
Have we lost sight 
of the real Jesus?
A few thoughts by Rev Trev

Look at these two pictures of 

Jesus. The one on the left is 

probably nearest to the Jesus 

we’ve come to know.  The one on 

the right is attempt at the real 

Jesus.

The “white” one is nonother that 

Robert Powell, who lived just off 

Eccles Old Road in Salford.

The other is based on the idea that 

Jesus lived in the near east, in 

Judea, an eastern part of Asia, 

about 2000 years ago

The Problem: 
Many of our ideas 

about this man are 

quite badly distorted.  

He’s the eerie figure in 

stained glass windows, 

the one who gets a 

mention in those old 

hymns, the morbid 

figure attached to a 

cross.

Often these images 

have prevented people 

wanting to know about 
this  fascinating man

Is this throwing 
us off the trail of 
the real Jesus?



Jesus the wandering Jewish Rabbi?

The accounts we have of Jesus’ life are not

of a holy man lingering around the Jewish 

places of worship.  Jesus spent most of his 

time, on the road, in the open countryside, in 

people’s homes, on the streets of the towns 

and occasionally in a synagogue or the 

Temple precincts. 

Wait a minute! Did he really exist?

Even if we decided that the Bible was just 

made up, there would still be lots of 

evidence that Jesus (Yeshua) really did 

exist:

➢ Suetonius, a Roman historian talks 

about Jesus and his followers

➢ Tacitus, a Roman historian, talks about 

Jesus and his execution

➢ Flavius Josephus, a Roman-Jewish 

historian talks about Yeshua’s strange 

powers and his crucifixion.  

Jesus – a message backed up with 
power

Jesus wasn’t just a great speaker –

things really happened wherever He 

went.

• If this God loves people, then He 

would help them…wherever Jesus 

went people were healed from 

illnesses.  

• If God loves people then He will 

impact their lives….Somehow, 

individual people were transformed 

even while Jesus was speaking to 

them

• These were men, women, Jews, 

immigrants, disabled and even the 

hated Roman army of occupation

“He was a wonder-

worker.”

-Flavius Josephus

“My purpose is to give them a 

rich and satisfying life. .”

-Jesus of Nazareth

“…this is how God loved the world: He 

gave his one and only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him will not 

perish but have eternal life. .”

-Jesus of Nazareth


