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1. Worship 
 
Worship is at the heart of the Christian faith.  We meet each Sunday to thank God for his love, to 
seek His forgiveness of our sins and try to understand His will for our lives.  In common with other 
Cotswold parish churches our typical congregation consists of only eight adults and no children 
although services at Easter, Harvest, Remembrance and Christmas have stronger participation.   
 
Worship on Sunday mornings has increasingly celebrated the agricultural year with special services 
for Plough Sunday, Rogation, Lammastide and Harvest.  Sermons have sometimes been enhanced in 
all four churches by use of digital projection.  Its pleasing that Coberley’s “Anglican Hymns Old 
and New” has recently been adopted by parish churches at Bagendon and Stratton.   
 

 
Rogation service at Elkstone 

 
Following encouragement by the Revd David Minns efforts have been made to re-establish 
Evensong starting in March 2019 at Elkstone and later in the year expected at Cowley.  Elkstone 



 

parish church has also continued to hold an annual toy service to raise funds for the Acorns 
Hospice for children.  The service was led by Geoff Gait-Carr, a former head teacher.  
 
For the second year running the Diocese of Gloucester celebrated “Creationtide” throughout 
September, which culminated in St Francis Day and Harvest Festivals.  We adopted a parallel set 
of Bible readings to those of the Lectionary, which encouraged caring for creation.  Creationtide 
involved some practical work at Elkstone.   

Echoes of WW1 Animals nativity 

2018 marked the 100th anniversary of the ending of the First World War which gave added 
meaning to the Remembrance Day services.  In addition, Elkstone held a special concert with 
readings thanks largely to Brian Howlett our PCC Treasurer and his brother who is a professional 
radio producer for the BBC.  Coberley also celebrated by Mary Hayward participating in a national 
bellringing event whilst the Revd Cliff said a prayer at the lighting of a beacon on Leckhampton 
Hill.  
 
Finally, each of the parish churches celebrated Advent and Christmas with special services.  
Andrea Board our main organist needed a few months away to recuperate from surgery but she 
kindly arranged for her friend Fiona Brown to deputise.  The highlight of Fiona’s organ playing 
happened on Christmas Day when Fiona’s family led the congregation with a variety of instruments 
and new anthems. It was an exceptionally good service!  For the second year running Elkstone held 
a nativity service using costumes and accompanied by a donkey, sheep and hens!  The service was 
led by the Revd Andrew Bowden.  Soon afterwards Elkstone held an annual Christingle service in 
aid of the Children’s Society.  This was organized by Jenny Howlett.  
 
In February 2019 the Bishop of Gloucester made a surprise visit to Bagendon parish church which 
turned into a benefice service with a particularly joyful atmosphere. 
 
2. Bible study and prayer meetings 
A mid-week Bible study group has been meeting all year; usually on the first Wednesday evening 
each month at Cowley rectory.  The core of the group consists of Elkstone folk and sometimes 



 

others from Cowley, Coberley and Bagendon.  During Creationtide we followed Operation Noah’s 
“Tenants of the King” which was very well received.  There has been strong support for the Lent 
course in 2019 using resources produced by the Diocese of Gloucester.  At the Northern end of 
the benefice, Elkstone alone has continued to hold a mid-week prayer meeting most Wednesday 
mornings although some doubt remains over how long this can continue with only two or three 
regulars.   
 
3. Pastoral care 
When licensed in January 2015, the Bishop of Gloucester entrusted the Revd Arthur with 
responsibility for pastoral care in the four Northern Parishes.  Pastoral visits have taken place 
whenever the clergy have been notified of parishoners who are ill at home or in hospital.  Some of 
our neighbours have expectations for ministry that really belong to the late Victorian era. The 
days of the vicar knowing everyone in the village and calling by for a chat over a cup of tea 
disappeared several decades ago!  The demand for baptisms, weddings and funeral services has 
required good organizational skills and we have certainly benefitted from Corinna Bramley’s 
support as Benefice Administrator. 
 
4. Mission 
The Anglican Communion’s “Five marks of mission” have inspired quite a lot of activity: 
• To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom - The PCCs at Elkstone, Coberley and Cowley have 

recently started providing prayer and financial support for Faith and Ben Newton who are 
church planting in inner city Glasgow.  Faith is the daughter of our organist Ian (and Hilary) 
James.  This is believed to be the PCCs’ first ever long-term mission partnership. 

• To teach, baptise and nurture new believers – Whilst there is a steady flow of baptisms at 
Cowley and Elkstone these are nearly all past wedding couples.  The last confirmation service 
at Cowley was in the 1990s.  Howver on a brighter note, every Thursday the Revd Cliff leads an 
“Open the Book” team at Coberley CofE school.  The Revd Arthur has accepted invitations to 
lead a “Guide’s Own” service at Deerpark.   

• To respond to human need by loving service – We are active supporters of Cheltenham Open 
Door (charity of the homeless), Clerk’s Patch at Coberley, the Arthur Connolly Trust at 
Coberley, the National Star College again at Coberley and the Sue Ryder Hospice.   

• To seek to transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and to 
pursue peace and reconciliation – Several individuals give up their time to serve at the local 
magistrates court, Gloucestershire Action for Refugees and Asylum Seekers (GARAS) and 
elsewhere. The Revd Arthur has a long-standing commitment to supporting an urban 
development project in Addis Ababa as well as the project leader’s troubled family. The Revd 
Cliff has continued to serve each February as chaplain at Talbot House in Poperinge, Belgium. 

• To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the Earth –  
We have continued to support the Diocese of Gloucester’s aspiration of becoming an Eco 
Diocese by Christmas 2020.  Elkstone has already achieved the EcoChurch Bronze Award 
whilst the other three parish churches have at least registered and made a start.  Rendcomb 
and Stratton parish churches have also registered.  The Revd Arthur continues to organise 
regular meetings of the Gloucestershire Environmental Justice Network which is sponsored by 
Churches Together in Gloucestershire.   



 

5. Clergy team 
The main event was the licensing of Mark Venn as a Reader after a period of theological study, 
practical training and formation.  The Bishop of Tewkesbury conducted the licensing service on 9th 
July at North Cerney.  It was a joyful occasion and the lovely weather produced a good team 
photograph.  Since then Mark has been inviting the clergy and other readers to tackle some 
challenging questions based on the book “Transforming Communities”.  Mark has been taking 
Morning Prayer on the first Sunday of each month at Cowley. 
 

 
Mark Venn’s licensing with  

the Rt Revd Robert Springett 
 

The Revd Cliff Pooley and I have continued to serve mostly in the four Northern parishes.  Since 
the death of the Revd David Leeson in May 2015, I’ve also been leading Sunday services on a 
regular basis in the five Southern parishes and Cliff has taken some services at Bagendon parish 
church.  The Sunday rotas are designed so that I can take at least one service every Sunday in the 
four Northern parishes which has helped with pastoral care.  The Revds David, Cliff and I have 
been meeting nearly every Monday morning to say the Daily Office and to plan for the week ahead.  
In July we said goodbye to the Revd Dr Janet Williams when she moved to become Vice Principal 
of St Hild’s Theological College near Huddersfield.  For well over 15 years Janet was a friend to all 
and sometimes led worship, most notably at Elkstone. 
 
6. PCC Officers 
• The clergy team is grateful for the serious commitment of all the PCC members especially 

those who serve as churchwarden, chairman, secretary and treasurer.   
• Sir Henry Elwes has been serving for over 50 years as churchwarden in the parish church of 

St James at Colesbourne.  This year he has continued serving alone.  Lady Carolyn is Secretary 
and Arthur Cole has been Treasurer although in March 2019 he’s taking a new job in Somerset. 

• Coberley had been without a churchwarden during 2017 but early in 2018 Michael Dykes kindly 
agreed to extend his work as Cowley’s churchwarden by also taking on responsibility for 
Coberley parish church.  Gill Clark is serving as Secretary as well as chair of the Cowley fete 



 

committee.  After over 25 years, Adrian Montague-Smith has announced he will be retiring in 
December 2019.  Alan Lowe has continued as Coberley’s treasurer in addition to being 
Stratton’s treasurer.    

• The gap left by the sad death of David Pierce has continued to be filled by Geoff Gait-Carr as 
church warden and Brian Howlett as Elkstone’s treasurer.  Geoff has been alone since May 
2018 when Chloe Darling resigned as church warden in order to have a year out in Slovenia. 
Carole Bury has been Secretary for over 15 years and she intends to be standing down in 
September 2019.   

 
7. The new parish of Coberley and Cowley 
In January 2018 the PCC introduced a new pattern of worship as follows: 

• First Sunday at 11.00am in Cowley for Morning Prayer 
• Second Sunday at 11.00am in Coberley for Morning Prayer  
• Third Sunday at 11.00am in Cowley for Holy Communion (CW) 
• Fourth Sunday at 9.30am in Coberley for Holy Communion (BCP) 

By March 2018 discussions were well advanced at Deanery and Diocesan levels. However, some 
lingering concerns about finances reached a climax during July and August of 2018.  Julie 
Ridgeway, Head of Finance, tried to clarify the situation but it was not until November when 
Archdeacon Phil Andrews visited a joint PCC meeting that the merger was finally agreed.  The new 
parish received legal recognition on 1st February 2019.  
 
8. Benefice magazine and website  
Communication has continued to be a priority.  The old CVB website needed to be replaced and the 
Revd Arthur built a new one (http://www.churnvalley.org.uk) that was launched in November 2017.  
Our aim must be to make Parish Link self-funding through advertising and to be able to deliver it 
free of charge to every household in the CVB.  Parish Link magazine is our most obvious expression 
of outreach into the wider community.  The pastoral letters are often well received.  In 2018, the 
Revd Arthur wrote a series of articles about the lives of the patron saints linked to each of our 
nine parish churches and he’s currently contributing a series about country walks in each of the 
parishes.   
 
9. Events 
• Colesbourne PCC has been particularly active in fund raising for roof repairs.  Events have 

included a Barn Dance, Quiz Night and of course the annual snowdrops weekends although 
takings were down in 2018 because of snowfall.  

• Elkstone village held the annual open gardens in June.  The parish church hosted several events 
most notably “Echoes of World War One” and as always the composting toilet was much 
appreciated!  

• Cowley village fete was held on 20th May and generated an amazing £4,200 towards the upkeep 
of St Mary’s parish church.  Special thanks are due to the fete committee chaired by Gill 
Clark.  Coberley fete was held on 27th August and raised over £2,600 towards the upkeep of 
St Giles’ parish church. Special thanks are due to the fete committee co-chaired by Lyndsey 
Baker and Georgina Kedge.  



 

Cowley fete in May 2018 Coberley fete in August 2018 
 
10. Building projects and churchyards 
Mixed progress was made on various quite costly building projects: 
• Colesbourne has made good progress towards raising £40k for roof; thanks mostly to the 

efforts of Sir Henry. 
• Elkstone PCC received a worrying report about the need for repairs to the fixtures and 

fittings of the six bells.  Simon Ridley, a bell ringing enthusiast, has kindly agreed to project 
manage the remedial work.  The work is expected to cost about £40k but thanks to an 
anonymous donation the PCC are already over half-way towards the target! 

• Coberley churchyard was surveyed in November by the Revd Arthur, Duncan McGaw and Rick 
Kedge. The survey was published on ACNY website.  Coberley parish church has the distinction 
of being the first parish church out of 380 in the Diocese of Gloucester to have successfully 
bid for funding to turn part of the churchyard into a wildlife garden.  The grant of £250 is 
being overseen by the Revd Cliff who is working in partnership with the local CofE primary 
school.  Plans for a composting toilet were put on hold during 2018 but the architect’s drawings 
are now ready for submission to the DAC; hopefully during 2019.   
 

Churchyard survey Wildlife garden 
 

• Cowley parish church has undergone a lot of work.  Stonework around the interior of the 
windows was revealed and subsequently a “wine and windows” evening was organized for 
villagers.  Petra Vogel and Sarah Crocombe (warden of Deerpark) depicted the history of 
Cowley village in display boards.  Cowley’s long-running project for new LED lighting was 
completed just in time for the Carol Service.  Special thanks are due to Michael Dykes, 
Edward Hollingworth and Adrian Montague-Smith.  

END 


