
	

Reading:	Acts	7.	55-60																					
But	 Stephen,	 full	 of	 the	 Holy	 Spirit,	 looked	 up	 to	
heaven	and	saw	God's	glory	and	Jesus	standing	at	
the	 right	 side	 of	 God.	 "Look!"	 he	 said.	 "I	 see	
heaven	 opened	 and	 the	 Son	 of	 Man	 standing	 at	
the	right	side	of	God!"		With	a	loud	cry	the	Council	
members	 covered	 their	 ears	 with	 their	 hands.	
Then	 they	 all	 rushed	 at	 him	 at	 once,	 	 threw	him	
out	of	the	city,	and	stoned	him.	The	witnesses	leH	
their	 cloaks	 in	 the	 care	 of	 a	 young	 man	 named	
Saul.	 They	 kept	 on	 stoning	 Stephen	 as	 he	 called	
out	to	the	Lord,	"Lord	Jesus,	receive	my	spirit!"		He	
knelt	down	and	cried	out	in	a	loud	voice,	"Lord!	Do	
not	remember	this	sin	against	them!"	He	said	this	
and	died.	
John	14.	1-14	
Jesus	Comforts	His	Disciples	
“Do	not	let	your	hearts	be	troubled.	You	believe	in	
God;	 believe	 also	 in	me.	 	My	 Father’s	 house	 has	
many	rooms;	if	that	were	not	so,	would	I	have	told	
you	 that	 I	 am	 going	 there	 to	 prepare	 a	 place	 for	
you?			And	if	I	go	and	prepare	a	place	for	you,	I	will	
come	back	and	take	you	to	be	with	me	that	you		

also	 may	 be	 where	 I	 am.	 	 Know	 the	 way	 to	 the	
place	where	I	am	going.”	
Jesus	the	Way	to	the	Father	
Thomas	said	to	him,		
“Lord,	we	don’t	know	where	you	are	going,	so	how	
can	we	know	the	way?”	
Jesus	answered,	“I	am	the	way	and	 the	 truth	and	
the	 life.	 No	 one	 comes	 to	 the	 Father	 except	
through	me.	 	If	you	really	know	me,	you	will	know	
my	Father	as	well.	From	now	on,	you	do	know	him	
and	have	seen	him.”	
Philip	said,	“Lord,	show	us	the	Father	and	that	will	
be	enough	for	us.”	
Jesus	answered:	“Don’t	you	know	me,	Philip,	even	
aHer	 I	 have	 been	 among	 you	 such	 a	 long	 Wme?	
Anyone	who	has	seen	me	has	seen	the	Father.		

How	can	you	say,	‘Show	us	the	Father’?			Don’t	you	
believe	that	I	am	in	the	Father,	and	that	the	Father	
is	in	me?	The	words	I	say	to	you	I	do	not	speak	on	
my	own	authority.	Rather,	it	is	the	Father,	living	in	
me,	who	is	doing	his	work.	Believe	me	when	I	say	
that	I	am	in	the	Father	and	the	Father	is	in	me;	or	
at	 least	 believe	 on	 the	 evidence	 of	 the	 works	
themselves.	 	 	 Very	 truly	 I	 tell	 you,	 whoever	
believes	in	me	will	do	the	works	I	have	been	doing,	
and	 they	 will	 do	 even	 greater	 things	 than	 these,	
because	 I	 am	 going	 to	 the	 Father.	 And	 I	 will	 do	
whatever	you	ask	 in	my	name,	 so	 that	 the	Father	
may	 be	 glorified	 in	 the	 Son.	 You	may	 ask	me	 for	
anything	in	my	name,	and	I	will	do	it.	

Brian’s	ReflecHon	
These	words	 from	John	14	will	be	very	well	know	
to	 those	who	 have	 been	 to	 a	 few	 funerals!	 They	
are	words	of	comfort	for	the	bereaved.	Jesus			says	
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“I	am	the	way,	the	truth	and	the	life”.	 	The	way	is	
unselfish,	sacrificial	love:	love	that’s	even	prepared	
to	 suffer.	 Our	 first	 reading	 shows	 Stephen	 being	
stoned	to	death	because	of	the	words	he	had	been	
saying	 –	 a	 long	 sermon	 than	 ends	 with	 the	
accusaWon	 that	 they	 had	 betrayed	 and	murdered	
Jesus.	 But	 even	 in	 his	 death	 Stephen	 follows	 the	
way	of	 Jesus,	 “Father	 forgive	 them”.	 	 Jesus	 is	 the	
truth:	he	reveals	the	truth	about	God	who	is	love.	
And	 he	 is	 the	 life	 –	 the	 love	 of	 God	 which	 was	
revealed	in	Jesus	on	the	cross	and	was	made	clear	
to	 his	 followers	 in	 his	 resurrecWon,	 cannot	 be	
defeated.	We	must	hang	on	to	that	love,	and	grow	
in	that	love	all	our	days.	Here	are	words	of	Thomas	
Merton,	which	I	have	always	found	deeply	moving	
and	challenging.	

To	say	that	I	am	made	in	the	image	of	God														
is	to	say	that	love	is	the	reason	for	my	existence,																																																																

for	God	is	love.	

Love	is	my	true	iden;ty.	
Selflessness	is	my	true	self.	
Love	is	my	true	character.	

Love	is	my	name.	

If	therefore	I	do	anything	
or	think	anything	

or	say	anything	or	know	anything	
that	is	not	purely	for	the	love	of	God,	

it	cannot	give	me	peace,	or	rest,	
or	fulfilment,	or	joy;	

to	find	love	
I	must	enter	into	the	sanctuary	

where	it	is	hidden,	
which	is	the	mystery	of	God.	

		

Some	services	on	television,	radio	and	
other	media	

Sunday	Worship	BBC	One	
Sunday	10	May,	10am	

Sunday	Worship	BBC	Radio	4	
Sunday	10	May,	8.10-9am		
			
Leicester	Cathedral	
www.leicestercathedral.org/online-services	
Sunday	morning,	10	May,	10.30am	
Morning	Worship	led	by	the	cathedral	
clergy.	

Gaulby	Group	Saturday	Morning	Prayer	
Every	Saturday,	9-9.20am	Phone	for	details	

laundeabbey.org.uk		Launde@Home			
Links	to	prayers	and	services	

FOOD	BANK	COLLECTION	

Thank	 you	 for	 the	 tremendous	 support	 for	 the	
Food	Bank.	Two	boot	loads	have	gone	to	The	Well	
in	 Kibworth	where	 they	 are	 supporWng	 people	 in	
the	local	villages.			

NEXT	COLLECTION	
2pm	-8pm	

This	coming	Thursday	
Boxes	in	the	same	places

http://www.leicestercathedral.org/online-services
http://laundeabbey.org.uk

