
	

	
	
Introduction	
	
The	‘PEW	group’	is	a	group	of	three	churches	(Prees,	Edstaston	and	Whixall)	with	a	common	faith	
and	vision.		Our	Patron	is	the	Rector	of	Wem.	We	are	just	about	to	advertise	for	a	new	vicar	in	a	very	
interesting	combination	post	(watch	this	space	at	the	end	of	February!)			
	
Our	Benefice	is	distinctly	rural,	in	the	heart	of	North	Shropshire.	A	‘triangle’	of	about	3.5	miles	
separates	each	of	our	parishes.	Travel	time	is	usually	about	10	minutes	between	churches	(unless	
you	get	stuck	at	Prees	level	crossing!)		The	‘home’	of	the	Vicarage,	in	Prees,	is	about	7.5	miles	from	
the	towns	of	Wem	and	Whitchurch.	
	
Our	mission	statement	is:	

"To	worship	together,	work	together	and	support	one	another	to		
extend	our	witness,	live	our	faith	and	grow	our	congregations".	

	
In	practice	this	means	we	aspire	to:		
	

• Show	God’s	love	in	our	communities	and	to	create	places	of	welcome		
• Be	attentive	to	the	needs	of	one	another		
• Affirm	the	sacramental	basis	of	our	faith	but	offer	wider	and	different	opportunities	for	

praise	and	worship	
• Be	attentive	to	the	presence	of	God	in	worship,	prayer,	spirituality	and	contemporary	culture		
• Nurturing	whole-life	discipleship	and	the	living	out	of	Christian	ministry	in	daily	life		
• Be	committed	to	encouraging	life-long	learning	about	Christian	faith		
• Maintain	our	historic	buildings	as	a	visible	sign	of	God’s	presence	among	us;	as	a	sacred	

space	of	prayer	and	sanctuary	in	the	midst	of	a	busy	world;	to	develop	the	use	of	the	
buildings	as	places	of	community	and	hospitality		
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The	Three	Parishes	
The	parishes	that	make	up	the	PEW	group	lie	in	a	beautiful	part	of	Shropshire,	to	the	north	of	
Shrewsbury.	
	

	 	
The	churches	of	the	PEW	group	
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The	parishes	of	the	PEW	group	
	

	
Location	of	the	parishes	of	the	PEW	group	
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Prees,	Edstaston	and	Whixall:	Working	together	as	a	Benefice	
	
The	three	churches	of	St	Chad’s	Prees,	St	Mary	the	Virgin	Edstaston	and	St	Mary’s	Whixall	worship	
both	separately	and	collectively.	Whilst	their	individual	services	have	allowed	for	distinctiveness,	
the	Joint	and	Combined	services	that	rotate	between	the	parishes	have	seen	a	real	development	of	
fellowship	between	the	three;	the	churches	feel	very	much	as	siblings	within	one	family.	During	the	
vacancy	we	have	worked	together	with	thoughtfulness	and	consideration	to	devise	a	pattern	of	
services	that	have	worked	well	for	us	all.	This	warm	and	giving	relationship	has	been	forged	further	
through	our	regular	shared	PCC	meetings	and	through	supporting	each	other’s	social	and	
fundraising	events.	As	with	any	family,	there	are	occasionally	times	when	we	have	differing	
opinions,	but	we	always	work	them	out!	
	
Personnel	
The	parishes	have	one	licensed	lay	reader	and	a	team	of	seven	volunteers	who	lead	worship	and	are	
happily	accepted	in	any	of	the	three	churches;	two	or	three	other	people	who	lead	prayers	and	many	
who	will	gladly	read.	Prees	currently	has	one	churchwarden,	Edstaston	has	two	and	Whixall	has	two.		
There	is	a	strong	emphasis	on	pastoral	care	with	members	of	all	congregations	visiting	the	sick	and	
ensuring	that	those	who	wish	for	home	communion,	or	a	clergy	visit,	receives	one.			
	
PCC	
Each	church	has	its	own	PCC	but	for	three	years	we	have	also	been	holding	joint	PCC	meetings	to	
share	expertise,	offer	mutual	support	and	plan	the	service	rota	together.	2020	will	be	the	third	year	
we	have	held	our	Annual	Parochial	Church	Meetings	jointly.	This	creates	a	more	efficient	use	of	
meeting	time	but	has	helped	us	know	and	understand	each	other	and	respect	each	churches	unique	
qualities.	Fundraising	and	Finance	remain	separate	PCC	agenda	items,	though	we	work	hard	to	
support	each	work	of	other	churches,	working	together	in	specialist	subgroups	to	share	expertise	
and	good	practice.	Our	Benefice	also	has	a	joint	Bank	Account	for	clergy	expenses,	etc.	Each	PCC	
contributes	to	this	account	as	needed.	
	
Communications	
Our	Parishes	are	served	by	two	Community	magazines:	Prees	has	‘Venture’	produced	by	St	Chad’s	
Church	and	Edstaston,	Coton;	Whixall	has	the	community-produced	‘Community	News’.	Both	
magazines	are	a	mixture	of	Church	news,	services	and	events,	school	news,	community	events,	
letters,	articles,	societies	information,	as	well	as	adverts	for	local	businesses.	‘Venture’	has	a	
circulation	of	over	450.	We	also	produce	a	weekly	joint	‘pew’	sheet,	including	lectionary	readings	
and	notices.	St	Mary’s	Whixall	has	a	useful	Facebook	account	and	makes	good	use	of	‘A	Church	Near	
You’;	the	other	parishes	are	looking	to	develop	the	use	of	the	‘Church	Near	You’	facility.	
	
Services	
During	the	period	of	vacancy	we	have	reviewed	our	service	pattern,	continuing	with	monthly	‘joint	
services’	and	introducing	‘combined	services’.	(Our	revised	pattern	of	worship	is	included	in	the	
appendix).	We	have	been	well	supported	by	an	
interim	minister	and	retired	clergy	to	maintain	a	
regular	pattern	of	Holy	Communion	services;	and	
lay	worship	leaders	have	been	vital	to	maintain	a	
pattern	of	Morning	Worship	and	ensuring	‘special’	
services	have	taken	place	in	all	three	churches	e.g.	
Mothering	Sunday,	Remembrance	Services,	
Harvest	etc.	We	try	to	plan	‘something	different’	
for	5th	Sundays		eg.	Songs	of	Prayer	and	Praise.	
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The	relationship	between	the	three	churches	in	the	PEW	
group	is	very	warm,	and	has	strengthened	even	further	over	
the	last	year:	each	member	church	supports	the	others’	
services	and	events;	and	the	lay	reader	has	worked	closely	
with	the	three	churches	to	plan	our	service	pattern	together,	

each	considering	the	needs	of	the	group	
as	a	whole.	This	has	enriched	the	sense	of	
being	part	of	a	bigger	church,	widening	
the	scope	and	vision	of	each.	The	pattern	
of	individual	and	joint	Sunday	services	
between	the	three	churches	allows	for	
distinctiveness	as	well	as	sharing	and	
fellowship,	such	as	our	wonderful	joint	Rogation	Services,	such	as	this	one	on	a	local	farm,	with	sheep	
in	the	adjoining	field	and	swans	with	their	cygnets	on	the	pond.	

	
With	the	support	of	Lay	Worship	Leaders	
we	have	ensured	that	each	church	also	has	
its	own	individual	services	for	Harvest,	All	
Soul’s,	Remembrance,	Carol,	Mothering	
Sunday,	Easter	etc.			
	

On	the	2nd	Wednesday	of	each	month	a	10.45	
spoken	service	of	Communion	is	held	at	St	
Mary’s	Whixall,	after	which	many	
communicants	go	to	the	school’s	community	
lunch.		Six	times	a	year	there	is	a	well-
supported	afternoon	service	in	Higher	Heath	
Village	Hall,	a	part	of	Prees	Parish,	after	which	
afternoon	tea	is	served.	It	is	notable	that	
attendance	at	weekly	services	has	not	dropped	during	the	vacancy.	
	
Study	
A	regular	Bible	Study	is	led	by	a	member	of	Prees	congregation	in	their	home	and	is	attended	by	
members	from	across	the	wider	PEW	group.	Lent	study	courses	have	also	taken	place.	
	
Ecumenical	relations	
There	are	established	links	across	the	parishes	with	other	Christian	denominations.	St	Chad’s,	Prees,	
maintain	links	with	the	Methodist	Church	in	the	village	and	at	Prees	Green,	and	the	Baptist	Church.	
Members	from	these	church	communities	have	been	encouraged	to	come	together	for	the	RBL	
Remembrance	Sunday	Service.	St	Mary’s,	Whixall	shares	the	Remembrance	Sunday	Service,	rotating	
between	‘chapel’	and	‘church’,	a	high	point	of	the	parish	calendar,	and	has	a	shared	Lady	Day	service.		



 6 

St	Chad’s,	Prees	
The	historic	and	beautiful	Church	of	St	Chads	
is	largely	14th-century	but	is	built	on	a	Saxon	
site;	it	has	an	18th-century	tower	and	
contains	a	notable	window	made	up	of	
fragments	of	medieval	glass	brought	to	Prees	

from	the	
site	of	the	
Battle	of	
Shrewsbury,	
1403.	The	
church	is	
Grade	2*	
listed.	
	

The	Quinquennial	inspection	in	2017	found	the	church	to	be	in	good	repair.	The	Parish	Share	is	
always	fully	paid.	There	is	a	small	kitchen	area	and	an	indoor	toilet.	Sunday	congregations	average	30,	
with	increased	attendance	for	festivals	and	special	times.		
	
The	Church	and	churchyard,	vicarage	and	school	are	nestled	together	by	the	War	Memorial	and	
garden	on	the	edge	of	the	village	of	Prees	and	form	a	picturesque	area	within	the	village.	
	
The	parish	of	St	Chads	Church	covers	the	villages	of	Prees,	Higher	Heath	and	Prees	Green	as	well	as	
some	surrounding	farms	and	cottages.	There	are	35	on	the	electoral	
roll.	
	
There	is	an	enthusiastic	team	of	bell	ringers,	who	ring	most	Sundays	
and	for	weddings,	and	worship	is	enriched	by	a	wonderful	organ,	
which	is	kept	in	good	repair.		
	
Services	vary	from	week	to	week,	in	a	regular	pattern,	offering	
opportunities	for	varied	worshiping	styles.	Services	are	always	
followed	by	tea,	coffee	and	biscuits,	giving	the	congregation	time	to	
meet	and	get	to	know	one	another.	These	times	have	proved	
invaluable	in	achieving	a	sense	of	oneness	in	the	congregation	and	an	
opportunity	to	welcome	visitors	in	a	relaxed	way.		
	
Social	activities	are	organised	throughout	the	year,	not	just	to	raise	
money	but	to	allow	the	community	to	meet	together	and	usually	eat	together!	

	
Prees	congregation	members	also	offer	a	Self	Support	
in	Bereavement	Group	which	meet	monthly	for	
outings	and	company,	and	St	Chad’s	Ladies	also	meet	
monthly	for	friendship	and	outings.	
	
The	PCC	has	a	100	Club	to	raise	money	for	the	upkeep	
of	the	churchyard	and	Church	building,	which	is	
appreciated	as	an	asset	in	the	whole	community.	The	
response	has	been	encouraging	and	assures	us	that	
people	appreciate	and	support	‘their’	church,	even	
though	they	may	not	be	regular	worshippers.	
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St	Mary	the	Virgin,	Edstaston	
St	Mary	the	Virgin	church	is	set	in	the	
Parish	of	Edstaston	and	Coton.	The	church	
is	Grade	1	Listed.	It	dates	back	to	1150	
and	is	one	of	the	most	complete	
Romanesque	buildings	in	Shropshire.	The	
building	has	medieval	wall	paintings	and	
Victorian	stained	glass	windows.	It	has	
received	some	restoration	through	the	
centuries	and	is	in	good	repair	
(Quinquennial	2018).	The	churchyard	is	
award	winning	and	there	is	a	new	Church	
burial	ground	donated	for	community	use.	
There	are	toilet	facilities	available	at	the	
church.	

	
There	is	a	small	but	dedicated	congregation	with	members	of	
the	wider	community	attending	special/	festival	services	such	as	
Harvest,	Christmas,	Easter	etc.		The	service	pattern	is	a	balance	
of	Holy	Communion	and	Morning	Worship	services.	
Congregation	members	will	read	the	Bible	and	help	lead	lay	led	
worship.	There	is	a	two-manual	organ	built	by	JJ	Binns	played	by	
a	dedicated	organist.	Joint	and	
combined	services	with	other	PEW	
congregations	offer	opportunities	to	
worship	as	part	of	a	larger	group.	A	
‘core’	group	of	worshippers	will	
attend	combined	services	in	other	
churches.	There	are	48	on	the	
Electoral	Roll.	
	

The	PCC	work	extremely	hard	to	fund	raise	in	a	variety	of	creative	ways	
and	parishioners	work	together	to	maintain	the	building	and	grounds.	
There	is	a	monthly	coffee	morning	during	which	the	100	Club	draw	takes	
place.	This	provides	an	opportunity	for	informal	meetings	for	the	wider	
community.	The	Parish	Share	has	been	fully	paid	for	10	years	and	a	plan	

was	put	in	place	to	cover	a	
small	historical	debt,	which	
was	resolved	at	the	end	of	2019.		The	church	has	a	
very	close	relationship	with	the	village	hall,	often	
sharing	very	successful	and	lively	fundraising	events,	
such	as	their	Beer	Festival,	concerts,	comedy	nights	
etc;	these	events	have	enabled	the	hall	committee	to	
plan	substantial	re-development.	
	
The	Parish	of	Edstaston	and	Coton	is	long	and	narrow,	
extending	north	from	the	outskirts	of	Wem,	to	the	

southern	edge	of	Tilstock.	There	are	approximately	720	inhabitants	in	this	rural	area,	one	public	
house,	and	the	village	hall.	The	village	of	Edstaston	is	non-nucleated	but	the	hall	is	the	centre	of	
much	of	village	cultural	life.	There	are	many	small	businesses	but	primarily	the	area	is	agricultural.	
Young	people	in	the	parish	usually	attend	Whixall	CE	Primary	School	and	Thomas	Adams	Secondary.	
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St	Mary’s,	Whixall	
St	Mary’s	church	was	built	in	1867	and	is	Grade	2	Listed.	
The	style	is	described	as	'late	Early	English'	and	its	
architect	is	said	to	be	the	famous	Victorian	architect,	G.E.	
Street,	who	designed	the	Royal	Courts	of	Justice.		
	
St	Mary’s	Quinquennial	was	undertaken	in	January	2019	
with	just	a	few	minor	actions	to	be	undertaken.	The	Parish	
Share	is	always	fully	paid.		
	
The	congregation	is	sometimes	small	but	always	
enthusiastic	and	is	famous	for	the	warmth	of	its	welcome;	
members	of	the	congregation	try	to	encourage	new	
members	by	their	example.		As	with	its	sister	churches,	St	
Mary’s	has	a	positive	and	often	hands-on	approach	to	
maintaining	the	building	and	developing	the	church’s	

facilities		(as	seen,	for	
example,	in	the	building	
of	our	large	car	park,	
the	addition	of	toilet	facilities	and	some	kitchen	amenities).	
	
Usual	attendance	on	a	Sunday	is	around	ten	people	with	a	much-
valued,	mid-week	Holy	Communion	service	on	the	second	
Wednesday	of	the	month.	Numbers	swell	for	‘festival’	services	and,	
as	with	the	other	two	churches,	Whixall	welcomes	its	sister	

congregations	for	joint	and	combined	services.	Currently,	one	very	successful	link	is	the	After-School	
Club,	run	by	the	school	with	church	members	supporting;	this	is	attended	by	up	to	18	children	and	
focuses	on	preparing	for	particular	festivals	through	the	religious	calendar.		It	is	believed	that	the	
Club	-	and	generally	improved	links	with	the	school	-	have	led	to	much	greater	attendance	at	the	
Festival	services.	

	
In	terms	of	‘Outreach’,	the	church	
holds	a	number	of	coffee	mornings	
throughout	the	year.		While	these	
are	necessary	to	help	with	funds,	
the	feeling	is	that	they	are	also	
vital	in	forging	and	maintaining	
links	with	the	local	community.		All-
comers	are	welcome	and	do	come!		

The	highpoint	of	this	sort	of	link	is	Whixall’s	famous	Harvest	Supper	and	produce	auction;	it	is	always	
best	to	get	your	tickets	early!		The	most	successful	social	
event	of	2019	was	a	sell-out	‘Afternoon	Tea	with	Prosecco’,	
which	not	only	raised	a	substantial	sum	but	was	talked	about	
in	the	village	for	weeks	after!		
	
There	is	also	St	Mary’s	newly-revised	‘100	club’,	which	raises	
funds	for	the	church,	as	well	as	facilitating	close	connections	
with	people	around	the	parish	who,	while	they	may	not	
regularly	attend	church,	have	a	stronger	sense	of	being	part	of	
our	church	community	and	supporting	its	work.	There	are	29	on	the	Electoral	Roll.	
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The	service	pattern	currently	gives	a	balance	of	Holy	Communion	and	Morning	Worship	service,	
although	the	PCC	is	introducing	a	new	Family	Service.	Whixall	has	also	had	a	number	of	creative	
services	for	occasions	such	as	Rogation	and	Harvest	(both	particularly	meaningful	in	a	rural	parish);	
and	the	Carol	Service	sometimes	features	a	folk	band,	rather	than	the	usual	organ.	One	strength	of	
the	Whixall	congregation	lies	in	the	fact	that	they	regularly	provide	pastoral	care	within	the	
community,	with	a	number	willing	to	visit	the	sick.		The	church	sends	greetings	cards	on	special	
occasions.	
 
The	parish	of	Whixall,	served	by	St	Mary’s,	covers	a	large	rural	area,	c2.5	miles	wide	by	c4	miles	long	
and	shares	a	border	with	Wales.	As	a	rural	parish,	businesses	tend	to	focus	on	farming	or	other	
agricultural	work	but	there	are	a	number	of	individual	businesses	based	on	creative	or	IT	work	and	
some	leisure-based	businesses,	such	as	caravan	sites.	It	is	a	dispersed	settlement	with	several	
smaller	hamlets	served	by	over	76	miles	of	winding	country	lanes.	It	does	not	have	a	centre	as	such	
but	the	Bowling	Club	and	Social	Centre	are	both	hives	of	social	activity.	Whixall	is	very	popular	with	
families	and	walkers,	having	an	extraordinary	Site	of	Special	Scientific	Interest,	Whixall	Moss,	a	
branch	of	the	Llangollen	Canal	running	through	the	village	and	a	café	at	the	recently	refurbished	
Whixall	Marina.	
	
Primary	Schools	
Our	two	primary	schools	together	form	the	Fields	Academy	Trust.	They	share	a	Mission	Statement	
that	makes	clear	their	Christian	vision:	‘Our	distinctive	Christian	ethos	
facilitates	the	well	being	and	best	quality	education	for	each	child.	
Children	achieve	the	fullness	of	life	through	discovering	and	developing	
their	talents.’	Both	schools	were	recently	(Autumn	2019)	rated	Good	by	
Ofsted	and	in	their	last	SIAMS.	New	SIAMS	inspections	are	due	shortly	in	
both	schools.		
	

The	churches	have	always	celebrated	their	links	with	
the	schools,	both	at	the	school	and	in	the	church	-	the	
children	come	for	two	or	three	key	services	each	year	
–	and	the	vicar’s	personal	presence	has	been	a	vital	
element	in	the	deepening	relationship	between	
church	and	school;	it	is	expected	that	this	will	develop	
further	with	any	future	appointment	and	that	the	new	
vicar	will	lead	worship	in	both	schools.	The	churches	
provide	very	active	Foundation	Governors	to	both	

schools	and	these	links	between	the	schools	strengthens	the	warm	relationship	between	the	three	
PEW	churches	and	the	village	communities.	
	
Our	Churches	recognise	the	changing	nature	of	family	lives	
in	the	21st	Century	and	understand	the	many	demands	on	
their	time.	As	churches	we	have	focused	on	supporting	

‘church’	in	school	through	
Journey	Day	activities,	after	
school	clubs,	welcoming	the	
school	to	hold	special	seasonal	
celebrations,	such	as	Harvest,	
in	our	buildings	and	ensuring	a	
warm,	appropriate	welcome	awaits	families	who	attend	special	services.	

Both	schools	promote	these	special	services	in	their	newsletters	eg.	crib	services.		


