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From the Register 
 

  Saturday 14
th
 March   

    Orson Elias Batin 

      Jacob Santangeli-Ball 

   Baptisms

Thursday 19
th 

 March 2020 

  Margaret Morgan 

Bereavements 

“I turn to Christ” 

“Underneath are the  
everlasting arms” 

This year will be a very different Easter than 

what we are used to. 

We do hope in spite of all the troubles around 

the world we will all be able to say 

We wish all our readers a  

Very Happy Easter 
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   The Vicar Writes  
 

Dear Friends 

A horseman riding by 

As I sit here writing this article on a bright, sunny Wednesday morning in late 
March, it is hard not to be struck by the change in our world since I sat down to 
write February’s musings for ‘Saints Alive’.  Reading back, the theme was then of 
how we must look after our planet, how we are entrusted with great 
responsibility to care for God’s creation.  A month or so later, and that remains 
very true, although the outworking of it may be somewhat different in focus.  
There is no less need to care for the environment, to plan for a reduction in our 

carbon footprint, to make the world in which we live fit for future generations as 
well as for our own.  However, the impact of what for many was until recently a 
Chinese problem – the coronavirus COVID-19 – has shifted a lot of our 
perceptions. 

On 15th March, although we didn’t know it then, we held our last act of public 
worship in Church.  We had already run around making sure we had liquid soap and 
paper towels in all the toilets, plus plenty of notices asking people to wash their 
hands.  Not everybody was happy to do so, sadly, and this really showed the sort 
of problems which we were to see in the panic buying and failure to apply social 
distancing which has led to the severe restrictions on our movement we see 
today. 

Since that Sunday, we have moved from handwashing and social distancing in 
Church, to suspension of public worship, and, yesterday, to the complete closure 
of buildings even for private prayer.  It really has happened very quickly.  We 
have moved from offering a full Communion with Sunday School to live Facebook 
videos from the Vicarage in the space of less than a fortnight. 

Ironically, carbon dioxide emissions have dropped up to 35% in the cities most 
affected by the virus. 

The Western world is struggling to cope with what, in another time, would have 
been referred to as a pestilence.  Epidemics of fatal disease have been pretty 
common through human history, the best known being the bubonic plaque (Black 
Death) and Spanish Flu, both of which killed millions, far more than the worst 
predictions for coronavirus.  We have lost our resilience to this kind of outbreak, 
as modern medicine has removed our fear of most contagious illnesses.  We have 
become used to cures being readily available for all but the most serious, and 
rare, infections, and inoculations mean we rarely see disease which blighted 
previous generations.  Smallpox, polio, even measles rarely figure in our daily 
lives, and things like leprosy are confined to the pages of the Bible.  Pestilence 
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has, historically, been such a dreaded thing that one of the horsemen of the 
apocalypse bears the name (hence the title of this piece). 

Does this mean that we, as human beings, need to change the way we behave?  
Does the outbreak of an illness mean that humanity needs to be fundamentally 
different?  Well, of course we are required to act differently in certain 
circumstances – staying at home, washing our hands a lot more than we are 
used to, avoiding many social activities, and so on.  However, fundamentally, 
nothing has changed.  What is different is how we cope. 

The panic buying and hoarding we have seen denuding our supermarkets of 
toilet rolls and pasta, eggs and bread, shows that we are not, as a society, 
geared towards the sort of consideration for others which we often like to 
think we are.  The fact that, despite all the evidence that there are no actual 
shortages of anything, we act as if the shops will run out of food any day, and 
emphasize ‘looking after our own’ rather than considering the wider impact on 
our communities, especially those who cannot get out so easily, or cannot push a 
trolley full of tins around, shows how far away from the ‘blitz spirit’ we really 
have come. 

And why?  Well, one reason may be because we, as a society, no longer 
recognise community as the basic building block of human existence.  The 
‘nuclear family’ – our immediate relatives – have become our priority, and 
modern communication has made it easy for us to operate in an area and never 
really interact with our neighbours.  And it is much more difficult to give 
priority to the needs of people we don’t know, especially if we don’t think it is 
important to do so. 

Jesus’ instruction to ‘love your neighbour as yourself’, found in Matthew, Mark 
and Luke’s Gospel accounts, is a restatement of a much older command, found 
in Leviticus 19.  It is a fundamental building block for the sort of society for 
which God created humanity.  We are not made to be independent and self-
reliant, but to be mutually dependent and supportive of one another.  People 
with limited social contacts are much less happy than those who socialize 
widely, and that is because we are created in God’s image – and God, as Trinity, 
is community. 

So as we negotiate our way through the unfamiliar landscape of social isolation 
and pestilence, let’s not lose sight of the fact that we are not the most 
important thing on the planet.  Our willingness to serve others, to truly love our 
neighbours, is the most authentic way we can remain true to the plan of God 
for Creation.  And that is so whether we face hardship or disease, or peace and 
plenty.  The instruction does not change, and neither should our attitude. 

So look after each other, check up on your friends and family yes, but also on 
those you may not know or even may not like.  God does not differentiate 
between the popular and unpopular, between ‘us’ and ‘them’ in His instructions, 
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DIARY DATES   
 
 

Thursday 2
nd  

April 
9.00 am  Food Bank - In Church   
 

Thursday 9th  Maundy Thursday 

9.00 am  Food Bank - In Church   

Thursday 16th 
9.00 am  Food Bank - In Church   
 
 

Thursday 23rd   St George’s Day 

 9.00 am  Food Bank - In Church   
 
 

Thursday 30th    

 9.00 am  Food Bank - In Church   

 The Lord is my Shepherd 

A Sunday school teacher decided to have her young class memorise one of 

the most quoted passages in the Bible, Psalm 23. She gave the youngsters a 

month to learn the Psalm, but little Charles did not find it easy to memorise 

much of anything. 

On the day that the children were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in front of 

the congregation, Charles stepped up to the microphone and began proudly, 

“The Lord is my Shepherd….” He knew that much, but the rest of the Psalm 

suddenly deserted him.  So he concluded bravely: “… and that’s all I need to 

know.” 

Don’t break’em 

There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family Bible to her 

brother in another part of the country. “Is there anything breakable in 

here?” asked the postal clerk. 

The lady paused for a moment. “Only the Ten Commandments,” she said 

politely. 

Environmentally friendly transport   

While driving in the countryside, a family caught up to an old farmer and his 

horse-drawn cart. The farmer obviously had a sense of humour, because 

attached to the back of the carriage was a hand printed sign: ‘Ecologically 

efficient vehicle: Runs on oats and grass. Caution: Do not step in exhaust.’ 

Articles for inclusion in the May 2020 Magazine should be 
handed to Daphne Randles by Sunday 19th April 2020  
please. Or Email: daphne.randles@yahoo.co.uk or phone 
on 0151 722 4374 
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St. James the Least of All 
On how to run your notice board  

 

My dear Nephew Darren 

Your decision to place a notice board outside your church seems a good one – 

and its design in blue plastic with luminous red detachable letters seems 

entirely in keeping with the aesthetics of your building. Make sure that it is 

lockable, however, as an innocent notice saying ‘all are welcome’ may be 

modified by a devotee of anagrams to say something far less polite by the 

following day. 

We recently replaced ours, which had disappeared shortly before last 

bonfire night. That the Scouts’ bonfire had a board which closely resembled 

our old one in its centre was, I am sure, a complete coincidence. The Venture 

Scouts’ collective smirk during the following week’s Parade Service did give 

one pause for thought, and the Cubs’ collapse into helpless laughter at the 

chorus ‘So light up the fire and let the flames burn’ only increased suspicion. 

On reflection, you may not have been wise to use your notice board to tell 

everyone your holiday dates. Certainly, various local burglars were tripping 

over each other inside the vicarage while you were away. However, the note 

the last one left you, saying that next time he broke in, he would 

bring you something, since you had so little left, was quite touching. 

Inevitably, now that your church has a notice board, there will be open 

warfare over who is allowed to display notices on it. Will the Slimmers Club 

be seen as biblical? Why is the Ladies Guild notice twice as large as all the 

others? And do remember that while everyone will want space to display their 

notices, no one will ever remove them once the event is over. Plaintive 

announcements of Christmas parties in April or of Summer Fetes in 

November only serve to take people down memory lane. 

Here’s the best way to manage a notice board: create that panacea for all 

problems: a sub-committee. These poor people only ever exist in order to get 

the clergy out of tight corners and to make sure that matters are discussed 

at such inordinate length that every issue eventually dies a natural death. 

And if even that fails, you could have a quiet word with our Scouts before 

next year’s bonfire night. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 
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and so neither should we.  We have all fallen short of God’s glory, as St Paul 
writes in his letter to the Romans, and so we all need God’s mercy and 
generous grace.  And so we should be willing to extend that grace to all we 
meet, whether they are ‘ours’ or not, because to be like Jesus should be the 
ultimate aim of all of us. 

“For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  
Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a 
good person someone might actually dare to die.  But God proves his love for 
us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.”  Romans 5:6-8 
(NRSV) 

Stay indoors and look after one another. 
God bless 
Howard 

Church coronavirus update 
 

As you will be aware, the current epidemic of the coronavirus COVID-19 has 
made some very big changes to the way we are able to carry out Church 
activities.  All public worship has been suspended, and the Church building will 
remain closed, even for private prayer, for the duration. 

We are still a worshipping, caring community however.  Services are being 
broadcast on our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/
allsaintsstoneycroft/) and on You Tube (https://www.youtube.com/ search ‘All 
Cuthbert’ and click the ‘Videos’ tab to see uploaded content).  We are offering 
a live service of Holy Communion on a Sunday at 10.30am and a Wednesday at 
9.30am, along with Daily Prayer at midday each day apart from Sunday.  
Restrictions mean that these will be broadcast from the Vicarage rather than 
Church, but the content will be familiar. 

We are all encouraged to keep an eye on each other.  Visiting is not allowed, 
and the over-70s should not leave their homes, but we can phone, Skype and 
Facetime, or even write the occasional letter.  The Church is ready to help 
where it may – you can email the Vicar at revhowardleatherbarrow@gmail.com 
or call him on 07769276734 if you need any practical help, or would just like 
to talk. 

There are challenges too for the future of our Church, especially financially 
with the loss of income from room bookings and casual loose plate giving.  The 
Vicar has written to all those on the Electoral Roll, and a copy of this letter is 
included in this magazine – please prayerfully consider the requests outlined. 

Keep checking the Facebook page and website (https://
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/15216/) for further updates.  Do let the 
Vicar know if you are unable to access the internet, so that provision can be 
made to keep you informed by post. 

https://www.facebook.com/allsaintsstoneycroft/
https://www.facebook.com/allsaintsstoneycroft/
https://www.youtube.com/
mailto:revhowardleatherbarrow@gmail.com
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/15216/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/15216/
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Our meeting in March was held 

at St David’s, a lovely bright 

sunny afternoon.  

Our numbers were few but we 

managed to relax and enjoy each others company for our social afternoon.  

We laughed and enjoyed the lovely refreshments, along with our quizzes 

and a good sing along. It was a very welcome time of fun and fellowship for 

us all.   A very happy afternoon for what seems to be our last meeting 

together for the foreseeable future due to corona virus. 

All MU branches are to close until further notice and any events we have 

made have to be cancelled. 

As the Archbishops have said that we need to find new ways to be a 

church, we also at MU need to find new ways to be Mothers Union. Our 

Diocesan President Caroline Collins will light a candle every evening at 6pm, 

and say the corona virus prayer for the Liverpool Diocese and she would like 

members from around the diocese to join her in this action of prayer. 

 Lord Jesus Christ 

 You taught us to love our neighbour 

 And to take care of those in need 

 As if we were caring for you. 

 In this time of anxiety, give us strength 

 To comfort the fearful, to tend the sick 

 And to assure the isolated 

 Of our love and your love 

 For your names sake.  Amen. 
 

We do have some good news to share, 

Diane De Costa who is Mothers Union branch leader from  St Marys West 

Derby has been in touch and informed us she is now our West Derby Area 

Dean President.  We hope to meet Diane later on this year. 

We send our love and prayers to all our branch members and indoor 

members at All Saints and at St David’ at this time of uncertainty and 

worry. 

We must remember to reach out and care for everyone as much as we 

possibly can, a phone call to someone can make all the difference to their 

day. 

You are always in our prayers. 

 Jean  
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True enough, we need to open the door of our 

hearts to Jesus, who stands and knocks. 

Sometimes I wonder, though, if perhaps Jesus 

is already inside us and knocking on the door 

for us to let him escape from our stale  

self-centredness.” 

February 2020     www.childrenssociety.org.uk 

Thank you for sharing the light of Christingle 

Thank you so much for your gift of £275.00 raised 

at your Christingle celebration.  It’s thanks to the 

money raised in churches and congregations like yours that Christingles have 

helped over one million children in this country who are facing the darkest 

situations imaginable. 

The funds All Saints Church, Stoneycroft have raised will be absolutely 

vital in showing even more children that they matter this year.  We know 

that organising a Christingle is a team effort and that there are many vital 

roles in bringing your community together to share the light of Christingle.  

We can’t thank you enough for all the hard work you put in. 

Last year more than 6,000 celebrations taking place up and down the 

country raised almost £1.3 million to light up the lives of children and young 

people between the ages of 10 and 18.  every penny raised at your 

Christingle makes a life changing difference for young people 

Thank you once again for helping to make sure that children in the country 

can look forward to a brighter future. 

Andrew Moran   

(Head of Supporter Relations) 

We know that there are so many more people in Liverpool who still need our 

help, and with your ongoing support, we’ll continue to offer help to anyone 

who needs it.  Thank you. 

Hettie Miles  

(Fundraiser) 

“ 



8 

February 2020      www.whitechapelcentre.co.uk 

 On behalf of the Whitechapel Centre I would like to  

 thank you for your recent donation of £120.50 raised   

 from your Christmas Card Fundraiser.  We are very   

 grateful to you for your support. 

The Whitechapel Centre is a leading homeless and housing charity for the 

Liverpool region.  We work with people who are rough sleeping, living in 

hostels or struggling to manage their accommodation.  We are committed 

to help people find and maintain a home and learn the life skills essential 

for independent living. 

In 2018 we supported more than 4,000  people in Liverpool who were 

experiencing homelessness.  It’s only thanks to the generosity of 

supporters like you that we’re able to continue our life changing. 

Lifesaving work.  Thank you. 

We believe prevention is the first step in the fight against homelessness.  

We aim to offer support in housing at every step of the journey of 

homelessness, from the moment a person is at risk of losing their home, 

right through to those who have become entrenched in a ‘street lifestyle’.  

With this in mind, we also prevented 1,243 individuals from becoming 

homeless thanks to interventions for those at risk including drop-in advice 

sessions, benefits advice and personal negotiation with landlords and 

agencies. 

We supported a further 1,848 homeless people into the right 

accommodation for their needs.  We also ensure 1,199 people had access 

to education and employment activities to enable them to continue to live 

independently. 

Because of your support and generosity our vital services remain open to 

all, operation 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, including day and night 

shelters, a 24 hour public helpline (0300 2041), and dedicated Street 

Outreach Teams. 

Missions and Charities Committee 
The Missions and Charities committee have made donations to the following charities 

during the last few months. A full copy of these Letters can be found on the notice 

board at the back of the Western Room. 

The 

Whitechapel 

Centre 
Real solution to 

housing and 

homelessness 

Rev. George Taylor 
It was with sadness that we heard of the death 

of the Reverend George Taylor on Sunday 16th 

February 2020. 

 George came to All Saints’ Church, Stoneycroft 

in 1979 together with his wife Cynthia, children 

Rebecca and Simon and his mother-in law Mrs. 

West.  He was priested in 1970 and prior to coming to All Saints, he served 

as Curate at Holy Trinity, Wavertree and then incumbent at All Saints’ 

Newton-le-Willows. 

In those days All Saints’ had 8.00 am Holy Communion, 9.30 am Sung Holy 

Communion, 11.00 am Morning Prayer and 6.30 pm Evensong, making Sunday a 

very busy day for him.  The 

church then had pews right to 

the back of the church and I 

can remember him organising 

the men of the parish to 

remove the back section so we 

could have an open space at 

the back of Church. He also 

introduced a Bible study twice 

a month which was held in the 

vicarage.  This meant that 

Cynthia and Mrs West were able come and a great contribution they made 

to the discussion.    

Unfortunately George’s health began to suffer and it was decided that a 

smaller parish would suit him better and so we sadly said goodbye when he 

left in 1983 to become incumbent at St. David’s, Haigh and Aspull, where he 

stayed until his retirement in 2004.  After this he was made Honorary 

Curate at St. Peter’s, Hindley. 

On 28th February a few of us were able to attend George’s funeral at St. 

Peter’s Church and although a sad occasion it was good to see the family 

again. 

We send our condolences to Cynthia, Rebecca, Simon, Jacci, Carla, Georgina 

and Joshua and assure them of our love and prayers at this sad time. 

Norma 

5 
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Jesus is King! 

It seems incredible that the very same people who lined the streets 

to acclaim Jesus with shouts of joy, throwing their garments on the 

ground, will soon be shouting “crucify him”.  We wonder at the 

fickleness of the human heart and examine our own conduct to see 

where we too have turned our back on Jesus: when we have not been 

bothered; when we have loved ourselves more than him; when we’ve 

been cowards and not stood up for our faith. Palm Sunday confirms 

Jesus as King; we too have received an anointing in baptism which 

makes us part of God’s family, children of the king, and therefore 

sharers in his mission.  How do we emulate our humble servant 

leader? 

 Jesus, help us to understand our mission as Christians, to live with 

 integrity, so that whoever we’re with, we take you there,  Jesus: 

 we uphold your royal holy Name.  May we never be ashamed of you 

 or our faith, Jesus. Amen. 

 Without the cross, there is no 

resurrection 

 

 

“ 
Faithful, whatever happens 

And so, the betrayal of Jesus to the authorities on trumped-up charges 

begins.  Satan entered Judas.  It is frightening to see how the devil can 

take possession of a soul, however, we need never let him in: we are always 

free.  Some saints have described Satan as a raging, barking dog, but one 

who is tied up: if you don’t approach him, he can’t bite you.  Peter promises 

allegiance but nevertheless soon falls away, denying all knowledge of Christ.  

Here is yet another example of human frailty and weakness.  We are not 

strong; we can’t manage alone; we need all the help we can get.  Let’s tell 

Our Lord that we wish to be faithful to him, whatever happens. 

 Jesus, help us in our weakness.  We are poor, fickle creatures.  

 Keep us close to you.  We cannot manage without you.  Without 

 your grace we can do nothing well.  Amen 
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Take up the cross 

“Father if you are willing, remove this cup from me, yet not my will, 

but yours be done.”  Jesus truly suffers in his passion, he prays in 

preparation, in the garden, and once again his disciples fail him, they 

can’t keep awake.  The moment arrives for him to be taken to the 

authorities.  Pilate doesn’t know what to do with him as he found in 

him no crime whatsoever.  Pilate wanted to please the crowd so he 

releases Barabbas.  Jesus’ flesh suffers for our sinful flesh.  Our 

king is brutally crowned with thorns, as a mock king.  And he takes 

up his cross.  He carries it for us, to teach us that we too must take 

up our cross each day. 

 Jesus, give me strength to do every day what I have to do in 

      order to become more like you.  Amen.  

Without the cross, there is no 

resurrection  

Resurrection Joy! 

Very early on the third day, the holy women brought spices to anoint the 

body of Jesus, but the tomb is empty, Jesus has risen from the dead!  Life 

has overcome death.  He appears to his mother, to Mary Magdalene, his 

disciples… What immense joy must have been theirs! 

God is with us on this earth once again!  We have been redeemed.  We were 

bought at a great price, all the blood of Christ.  May the joy of Christ’s 

resurrection remain with us and strengthen our hope.  Christ is alive in his 

church, his holy bride.  He has promised that the gates of hell will not 

prevail against it. 

 Jesus, thank you for all of your gifts, especially of your passion and 

 death: of your glorious resurrection.  May we live up to your  calling, 

 the calling of our baptism.  Amen. 

The value of our life does not 

depend on the place we occupy.  

 It depends on the way we occupy 

     that place.” 

“ 


