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Dear Friends

I’ll bet there are not many of us who, at one time or
another have not either taken a part in, or watched
family members performing in some kind of Nativity Play.
Each year lively new musical versions appear for
children to sing along to, not to mention the popular
films ‘Nativity’, 1, 2 and 3!  But, even though you will be reading this
in the season of Epiphany, writing as I am nearly two weeks before
Christmas, it might be worth pausing a moment to consider that
nativity scene in a bit more detail, and then our relation to it as individual.

For one thing, although the nativity scene is very familiar to us
today, for centuries it wasn’t really given much prominence, vastly
overshadowed by Easter as the big Christian Festival.  It was actually
St Francis of Assisi whom in a small town in Italy in 1223 recreated
the first nativity scene in a play.  Not to deny the centrality of the
death and resurrection of Jesus, St Francis wanted to draw
people’s attention to the birth of Jesus too, the point in history
when God became incarnate, took on human flesh and became one
of us.  To help understand why this shows how precious all people
are to our heavenly father, St Francis looked at some of the
characters in the story and fleshed out their role a bit, something
given much more detail in the ensuing medieval Passion Plays,
which are still performed today.

Take, for example, the shepherds. Like many characters in the nativity
story, the figure of a shepherd was very different to the clean tea
towel head dressed innocent smiles, which we might imagine, or
indeed not long since seen.  Shepherds in Jesus’ day were consid-
ered dirty, rough and untrustworthy.  Their work was tough and
poorly paid, they spent most of their time away from other people
and, on their rare visits to a town were shunned and treated as
second class citizens, rather how my children regard me when
they’re with their friends!  But although they were initially terrified,
their faith in God’s goodness and that they had been chosen and
not disregarded by God overturned their negative expectation,
maybe even of themselves.  Their commission to share the great
news brought courage and confidence that the judgements made by others
about them didn’t mean that they had to share these themselves.
God believed in them an their true worth was recognised.         >>>
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>>>   So, at times when we feel a bit like those shepherds,
disregarded, looked down upon, overlooked, we can remember that
lesson that God knows our true worth and has plans to use it.  We
can give ourselves courage and confidence even at times when we
feel that others lack it in us. We can find courage to confront our
fears – “yes, well who pays your student maintenance allowance?
I can tell myself after some withering remark comes my way, followed
by barely suppressed sniggers from the assembled company!

What about the wise men?  They were very different to the
shepherds – in fact they would have been very different to almost
everyone else at all in the society the nativity took place in, which
was hardly a diverse, cosmopolitan Roman metropolis.  Although
they were wealthy and learned, used no doubt to exalted company,
they were not influenced by status and worldly power, they listened,
disregarded Herod for the petty puppet he was and bowed instead to
a poor peasant baby. So, we might ask ourselves when there may
be times when we would do well not to be overawed by worldly wealth
and power, when we might need humility to recognise true goodness,
truth and honour, which might be unexpectedly before our very eyes.

And the angels?  Well, in contrast to the first words spoken to the
shepherds, “Do not be afraid”, most words spoken by angels in the
scriptures until then had been quite the opposite, usually a message
of death and destruction, wrath, judgement and reckoning.  So not
only was the message of the angels quite different to what was
expected of them, so the mighty God, who often was regarded as
something to fear, had entered our world as a vulnerable baby,
ready to bring welcome and to help us find peace.  Are we then also
sometimes challenged to be an angel, ready despite expectations
of either others, to be messengers in our world of the infectious joy
and love of God or ourselves?

So, nearly 800 years since the first nativity play took place, we can
still use it to reflect on the many lessons about ourselves that we
can see in it, not least the new life that we ourselves can bring into
the world by following Jesus’ own example first seen in the manger:
recognising that all people are made in God’s image and are there
to be welcomed, cared for and loved.

Your friend and vicar,
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Quick
A young husband was in big trouble when he forgot his

wedding anniversary. His wife told him, "Tomorrow there better
be something in the driveway for me that goes from zero to 200 in two
seconds flat".

The next morning the wife found a small package in the driveway. She
opened it and found brand-new bathroom scales.

Where babies come from
For weeks a six-year old lad kept telling his teacher about the baby brother
or sister that was expected at his house.  Then one day the mother allowed
the boy to feel the movements of the unborn child.  The six-year old was
obviously impressed but made no comment. Furthermore, he stopped tell-
ing his teacher about the impending event.

The teacher finally took the
little boy aside one day, and
asked: "James, whatever has
become of that baby brother
or sister you were expecting
at home?"  James burst into
tears and confessed, "I think
Mummy ate it!"

Noah
When Noah sailed the waters
blue,
he had his troubles same as
you.
For 40 days he drove the Ark
before he found a place to
park…
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After Christmas, what?  Just blank silence? Or a ‘thank-you’ note for
that gift?

A survey by the insurers Ecclesiastical has found that 60 per cent
of 25-to-34-year-olds said they would NOT write a thank-you note
because they found writing uncomfortable, or were embarrassed
by their handwriting, spelling or grammar, or just did not know
what to say.  It seems that saying ‘thank you’ can be
the hardest word for many in this age-group.

Yet people who receive written thank you notes
for their gifts say that the letters make them
so much happier for having gone to the
trouble of choosing and sending a gift.
But even a personal ‘thank-you’ via social
media is much welcomed.

64 children each received a Christingle at the Christingle service.
The congregation gave a generous £339.50 to the fund for
the Children’s Society to help vulnerable children living
in this country.

After the service, many families enjoyed the coffee and
mince pies served in the church hall by the Rainbows.

Feniscliffe, St. Francis Our Christmas party held in
December was attended by 15
members who enjoyed an evening
of food, fun and laughter.

The first meeting in 2020 will be on Tuesday 14th January when we
will be having a meal out at The Royal Oak, Riley Green, to celebrate
the New Year . Please make sure your name is on the list and if you
require a lift.

The AGM will be held on Tuesday 4th February when £22.00 subs
will be due.
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CONTRACTORS TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES, DOMESTIC
AND COMMERCIAL WORK, INSURANCE WORK.

23 YEARS EXPERIENCE

JOINERY

Building & Joinery Ltd.

BUILDING ROOFING* *

Time served
skilled tradesmen
offering quality
workmanship that
is value for
money.

Specialists in Bathroom and Kitchen design and fitting for the disabled

Telephone:
01254 607 483

Mobile:
07718 226 033

Please support our advertisers

H KELSALL

ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS

Domestic, Commercial, Industrial
Contractors

Free Advice and Estimates
Rewires, Consumer units, Showers,

Cookers, Outdoor Supplies
Telephone: 01254 208736
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VISIT  THE

Beehive Inn
Cherry Tree

WORSLEYS
NEWSAGENTS

Courteous & friendly service
CARD PAYMENT ACCEPTED

Newspapers, Magazines, Tobacco,
Jar Sweets, Greeting Cards

341 Preston Old Road
Telephone 201196 for your

NEW OFF LICENC E

PROFESSIONAL HAIRDRESSING
AT

347 PRESTON OLD ROAD

HOURS OF BUSINESS:
Monday Closed. Tuesday 9.30am - 7.00pm.
Wednesday 8.30am - 7.00pm. Thursday 9.30am - 7.00pm.
Friday 9.30am - 6.00pm. Saturday 8.30am - 1.30pm

* All qualified staff *
* Unisex *

Tel: 01254 201966

Telephone :  01254 209007
b e a u t y @ s l i t n p o l i s h .c o . u k

w w w. s p l i t n p o l i s h . c o . u k
374 Preston Old Road, Cherry Tree, Blackburn BB2 5LL

SPLIT N POLISH
BEAUTY . PERMANENT MAKEUP . AESTHETICS

Plastering, Plumbing,
     Tiling, Joinery

All trades undertaken with 30 years experience
M: 07729 634 188
TEL: 01254 659 074
E: rostrongary6@gmail.com

Free Quotes & Qualified Tradesmen
Find us on Facebook @GSRBuildBATHROOMS & KITCHENS

GSR

                       07941 370 922
01254 202078
Preston Old Road, Blackburn

NORTHERN PEST CONTROL
QUICK RELIABLE SERVICE

allison-elwood@hotmail.co.uk



9

All in the month of JANUARY… It was:

200 years ago, on 27th and 30th Jan 1820 that Antarctica was discovered.
A Russian expedition sighted the Fimbul Ice Shelf, but not land.  Three days
later a captain in the British Royal Navy sighted the Trinity Peninsula.

125 years ago, on 12th Jan 1895 that the National Trust was founded (as
the National Trust for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty).

80 years ago, on 8th Jan 1940 that food rationing began in Britain (bacon,
butter and sugar).

70 years ago, on 23rd Jan 1950 that the Israeli Knesset declared Jerusalem
the capital of Israel.

65 years ago, on 25th Jan 1955 that the world’s first atomic clock was
unveiled by scientists at the National Physical Laboratory in the UK.  It
measured time by counting the vibrations of cesium-133 atoms. It was
accurate to one second every 300 years.

50 years ago, on 22nd Jan 1970 that the Boeing 747 ‘Jumbo Jet’ went into service
on its first regularly scheduled commercial flight, from New York to London.

30 years ago, on 31st Jan 1990 that Russia’s first McDonald’s fast-food
restaurant opened in Moscow. It is said that 30,000 hamburgers were sold
the first morning.

20 years ago, on 1st Jan 2000, the calendar switched over to the year 2000,
with no major computer problems from the so-called Y2K ‘Millennium Bug’.

Also 10 years ago, on 4th Jan 2010 the Burj Khalifa in Dubai opened.  It is
the world’s tallest structure, at 2,722 feet (829.8 metres).

10 years ago, on 12th Jan 2010 that the Haiti earthquake killed at least
100,000 people, and devastated the capital, Port-au-Prince.

OPENING HOURS:
St. Aidan’s - Mon. Wed. Fri.

(10am - 3pm). St. Francis - Tue. Thu. (10am - 3pm)
Please contact Olly Hunt (208212) if you would like to help.
Income for November was:
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Blackburn Funeral Services Ltd.
9 New Wellington Street,

Blackburn

Harry Gibbs and Nicola Hudson offer a
personal service 24 hours a day.

• Homely Environment
• No Call Centres
• Horse Drawn Funerals
• Pre-Paid Funeral
• Private Chapels of Rest
• Covering Blackburn and surrounding areas

24 Hour Personal Attention of
Harry Gibbs - 01254 260005
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Wordsearch for JANUARY 2020. Answers on page 22.

SUDOKU PUZZLE
Each row, each column
and each 3x3 box all have
numbers from 1-9. No
digit can appear twice in
any row, column or box.
Answers on page 22.

Epiphany‘   Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?  We saw
his star in the east and have come to worship him.’ So Matthew tells of the
coming of the Magi, or Wise Men, to Bethleham.  Did they come from Arabia
Felix – nowadays southern Arabia?  How many came?  No one knows, but by
the 6th century they were named Gaspar, Melchior, and Balthasar.  Why gold,
frankincense and myrrh?   Gold stands for kingship: Jesus was King of the
Jews.  Frankincense stands
for divinity; Jesus was to be
worshipped. Myrrh stands for
death and burial; Jesus would
become a sacrifice and die for
his people. The Wise Men
were the very first Gentiles
ever to worship Jesus.  Isaiah
foresaw this response to Jesus:
‘Nations will come to your
light, and kings to the bright-
ness of your dawn.’ The Magi
wanted to worship Jesus;
Herod wanted to kill him.

King
Jews
star
east
Worship
magi
wise
men
baby
Jesus
Epiphany
Arabia
Felix

Gaspar
Melchior
Balthasar
Gold
Frankincense
myrrh
kingship
Isaiah
nations
Herod
kill
Bethlehem
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72 New Chapel Street, Mill Hill, Blackburn, Lancashire BB2 4TD
Telephone: 01254 57297
Mobile: 07855 640 699

Email: cricketshopuk@aol.com

D & J PRATT
SPORTSWEAR

Please support our advertisers

A family run business. Est. in 2004.
Providing chauffeur driven Limousines and iconic Split Screen V.W. Campervans.
Celebrate in style whatever the occasion. Ribbons and Bunting Supplied.

More details on our web site: www.coachhouselimousines.co.uk

Neil and Jane would
be delighted to be part
of your celebrations and
tailor a package to suit
your requirements.

01254 202774 and

07710 761 291

COACH HOUSE LIMOUSINES Ltd.



13

An Anglican church leader has explained the
Church’s official stance on yoga in churches after
a church in Devon rejected a request from a
yoga instructor to hold a class in its church hall.

Archdeacon Mark Butchers of Barnstaple, who oversees churches
in North Devon, told the news site  that Church of
England parishes aim to be as welcoming as possible to a wide
variety of community groups. However, each parish is allowed to
create its own policies for renting a church hall.

“Many parishes are entirely open to hosting yoga exercise classes,
emphasising the health benefits for both individuals and communi-
ties which yoga offers,” he said.

"But some parishes feel that because yoga has its spiritual roots in
Hinduism and Buddhism, it does not fit with Christian spirituality
which is rooted in the love of God revealed in Jesus; and so they do
not allow traditional yoga classes, but would welcome other health
and fitness groups such as Pilates.”

Archdeacon Butchers also said that there are a range of views on
the topic with the Church, but they all desire to serve communities
“with joy according to the values and beliefs of our Christian faith".

While I welcome the Archdeacon’s acknowledgement of a range of
views on this subject, I feel that his view on the incompatibility of
Christian, Hindu and Buddhist spirituality falls short.

It falls short firstly because it is now widely acknowledged that
western science, mathematics and culture did not develop sepa-
rately from that in the east, but instead, through a mutually
beneficial communication through various means such as the Silk
Road and other trading routes.  The west received innovations like
the printing press, gunpowder and the compass from eastern
traditions, and a lot of its cultural thinking too.

It falls short because Christian spirituality did not appear out of nowhere
but evolved out of a long tradition, as seen in the Old Testament >>>
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DanceSaturday18th January 2020

>>>  which itself has roots in beliefs and cultures shared around
the middle east, seen also Zoroastrianism, which continue to this
day.  Religions are much more interconnected than the Archdeacon
would appear to suggest.

It falls short finally because of the implications of this last point.
That just because we have truths in our belief and values, that
doesn’t mean that there are not truths in the beliefs and values of
others, and that we may not benefit from learning from them.  I am
heartened by the many interfaith projects and communications I
see today, in Lancashire no less than anywhere.  Long may they
continue and please support any yoga class, which may be run in
St Francis, Hall or Church!

Your tolerant vicar. .

to provide the opportunity for
donations of food to be left in the box at the
back of church. The need is as great as ever.

The Blackburn Food Bank say: “We would be very grateful if
you would support our appeal.
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Magi from the East – it isn’t a lot to go on.  The Magi had originally
been a religious caste among the Persians. Their devotion to
astrology, divination and the interpretation of dreams led to an
extension in the meaning of the word, and by the first century the
Magi in Matthew’s gospel could have been astrologers from outside
of Persia.  Some scholars believe they might have come from what
was then Arabia Felix, or as we would say today, southern Arabia.

Certainly, in the first century astrology was practised there, and it
was the region where the Queen of Sheba had lived.  She of course
had visited Solomon and would have heard the prophecies about
how one day a Messiah would be born to the Israelites and become
their king.
Matthew’s gospel (chapter 2) is clear that the Magi asked Herod:
‘Where is the One who has been born king of the Jews?  We saw
His star in the east and have come to worship Him.’  So it is
possible that in southern Arabia the Queen of Sheba’s story of how
a Messiah would one day be sent to the Israelites had survived.
Certainly, there are a number of other early legends that connect
southern Arabia with Solomon’s Israel.    >>>

 - the visit of
the wise men to the baby Jesus.  But who

were these wise men? No one knows for
sure. Matthew calls them ‘Magi’, and that
was the name of an ancient caste of a
priestly kind from Persia.  It wasn’t until
the third century that they were called
kings - by a church father, Tertullian.

Another church father, Origin, assumed there were three - to
correspond with the gifts given.  Later Christian interpretation came
to understand gold as a symbol of wisdom and wealth, incense as a
symbol of worship and sacrifice, and myrrh as a symbol of healing

Certainly Jesus challenged and set aright the way in which the world
handled all three of these things.  Since the 8th century, the magi
have had the names ,  and .
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>>>  To many people this makes sense:  that the ancient stories of
a Messiah, linked to later astrological study, prompted these alert and
god-fearing men to the realisation that something very stupendous
was happening in Israel. They realised that after all these centuries,
the King of the Jews, the Messiah, was about to be born.

One more interesting thing that gives weight to the theory that the
magi came from southern Arabia is this:  if you study any map of
Palestine as it was during biblical times, you will find that the old
Arabian caravan routes all entered Palestine ‘from the East’.

25th January
January is a month of the beginning of great things!  As well as the
naming of the Son of God, we celebrate the conversion of the
greatest ever apostle of the Christian faith. Many books have been
written on Paul, and here is the briefest of introductions.

He was a Jew, born as ‘Saul’ at Tarsus, and brought up by the rabbi
Gamaliel as a Pharisee. A devout, fanatical Jew, Saul persecuted the
Christians, and watched with satisfaction the first Christian martyrdom,
the stoning of Stephen.  Then on his way to Damascus Saul had a
vision of Christ that stopped him, literally, in his tracks.  He realised
that this Jesus whom he was persecuting was in fact the Messiah
for whom he had longed.
Saul changed overnight.  He took a new name, Paul, and became an
evangelist for the cause of Christ.  He became a leader in the early
Church and his special calling was as an apostle to the Gentiles. He
wrote many epistles to the young churches he founded - and thus,
inadvertently, wrote a great part of the New Testament.
Life as the greatest apostle was hardly full of perks: he was stoned,
beaten, mobbed, homeless, hated, imprisoned, and finally martyred.
Tradition has it that he was beheaded in Rome during the persecution
of Nero in AD 64, and buried where the basilica of St Paul ‘outside
the walls’ now stands.  His mighty faith in Christ has kindled similar
belief in many hundreds of millions of people down the centuries.
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Do you get into a muddle at times?  Then here is an important New
Year’s Resolution for you: this year, have a calendar and record
important dates such as when to renew your TV licence, insurances,
road tax (car excise duty) and MOT test.  Yes, I know you get a
reminder, but sometimes things can get missed.

Check if you have legal insurance and what it covers. If you have
home contents insurance, it may cover any legal expenses. This
might save you a lot of money if you need advice.

What would happen to you if you cannot make decisions for yourself
or you die? You should also consider making or changing your will.

If you are thinking about having some work done, choose the contrac-
tor carefully. Ask neighbours or friends who they would recommend.
Read the advertisements in the parish magazine. Ask contractors for
references. Check trade or other qualifications. Get estimates in writing
with an agreed date for the work to start and when it will be completed.

Confirm important things in writing or email.

Think about security, not just locks on doors and windows but online
security. What information about you is ‘out there’? If you publish
photos of your family, birthdays and when you go away on holiday,
think again. Speak to someone who knows about being safe. Do not
give out your personal information to anyone, if in doubt. If something
sounds too good to be true… well, you know the rest!

Have a safe place to store stuff such as guarantees and receipts for
important purchases. If you lost your wallet, house keys or phone
what would you do?

If things are not right about where you live, ask questions and
complain if necessary. Do something positive for the community.
Consider doing a litter pick once a month, or even organise a mass
litter pick. Attend local meetings of your parish or town council. Find
out what needs doing.  And help to do it!  Happy 2020!
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Fogartys
Insurance Services Ltd.

Motor . Household . Business
e-mail: enquiries@fogartysinsurance.co.uk

Tel: 01254 723088 Fax: 01254 721287
384 Preston Old Road, Blackburn, Lancashire, BB2 5LL

www.fogartysinsurance.co.uk

Please support our advertisers

Wm. ALTY & SONS LTD
A Reputable and Trusted Family Company

Established for FIVE Generations
Three Rolls Royce Fleet

No Appointment necessary for viewing loved ones
Pre Paid Plans Available

Visit Our New Branch
11 Cann Bridge Street, Higher Walton PR5 4DJ   01772 428580 (24 Hrs)

Blackburn Office: Broomfield House, Broomfield Place, Witton, Blackburn BB2 1XF
Telephone: 01254 503240 (24 Hrs)  Facsimile: 01254 503241

Email:     Website: www.altysfunerals.co.ukAdmin@altysfunerals.co.uk

  St. Francis Parent and Toddler Group.
Meet in St. Francis Church Hall, St. Francis Road. BB2 2TZ
on Mondays and Thursdays from 9.00am to 11.00am.

Large play area and a good assortment of toys,
books etc and singing. For children
from birth to 4yrs with an adult. £1.50

per child, £1 per extra child.
  Includes bicuits, juice and a brew. Toast also available!
                   Contact: Maureen on 01254 72 62 79
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A prayer for humility
O God, since you created everything we can see, hear and
touch, may we constantly acknowledge your bounty.  And since
you sustain everything we can see, hear and touch, may we always
be mindful of your strength.  Thus, may we walk the path of life
with a spirit of humility, knowing that in all things we depend
on you.

From the Mozarabic Sacramentary 3rd century

The Joys of January!
Hail to the Lord’s anointed,
Both clergyman and lay,
They’re seldom disappointed
To get past Christmas Day!
The hectic Christmas season
Of service constantly –
There can’t be better reason
To welcome January!

The Curate and the Vicar
A busy schedule keep,
As they rush, ever quicker
They don’t get that much sleep.
The overworked Churchwarden
And their sidespersons team,
Who don’t get time for boredom
But only seldom scream!

So, when the season’s over;
The crib has been put by,
The drapes to green changed over
They breathe a heartfelt sigh!
They laugh and smile with pleasure
And sing a merry rhyme,
But short-lived is their leisure –
For soon comes Easter time!

By Nigel Beeton
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NEWS Here is a good news story from the Church of Scotland…
Former asylum seeker ordained as Kirk minister

A former asylum seeker who escaped the clutches of Islamic extremists has recently
been ordained as a Church of Scotland minister.
Raheel Arif was inducted into Denny Old Parish Church linked with Haggs Parish
Church and will become its first full-time spiritual leader for five and a half years.
The 47-year-old said he was very excited about taking up the “wonderful and
priceless ministry” in the Falkirk Council district.
Mr Arif and his wife Humaira and their children, Rhea and Roshaan, fled to
Scotland from Pakistan in September, 2011 after extremists threatened their lives
because of their faith.
At the time he was the vice-principal of a secondary school in Peshawar, partly run
by the state, and the only Christian out of a staff of 52.  Jealousy and suspicion was
rife, and then a plot was mounted against him, to have him arrested for blasphemy.
Fortunately, it failed.
Mr Arif took his wife and children to Grangemouth to visit his cousin Rev Aftab
Gohar, minister of Abbotsgrange Parish Church, in the summer of 2011 to lie low
until things got back to normal.
But when they returned to Peshawar two months later it quickly became clear that
his persecutors would never leave them in peace, and so they decided to return to
Scotland and seek asylum.
Mr Arif, who grew up in a Christian family and was very active in his local church
in Pakistan and involved in mission work, said: “We were living a good life in
Peshawar, but extremists kept threatening us. It was a terrifying, horrible situation
and I was very scared. At first the threats were only directed at me and I thought
things would calm down in time.
#

“But when people came to my house and threatened my family, I knew that we had
to leave.  I had heard the stories of how non-Muslims were killed by extremists –
butchered with their bodies put in sacks and thrown in fields.”
Mr Arif said the family applied for asylum the day they arrived in Glasgow and 18
months later they were granted refugee status and leave to remain for five years
which has been extended to indefinite leave to remain.
He enrolled in Highland Theological College in Dingwall in 2015 to study theology as
a distance learning student and graduated last year.  Mr Arif, who has a Masters degree
in botany and a Bachelor's degree in education, carried out his 15 month probation
at Zetland Parish Church in Grangemouth under the tutelage of Rev Alison Meikle.
“I have been on an amazing journey and my ordination is affirmation for that call
and God’s plan for my life,” he said.  “When we came to Scotland the circumstances
were very difficult, but God’s hand and grace was upon us which further increased
my faith and trust in Him.
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FROM THE FAMILY REGISTER

IN REMEMBRANCE OF LOVED ONES
(Taken from the book of Remembrance for past years)

JANUARY

We welcome into the family of the Church;

FUNERALS
  We offer our sympathy to the families of those who have recently died

WEDDINGS :  we wish every happiness to:

  1 Abraham Mitchell
 Bessie Burnell
  3 John Norval Hodgson 1970
  5 Tom Aspinall
 Kath Crookall 2018
  6 Elizabeth Mitchell
 Ernest Baxendale 1987
 Brian Duckworth 2003
  7 Joan Brown 2012
  8 Harry Hodgkinson 1984
  9 Ernest Audley Baker
 Sandra Lucas 2006
10 Edith Mary Woodacre
 Rebecca Nicholson 2012
11 Frank Counsell 2005
13  Marie Berry
 Agnes Lobb 1993
 Annis Gibbons 2010
14  Maggie Greaves 1986
 Harry Kershaw 1989
15  Peggy Perkins 1996
 Rachel Sarah Ambler 2014

17 Christine Mary Hall 2004
18 Marjorie Joseph 2015
19 James Hall
 Alan Walsh 2012
20 George Albert Nicholson 2008
23 Emrys Jones
24 William Greenwood 1951
 Edith Dixon
 Marjorie Wilkinson
25 Albert Hadfield
 Miriam Wilson 1996
27  Sarah (Sally) Walmsley 2000

Margaret (Meg) Joan Dexter 2019
29 Agnes Fogerty 1962
 Herbert Eddleston
 Derek Eccles 1991
 John (Jack) Parry Mackereth 2003
31 James Brewster Markham
 Thomas Strangeways
 Barbara Hollinrake 2009
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If you cannot do your turn please arrange for someone else to do your duty

8.30am 10.00am

5 B. Blundell S. Kelsall J. Walsh J. Hughes

12 A. Hunt    O. Hunt   B. Taylor   S. Stevenson

19 M. Hanson R. Maginn D. Bethell J. Lobb

26 P. Mercer  Mothers’ Union

8.30am 10.00am

2 B. Blundell S. Kelsall J. Walsh J. Hughes

9 A. Hunt    O. Hunt   B. Taylor   S. Stevenson

16 M. Hanson R. Maginn D. Bethell J. Lobb

23 P. Mercer  Mothers’ Union

5 A. Peers M. Stevenson

12 Young Leaders

19 A. Hunt G. Slater

26 D. Ratcliffe B. Taylor

2 A. Peers M. Stevenson

9 Young Leader

16 L. Ashworth J. George

23 D. Ratcliffe B. Taylor
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SERVICES IN JANUARY
  5   Sunday    8.30am HOLY COMMUNION (Said)

Epiphany 10.00am HOLY COMMUNION

  8   Wednesday  10.00am HOLY COMMUNION (Said) BCP
    5.45pm Family Praise Service

12  Sunday    8.30am HOLY COMMUNION (Said)
    Baptism of 10.00am HOLY COMMUNION (Church Parade)
   Christ
15   Wednesday 10.00am HOLY COMMUNION (Said) BCP

      5.45pm Family Praise Service

19   Sunday    8.30am HOLY COMMUNION (Said)
 Epiphany 2 10.00am HOLY COMMUNION

22   Wednesday  10.00am HOLY COMMUNION (Said) BCP
    5.45pm Family Praise Service

26   Sunday    8.30am HOLY COMMUNION (Said)
 Epiphany 3 10.00am HOLY COMMUNION

29  Wednesday  10.00am HOLY COMMUNION (Said) BCP
    5.45pm Family Praise Service

You are invited to join us for a cup
of coffee in the vestry after the service.

Messy Church is for children with an adult. We meet every fourth
Tuesday in the month at 3.30pm in St. Francis Primary School hall,
term time only.
We start with a snack and learn about Bible stories through craft
and games. Messy Church finishes with Prayers and songs at 5pm.
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VICAR Revnd. David Roscoe   732 Preston Old Road
Hon. ASSISTANT PRIEST Revnd. Peter Hallett
SACRISTAN Mr. L. Ashworth 36 Franklin Road
SUNDAY SCHOOL Mrs. P. Rushton 90 The Crescent
CHURCH WARDENS: Mr. A. R. Duckworth 33 Gib Lane

Mr. R. A. Parker 21 St. Francis Road
PCC SECRETARY Mrs. A. Cottam              16 Risedale Grove
PCC TREASURER Mrs. C. Duckworth 33 Gib Lane
STEWARDSHIP REC. Mr. K. Thompson  17 Hollin Hall Drive
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER. Mrs. Ruth Maginn 18 Arnside Crescent
ELECTORAL ROLL Mrs. L. Baron 10 Lomond Gardens
MAGAZINE EDITOR Mrs. H. Parker 21 St. Francis Road
ADVERTISEMENTS Mrs. S. Stevenson   7 Ryburn Avenue
ORGANIST Mrs. H. Parker  21 St. Francis Road.
FLOWERS Mrs. J. Hughes 80 Pinewood
HALL BOOKINGS Mr. R. Parker 21 St. Francis Road
SYNOD REPS. Mrs G. Slater           350 Preston Old Road
 Mrs P Rushton          90 The Crescent
PRIMARY SCHOOL HEAD Vacant
TODDLER GROUP Mrs. M. Rogerson …….……………………………..…..

MOTHER’S UNION Mrs. G. Slater
GROUP SCOUT LEADER Mr. Ian Fletcher 7 Aldernay Close
SCOUT LEADER Mr. S. Cooke 87 Dalby Crescent
CUB SCOUTS Mr. I. Fletcher 7 Aldernay Close
BEAVERS Mrs. C. Newman
GUIDES Mrs. A. Cottam 16 Risedale Close
RAINBOWS Mrs. C. Duckworth 33 Gib Lane
BROWNIE GUIDES Mrs. J. Bradley 1 Bracken Close
INDOOR BOWLING Mrs. M. Walsh .……………….………… Via

PCC
arochial

hurch
ouncil

MEMBERS OF THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL.
 Revnd. David Roscoe (Chair)    Andrea Cottam (Secretary)
 Pat Rushton (Vice Chair)  Christine Duckworth (Treasurer)
 Tony Duckworth (Warden)  Susan Stevenson.
 Roy Parker (Warden)  Debbie Ratcliffe.
    Andy Hunt.     Ruth Maginn.     Gayle Slater.   Joyce Lobb.



732 Preston Old Road
Feniscowles, Blackburn

Telephone: 01254 201236
Mobile: 07506 552 784
Email: d.roscoe@sky.com

Tony Duckworth 01254 202088
Roy Parker 01254 202930

8.30am Holy Communion
10.00am PARISH EUCHARIST

Second Sunday - Church Parade

9.50am IN THE CHURCH HALL
CRECHE FOR MOTHERS AND

BABIES EVERY SUNDAY

10.00am HOLY COMMUNION
6.45pm FAMILY PRAISE

Our hall is suitable for many indoor activities including:
Private Parties, Club Meetings, Indoor Sports, Disco's, Dancing,

Stage productions and many more uses.
Contact Roy Parker 01254 202930 or 07729 630 391

www.achurchnearyou.com/feniscliffe-st-francis/
St. Francis Church, Feniscliffe.


