
 
 

 
Wedding Pack  

 
Those Who God has joined 
together let no one put asunder. 

Special day, special place 
We want to make your wedding personal and memorable for you. 

Churches are special places and there are some things about a church 

wedding that you just can’t get anywhere else. 

 

A church wedding will add a spiritual dimension to your 

marriage. The ceremony includes God and looks to him for help and 

guidance. God’s blessing is the main attraction for many couples, 

whatever their beliefs. 

You can make amazing vows, or promises, in a church. You can 

only make vows this big in a church. These vows, made in public, will 

help you to stay together and grow together. God and your church are 

there for you to help you keep your vows. 

The Vicar has a very particular role to play in your wedding. 

They can blend ancient tradition and modern experience to reflect 

your story. Because of the relationship with the Vicar, your wedding 

can be made personal, memorable, meaningful and beautiful. 

 

The above is taken from Your Church Wedding where you can find more 

information to help you with your special day at www.yourchurchwedding.org 

or simply talk to your Vicar. 

 

http://www.yourchurchwedding.org/your-marriage/marriage-helps-to-keep-you-together.aspx
http://www.yourchurchwedding.org/


 
 

Things to consider for your ceremony:  

 Date and time 

 Music: Organ, CD or something else 

 Biblical readings 

 Poems 

 Rings, one or two 

 Best person, Bridesmaids, Ushers, Two witnesses, Flowers 

 Recording the special day: Photos/video 

To help you with this please now find some suggestions that might get you 

started? 

Suggested Biblical readings: 

Genesis 1. 26-28, 30 

Then God said “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness and let them 

rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all 

the earth and over all the creatures that move along the ground” so God 

created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him, male and 

female he created them.  God blessed them and said to them “Be fruitful and 

increase in number, fill the earth and subdue it.  Rule over the fish of the sea 

and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the 

ground”.  So it was and God saw all that he had made and it was very good. 
 

Romans 12. 1, 2. 9-13 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 

your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 

by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God 

– what is good and acceptable and perfect.  Let love be genuine; hate what is 

evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo 

one another in showing honour. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve 

the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 

Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 

 

Romans 15 1.3, 5-7, 13 

We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the weak, and not to 

please ourselves. Each of us must please our neighbour for the good purpose 

of building up the neighbour. For Christ did not please himself; but, as it is 



 
 

written, ‘The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me.’  May the God 

of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 

another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one 

voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one 

another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  May 

the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

1 Corinthians 13: 1-13  

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a 

noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand 

all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove 

mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, 

and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain 

nothing.  Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 

or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does 

not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes 

all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love never ends. But as for 

prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for 

knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in part, and we prophesy 

only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. 

When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a 

child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. For now we see in 

a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; 

then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, 

and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. 
 

1 Corinthians 13. 4-7 

Love is very patient and kind, never jealous or envious, never boastful or proud, 

never haughty or selfish or rude.  Love does not demand its own way.  It is not 

irritable or touchy.  It does not hold grudges and will hardly even notice when 

others do wrong.  It is never glad about injustice but rejoices whenever truth 

wins out.  If you love someone you will be loyal to them no matter what the 

cost.  You will always believe in them and always stand your ground in defending 

them. 

 

Ephesians 5. 21-33 

Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ. Wives, be subject to 

your husbands as you are to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife 

just as Christ is the head of the church, the body of which he is the Saviour. 

Just as the church is subject to Christ, so also wives ought to be, in everything, 

to their husbands.  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church 



 
 

and gave himself up for her, in order to make her holy by cleansing her with 

the washing of water by the word, so as to present the church to himself in 

splendour, without a spot or wrinkle or anything of the kind – yes, so that she 

may be holy and without blemish. In the same way, husbands should love their 

wives as they do their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. For no 

one ever hates his own body, but he nourishes and tenderly cares for it, just as 

Christ does for the church, because we are members of his body. ‘For this 

reason a man will leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the 

two will become one flesh.’ This is a great mystery, and I am applying it to 

Christ and the church. Each of you, however, should love his wife as himself, 

and a wife should respect her husband. 
 

Colossians 3. 12-17 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if 

anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has 

forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, 

which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of 

Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. 

And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish 

one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, 

and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him.  
 

1 John 3 18-24 

Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And 

by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts 

before him whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our 

hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we 

have boldness before God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, because 

we obey his commandments and do what pleases him.  And this is his 

commandment that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and 

love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his 

commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that 

he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.  
 

1 John 4. 7-12 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who 

loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know 

God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent 

his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, 

not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning 



 
 

sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to 

love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God 

lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
 

Mark 10 6-9, 13-16 

Jesus said, ‘From the beginning of creation, “God made them male and female.” 

“For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his 

wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” So, they are no longer two, but one 

flesh. Therefore, what God has joined together, let no one separate.’  People 

were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the 

disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and 

said to them, ‘Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is 

such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does 

not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.’ And he took 

them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 
 

John 2. 1-11 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of 

Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 

When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ 

And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My 

hour has not yet come.’ His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells 

you.’ Now standing there were six stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of 

purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the 

jars with water.’ And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, ‘Now 

draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.’ So they took it. When the 

steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it 

came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward 

called the bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, 

and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have 

kept the good wine until now.’ Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of 

Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

A few poems: check the web for plenty more 
 

 

 

The Art of Marriage 

Happiness in marriage is not something that just happens. 

A good marriage must be created. 

In the Art of Marriage the little things are the big ones. 

It is never being too old to hold hands. 

It is remembering to say I love you at least once a day. 

It is never going to sleep angry.  

It is at no time taking the other for granted. 

It is having a mutual sense of values and common objectives. 

It is standing together facing the world. 

It is forming a circle of love that gathers in the whole family. 

It is doing things for each other not in the attitude of duty or sacrifice 

but in the spirit of joy. 

It is speaking words of appreciation and demonstrating gratitude 

in thoughtful ways. 

It is cultivating flexibility, patience, understanding and a sense of humour. 

It is having the capacity to forgive and forget. 

It is giving each other an atmosphere in which each can grow. 

It is finding room for the things of the spirit. 

It is a common search for the good and the beautiful. 

It is establishing a relationship in which the independence is equal, 

dependence is mutual and the obligation is reciprocal. 

It is not only marrying the right partner, 

it is being the right partner. 

******************************************** 

 

 

What greater thing is there for two human souls 

than to feel that they are joined together to strengthen each other in all 

labour, to minister to each other in all sorrow, to share with each other in all 

gladness, to be with each other in the silent, unspoken memories 

George Eliot 

 

*********************************************** 

 

 

 

 



 
 

How do I love thee? 

Let me count the ways. 

I love thee to the depth and breadth and height 

my soul can reach. 

When feeling out of sight for the ends of being and ideal Grace. 

I love thee to the end of every day’s most quiet need, 

by sun and candle light. 

I love thee freely as men strive for right.  

I love thee purely as they turn from praise. 

I love thee with the passion put to use 

in my old grief's and with my childhood’s faith. 

I love thee with a love I seemed to lose 

with my lost Saints, - I love thee with the breath,  

smiles, tears of all my life! - and, if God choose, 

I shall but love thee better after death. 

Elizabeth Barrett Browning 

**************************************************** 

 

Today we put aside the workday,  

the ordinary, the dull routine. 

Today we celebrate. 

Today we set aside the sensible, 

the practical, the reasoned argument. 

Today is a day of dreams, silk and ribbons, flowers 

and candles, music, laughter all combine to make this your special day – 

the beginning of a new adventure. 

 Pam Brown 

 

 

 

 

Finally, some suggested Music, hymns for the service and 

music to get you in and out of the service: 



 
 

All things bright and beautiful, 

All creatures great and small, 

All things wise and wonderful: 

The Lord God made them all. 

 

Each little flow’r that opens, 

Each little bird that sings, 

He made their glowing colors, 

He made their tiny wings. 

 

The purple-headed mountains, 

The river running by, 

The sunset and the morning 

That brightens up the sky. 

 

The cold wind in the winter, 

The pleasant summer sun, 

The ripe fruits in the garden, 

He made them every one. 

 

The tall trees in the greenwood, 

The meadows where we play, 

The rushes by the water, 

To gather every day. 

 

He gave us eyes to see them, 

And lips that we might tell 

How great is God Almighty, 

Who has made all things well. 

 

 

Be Thou my vision, O lord of my heart;  

Nought be all else to me, save that Thou art; 

Thou my best thought, in the day and the night, 

Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.  

 

Be Thou my wisdom, be Thou my true word; 

I ever with Thee, and Thou with me Lord;  

Thou my Great Father, and I Thy true son; 

Thou in me dwelling and I with Thee one.  

 



 
 

Be Thou my breast-plate, my sword for the fight; 

Be Thou my armour, and be Thou my might. 

Thou my soul's shelter, and Thou my high tower: 

Raise Thou me Heavenward, O power of my power.  

 

Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise,  

Thou mine inheritance, through all my days:  

Thou and Thou only, the first in my heart,  

High King of Heaven, my treasure Thou art.  

 

High King of Heaven when the battle is done, 

Grant Heaven's joy to me, bright heaven's sun! 

Christ of my own heart, whatever befall, 

Still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 

Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising, 

Give me joy in my heart, I pray; 

Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising, 

Keep me praising till the break of day: 

 

Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, 

Sing hosanna to the King of kings. 

Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, 

Sing hosanna to the King. 

 

Give me peace in my heart, keep me loving, 

Give me peace in my heart, I pray; 

Give me peace in my heart, keep me loving, 

Keep me loving till the break of day: 

 

Give me love in my heart, keep me serving, 

Give me love in my heart, I pray; 

Give me love in my heart, keep me serving, 

Keep me serving till the break of day: 
 

Give me oil in my lamp, keep me burning 

Give me oil in my lamp, I pray 

Give me oil in my lamp, keep me burning 

Keep me burning 'til the break of day 

 

 



 
 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 

as thou hast been thou forever will be. 

 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 

great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

sun, moon and stars in their courses above 

join with all nature in manifold witness 

to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. Refrain 

 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth 

thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

 

 

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us  

o'er the world's tempestuous sea; 

guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, 

for we have no help but thee; 

yet possessing every blessing, 

if our God our Father be. 

 

 Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us: 

all our weakness thou dost know; 

thou didst tread this earth before us, 

thou didst feel its keenest woe; 

lone and dreary, faint and weary, 

through the desert thou didst go. 

 

 Spirit of our God, descending, 

fill our hearts with heavenly joy, 

love with every passion blending, 

pleasure that can never cloy: 

thus provided, pardoned, guided, 

nothing can our peace destroy. 



 
 

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,  

Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy,  

Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,  

Your bliss in our hearts, Lord,  

At the break of the day. 
 

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,  

Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe,  

Be there at our labours and give us, we pray,  

Your strength in our hearts, Lord,  

At the noon of the day. 
 

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,  

Your hands swift to welcome, Your arms to embrace.  

Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,  

Your love in our hearts, Lord,  

At the eve of the day. 
 

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,  

Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm,  

Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,  

Your peace in our hearts, Lord,  

At the end of the day. 
 

Love divine, all loves excelling,  

joy of heaven, to earth come down;  

fix in us thy humble dwelling;  

all thy faithful mercies crown!  

 

Jesus thou art all compassion,  

pure, unbounded love thou art;  

visit us with thy salvation;  

enter every trembling heart.  
 
 

 Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit  

into every troubled breast!  

Let us all in thee inherit;  

let us find that second rest. 

  

Take away our bent to sinning;  

Alpha and Omega be;  

end of faith, as its beginning,  

set our hearts at liberty 



 
 

 

 Come, Almighty to deliver,  

let us all thy life receive;  

suddenly return and never,  

nevermore thy temples leave.  

 

Thee we would be always blessing,  

serve thee as thy hosts above,  

pray and praise thee without ceasing,  

glory in thy perfect love.  

 

 Finish, then, thy new creation;  

pure and spotless let us be.  

Let us see thy great salvation  

perfectly restored in thee.  

 

changed from glory into glory,  

till in heaven we take our place,  

till we cast our crowns before thee,  

lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

O Jesus, I have promised 

To serve Thee to the end; 

Be Thou forever near me, 

My Master and my Friend! 

I shall not fear the battle 

If Thou art by my side, 

Nor wander from the pathway 

If Thou wilt be my guide. 

 

Oh, let me feel Thee near me! 

The world is ever near; 

I see the sights that dazzle, 

The tempting sounds I hear; 

My foes are ever near me, 

Around me and within; 

But, Jesus, draw Thou nearer, 

And shield my soul from sin. 

 

 

 



 
 

Oh, let me hear Thee speaking 

In accents clear and still, 

Above the storms of passion, 

The murmurs of self-will! 

Oh, speak to re-assure me, 

To hasten or control! 

Oh, speak, and make me listen, 

Thou guardian of my soul! 

 

O Jesus, Thou hast promised 

To all who follow Thee, 

That where Thou art in glory 

There shall Thy servant be; 

And, Jesus, I have promised 

To serve Thee to the end; 

Oh, give me grace to follow, 

My master and my friend! 

 

Oh, let me see Thy foot-marks, 

And in them plant my own! 

My hope to follow duly 

Is in thy strength alone, 

Oh, guide me, call me, draw me, 

Uphold me to the end! 

At last in heaven receive me, 

My saviour and my friend! 
 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 

To His feet your tribute bring. 

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 

Who like me His praise should sing: 

Praise Him, praise Him,  

Praise Him, praise Him, 

Praise the everlasting King. 
 

Praise Him for His grace and favor 

To our fathers in distress. 

Praise Him still the same forever, 

Slow to chide, and swift to bless. 

Praise Him, praise Him,  

Praise Him, praise Him, 

Glorious in His faithfulness. 



 
 

 

Father like, He tends and spares us; 

Well our feeble frame He knows. 

In His hands He gently bears us, 

Rescues us from all our foes. 

Praise Him, praise Him,  

Praise Him, praise Him, 

Widely as His mercy goes. 

Frail as summer's flower we flourish, 

Blows the wind and it is gone; 

But while mortals rise and perish 

God endures unchanging on, 

Praise Him, praise Him,  

Praise Him, praise Him, 
Praise the High Eternal One! 

Angels, help us to adore Him; 

You behold Him face to face; 

Sun and moon, bow down before Him, 

Dwellers all in time and space. 

Praise Him, praise Him,  

Praise Him, praise Him, 
Praise with us the God of grace. 

Bind us together, Lord, 

      bind us together 

      with cords that cannot be broken; 

      bind us together, Lord, 

      bind us together, 

      O bind us together with love. 
 

There is only one God, 

there is only one King, 

there is only one Body - 

that is why we sing: 

            Bind us together.... 
 
 



 
 

Made for the glory of God, 

purchased by His precious Son. 

Born with the right to be free: 

Jesus the victory has won. 

 

We are the family of God, 

we are His promise divine, 

we are His chosen desire, 

we are His glorious new wine. 

 

Make me a channel of your peace. 

Where there is hatred let me bring your love; 

Where there is injury your pardon, Lord; 

And where there's doubt true faith in you. 

 

Oh, Master grant that I may never seek 

So much to be consoled as to console; 

To be understood as to understand; 

To be loved as to love with all my soul. 

 

Make me a channel of your peace. 

Where there's despair in life let me bring hope; 

Where there is darkness, only light; 

And where there's sadness, ever joy. 

 

Make me a channel of your peace. 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 

In giving to all men that we receive; 

And in dying that we're born to eternal life. 

 

 

Lord of the dance 

I danced in the morning when the world was begun, 

And I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun, 

And I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth: 

At Bethlehem I had my birth. 

Dance, then, wherever you may be, 

I am the Lord of the dance, said he, 

And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be, 
And I'll lead you all in the dance, said he. 



 
 

 

I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee, 

But they would not dance and they wouldn't follow me; 

I danced for the fishermen, for James and John; 
They came with me and the dance went on: 

I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame: 

The holy people said it was a shame. 

They whipped and they stripped and they hung me on high, 
And they left me there on a cross to die: 

I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black; 

It's hard to dance with the devil on your back. 

They buried my body and they thought I'd gone; 
But I am the dance, and I still go on: 

They cut me down and I leapt up high; 

I am the life that'll never, never die. 

I'll live in you if you'll live in me: 
I am the Lord of the dance, said he. 

 

A new commandment I give unto you: 

that you love one another as I have loved you, 

that you love one another as I have loved you. 

By this shall all know that you are my disciples: 

if you have love one for another. 

By this shall all know that you are my disciples: 

if you have love one for another. 

 

A new commandment I give unto you: 

that you love one another as I have loved you, 

that you love one another as I have loved you. 

You are my friends if you do what I command you. 

Without my help you can do nothing. 

You are my friends if you do what I command you. 

Without my help you can do nothing. 

 

 

 



 
 

A new commandment I give unto you: 

that you love one another as I have loved you, 

that you love one another as I have loved you. 

True love is patient, nor arrogant nor boastful; 

Love bears all things, love is eternal. 

True love is patient, nor arrogant nor boastful; 

Love bears all things, love is eternal. 

 

A new commandment I give unto you: 

that you love one another as I have loved you, 

that you love one another as I have loved you. 

I am the true vie, my Father is the gard'ner. 

Abide in me: I will be with you. 

I am the true vie, my Father is the gard'ner. 

Abide in me: I will be with you. 

 

 

True love is patient 

Not arrogant or boastful                                                                                                                    

Love bears all things,  

love is eternal                                                                                                                                      

True love is patient                                                                                                                           

Not arrogant or boastful 

Love bears all things, love is eternal. 
 

 
Entry and exit music suggestions:  perhaps Youtube them to hear 

what they sound like? 

Wagner – Wedding March 

Pachelbel – Canon in D 

Bach – Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring 

Mendelssohn – Wedding March 

Handel – Arrival of the Queen of Sheba 

Purcell – Trumpet Tune 

Verdi – Grand March from Aida 

Clarke – Trumpet Voluntary 

Elgar – Pomp and Circumstance No4 

 
                            

 



 
 

 

 

Please now make sure that you have returned your application form ensuring 

that your special day is booked!  

You will be given a copy of our fees including any extras that you might require 

these are subject to change every January. 

It is your responsibility to ensure that your banns are read in any other parish 

that you are connected with and you obtain a certificate to show under the 

present marriage measures, if you are not sure talk to your Vicar about this.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May God richly bless you as you now prepare for the big day and 

your future life together as Husband and Wife.  Amen. 

 

 

 

Clifford 

Vicar 


