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 Overview  
My family and I began looking after the churchyard in September 2015 as it became a spot close to our 
hearts after my dad was buried here in March 2014. At the time I was doing an MSc in Biodiversity and 
Conservation and have since volunteered and worked for wildlife conservation organisations where I 
have developed an interest in wildflower meadow restoration and pollinator conservation and wanted 
to put what I have learned to good use. The main aim has been to restore a wildflower meadow to the 
central area of grass which in 2015 had started to become overgrown (growing as tall as the 
gravestones in some places) with brambles and hogweed - indicators of rank grassland - creeping in, 
grass tussocks forming and few wildflower species present. 

Over the last five years the diversity of wildflowers found at Marton has gradually increased, through 
a combination of an improved cutting regime - the grass is scythed in late summer with an additional 
late spring cut if needed – and the sowing of native wildflower seeds and plug plants, particularly 
through the introduction of yellow rattle which is hemi-parasitic, feeding of the roots of grass species 
reducing their dominance which allows other wildflower species to come through. 

 
The churchyard looks at its best in spring with a lovely covering of snowdrops and native daffodils, 
followed by campion, forget-me-nots and cow parsley. As summer advances, bush vetch, meadow 
vetchling, yellow rattle, knapweed, buttercups and clover start to come into flower. 

 
 
 

 Grassland management: cutting regime  
 

• Switched from strimming to scything – scything is more peaceful, doesn’t require petrol and is 
better for wildlife. 

• Scything is carried out from late July onwards, leaving areas that are still in flower until they have 
set seed. Cutting different areas on rotation also has benefits as it means there is always a variety 
of habitat structure available to insects, birds and small mammals, and also helps spread the 
workload out! 

• The arisings (cuttings) are removed after a couple of days – the process of cutting and raking helps 
shake out wildflower seeds to continue species richness the following year.  

• Depending on how winter conditions have been and how the grass is growing, if needed the grass 
is scythed in late spring to allow wildflower species to come through. This mimics the effect 
grazing livestock would have on hay meadows before they are moved off them in the spring. 

• In 2019, arisings were left in piles over winter before being removed, creating some bare patches 
where wildflower seedlings have been planted this spring – these flowers will hopefully have a 
better chance of getting established without the competition from grasses.  

• The paths are regularly mown by Jean – a frequent job in the summer months! 
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 Wildflower restoration  
 

• Each autumn and spring I have sown wildflower seeds and planted wildflower seedlings to 
increase the diversity of species. All wildflower seeds and plants have been sourced locally from 
‘floralocale’ recognised sources to avoid the introduction of non-native species. 

• Species that have been sown/planted include yarrow, scabious, red clover, meadow cranesbill, 
wild clary, oxeye daisy, bird’s-foot trefoil, campion, viper’s bugloss,   

• In 2019, after several years sowing seed, yellow rattle finally established itself. Yellow rattle is 
hemiparasitic on grass (it’s roots lock onto grass roots and steal nutrients) making it a good plant 
to reduce the vigour of grass. 

• I have also collected wildflower seeds from existing species in the churchyard and sown them in 
areas that are not as rich to try and increase diversity.  
 

 Wildlife found in the churchyard  
 

A wide range of wildlife has been recorded in the churchyard – either through sightings or through 
evidence of nests (in the case of small mammals such as voles). 
• All eight common bumblebee species have been recorded in addition to some cuckoo bumblebee 

species. 
• Many solitary bees species have been seen in the churchyard, including tawny mining bees, leaf 

cutter bees, nomad bees with many more species not identified. 
• Butterfly species include peacock, tortoiseshell, orange tip, wall, skipper, speckled wood, admiral, 

large white, ringlet and meadow brown. Azure damselflies and a female southern hawker 
dragonfly have also been seen. 

• After a moth trapping evening in August 2019, 25 species of moth were recorded – we hope to 
carry out another moth trapping again this year. 

• Bird species include chaffinches, sparrows, robins, blackbirds, blue tits and probably many more – I 
once saw a tree creeper. 

• Common toads, frogs and smooth newts have been found in the churchyard. 
 

 Pond  
 

• In 2018 the pond became quite overgrown and eventually dried out - 2018 was a very hot, dry 
summer and as the pond is man-made it has no natural water source. Even natural ponds do dry 
out from time to time as part of their natural cycle and wildlife that inhabit them are able to cope 
with this.  

• In early spring 2019 some vegetation was cleared from the pond to open it up again. A bank of soil 
was added at the upper end of the pond (it is on a slope and so this end will never fill with water) 
and purple loosestrife, bugle and water mint were planted.  

• The pond supports a lot of wildlife – frogs and toads are regularly spotted, as are damselflies and 
in August 2019 a female southern hawker dragonfly was seen. Newts were also seen again in 2020 
after a couple of years without any sightings. 

 

 Hedges and trees  
 

• We are fortunate to have a local farmer who cuts the hedge (the top and car park side) and we cut 
the churchyard side. 

• In September 2019 work was carried out by a tree surgeon to lift the crowns of the rowan, lime 
and horse chesnut by the pond to let more light through, in addition to the hawthorn by the bird 
feeder - they also assured us that the ash trees are healthy.   
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 Changes over the last few years  
 

June 2015: Brambles encroaching into the grass, 
with grass taller than gravestones. 

June 2018: The grass is still long—but not as long! 

 
 
 

  
May 2016: A good patch of campion has established 
itself. 

April 2018: The native daffodils look lovely in spring 

 

  
July 2017: Knapweed is a good late summer 
food source for bees and butterflies. 

August 2017: Scything instead of strimming the grass 
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 Changes over the last few years                                                            
 
 
 

Pond in 2018 (left) before some restoration work in 2019 (middle) to plant water 
mint, bugle and purple loosestrife (in flower, right). 

Smooth newt in the pond, April 2020 

Southern hawker dragonfly, 
August 2019 

Snowdrops and primroses (below) in early spring 

Above: Yellow rattle, meadow 
vetchling and red clover, summer 
2019 

Left: Speckled wood butterfly, 
white tailed bumblebee and red 
tailed bumblebee on knapweed, 
summer 2019 


