
 

St Mary the Virgin 

Westerham 

 

 

 
 

(We can provide this logo if you wish to use it on your order of service) 
 

Your Wedding 2020 

 

 

 

 
 
Revised Dec 2019 



Congratulations! 

 

We’re delighted that you want to get married at St Mary’s Church.   We 

are looking forward to getting to know you. 

 

 

The process may seem daunting, but we are here to guide you through. 

 

The place to start is to contact our Parish Office, where we can check your 

eligibility to get married and advise on the availability of your preferred date.   

We may pencil your date in, but it should not be considered “booked” until you 

have met with the vicar and provided the evidence for the legal aspects of the 

wedding.  (If you are gaining a 'Qualifying Connection' by regular attendance 

at a service for 6 months then, again, we will pencil in your wedding date, but 

will not confirm it, or call the Banns, until this connection has been made). 

 

We are not usually available to take weddings on a Sunday or during Holy 

Week (Easter) or the week after Christmas. 

 

We will ‘wear a number of hats’ each time we see you as we act as ‘Registrar’, 

to carry out the ‘civil’ aspects of a wedding, as ‘Vicar’ to guide you through 

church law as well as ‘Chaplain’ to help you prepare.    

 

 

We will meet 3 times: 

 

1. Initial Meeting  

Here you will meet with the vicar and deal mainly with the “legalities” and other 

administrative matters; at this meeting we agree your wedding date. 

 

We will cover 

• Marriage Measures document, including evidence of a “Qualifying 

Connection” to St Mary’s 

• Banns of Marriage Application (or Licence) 

• Fees 
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• Evidence of identity i.e. 

o Current use of name    

▪ e.g. utility bill (<3 months) 

▪ bank or building society statement (<1 month) 

▪ council tax bill (<12 months) 

▪ mortgage statement (<12 months) 

▪ current tenancy agreement 

▪ valid driving licence 

o Date of Birth   e.g. Passport or Birth Certificate 

o Address   e.g. Driving Licence or utility bill 

o Photo ID   e.g. Passport or Driving Licence 

 

• Evidence of nationality 

o Valid Passport  (Non EEA citizens will need a Superintendent 

Registrar’s Certificate, this can take 3 months). 

 

2. Planning Your Service 

 

Around six months before your service we will have a second meeting to plan 

your service; this booklet outlines different options. 

Afterwards 

• You can make an appointment with our organist to select your music 

for your wedding.   You can always come on a Sunday at 10.30 and 

talk to him after the service where he can play some samples and 

make suggestions.  

• Your Service.   We will need to know the decisions you have made 

about your service (attached.)   We are also happy to see your draft 

order of service before you print it; this can be via e-mail or we can 

meet you if you prefer. 
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• If either of you live outside the parish of Westerham, you (both) must 
contact your home parish church(es) about 4 months before your 
wedding to have your Banns read.   The vicar will guide you but this is 
your responsibility to arrange, and will incur a small cost to your home 
parish church.   After the Banns have been read (which must be within 
3 months of your wedding) and assuming no objections were made, 
you must collect the Banns certificate from your home church 
and deliver it to us (your home church will not send it to us); 
without this certificate your wedding cannot go ahead. 

 

3. The Rehearsal 

Where we walk through the wedding service at the church a few days before 

your wedding day. 

 

And finally … some useful contacts: 
 

Alyson Coughlan (Parish Office Weekdays from 9.00am – 13.00): 

01959 561330   westerhamchurch@gmail.com 
 

Reverend Kevin Barnard (Vicar) 

01959 563127   vicar.westerhamchurch@gmail.com 
 

Reverend Michael Gentry (Associate Vicar) 

01892 278370  areadeansevenoaks@gmail.com 
 

Michael Barlow (Choir / Organist ) 

01883 715825  Michaelbarlow06@aol.com 
 

Yvonne Pomfret (Flower Guild) 

01959 562085  smfgwesterham@outlook.com 

 

Whilst Revd Kevin Barnard or Revd Michael will usually conduct the wedding 

service, there may be occasions when alternative clergy take your service.    

 

Revd Kevin Barnard 

Vicar of Westerham, 

Church of St Mary the Virgin 

The Vicarage  Borde Hill 

Vicarage Hill, WESTERHAM 

Kent TN16 1TL 
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The Marriage Service 

 

 A wedding is one of life’s great moments, a time of solemn commitment 

as well as good wishes, feasting and joy. St John tells us how Jesus 

shared in such an occasion at Cana, and gave there a sign of new 

beginnings as he turned water into wine. 

 

Marriage is intended by God to be a creative relationship, as his blessing 

enables husband and wife to love and support each other in good times 

and in bad, and to share in the care and upbringing of children. For 

Christians, marriage is also an invitation to share life together in the spirit 

of Jesus Christ. It is based upon a solemn, public and life-long covenant 

between a man and a woman, declared and celebrated in the presence 

of God and before witnesses. 

 

On this their wedding day the bride and bridegroom face each other, 

make their promises and receive God’s blessing. You are witnesses of 

the marriage, and express your support by your presence and your 

prayers. Your support does not end today: the couple will value continued 

encouragement in the days and years ahead of them. 

 

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or 

rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it 

does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all 

things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

1 Corinthians 13.4-7 (NRSV) 

 

This can be printed in the inside cover of your order of service. 
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Order of Service 

 

•The Entrance of the bride (Title of music) 

•The Welcome 

•HYMN 

•Preface 

•The Declarations 

•The Collect 

•The Marriage 

•The Giving Away (Optional) 

•The Vows 

•The Giving of Rings (Rings blessed here) 

•The Proclamation 

•The Blessing of the Marriage 

•Readings (Include title and readers, text is optional) 

•Address 

•HYMN 

•Prayers 

•HYMN (If you are having 3 hymns) 

•The Dismissal 

•Registration of the Marriage 

•Final procession (Title of music) 
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The Marriage Service 

 

Introduction 

 

The Welcome 

 

The minister welcomes the people using these or other appropriate words 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you 

All and also with you. 

 

God is love, and those who live in love live in God  

and God lives in them. 

  John 4.16 

 
Let us pray: 
  God of wonder and of joy: 

grace comes from you, 
and you alone are the source of life and love. 
Without you, we cannot please you; 
without your love, our deeds are worth nothing. 
Send your Holy Spirit, 
and pour into our hearts 
that most excellent gift of love, 
that we may worship you now 
with thankful hearts 
and serve you always with willing minds; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

HYMN 
 

Preface 

 

We have come together in the presence of God, to witness the marriage 

of N and N, to ask his blessing on them, and to share in their joy. Our 

Lord Jesus Christ was himself a guest at a wedding in Cana of Galilee, 

and through his Spirit he is with us now. 
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The Bible teaches us that marriage is a gift of God in creation and a 

means of his grace, a holy mystery in which man and woman become 

one flesh.   It is God's purpose that, as husband and wife give 

themselves to each other in love throughout their lives, they shall be 

united in that love as Christ is united with his Church. 

 

Marriage is given, that husband and wife may comfort and help each 

other, living faithfully together in need and in plenty, in sorrow and in joy.   

It is given, that with delight and tenderness they may know each other in 

love, and, through the joy of their bodily union, may strengthen the union 

of their hearts and lives.   It is given as the foundation of family life in 

which children may be born and nurtured in accordance with God's will, 

to his praise and glory. 

 

In marriage husband and wife belong to one another, and they begin a 

new life together in the community.   It is a way of life that all should 

honour; and it must not be undertaken carelessly, lightly, or selfishly, but 

reverently, responsibly, and after serious thought. 

 

This is the way of life, created and hallowed by God, that N and N are 

now to begin.   They will each give their consent to the other; they will join 

hands and exchange solemn vows, and in token of this they will [each] 

give and receive a ring. 

 

Therefore, on this their wedding day we pray with them, that, 

strengthened and guided by God, they may fulfil his purpose for the 

whole of their earthly life together. 

 

 

The Declarations 

 

The minister says to the congregation 

 

First, I am required to ask anyone present who knows a reason why 

these persons may not lawfully marry, to declare it now.  
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The minister says to the couple 

 

The vows you are about to take are to be made in the presence of God, 

who is judge of all and knows all the secrets of our hearts;  

therefore if either of you knows a reason why you may not lawfully marry, 

you must declare it now. 

 

The minister says to the bridegroom 

 

N, will you take N to be your wife?   

Will you love her, comfort her, honour and protect her,  

and, forsaking all others,  

be faithful to her as long as you both shall live? 

 

He answers 

 

I will. 

 

The minister says to the bride 

 

N, will you take N to be your husband?   

Will you love him, comfort him, honour and protect him,  

and, forsaking all others,  

be faithful to him as long as you both shall live? 

 

She answers 

 

I will. 

The minister says to the congregation 

 

Will you, the families and friends of N and N, 

support and uphold them in their marriage 

now and in the years to come? 

 

All We will. 
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The Collect 

 

The minister invites the people to pray, silence is kept and the minister 

says the Collect 

 

God our Father,  

from the beginning, 

you have blessed creation with abundant life. 

Pour out your blessings upon N and N, 

that they may be joined in mutual love and companionship, 

in holiness and commitment to each other. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

 

The Marriage 

 

The couple stand before the minister. 

 

 

The “Giving Away” (Optional) 

Who brings this woman to be married to this man? 

 

The bride's father (or mother, or another member of her family or a friend 

representing the family) gives the bride's right hand to the minister who 

puts it in the bridegroom's right hand and says “I do” 

 

The Vows 

 

The minister introduces the vows 

 

N and N, I now invite you to join hands and make your vows, 

in the presence of God and his people. 
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The bride and bridegroom face each other.    

The bridegroom takes the bride’s right hand in his, and says 

 

I, N, take you, N,  

to be my wife, 

to have and to hold 

from this day forward; 

for better, for worse, 

for richer, for poorer, 

in sickness and in health, 

to love and to cherish, 

till death us do part; 

according to God’s holy law. 

In the presence of God 

I make this vow. 

 

They loose hands. 

The bride takes the bridegroom’s right hand in hers, and says 

 

I, N, take you, N,  

to be my husband, 

to have and to hold 

from this day forward; 

for better, for worse, 

for richer, for poorer, 

in sickness and in health, 

to love and to cherish, 

till death us do part; 

according to God’s holy law. 

In the presence of God 

I make this vow. 

 

They loose hands. 
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The Giving of Rings 

 

The minister receives the rings, and says 

  

Heavenly Father, by your blessing,  

let these rings be to N and N  

a symbol of unending love and faithfulness,  

to remind them of the vow and covenant  

which they have made this day 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

The bridegroom places the ring on the fourth finger of the bride’s left 

hand and, holding it there, says 

 

N, I give you this ring 

as a sign of our marriage. 

With my body I honour you, 

all that I am I give to you, 

and all that I have I share with you,  

within the love of God,  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

They loose hands and the bride places a ring on the fourth finger of the 

bridegroom’s left hand and, holding it there, says 

 

N, I give you this ring 

as a sign of our marriage. 

With my body I honour you, 

all that I am I give to you, 

and all that I have I share with you,  

within the love of God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
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The Proclamation 

 

The minister addresses the people 

 

In the presence of God, and before this congregation, 

N and N have given their consent  

and made their marriage vows to each other. 

They have declared their marriage by the joining of hands  

and by the giving and receiving of rings. 

I therefore proclaim that they are husband and wife. 

 

The minister joins their right hands together and says 

 

Those whom God has joined together let no one put asunder. 

 

The Blessing of the Marriage 
 

The husband and wife kneel 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, 

for you have created joy and gladness, 

pleasure and delight, love, peace and fellowship. 

Pour out the abundance of your blessing 

upon N and N in their new life together. 

Let their love for each other be a seal upon their hearts 

and a crown upon their heads. 

Bless them in their work and in their companionship; 

awake and asleep, 

in joy and in sorrow, 

in life and in death. 

Finally, in your mercy, bring them to that banquet 

where your saints feast for ever in your heavenly home. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
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God the Father, 

God the Son, 

God the Holy Spirit, 

bless, preserve and keep you; 

the Lord mercifully grant you the riches of his grace, 

that you may please him both in body and soul, 

and, living together in faith and love, 

may receive the blessings of eternal life. 

All Amen. 

 

Reading(s) 

 

Sermon 

 

HYMN 

 

Prayers 

Faithful God,  

holy and eternal, 

source of life and spring of love, 

we thank and praise you for bringing N and N to this day, 

and we pray for them. 

Lord of life and love: 

All hear our prayer. 

 

May their marriage be life-giving and life-long, 

enriched by your presence and strengthened by your grace; 

may they bring comfort and confidence to each other 

in faithfulness and trust. 

Lord of life and love: 

All hear our prayer. 

 

May the hospitality of their home 

bring refreshment and joy to all around them; 

may their love overflow to neighbours in need 

and embrace those in distress. 

Lord of life and love: 

All hear our prayer. 
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May they discern in your word 

order and purpose for their lives; 

and may the power of your Holy Spirit 

lead them in truth and defend them in adversity. 

Lord of life and love: 

All hear our prayer. 

 

Optional 

May they nurture their family with devotion, 

see their children grow in body, mind and spirit 

and come at last to the end of their lives 

with hearts content and in joyful anticipation of heaven. 

Lord of life and love: 

All hear our prayer. 

 

The prayers conclude with the Lord’s Prayer. 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

 

All        Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen 

 

HYMN – if you are having three. 
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The Dismissal 

 

The minister says 

 

God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, 

defend you on every side, and guide you in truth and peace; 

and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 

 

The Registration of the Marriage 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright.   If you are reproducing the above text in your Order of Service 

booklets, “St Mary’s Church” and date of the service must appear on the front 

cover, and: 

 

Common Worship: Pastoral Services, material from which is included 

in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops' Council 2000, 2005. 

 

at the end of the text 

 

If you are reproducing the words of the hymns, you also need to add: 

 

All songs covered by CCLI have been reproduced under the CCL 

Licence No. ******" (Please contact St Mary’s Church Office for the 

current licence number). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15. 



General Notes 
 

Order of Service Booklets 
You may wish to produce an order of service booklet. Your guests’ 

participation can then be written out so they can be involved (these parts 

should be in bold type). Typically this will include the words of hymns and 

prayers, but it is best not to include all the words of the service as the 

congregation will end up looking at their booklets rather than you!. We are 

happy to review any drafts for you but cannot provide them for you. Don’t 

forget to include yourselves (and the choir if you are having it) when deciding 

how many to print. We recommend that we see your final draft booklet before 

printing. If you choose not to produce a booklet then you will need to choose 

hymns in our books if you want to sing hymns. 
 

Length of service 

Assuming we start on time, and allowing for photos at the signing of the 

registers, the service lasts about 50 minutes. You will probably want to add on 

some time for photos outside when determining when you will arrive at your 

reception. 
 

Reading(s)  

One should be from the Bible - you are welcome to choose a reader or ask us 

to read. Please let us see any other readings before they are finalised. 
 

Anthem(s) can be sung by the choir, or the organ played during signing of the 

register. 
 

Photography 

We are happy to allow photography in church during the entry and exit of the 

couple, but not during the service itself as the service is an act of worship and 

cameras can be distracting. However, we can consider allowing a professional 

photographer from the back at some points during the service - as long as 

they do not use flash or lights, they agree not to move around or take 

photographs during the marriage itself, particularly where the bride and groom 

are speaking. 
 

Video 

No more than two video cameras can be used and are left unattended in fixed 

positions at the back of the church and / or in the Katharine Chapel throughout 

the service, with no lights. Please note the vicar does not wear an additional 

microphone. Extra charges apply for the organist. 
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Please note that on the day we cannot delay the start of the service to wait for 

them to arrive (particularly as they will have to park elsewhere and walk to the 

church). 

 

Wedding Singers and Bands 

The earliest parts of the present building date from the 13th century and it has 

been added to and modified many times over the years. Unsurprisingly it is not 

well suited to much modern equipment; plug sockets are few and far between. 

In any case, some elements or styles of music may be better suited to the 

reception and we are sure you would not want to lose the atmosphere that will 

exist. For these reasons, we are unlikely to accommodate requests for 

wedding singers or bands to perform during your service. 

 

Confetti 

We are happy to allow the use of confetti as long as it is bio-degradable and 

used outside, well away from the building. 

 

Costs 

The basic costs for the wedding service are set by the Church of England in 

the autumn of the preceding year and are the same for any church.   Optional 

extras, such as the organist, choir, bells, etc are set by St Mary’s; these are 

reviewed annually and are available from our website and Parish Office.  
 

An invoice will be issued 6 weeks before your wedding date for payment by 

cheque or direct transfer.     

• Payment for the ‘optional extras’ (additional costs) must be received 

no later than 4 weeks before your wedding date.   The organist, choir 

and bell-ringers do plan their commitments around weddings; to be 

fair to them if this money is not received at this time whilst your 

ceremony can still go ahead, but we reserve the right to cancel any 

requests for the organist, choir, bells and heating. 

• The balance (basic costs) must be paid no later than 4 weeks after 

your wedding day, although you may choose to pay all costs in 

advance. 
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Cars  

Parking is difficult in Westerham; there is no parking available at the church, 

other than for the wedding car. Please direct your guests the main town 

Darent Car Park (off Brasted Road - east down Vicarage Hill which is the 

A25) and follow the footpath towards the town centre. (Charges apply Monday 

to Saturday. Up to 3 hours are free –  you must still take and display a ticket). 
 

Please can you make sure that any photographer and videographer know that 

there is no parking available for them.  Please can you also request 

photographers and guests do not block the garage for the house at the end of 

The Green when using the church spaces. 

 

 

Flowers 

The flower guild would be pleased to arrange for weddings and are able to 

liaise with you over choice of flowers, what they can offer and prices.   They 

aim to be flexible as prices of foliage and flowers vary according to availability 

and time of year and  are aware that not everyone has an endless amount of 

money.   Their aim is to be as accommodating as possible.   Please deal 

directly with Yvonne, contact details on page 3. 

 

You are also free to provide your own flowers; two pedestal displays and 

flowers on pew ends are common. Sometimes couples wish to have flowers 

around the arch or in pots by the door. Please note that all flowers must be 

“free standing” and not attached to the fabric of the church in any way, 

including tape, pins or nails! 
 

The church is usually open daily from 9am until late afternoon for you to have 

your flowers put in place. 
 

It may be possible to use the church pedestals, please contact the 

Parish Office for details. 
 

If you do not wish to provide your own flowers, there may be some in the 

church already as the church usually has flowers for a Sunday service.  You 

are, of course, free to take your flowers with you to your reception, or you can 

leave them for the church to enjoy on Sunday; either way it is helpful to know 

your plans. 
 

Sometimes if there are two weddings close to each other we may ask you to 

co-ordinate your plans for flowers with the other couple. 
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Some decisions to make about your service 

Service Decisions  

Music In  

Hymn 1  

Hymn 2  

Hymn 3 ( if required)  

Choir / organ music 

during Registration 
 

Music Out  

Readings / poems, etc 

(1 must be from the Bible) 

+ readers 

 

Number Of rings 1 / 2 

Prayers for children Yes / No 

Who is Giving Away?  

Witnesses  

Decided: 

• Bridesmaids  

(Note “chief”) 

• Ushers 

• Best man (men) 

• Registration party 

• Order forming up 

for exit 

(We don’t need names!) 

Yes (please state number) 

 

Yes (please state number) 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
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Suggestions 

 

Here are some commonly requested; please feel to talk to us about any other 

ideas. 

 

Bible Readings 

 

 

Song of Songs (Song of Solomon) 2: 10-13; 8: 6-7 (NRSV) 

 

My beloved speaks and says to me: 

“Arise, my love, my fair one, 

    and come away; 

for now the winter is past, 

    the rain is over and gone. 

The flowers appear on the earth; 

    the time of singing has come, 

and the voice of the turtledove 

    is heard in our land. 

The fig tree puts forth its figs, 

    and the vines are in blossom; 

    they give forth fragrance. 

Arise, my love, my fair one, 

    and come away. 

Set me as a seal upon your 

heart, 

   as a seal upon your arm; 

for love is strong as death, 

   passion fierce as the grave. 

Its flashes are flashes of fire, 

   a raging flame.  

Many waters cannot quench 

love, 

   neither can floods drown it. 

If one offered for love 

   all the wealth of one’s house, 

   it would be utterly scorned. 

 

1 John 4: 7-12 (NRSV) 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who 

loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know 

God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent 

his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, 

not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to 

love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God 

lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.  
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Mark 10: 6-9, 13-16 (NRSV) 

But from the beginning of creation, “God made them male and female.” “For 

this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 

and the two shall become one flesh.” So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 

Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.’ 

 

People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; 

and the disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was 

indignant and said to them, ‘Let the little children come to me; do not stop 

them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell 

you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never 

enter it.’ And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed 

them.  

 

1 Corinthians 13: 1-13 (or just 2nd paragraph, i.e. vv 4-7) (NRSV) 

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a 

noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and 

understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to 

remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my 

possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have 

love, I gain nothing.  

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. 

It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not 

rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all 

things, hopes all things, endures all things.  

Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for 

tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we 

know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; but when the complete 

comes, the partial will come to an end. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, 

I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an 

end to childish ways. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see 

face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have 

been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the 

greatest of these is love.  
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Colossians 3: 12-17 (NRSV) 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if 

anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord 

has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with 

love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of 

Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. 

And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish 

one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, 

hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him. 

 

 

Copyright. If printing the words from the Bible in your Order Of Service 

booklets, you must include the following after the verse citation (NRSV) 

and the following somewhere (e.g. on the back cover) 
 

 

The Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible: 

Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 the Division of Christian Education 

of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 

America and are used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Hymns The words can be printed in your Order Of Service booklets, or the 

church hymn books can be used in most cases. 

All things bright and beautiful. (116) 

Amazing grace! (not in book) 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart (343) 

Colours of day (not in book) 

Come to a wedding (to tune of Morning has broken) (not in book) 

For the beauty of the earth (104) 

Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising, (Sing hosanna…). (459) 

Guide me, O thou great Redeemer. (214) 

He's got the whole world in his hand. (not in book) 

Immortal, invisible (199) 

Jerusalem. (And did those feet in ancient time…) (294) 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us (391) 

Lord of all hopefulness (394) 

Lord of the dance, (I danced in the morning…) (375) 

Love divine, all loves excelling, (131) 

Make me a channel of your peace. (not in book) 

Morning has broken. (not in book) 

O perfect love (280) 

One more step along the world I go (not in book) 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven! (192) 

Shine Jesus shine, (Lord, the light of your love is shining (not in book) 

Tell out, my soul (422) 

The Lord's my shepherd (426) 

The Spirit lives to set us free. (not in book) 

Thine be the glory. (428) 

To God be the glory! great things he hath done. (not in book) 

We pledge to one another (to tune of I vow to thee, my country) (not in 

book)        23. 



Copyright. if printing the words of the hymns in your Order of Service booklets, 

you must include following after each hymn: 

 

[author], © [year, owner] 

eg Fred Smiley, © 2007 Happy Music Ltd 

 

the following somewhere (e.g. on the back cover) 

 

All songs covered by CCLI have been reproduced under the CCL 

Licence No. ******" (Please contact St Mary’s Church Office for the 

current licence number). 

 

Music – Some examples (You can listen to most of these on You Tube…) 
Entry: 

Arrival of the Queen of Sheba (Handel) 

Bridal Chorus (Wagner) 

Canon in D major (Pachelbel) 

Hornpipe from Water music (Handel) 

Prelude from Te Deum (Charpentier) 

Trumpet Tune (Stanley) 

Trumpet Voluntary (Clarke) 
 

Exit: 

Arrival of the Queen of Sheba (Handel) 

Bridal March (Parry) 

Chorale Improvisation on Nun Danket (Karg-Elert) 

Choral Song (Wesley) 

Grand March from Aida (Verdi) 

Hallelujah Chorus (from Handel’s Messiah) 

Pomp and Circumstance March No.4 (Elgar) 

Prelude from Te Deum (Charpentier) 

Trumpet Tune (Purcell) 

Trumpet Tune (Stanley) 
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Tuba Tune (C.S.Lang) 

Water Music (Alla Hornpipe) (Handel) 

Wedding March (Mendelssohn) 
 

To think about before your rehearsal… 

Who needs to come? 

o Bride and groom 

o Best man 

o Father of bride 

o Chief bridesmaid 
 

The rehearsal will go smoother if you sort out (in advance!) 

o Who is the chief bridesmaid (and order) 

o Who is going out to sign register (i.e. witnesses) 

o Who is to sit together 

o Ushers 

▪ Who they are 

▪ What they do 

give out orders of service,  

show people where to sit  

GET PEOPLE INTO BUILDING! 

o How to pair up at exit 

 

Things to bring to the rehearsal 

o Banns certificate from your home church.   The vicar 

appreciates receiving this as soon as you have it so there is 

time to sort out any problems.   Your wedding cannot go 

ahead without this (unless you are marrying by licence) 

and so will be in doubt if the certificate is not received by 

the rehearsal. 

o All your Orders of Service 

o Copies of any readings 

o Any CDs you want to be played on entrance/exit/during the 

registration (so we can check they work.) 
 

Other 

o Warn your guests that parking can be difficult – be early 
 

We wish you a great day and a life-long and life-giving marriage. 
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How much will it cost? 

 

The basic costs of a church wedding are set nationally by the Church of 

England and for 2020* are as follows:  

 

 Publication of banns        £   31.00   

 Marriage service       £ 463.00  

 Marriage certificate at registration   £   11.00  

 

*Fees for weddings in 2021 will be released at the end of 2020.  

 

 

Additional costs are set by St Mary’s Parochial Church Council and can 

include any or all of the following (optional):  

 Bellringers         £150.00   

 Organist          £100.00(+ £60.00 to video)   

 Choir           £100.00   

 Heating          £  30.00   

 

Our Flower Guild can quote depending on your requirements, or you are free 

to make your own arrangements for flowers in the church. 

 

 

 

If you do not live in our parish, your banns must also be read in the parish(es) 

in which you live, for which the charge will be £45.00, payable to your 

parish(es). 
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Common Worship: Pastoral Services, material from which is included 

in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops' Council 2000, 2005. 
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