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Worship at St John’s 

Sunday 

8.30 am  Holy Communion 

10.00 am Sung Eucharist and Sunday School and Crèche 

Or   All Age Service (normally 2nd Sunday) 

Or   Morning Worship (normally 4th Sunday)

6.00 pm   Evening Worship 

Or       Sung Eucharist (normally 2nd Sunday) 

Or       Celebration Praise (normally 4th Sunday)              

 

Wednesday 

11.00 Holy Communion with St John’s School 

12.00 Prayers for Healing and Wholeness 

 

Thursday 

12.30  Holy Communion   
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Where is love? 
In this month, when we celebrate St Valentine’s Day, this poignant 

question is one many people will be asking, especially the young and 

hopeful. Perhaps you remember these words from the beautiful song in 

Lionel Bart’s musical, Oliver? The young street boy Oliver Twist sings 

plaintively of his longing to find ‘someone who I can mean something to’. 

The need to find love is a fundamental requirement of human flourishing, 

and it is there within us all, young and old alike. But where do we find 

such love? The natural thing is to assume that it can be found in another 

person, the person of our dreams. Romantic love seems to offer the 

answer to our longing, but reality is often different. Once the shine has 

worn off a relationship, we see the other person as they really are – 

another fragile human being also searching for love. So, for many the 

search begins again, an endless looking for the elusive partner who will 

love us without condition. 
 

Oliver comes near to answering his own question when he sings, ‘Does 

it come from skies above?’ The only love that can satisfy the deep longing 

of the human heart does in fact come ‘from above’. It comes from heaven, 

and it comes to us from God in the form of a person, Jesus Christ. He 

was the embodiment of the love of God, and through His life and death 

demonstrated the enormity of the love that God has for each of us. Here 

is a love like no other – 

reliable, sure, unchanging, 

healing, accepting. 

Human love is a wonderful 

blessing, but divine love 

alone can meet our need. In 

God alone we find the 

perfect ‘Someone’, the One 

to whom who we can mean 

something. 
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Answers can 

be found at  

the rear of the 

magazine 



Word Search  

In New Testament times 40 days old was an important age for a baby boy: it 

was when they made their first ‘public appearance’.  Mary, like all good 

Jewish mothers, went to the Temple with Jesus, her first male child - to 

‘present him to the Lord’.  At the same time, she, as a new mother, was 

‘purified’.  Thus we have the Festival of the Presentation of Christ in the 

Temple, 40 days after Christmas.  Jesus is described in the Bible as the Light 

of the World, and so early Christians developed the tradition of lighting many 

candles in celebration of this day.  The Church also fell into the custom of 

blessing the year’s supply of candles for the church on this day - hence the 

name, Candlemas.  The story can be found in Luke 2:22-40.  Simeon’s great 

declaration of faith and recognition of who Jesus was is of course found in 

the Nunc Dimittis, which is embedded in the Office of Evening Prayer in the 

West.   
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'Arry's Bit 
Hello Folks, I hope you all enjoyed a happy and peaceful Christmas. Jenny 

and I had a lovely afternoon with our daughter and her husband in Kenilworth. 

Graham cooked lunch whilst Ingrid came to collect us, he really is a good 

cook! They dropped us off at home afterwards then moved on to stay with 

Aimie and Greg, as they eagerly awaited the birth of their baby.  I am very 

pleased to report that baby Mollie Elizabeth arrived safely at 11-15pm on the 

night of the 7th of January weighing in at 7lb 15 ounces. Unfortunately, Jenny 

and I have been laid low by an awful viral infection (in spite of the flu jab) and 

at the time of writing have not been able to see her, but we have that pleasure 

to come and will continue to admire the photographs in the meantime. 
   

I must admit I had                      

planned to use a 

picture of Jenny and I 

with the baby but I'm 

sure you will agree 

the adoring couple 

make a much nicer 

photograph. 

 

 

 

The photograph above reminds me of what ranks among my all-time favourite 

biblical stories, and that is the presentation of Christ at the temple.  I like to 

close my eyes and paint a picture in my mind of the scene in the temple at 

the time. We see Simeon an elderly priest attending to his daily tasks, maybe 

trimming the wicks on the candles or cleaning brasses perhaps smoothing 

the altar linen. He becomes aware of two people in the doorway with a baby, 

he smiles and beckons them in, he gently takes the baby in his arms and as 

he does so a feeling of warmth fills his heart, in fact the whole Temple feels 

warm and cosy. In his heart he knows this is no ordinary baby, this is the 

Messiah, the Saviour, his heart skips a beat as he utters those immortal 



 

words “Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace for mine eyes have 

seen thy salvation” What he is really saying is “Lord I have such great peace 

in my heart I am ready to come home”. I keep trying to imagine Simeon’s 

feelings at this time and find the words to express them, the nearest I have 

come I think are the words ' Peace perfect peace'. Whatever words you 

choose to use, it must have been a wonderful experience. 

 

As I rejoice in the knowledge that baby Mollie will be raised in a Christian 

home I pray for children everywhere and can think of no better words than 

those in the well-known carol “Bless all the dear children in thy tender care 

and fit them for Heaven to live with thee there” 

 

Jenny and I wish you peace and happiness for 2020 May God Bless you all. 

                                    

                                              Harry Jackaman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

An Open Letter to the Prime Minister 
The President and Vice-President of the Methodist Conference have 

written to the new Prime Minister, assuring him of their prayers and 

asking for clarification on key issues including climate change, poverty 

and social cohesion. 
 

The letter says:   
 

We wish to congratulate you on being given the responsibility by the British 

electorate to form a government, and assure you of our prayers and the 

prayers of the Methodist people as you take on that responsibility.  
 

Churches are rooted in communities around Britain.  It is our task to 

emphasise, from our ground level experience of British society, issues which 

we believe must be seen as key priorities. 
 

Creation does not belong to us. Our task is to nurture and recognise our place 

within it. Many of our members see climate change and environmental 

degradation as the most pressing issues of our day. Can you tell us what 

steps you will be taking internationally and domestically to help the UK to 

reach its climate change targets? What kind of lead will you be taking at the 

2020 UN Climate Change Conference in Glasgow? 
 

Many of our churches and church members are involved in running 

foodbanks and offering support for people caught up in poverty. Foodbanks 

should not have to exist. Can you clarify for us what steps your new 

government will take to address the scandalous levels of poverty, and 

particularly child poverty? 
 

The church is an inter-generational, multi-ethnic, socially diverse collection of 

communities. It is far from perfect. But we have seen in our communities 

growing forms of hostility, divisiveness and hatred, and have sought to 

support people who have experienced such discord. What active steps will 

your government now take to work towards healing and greater concord in 

society? 

 



 

We wrote to you, Prime Minister, in July 2019 to express our concern that a 

No Deal Brexit was likely to impact the poorest communities very hard 

indeed. We wish to reaffirm our concern that the poorest in society face huge 

risks as our trading relations with EU are rewritten. We seek your 

reassurance that needs of families facing poverty will be central to the 

proposed trade deal and that should it not be in place before the transition 

period expires that comprehensive measures are put in place to protect them 

from the ensuing upheaval. 
 

Revd Dr Barbara Glasson, President of the Methodist Conference 

Professor Clive Marsh, Vice-President of the Methodist Conference 
 

Psalm 23 Garden coming to RHS Chelsea 
The Bible Society has announced that “We’re absolutely thrilled to be working 

with award-winning garden designer Sarah Eberle, to bring Psalm 23 to life 

at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show in May 2020!” 
 

The Psalm 23 Garden at RHS Chelsea Flower Show 2020, designed by 

Sarah Eberle, will offer visitors the chance “to stop, reflect, and feel 

refreshed”. 
 

The Bible Society said: “This powerful psalm, with its visual imagery of green 

pastures, still waters and the valley of the shadow of death, just cries out to 

be turned into a garden. 
 

“We hope you’ll love it. And after the Chelsea Flower Show, the garden will 

find a permanent home at the Winchester Hospice in Hampshire, where it will 

be a blessing to patients and families.” 
 

The Bible Society says it is also hoping 

that people will “join us in creating 

community gardens across the country 

inspired by the Psalm 23 Garden. You 

can do this outside your office, in your 

school grounds, or in your churchyard. 

Let’s get gardening!”  



 

 

  Mobile Hairdresser 
Do you need a hairdresser? 

Look no further – Sarah is ready for you! 

 

Sarah is a qualified hairdresser with over 30 years’ experience 

 and can offer: 

 

*Haircut * Blow-dry *Shampoo and sets *colours  

*foils and *perms 

 

Please call Sarah on: 

 07493 980 949 or 

 01543 320491 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

The Presentation of Christ in the Temple/ 

Candlemas 
In bygone centuries, Christians said their last farewells to the Christmas 

season on Candlemas, 2 February.  This is exactly 40 days after Christmas 

Day itself. 
 

In New Testament times 40 days old was an important age for a baby boy: it 

was when they made their first ‘public appearance’.  Mary, like all good 

Jewish mothers, went to the Temple with Jesus, her first male child - to 

‘present Him to the Lord’.  At the same time, she, as a new mother, was 

‘purified’.  Thus, we have the Festival of the Presentation of Christ in the 

Temple. 
 

So where does the Candlemas bit come in? Jesus is described in the New 

Testament as the Light of the World, and early Christians developed the 

tradition of lighting many candles in celebration of this day.  The Church also 

fell into the custom of blessing the year’s supply of candles for the church on 

this day - hence the name, Candlemas. 
 

The story of how Candlemas began can be found in Luke 2:22-40.   Simeon’s 

great declaration of faith and recognition of who Jesus was is of course found 

in the Nunc Dimittis, which is embedded in the Office of Evening Prayer in 

the West.  But in 

medieval times, the 

Nunc Dimittis was 

mostly used just on 

this day, during the 

distribution of 

candles before the 

Eucharist.  Only 

gradually did it win a 

place in the daily 

prayer life of the 

Church. 



 

Lent Fasting The Rev Paul Hardingham considers self-discipline during Lent. 
This month sees the start of Lent, the season of penitence, self-examination 

and fasting running up to Easter. Fasting can be a neglected discipline, but it 

plays an important part in the Christian life. Jesus began His earthly ministry 

by fasting in the wilderness for 40 days and He taught His disciples to fast 

(i.e. not if but ‘when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that 

it will not be obvious to others that you are fasting, but only to your Father, 

who is unseen.’ (Matthew 6:17,18).  
 

Why Fast? 

Firstly, giving up something in my life underlines my desire to put God first in 

my life. Secondly, fasting shows me how much I depend on things other than 

God in my life, so I can surrender my idols to Him. Thirdly, fasting encourages 

me to have a deeper hunger and dependency for God in my life. Therefore, 

fasting gives me space to humbly focus on God for His strength, provision, 

and wisdom and results in a more intimate relationship with Christ. It also 

enables the Holy Spirit to reveal my true spiritual condition, leading to 

brokenness, repentance, and a transformed life, with a heart more attentive 

to God. 
 

How can I fast? 

Usually fasting involves missing one or two meals during the day, although 

some can’t abstain from food for medical reasons. It might also include 

abstaining or limiting the time I give to 

television, alcohol or social media. However, 

Lent can also be a time to embrace new 

spiritual disciplines e.g. joining a study 

group, ‘random acts of kindness’, or giving 

more time to prayer and Bible study. 

Whatever you do, make Lent count this 

year! 
 

‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they will be filled.’ 

(Matthew 5:6). 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Join us for  

 

 

 

 

 

 

at 11 am on Saturday, 15th February 

Faith, Fun, Friendship and Food for everyone. 

ALL welcome. 

 

 

 



 

Oswald of Worcester:  the saint for Leap 

Year 
There is a saint for Leap Year:  He is St Oswald of Worcester, who died on 

29th February 992.  His family story was extraordinary, and full of some 

surprising ‘leaps’, all by itself.  It provides a tantalising glimpse of what 

happened to at least one of those pagan Viking warriors who settled in Anglo-

Saxon Britain.  
 

For Oswald’s great-uncle had come to England c 865, as part of the ‘Great 

Heathen Army’ of Viking invaders.  But his son, Oswald’s uncle, Oda, 

disowned paganism, and not only converted to Christianity, but actually 

ended up as Archbishop of Canterbury.  From there, Oda was in a position 

to help his nephew, Oswald, which he did.   
 

Oda sent young Oswald to be educated at the abbey of Fleury, then a great 

centre of learning. There Oswald absorbed the Benedictine ideals which 

would guide his later life and work. Back in England, he became bishop of 

Worcester in 961, and with the support of King Edgar, eagerly joined in major 

reforms of the Anglo-Saxon church.  In 972 Oswald was made Archbishop of 

York, and seems to have taken a great 

interest in renewing the church in the 

Danelaw.  He founded Ramsey Abbey, 

which became one of the great Fenland 

monasteries.   
 

Oswald was popular as an archbishop, and 

always washed the feet of the poor every 

Lent.  On 29th February 992 he had just 

completed this service at Worcester when he 

collapsed and died.  In later years, 

Worcester adopted both him and Wulfstan to 

be its two chief saints:  they flank the tomb of 

King John, which is before the high altar in 

the cathedral.  



 

Shrove Tuesday: Who’s for pancakes?    
Why do we have pancakes on Shrove Tuesday, or Pancake Day, as we call 

it today? And what is Shrove Tuesday? And why do thousands of people feel 

it rewarding to race along a street somewhere tossing pancakes from their 

frying pans as they go?  
 

Well, the answer to the first question is that it is the day before Lent begins 

and for well over a thousand years that has meant it was the last chance to 

enjoy meat, fat and other tasty dishes until Easter Day. The ‘Lent Fast’ was 

widely and strictly observed. The food in the larder wouldn’t keep for six 

weeks so it had to be eaten. With all these rich foods no wonder the French 

call it ‘Fatty Tuesday’ – Mardi Gras. 
 

So, what have pancake races got to do with all this solemnity? ‘Shrove’ is an 

old word for ‘forgiven’ and in those days to prepare for the rigours of Lent 

people would want to confess and seek forgiveness – not quite what you want 

at a party. The answer is quite simply enjoying yourself while you can! So, on 

Shrove Tuesday this year let’s have some fun and make it last as long as 

possible.  
 

The most convincing (and amusing) of the explanations of pancake races is 

of outwitting the Sexton who rang the curfew bell that marked the start of 

Lent. He was reluctant to do 

it while the race was 

unfinished. So, the revelry 

caused by dropped 

pancakes, postponed the 

inevitable.  
 

Since the Reformation it 

has not been so rigorously 

observed in Britain, but still 

people will resolve to ‘give up something for Lent’. Six weeks is about right 

as a duration and Sunday has always been exempt but make the most of 

those pancakes. They may well not reappear until April 12th! 



 

Ash Wednesday: My memory of the Passover in Jerusalem 

By David Winter 

At the end of this month Ash Wednesday introduces the Christian preparation 

for Easter, which normally coincides with Passover, the major Jewish 

celebration of the year. It’s near Easter because Jesus was crucified at 

Passover, having just shared this very meal with his disciples.  
 

Passover celebrates and recalls the Israelites’ escape from slavery in Egypt. 

Led by Moses they crossed the Red Sea and 40 days later entered the 

‘Promised Land.’ They shared the Passover meal at their last night in Egypt 

and have kept it all for nearly the past three thousand years or so that have 

followed. 
 

Many years ago, when I was in 

Jerusalem to produce a radio 

programme, I was invited to join a 

Jewish family for their Passover 

meal.  It was a great occasion, very 

like our Christmas, a family event 

with deep religious significance for 

those who seek it.  
 

At the meal in Jerusalem we ate 

modest lentils and unleavened bread 

– Matzos as we now call it. We also 

drank plenty of wine but not from the 

cup at the end of the table. That is 

‘Elijah’s cup’, only to be drunk from 

when the prophet comes to 

announce the arrival of the Messiah. 

At the last supper Jesus instructed 

His disciples to drink from that cup 

after supper, which may have 

shocked them at the time. The 

Messiah had come! 



 

 
 

  



 

Is God listening? 
I’ve no doubt that we have all asked ourselves this question probably many, 

many times. The answer always is yes. 
 

When we pray we do so in the expectation that God will answer our prayer 

and then we are disappointed when He doesn’t, or He does so in a way we 

didn’t expect. The thing we must always remember is that God is God. He 

isn’t a puppet who carries out our every wish. If that were the case, we would 

be God and He wouldn’t be. How could we possibly think that we could 

command the one who created absolutely everything, including us, to do what 

we want? We shouldn’t. We should pray expecting God to hear our prayer, 

which He does, and believe that He will answer it in the way which is best for 

us, but we must not be disappointed if that isn’t in the way we were expecting. 
 

Yes, there will be times when he does answer prayer and He has answered 

many of mine such as when he saved me from bowel cancer, although it did 

need some re-plumbing so I’m more watertight than a duck, otherwise I would 

have been dead about twenty years. He gave me His strength and comfort 

when Glo and Dawn were killed in the crash. I also know that He will get me 

through prostate cancer, and even if I’m not cured I know that He will give me 

his strength and comfort to cope. One of the latest answer to prayer was 

when a friend of mine miscarried several girls and I prayed earnestly that she 

would have a daughter. When I heard that she had a daughter I cried tears 

of joy, especially when I saw her photograph. I hope to see her one day. 
 

Sometimes we pray for the wrong things like when Glo was in a wheelchair 

before she had a new hip and two new knees all within fifteen months. I kept 

praying that she would be healed but nothing happened. It was then that I 

realised that I was praying for the wrong thing! I then prayed for Glo to have 

strength and comfort and what a difference this made to her daily living! Then, 

after her new joints, she didn’t need the wheelchair at all except when she 

had a very long distance to walk. 
 

Sometimes God will say no, but it’s for your own benefit. When my first 

engagement broke up, largely due to a tug of war between Irene’s mum and 



 

myself, I felt as if my whole world had collapsed, especially as we had already 

booked the wedding. People would say it was for the best, and I kept thinking 

that that was no help, but it was for the best. One good thing was that Irene 

and I had both realised that we needed to part. Also at that time I was very 

possessive. Then I met Glo who, over time became my best friend, 

companion and soul mate. I thought I had loved Irene, but found that was 

nothing like the deep, profound love I had for Glo. I learnt lessons from my 

relationship with Irene so corrected some of my faults, including being too 

possessive, and was a much better person when I met Glo. Incidentally, it 

was only after Glo and I had been married a few years that I realised that we 

got married on the same date as Irene and I were going to get married! I do 

pray that Irene also benefitted from our relationship and had a great, happy 

life afterwards just as I have. 
 

Sometimes God will make us wait many years for an answer. I have known 

God most of my life but Glo didn’t know Him when we got married and I 

prayed earnestly that she would know my Saviour. Years went by and Dean 

was born and a few years later when I went to Eucharist I would take him to 

Sunday School. There still was no sign of Glo getting to know my Lord. Dawn 

was born four years after Dean and a few years later I would take both her 

and Dean to Sunday School, but still my prayers weren’t answered. Then we 

three persuaded Glo to come to the Family Service and things seemed to be 

starting to happen. Then joy, oh joy, she and Dean got confirmed together 

and, at last, after many, many years of praying, my prayers were answered. 

Then two years Later, my joy was complete as Dawn was confirmed. So you 

can see how long some prayers take to be answered. 
 

Up until now I have talked about our prayer requests, but we also need to 

think about the quality of our prayers. How much thought do we really put into 

them? Do we, like the intercessors in our services, carefully consider what 

we ask for? Are our prayers a shopping list of things for ourselves or are they 

the much more important ones for healing, comfort, strength and protection 

for our friends, loved ones and others? Were they penitential ones where we 

genuinely say sorry for all our failures to be the people God wants us to be? 

Then we ask for God’s strength to help us from making the same mistakes 



 

time after time. Sometimes I actually cry for my failures and feel far better 

afterwards because then I know that I am truly sorry rather than worrying in 

case I’m just saying the words. Do we pray for our own church, as well as the 

church nationally so that it attempts to shape society, like Jesus did, rather 

than letting society shape it, and what about our environment and trying to 

combat global warming? We must not forget our Queen and pray that our 

government will uphold Christian values. We must not forget those who are 

hurting due to illness, stress, and grief. There is one thing that we can be sure 

of, and that is that no matter what the quality of our prayers, God will always 

listen and do what is best for us. 
 

So you can see that God does listen, but the question is do we listen to Him? 

Do we try to be good disciples and become the people He knows we can be 

and what He wants us to be? He always knows what is best for us. 

Consequently, His answer to our prayer can be yes, no, or not yet, depending 

on what is best for our welfare. So next time you pray for something in 

particular, do so in the knowledge that God is listening, and believe that your 

prayer will be answered, but it may not be when or in the way that you 

expected. 

 

Colin Roberts 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Nelson Mandela – freed 30 years ago 
Nelson Mandela, who led the movement to end South African apartheid, was 

released from prison 30 years ago this month, on 11th February 1990. He 

became President of South Africa in 1994. 
 

Mandela had been involved with the African National Congress since 1944, 

advocating non-violent resistance. But after the Sharpeville massacre of 

peaceful demonstrators in 1960, he helped organise a paramilitary branch of 

the ANC. 
 

He was arrested for treason in 1961 but was acquitted. He was arrested again 

in 1962 for illegally leaving the country, then again in 1964 on charges of 

sabotage. The same year he was sentenced to life in prison. 
 

When F W de Klerk became President in 1989, as part of the shift away from 

apartheid he lifted the ban on the ANC, and then ordered Mandela’s release. 

In 1993, Mandela and de Klerk were jointly awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.  
 

Mandela was raised as a Methodist and had strong Christian convictions, 

which he rarely aired in public for fear of alienating those who did not believe. 

In 1999 he said: "Without the church, without religious institutions, I would 

never have been here today … Religion was one of the motivating factors in 

everything we did." 

 

The Martyrs of Japan: courage in 

persecution 
Persecution of Christians in various countries is making the headlines these 

days.  Believers facing such opposition might well find inspiration from the 

courage of the Japanese Christians of the late 16th and early 17th centuries. 

The Jesuit Francis Xavier had first brought Christianity to Japan in 1549, 

when he persuaded Shimazu Takahisa, the daimyo of Satsuma, to give him 

permission to build the first Catholic mission in Japan. All went well at first, 

and the Japanese responded to the message of Jesus Christ more warmly 



 

than anyone could have foretold.  By the end of the century, it has been 

estimated that there were nearly 300,000 baptised converts to Christianity in 

Japan. 
 

But soon the very success of the Japanese Church led it into trouble: its 

vibrant growth as an indigenous community believing a faith brought in from 

the West meant trouble.  It was caught up in a maelstrom of tensions between 

the shogunate, imperial government, Buddhist monks, Shintoists, and 

colonial ambitions of Spain and Portugal.  Gradually, the Japanese rulers 

came to see Christians as a threat.  So Christianity was banned, and those 

Japanese who refused to abandon their faith were to be killed. 
 

Trouble flared at Nagasaki on 6 February 1597, when six European 

Franciscan missionaries, three Japanese Jesuits and 17 Japanese laity, 

three of whom were young boys, were executed in a form of crucifixion by 

being elevated on crosses and then pierced with spears.   Within a year, more 

than 130 churches had been burned.  The persecution subsided, then flared 

up in 1613.  Japanese Christians were beheaded, burned alive or imprisoned.  

They responded with courage and a willingness to sing praises and preach 

the gospel even as they were led to their deaths.   
  

Such was the brutality of the persecution that by 1630 the Japanese Church 

had been driven underground, and was thought to be lost.  So when 

missionaries arrived in the 19th century, they were astonished to find a 

community of Japanese Christians.  It had survived for 250 years without 

clergy, churches, the Bible and only a sketchy idea of the Christian faith 

beyond one main thing:  

that Jesus Christ was 

Lord. 

 

 

Left:17th Century 

persecution of the 

Japanese Christians 
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Keep up to date with St John’s Church 
  

 

Find us on Facebook 

St John’s Church, Walsall Wood 

 

Follow us on Twitter 

@StJohnsChurchWW 

or visit our web page at 

www.achurchnearyou.com/walsall-wood-st-john 

 
  



 

Don’t say something you regret out of anger 

“There once was a little boy who had a very bad temper. His father decided 

to hand him a bag of nails and said that every time the boy lost his temper, 

he had to hammer a nail into the fence. 

On the first day, the boy hammered 37 nails into that fence. 

The boy gradually began to control his temper over the next few weeks, and 

the number of nails he was hammering into the fence slowly decreased. He 

discovered it was easier to control his temper than to hammer those nails into 

the fence. 

Finally, the day came when the boy didn’t lose his temper at all. He told his 

father the news and the father suggested that the boy should now pull out a 

nail every day he kept his temper under control. 

The days passed and the young boy was finally able to tell his father that all 

the nails were gone. The father took his son by the hand and led him to the 

fence. 

‘You have done well, my son, but look at the holes in the fence. The fence 

will never be the same. When you say things in anger, they leave a scar just 

like this one. You can put a knife in a man and draw it out. It won’t matter how 

many times you say I’m sorry, the wound is still there.'” 

 

 

Stop wasting your time complaining 

“People visit a wise man complaining about the same problems over and over 

again. One day, he decided to tell them a joke and they all roared with 

laughter. 

After a few minutes, he told them the same joke and only a few of them 

smiled. 

Then he told the same joke for a third time, but no one laughed or smiled 

anymore. 

The wise man smiled and said: ‘You can’t laugh at the same joke over and 

over. So why are you always crying about the same problem?'” 
  



 

.   
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Smile Lines 
 

Adam and Eve 

Adam and Eve had an ideal marriage.  He didn’t have to hear about all the 

men she could have married, and she didn’t have to hear about the way his 

mother cooked. 
 

Take me out 

An elderly single woman died last month.  She requested no male 

pallbearers.  In her handwritten instructions for her memorial service, she 

explained: “They wouldn’t take me out while I was alive, so I don’t want them 

to take me out when I’m dead.” 
 

Love in a bag 

I asked my nephew whether he bought his wife anything for Valentine’s Day, 

and he said he had bought her a belt and a bag.  When I commented that I 

am sure she would appreciate them, he agreed:  “Yes, and hopefully the 

vacuum cleaner will work better now.” 
 

What are angels like? 

Try asking school children that question, and you’ll get some imaginative 

replies!  Like these…. 

Angels have a lot to do and they keep very busy. If you lose a tooth, an angel 

comes in through your window and leaves money under your pillow.  Then 

when it gets cold, angels go south for the winter.  – Sara, aged 6 
 

Angels live in cloud houses made by God and His Son, who’s a very 

good carpenter. – Jared, aged 8 
 

All angels are girls because they have to wear dresses and boys didn’t go for 

it.  – Anthony, aged 9 
 

My angel is my grandma who died last year. She got a big head start 

on helping me while she was still down here on earth.  – Kate, aged 9 

Some of the angels are in charge of helping heal sick animals and pets.   And 

if they don’t make the animals get better, they help the kid get over it.  – Vicky, 

aged 8 
 

What I don’t get about angels is why, when someone is in love, they shoot 

arrows at them.   – Sarah, aged 7 

 



 

ur pets? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St John’s 

Baby & Toddler 
Group 

 

 

meets Mondays and 

Fridays (term-time) 

at 9.30 am in the Hall 

 

Every Sunday at 9.30 
(Except during Family Service) 

During Term Time. 
  

You’re Invited! 

 

 

The Ark 
is our Children’s Club 

for 8s to 12s 
 

Friday evenings 

during term-time 

at 6.30 

Just come along! 

 

 

 



 

Answers…  
 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Next magazine 

deadline: 
Anyone wishing to submit an 

article for the April / May issue 

of the magazine please do so 

by: 
          22nd March by email to: 

aedwards@st-

johns.walsall.sch.uk 

Or by hand to the church office 

Thank you. 
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From the Registers  

Baptisms 
 

8th December Darcie Bird 

   Freiya Garrad 

 

May Christ dwell in your hearts 
 

 

 

Weddings 

 

Faith, Hope and Love abide, and the greatest of these is Love. 

 

Funerals 

 

3rd December Florence Brookes  82 yrs 

 

May they rest in peace and rise to life eternal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Special Services and Activities 

Baptism (Christening) Services Please contact us for available times and dates. 

Messy Church meets monthly on Saturdays at 11am. For details of dates 

contact us, visit our website or follow us on Facebook or Twitter. 

Sunday School meets in the Church back room during the 10.00 am service.  

The Ark (our Children’s Fellowship) meets on Fridays at 6.30 in the 

Community Hall. Please contact us for details. 

Memorial Service is held during November. 

Choir Practice (for our 10.00am and 6.00pm worship) takes place on 

Wednesdays at 7.30 pm. Please Contact the Director of Music for further 

details.  

Junior Choir Practice (for our 10.00am and 6.00pm worship) takes place on 

Wednesdays at 7pm. Please Contact the Director of Music for further details.  

Children and Young People’s Choir Practice (for our Familiy Service) 

takes place on Wednesdays at 6 pm. All (aged 8 or over) welcome. Just turn 

up. 
 

Group Activities 

Monday  9.30am St John’s Baby and Toddler Group in the Hall 

   5 pm      3rd Walsall Wood Rainbows in the Hall 

   6 pm  3rd Walsall Wood Guides in the Hall 
 

Tuesday  1.30  Walsall Wood Women’s Institute (monthly) 

   7pm  3rd Walsall Wood Guides 

    

Wednesday 7 pm  Weightwatchers in the Hall 

    

Thursday  10 am Coffee Morning in the Hall 

    

Friday  9.30  St John’s Baby and Toddler Group in the Hall 

   6.30  The Ark (our Children’s Fellowship) in the Hall

  



 

Who’s Who at St John’s 
Minister in Charge 
Revd David Babbington 
 

Secretary/PA 
Mrs Debbie Aggett  01543 372284  
 

Local Ministers 
St John’s Ministry Team: 

Revd. David Babbington – Vicar 
Revd. David Sims 
Miss Doreen Sears – Reader 
Mr Colin Roberts – Pastoral Lay Minister 
Ms Sharon Hodgetts – Authorised Lay Minister 
  

Churchwardens  Miss Jane Lavender 
     Mr Darrell McKendry 
 

PCC Lay Chair   Mrs Alison Edwards  

     

PCC Secretary   Mrs Valerie Benford      

     valeriebenford2@gmail.com 
  

Treasury Team  Enquiries to the church office   
 

Church Office Opening Times for Visitors 
Tuesday and Thursday mornings 9.30- 12 noon 
 
For enquiries regarding Baptisms, Confirmation, Marriage, the Community Hall or  
St John’s Churchyard, Brookland Road: 
 
        

St John’s CE Primary School 
Brook Lane, Walsall Wood, WS9 9NA – 01543 452197 
 

Head Teacher   Mr Andrew Mills 

Mrs Ann Betts – Reader Emeritus 
Mr Harry Jackaman – Reader Emeritus 
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