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2nd Sunday of Easter 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

God of glory, by the raising of your Son you have broken 

the chains of death and hell: fill your Church with faith 

and hope; for a new day has dawned and the way to life 

stands open in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

Psalm 16 

Keep me safe, my God, for in you I take refuge. 

I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; apart from you I have 

no good thing.” 

I say of the holy people who are in the land, “They are the 

noble ones in whom is all my delight.” 

Those who run after other gods will suffer more and more. 

I will not pour out libations of blood to such gods or take 

up their names on my lips. 

Lord, you alone are my portion and my cup; you make my 

lot secure. 

The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;     

surely I have a delightful inheritance. 

I will praise the Lord, who counsels me; even at night my 

heart instructs me. 

I keep my eyes always on the Lord. With him at my right 

hand, I will not be shaken. 

Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my 

body also will rest secure, because you will not abandon 



me to the realm of the dead, nor will you let your faithful 

one see decay. 

You make known to me the path of life; you will fill me with 

joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right 

hand. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever 

shall be, for ever and ever, Amen. 

John 20: 19-31 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the 

disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of 

the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them 

and said, “Peace be with you!” After he said this, he 

showed them his hands and side. The disciples were 

overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has 

sent me, I am sending you.” And with that he breathed 

on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 

anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not 

forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the 

Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. So 

the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his 

hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put 

my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 

A week later his disciples were in the house again, and 

Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, 



Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger 

here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into 

my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 

Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you 

have believed; blessed are those who have not seen 

and yet have believed.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, from whom every 

family in heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts 

through faith, and fills us with his love.  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens 

us with power from on high.   

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

The collect for the second Sunday of Easter 

Risen Christ, for whom no door is locked, no entrance 

barred: open the doors of our hearts, that we may seek 

the good of others and walk the joyful road of sacrifice 

and peace, to the praise of God the Father.  

Amen. 



Let us pray to God for the needs of the world. 

We thank you Father for all those people who are working 

so hard and risking their lives to keep us safe and 

supplied with the necessities of life: for doctors, nurses, 

therapists, cleaners, pharmacists and all other NHS staff; 

for those who are caring for others in care homes or in 

their own homes; for supermarket staff, food 

manufacturers and packers, delivery drivers, postal 

workers and refuse collectors; for police officers, 

ambulance crews and fire fighters; for all those many 

people upon whom we rely, and whom in ordinary times 

we often forget.  

Be with them all, and grant them strength and courage to 

continue in their vital roles. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We remember all those who are suffering at this time: 

those who are ill at home or in hospital; those who are 

separated from the ones they love; those who are shut in 

at home with someone who is violent or abusive; those 

who are mourning and are denied even the solace of a 

funeral. 

Make your presence known to them in their anxiety, fear 

and grief; and help us all to help one another even when 

we cannot be together. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Looking beyond our own family, neighbourhood and 

nation, we remember those in other lands where life was 

already hard before the current crisis hit: war-torn 

countries where medical supplies and food cannot reach 



those who need them; developing countries where clean 

water is a rare luxury; countries whose leaders dismiss 

as scaremongering concerns about the current 

pandemic. 

Grant wisdom and compassion to all leaders of nations, 

so that past disputes can be set aside as we all work for 

the common good. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray 

with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Lord God our Father, through our Saviour Jesus Christ 

you have assured your children of eternal life and in 

baptism have made us one with him: deliver us from the 

death of sin and raise us to new life in your love, in the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, by the grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. 

Sustain and support the anxious, be with those who care 

for the sick, and lift up all who are brought low; that we 

may find comfort knowing that nothing can separate us 

from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 


