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SB Group Parishes <sbgroupparishes@gmail.com> 25 March 2020 at 16:47

Dear All 
 
We will be sending two emails a week from now - a midweek message (probably on a Tuesday) and the 
regular news letter on a Friday evening. 
If you have any content for these, please do get in touch with Yvonne or I. 
 

Midweek message from Revd Simon 
Dear Friends, 
Revd Maggy and I celebrated Morning Prayer at St Peter & St Paul Scrayingham on Monday morning, by 
Monday evening it was announced that all church buildings would close as part of the government lockdown, 
closed even to priests saying their daily prayers.  We are in unprecedented times.  I see the worry on 
people’s faces in the street, a smile and a “hello, how are you?” is more important than ever – from a safe 
distance of course!  We must all adapt to a new way of living whilst continuing Christian love and care for 
each other. 
During the telephone conversations I had yesterday, it’s been fascinating to hear what church members are 
doing as we begin life in lockdown.  Some mentioned a DIY job that had been put off during the winter, 
decorating and gardening featured as well.  Others are phoning neighbours, friends and family; one person 
is writing letters to residents in Beaumont Manor – how lovely!  A “sorry, wrong number” telephone call to the 
Rectory is usually over as quickly as possible as the receiver on the other end is hurriedly put down.  This 
morning, however, a caller apologised, paused and thoughtfully asked how I was in these difficult times.  A 
small kindness that lifted my morning. 
People seem reflective, looking for opportunities to help others, some are asking deeply theological 
questions in their search for answers.  Please continue to pray, especially for the brave NHS workers, the 
vulnerable and the isolated.  Our church buildings may be closed but it’s you who are the church, taking 
practical care, love and prayer into our communities and I thank you for this.  Maggy and I will support you, 
as ever we are praying for you.  And know that in all this, God is with us. 
With love and prayers,                                                                                                            
Simon 

Prayer and worship resources for use at home: 
BBC Radio 4 daily service, 9.45am                                  
BBC1 Songs of Praise, Sunday 1.15pm                                                                       
 Premier Christian Radio broadcasts Bible studies at intervals throughout the day.     
The Church of England Daily Prayer - download the app from the Church of England 
website.                                                                                                            
The Stamford Bridge Group of Parishes is also on Facebook (see below for the link) 
 

PLEASE NOTE - the front porch at St John's church will be open for food bank donations. 
-- 
Caroline Cambridge 
Stamford Bridge Group of Parishes News 
 

Parish Websites: 
St John the Baptist, Stamford Bridge https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/18986/ 
All Saints, Catton https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/18987/ 
St Peter & St Paul, Scrayingham https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/18997/ 
 

Link to Catton Church roof fund: 
https://www.justgiving.com/allsaintslowcatton   
 

Find us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/Stamford-Bridge-Group-of-Parishes-112902456845869/ 
 
This email is sent to you to share news about the Stamford Bridge Group of Parishes.   
If you wish to unsubscribe from the list please email us and we will delete your name from the list. 
It is our policy to delete names from the list if an email is returned to us as user unknown.    
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**Services have been suspended until further notice** 
Readings and notes are provided at the end of the news sheet. There should be a service on Sunday 

BBC1 at 11:30 am and Songs of Praise at 1:15 pm. 

 

In line with the Government directive, our churches will remain closed. This means that we cannot go in at 

all, no weddings or baptisms but information on funerals will be accessed via the funeral directors.  

Although we love our building, our strap line is that we are "The church in the community" and that's just 

what we will continue to be. 

 

This week’s prayer: 
Gracious Father, you gave up your Son out of love for the world: 

lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, 

that we may know eternal peace through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Message from Revd Simon: 
 

Hello everyone, 
 

How have you found the first 5 days of social distancing?  Although we know it’s an essential measure to 

protect our health and help curtail the spread of Covid 19, it still feels slightly surreal.  I have been 

encouraged by your response to the Phone Friends scheme, many of you have said how much you 

appreciate the phone calls, there appear to be some very interesting conversations taking place in 

Stamford Bridge and Catton!  A special thank you to Caroline Cambridge and Yvonne Pope for producing 

the twice weekly news sheet and to Shannon Vann for the Facebook Page.   
 

I have talked about prayer in recent news sheets, here are some prayers you might like to use over the 

weekend.  Add your own prayers or adapt them if you like. 
 

To God the Father, who created the world; 

To God the Son, who redeemed the world;  

To God the Holy Spirit, who sustains the world: 

Be all praise and glory, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Lord, open our lips, and our mouths shall declare your praise. 

Lord, open our eyes, and our seeing shall behold your glory. 

Lord, open our hearts, and our feeling shall know your love. 

Lord open our minds, and our thinking shall discover your wonders. 

Lord, open our lives, and our living shall declare your Presence. 
 

Let us acknowledge our own fears and worries before we look out to those surrounding us and the world 

beyond. 
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We pray for our neighbours (try to picture them) and our street (name this) and the community we live in 

(Stamford Bridge, High and Low Catton, Scrayingham, Leppington …).  

We pray for those now working from home with all its joys and frustrations; those who because of the 

current situation have no work or face an uncertain future. For the many volunteers who will help with the 

‘wider’ health service.  Especially we pray for doctors, nurses, support staff, hospital managers and the 

emergency services, local and national, working on the front line and facing many difficult decisions.  

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

For all the families who have lost loved ones to this virus, and those who have tested positive to 

coronavirus.  For all who are fearful about the future; that people will act responsibly for the good of all. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for governments around the world especially those struggling with limited resources; for the 

coming economic challenges which will affect us all, especially the world’s poor.  For international co-

operation and goodwill in the search for a vaccine.  

We pray for the Church; for all those who do not know you; all those who are questioning and searching for 

meaning and purpose. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer:  Our Father … 
 

For ourselves Lord, and those in isolation and fear.  May we face these uncertain times wrapped in Jesus’ 

light and love and may we be your blessing to one another.  Amen 
 

If you are feeling lonely or worried, please do give me a ring. 

God bless you and all those you love and care for, 

Simon 

 

CHURCH NOTICES 
 

Food bank 
The food bank box is now in the porch. The diocesan directive says we are allowed on our daily walk  to 

drop off food to collecting points in churches and the church is permitted to pass this to food banks by 

people who are going for their weekly shop. 

So thank you to everyone who continues to buy extra and leave it in the porch. It's good to be able to do 

something practical for those less fortunate than ourselves. 

 

Church Collections 
People have been asking how they may continue their regular giving to Church whilst the services are 

suspended. As a church our monthly bills and commitments continue as normal. If you used to give 

regularly by envelope or on the plate, and you are able to continue giving during the crisis, then you may 

consider switching to online banking or standing orders for the time being. You can cancel these payments 

at any time. Use the bank details below, or contact our treasurer Wendy if you would like to receive a 

standing order form. Also please email if you wish to donate by cheque. 

Thank you 

Treasurer email - wvanbeinum@yahoo.co.uk 

Bank donation - Account Name: St John the Baptist PCC. Sort Code: 40-37-01 Account No. 11021613 

Cheques payable to: St John the Baptist PCC 

 

Hooray for Mothers Union! 
The Mothering Sunday "Songs of Praise" was a feast of beautiful hymns and an insight into MU. 

It was started in 1876 by Mary Sumner, a young grandmother and clergy wife, to support young mothers in 

the community. One of its first successful campaigns was, in 1929 to raise the age of marriage in this 

country from 12 to 16 years old. Since then it has campaigned successfully on many issues. 
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The MU consists of 4 million church based volunteers in 84 different countries. Men and women, young and 

old, standing against violence, hate and isolation, able to listen to people’s needs and through this 

transform communities in a substantial way. 

The MU is underpinned by Prayer and these are said daily at midday. So every minute of the day around 

the world someone in MU is praying. 

We have 21 members of our MU and feel very blessed to be part of such a wonderful world wide family. 

Andrea 

 

PSALM 23 

Reading the Archbishops' letter regarding coronavirus and advice to read 23rd PSALM reminded 

me of this story. 

A wee boy, let’s call him Johnny, was told by his teacher that his homework was to learn the 23rd PSALM 

by heart. Johnny was not very good at learning by heart, but he tried his best. The next day, sure enough, 

Johnny was chosen by the teacher to stand up and recite the 23rd psalm. He stood up took a deep breath 

and said "The Lord is my shepherd" Pause, then "That's all I need to know!" 

So, in these unusual and maybe difficult times, just remember Johnny! 
 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
We don’t usually advertise but we are sharing updates on local shops – please let us know about shops 

(particularly food shops) that can currently deliver to elderly or vulnerable customers. 

 

Local Food Shops 

The Balloon Tree, Gate Helmsley - The farm shop is now operating on an order and collect basis only (the 

shop is no longer open). They are also offering a delivery service to the over 70’s and vulnerable people. 

Open Wednesday to Saturday, they need 72 hours to process orders. You will need to email orders and 

then they will confirm and take payment by telephone https://www.theballoontree.co.uk/blog.php?s=2020-03-

25-order-and-collect-shopping-service 

Riverside Butchers – are open – message them on Facebook or call if you need a delivery.  

Square Bake House – baking bread daily – they only take contactless payments now, open from 10:00. 

Co-op – are open – check website for updates https://finder.coop.co.uk/food/store/YO41-1AF/4-the-square 

All shops require you to keep your distance from their staff and other customers. 

 

Deans Garden Centre 

Due to the current restrictions, Deans Garden Centre is currently closed. If you want to buy plants etc, 

Deans will deliver them to your home for a small delivery charge. You can contact Deans on 01904 400141 

or via their web site www.deansgardencentre.co.uk.  

 

64Million Artists project 

This is a project set up by the Arts Council that focuses on nurturing the creativity of everyone in the UK - 

writing, music, art, crafts - and the positive benefits from doing that.  

They started a creative challenge on March the 23rd and you can join in here: http://dothinkshare.com/ 

They hope that a bit of creativity may help us through our current social distancing. 

 

The Link 
The April edition of the Link will contain a poster and a pull out sheet with guidance on activities within the 

village to support everyone through the weeks ahead. 

 

 

IF YOU ARE READING A PAPER COPY OF THE NEWS SHEET 

If you would like to receive the news sheet by email send your request to: sbgroupparishes@gmail.com 

A great way to keep in touch – we send out a weekly news sheet, usually on a Friday and a midweek email. 
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SOME RESOURCES FOR OUR YOUNG PEOPLE 

Taken from AHS Year 7 Twitter feed: 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHBISHOP OF YORK 

The Archbishop of York and founder of the Youth Trust, Dr John Sentamu, sends an encouragement to 

pupils and teachers whose schools have shut due to the Coronavirus outbreak. Watch it on YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGr-kfEuhs0 
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THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS 
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RESOURCES  
 

If you would like to access materials for study of this week’s readings – please follow the link: 

https://www.rootsontheweb.com/lectionary/2020/106-march-april-2020-a/lent-5/adultsathome 

The following link offers materials for families: 

https://www.rootsontheweb.com/lectionary/2020/106-march-april-2020-a/lent-5/familiesathome 

 

This week, we have selected extracts from these resources – see the box below. 

 

 

Notes  (John 11, 1-45) 
Jesus was teaching when he had news of his friend Lazarus’ illness. Instead of rushing to be by his side, 
Jesus stayed where he was for two more days before making the journey to Bethany. When he arrived, 
Lazarus was already dead. 
Jesus’ humanity is shown in this story. He is anxious about whether he should travel to Bethany. He is 
worried about his own and his disciples’ safety. He is deeply moved by the sisters’ disappointment, anger 
and grief. And he is touched by the presence of those from the village who console them. 
As well as losing their brother, Lazarus’ death would have added significance for Martha and Mary. He was 
the source of income and status for the family. They were losing their reputation and status in society as 
well as their closest relative. They were losing their hope. 
This passage can be read as a parable by those who want to know where Jesus is when life falls apart. It 
suggests that he is present even in his absence. We can imagine him carrying his concern for the Bethany 
family from the moment he hears about his dear friend’s illness. Jesus’ faith carries him through the 
dangers of the journey to Bethany and into the place of loss and death, where he brings life even from the 
tomb through the resurrection power of his word. How often do we struggle to see Jesus’ presence when 
things go wrong? 

 
Read and reflect  
What do you think tells us most about Jesus? Is it the miracle of the Messiah calling dead Lazarus alive 
from the tomb? Or is it the picture of a very human Jesus wrestling with his emotions, perhaps even his 
fears and doubts, as he feels compelled not to respond immediately to the summons of Mary and Martha? 
What courage it must have taken to confront that substantial fear of Jewish hostility articulated by the 
disciples, to face the sisters’ grief, and the mutterings of the neighbours, and finally to approach the tomb, 
unblocked and stinking, to give the command. 
Have you ever had to perform in front of an audience? Were you anxious? Could Jesus be human at all 
and not have had to overcome a moment of fear? How would a restored Lazarus look? What if he refused 
to come out, or attacked Jesus for dragging him back to a life he had left gladly, or turned on his sisters for 
subjecting him to this? 
Surely the emphasis on uncomfortable human realities, the tears, the misunderstood words and actions, 
and the stench of decayed flesh, is deliberate. God does not wave a magic wand to produce a rosy, 
romanticised and unreal replacement for human life. God enters into human life to renew and refresh it 
from within – sore, raw and messy as it is. Mary and Jesus have to dry their eyes. Lazarus wasn’t sleeping, 
or in a coma: he was dead and had been entombed. This wasn’t just a compassionate human Jesus gently 
rousing a beloved. This was a divine Jesus demonstrating his power’s full cost in human tears and 
indignity, a foretaste of what was to come. 
 

Prayer: 
Thank you, Lord, that you weep with the world as you wept with Mary and Martha. 
Comfort your people as we comfort others. 
Bring restored hope to those I hold up before you today. 
May they know your resurrection power. 
Amen. 
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