Parishes of Greatham, Empshott and Hawkley with Priors Dean	 21st March 2020

From Peter Sutton
Sunday is Mothering Sunday and a very different day from what we might have hoped for or expected.  Support Groups have sprung into action which is wonderful and you will have had details of those through your letter box.  If you have any concerns and would like to talk, or would like prayers said for a particular person or issue please contact be by phone 01730 827459 or email peter.sutton@portsmouth.anglican.org
The Archbishops of York and Canterbury have said that that ‘public worship must now stop for a season’. 
You will be aware that across the Benefice, groups are being established to help those who are isolated and in particular need. That has been the first priority. The volunteer response has been very encouraging. Leaflets have been distributed and details will appear again in the Village Magazine.
In addition to public worship, bell ringing, Reflections, Yewlian Meetings, Compline, Coffee and Chat, Coffee Café, Benefice Bible Study Group, activities for children, Open Days and the Empshott Flower Festival are now suspended until further notice. ‘Meetings’ will need to happen electronically or by telephone and Annual Church Meetings are postponed.  You will have heard on the media that whilst baptisms, weddings and funerals can still happen the arrangements for them will need to be different during the course of the pandemic.  Please keep couples planning their weddings, parents planning baptisms and families organising funerals in your prayers.
At this difficult time it will be my responsibility to pray for and on behalf of the parishes in the Benefice. My intention is to have a brief 10-minute service each Sunday morning in each of our four churches. It is impossible to plan for more than a few days and so I will write again with appropriate news. As the weeks pass, I hope we will find innovative ways of enabling more people to share in Sunday worship but that will take a little time to organise.
Our churches remain open as places for prayer and in each there is guidance about health and hygiene for you and for others. Greatham, Empshott and Hawkley Churches are open every day. Priors Dean Church will be open between 1100 – 1200 on Thursday 26thMarch when I will be there. 
Unless the Government or Archbishops’ advice changes this is the plan for Sunday …
Sunday 22nd March - Mothering Sunday
8.00am	The Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby is to lead a national broadcast as the Church of England responds to the challenge of becoming a “different sort of church” in the face of the coronavirus crisis. The service – including prayers, hymns and a short sermon – will be broadcast online by the Church of England and broadcast across 39 local BBC radio stations – including BBC Radio Solent.

Prayers will be said at 
8.45am		Priors Dean	
9.30am		Hawkley
10.30am	Empshott
11.15am	Greatham
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please note – I want you to know that these short services are happening in your Church and to for you to know that you and your families are being prayed for. Please also note that these are not public services and It is  important for your safety and for the safety of others that you stay at home.  Attached is a copy of the service I will use throughout the morning and you might like to use it at home, perhaps also at the same time. 
My hope is to produce a short video reflection each week. This document will hopefully come to you later today with a link here for a personal reflection.  This is new technology for us so please be patient!

7.00pm		Light a Candle at home
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York invite us all to place a lighted candle in a window or on a table at 7pm. The intention is for the light to be a focus for our prayers and concerns - for those who are sick or anxious, for all involved in our health service and as a sign of solidarity and hope in the light of Christ that can never be extinguished. Please consider doing that and you may wish to use this prayer:
Lord Jesus Christ,
you taught us to love our neighbour,
and to care for those in need
as if we were caring for you.
In this time of anxiety, give us strength
to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick,
and to assure the isolated
of our love, and your love,
for your name’s sake. Amen.

To see services streamed from our Cathedral go the Cathedral website
www.portsmouthcathedral.org.uk

For those who value the opportunity to worship using the Book of Common Prayer, this has come from the Prayer Book Society.
	  
	Dear Members and Friends of the Prayer Book Society
In these extraordinary days when all our churches are closed for public worship, many are instead offering services streamed online.
 
These are a few online Book of Common Prayer Services of which we are aware thus far. These are expected to be regular services rather than one-offs; but please bear in mind that most churches will be using this technology for the first time, so please be patient as they feel their way in this new landscape.
 
For services being streamed via Facebook, please note that you do NOT require a Facebook account, or to be logged into Facebook, or to be familiar with Facebook, in order to view them.
SUNDAY, 22nd March:
8.00am: LIVE Holy Communion from St Mary’s, Nantwich (including lessons from the Authorized Version):
www.facebook.com/stmarysnantwich 
Holy Communion (pre-recorded) from All Saints’ Pavement, York:
www.facebook.com/ASPyork
DAILY OFFICES (Morning and Evening Prayer):
Pre-recorded from St John the Baptist, Wimbledon by the Revd Dr Stephen Edmonds (PBS Trustee)
https://tinyurl.com/stjtbsermons 
We are maintaining a list of these streamed BCP services on our websitewhich will be continually updated. If you are aware of regular online BCP services that should be added to this list, please let us know. 





Ven. Peter Sutton


 

