College as 

he died in 1404).   The single bell dates from 1662. 

We hope you have enjoyed your visit to St Michael’s 

and learning about some of its history.  More  

detailed information will be available shortly. 

 

If you would like to take this guide home to  

remind you of your visit, a donation towards its cost 

would be most welcome.  Thank you.. 

 

Meanwhile why not sit down quietly for a few  

minutes like many Christians in centuries past would 

have done, to remember the Presence of God and to 

know his love for you and for this world.   

 

Should you ever consider coming to share with us in 

our worship you will be very welcome.  Details of 

services at Irstead can be found on our website at 

www.irstead.churchnorfolk.com.  They are also  

displayed in the porch, together with details of those 

held elsewhere in the Benefice. 

 

A Short Guide to 

St Michael’s Church 

Irstead, Norfolk 

 

 

We welcome you to this beautiful and  

ancient Broadland Church.  It survives  

almost as it was on its completion which 

adds to its charm.   

It is basically a 14
th
 century church with a  

15
th
 century south aisle and porch. 

 

 

Feel free to walk around 

and enjoy the interesting  

features.  Like most  

medieval churches the 

building possesses  

craftsmanship from various 

dates and periods.   

 

 

 

The entrance to the 

church is through a fine 

old wooden door with a 

decorative iron plate.  

This ironwork dates from 

c.1290 and is attributed to 

Thomas de Laighton. 

 

 

The blocked north door 

shows Norman stonework 

in the chevron carving on  

either side.  This might 

have been inserted from an 

earlier building; a fragment 

can also be seen above the 

south door.  

The north wall shows traces of wall paintings of St 

Christopher, Patron Saint of Travellers.   

The paintings would have been limewashed over in 

the Reformation and have only recently come to 

light. 

http://www.irstead.churchnorfolk.com/


Pews—are original, some have  

interesting carving on the ends, pan-

elled backs and animals carved on the 

“arm rests”. 

Pulpit—probably Elizabethan.  Note 

the linen-fold (or starched Tudor linen 

ruffs), and the “monks head” forming 

part of the stair, said to be a rare  

fragment c. 1250 from St Benet’s Abbey. 

Screen—only the base 

remains with the Twelve 

Apostles painted over  

earlier work, sadly  

defaced, probably about 

1552 by Government  

officials.  

 

The Rood Loft which once surmounted it was 

reached by the winding stairway behind the pulpit. 

Font—late 14th century,  

octagonal.  Around the bowl are 

carved panels with traces of the  

original paint. 

 

East— St Veronica’s veil with the  

Sacred Head imprinted thereon. 

 

North—the symbol of the Lamb (ie the victorious self

-sacrifice of Christ). 

 

West—The Divine Finger pointing 

to the names in the Book of Life. 

 

South—St John Baptist’s head on a 

charger (dish) 

 

 

 

These alternate with panels of symbolic foliage.   

At the base, figures of men and lions, 

Layout of St Michael’s Church Chancel—the panelling 

dated 1663 was probably 

added to existing choir 

stalls. 

 

 

 

Altar Table—with the  exception of the top 

 c 1630. 

Altar Rails—attractive 19th 

century work  

(a memorial to Lady  

Palgrave). 

Piscina— in south wall of sanctuary, ie the “basin” 

for washing the sacred vessels.  Another can be found 

in the south aisle by the altar 

Organ—early 19th century, built by Holditch of 

London, and may originally have been a house  

organ. 

Offertory Box—by main door.  A fine copy of me-

dieval Lincolnshire work.  Note the same design in 

the tiling under the altar. 

Roof—look up and note the 

unusual thatching— 

re-thatched in the original style 

in 1999 — the photographs  

displayed on the side of the  

organ show the re-thatching. 

Windows— fragments of medieval glass,  

 

North window—a castle and coat of arms  

 

South window— 

Our Lady’s head  

or maybe St Anne. 

 

South East  window— 

Our Lord at the Last Supper 

 

 

East window -four roundels 

of angels.   

 

The East Window was  

restored to its present  

configuration by Rev John 

Gunn, circa 1857.    

It was then further restored 

in 2004 in memory of Sir Peter Scott (an eminent 

diplomat) who died in 2003 and whose gravestone 

can be seen in the churchyard. 


