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Service 5th April 2020 (Palm Sunday) 

Hosanna to the Son of David, the King of Israel. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, during Lent we have been preparing 

by works of love and self-sacrifice for the celebration of our Lord’s death 

and resurrection. Today we come together to begin this solemn 

celebration in union with the Church throughout the world. Christ enters 

his own city to complete his work as our Saviour, to suffer, to die, and 

to rise again. Let us go with him in faith and love, so that, united with 

him in his sufferings, we may share his risen life. 

God our Saviour, whose Son Jesus Christ 

entered Jerusalem as Messiah to suffer and 

to die; let these palms be for us signs of his 

victory and grant that we who bear them in 

his name may ever hail him as our King, and 

follow him in the way that leads to eternal 

life; who is alive and reigns with you, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Reading: Matthew 21:1-11 

A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew 

As they approached Jerusalem and came to 

Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go to 

the village ahead of you, and at once you 

will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by 

her. Untie them and bring them to me.  If 

anyone says anything to you, say that the 



Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.” 

This took place to fulfil what was spoken through the prophet: 

 “Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding 

on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They brought 

the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit 

on.  A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others 

cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds 

that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, 

“Who is this?” 

 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in 

Galilee.” 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven 

and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love.  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power 

from on high.   

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 



Psalm 118: verses 1 to 2, and 19 to 29  

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. 

Let Israel say: “His love endures forever.” 

Open for me the gates of the righteous; I will enter and give thanks to 

the Lord. 

This is the gate of the Lord through which the righteous may enter. 

I will give you thanks, for you answered me; you have become my 

salvation. 

The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 

The Lord has done this, and it is marvellous in our eyes. 

The Lord has done it this very day; let us rejoice today and be glad. 

Lord, save us! Lord, grant us success! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

From the house of the Lord we bless you. The Lord is God, and he has 

made his light shine on us. 

With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession up to the horns of the 

altar. 

You are my God, and I will praise you; you are my God, and I will exalt 

you. 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it 

was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. Amen. 



The collect for Palm Sunday 

True and humble king, hailed by the crowd as Messiah: grant us the 

faith to know you and love you, that we may be found beside you on the 

way of the cross, which is the path of glory. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of 

uncertainty and distress. Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 

and lift up all who are brought low; that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Lord Jesus Christ, you taught us to love our neighbour, and to care for 

those in need as if we were caring for you. In this time of anxiety, give 

us strength to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, and to assure the 

isolated of our love, and your love, for your name’s sake. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of compassion, be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. 

In their loneliness, be their consolation; in their anxiety, be their hope; 

in their darkness, be their light; through him who suffered alone on the 

cross, but reigns with you in glory, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Merciful God, we entrust to your tender care those who are ill or in pain, 

knowing that whenever danger threatens your everlasting arms are 

there to hold them safe. Comfort and heal them, and restore them to 

health and strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 



Gracious God, give skill, sympathy and resilience to all who are caring 

for the sick, and your wisdom to those searching for a cure. Strengthen 

them with your Spirit, that through their work many will be restored to 

health; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Powerful God, strengthen the Christian Community at this time of 

uncertainty. We are not people of fear: we are people of courage. We 

are not people who protect our own safety: we are people who protect 

our neighbours’ safety. We are not people of greed: we are people of 

generosity. We are your people, God: giving and loving, wherever we 

are, whatever it costs, for as long as it takes, wherever you call us. 

We trust you to enable us to fulfil our calling. Amen. 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with confidence 

as our Saviour has taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 

come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and 

the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Lord Jesus Christ, you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant, 

and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation: give us the mind 

to follow you and to proclaim you as Lord and King, to the glory of God 

the Father. Amen. 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. Sustain and 

support the anxious, be with those who care for the sick, and lift up all 

who are brought low; that we may find comfort knowing that nothing can 

separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 


