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Sunday 3rd February we'll keep as Candlemas, when we remember the time when 
Joseph and Mary brought the baby Jesus (now just 40 days old) to the temple to 
present him before God.  We remember how the Children of Israel were released 
from slavery in Egypt after the death of all the Egyptian first-born - Exodus 
chapter 13 explains that thereafter every first-born son should be regarded as 
especially dedicated to God.   So Jesus 
was presented in the Temple, with the 
sacrifice prescribed in Leviticus chapter 
12.   The well-to-do would bring a lamb, 
but the poor were let off with the much 
more affordable brace of turtledoves. 
 
 

When God became a human child, he 
chose parents who were poor, not rich - 
our window shows two turtledoves 
being offered.   The tax man had insisted 
that they travel the length of the country 
to be registered, so their savings must 
have been at rock bottom.   Little did 
they know at this stage that they were to 
become refugees, making the arduous 
journey to Egypt to escape persecution. 
 
 



But unexpectedly Simeon and Anna, both godly folk attached to the Temple, 
brought words of encouragement.   Each Evensong we repeat Simeon's words 
when we sing the Nunc Dimittis, and remember how Simeon perceived in this one 
small baby the Saviour promised by God.   He spoke of Jesus as "... the light to 
bring light to the Gentiles ...", the bringer of salvation to all peoples (not just to 
his own countrymen).   We who in these later centuries follow Jesus inherit in 
some measure his mission - we are to bring the light of Christ to all the people 
with whom we interact. 
 

 

 
 

Today, when children are brought to church to be baptised they are traditionally 
given a candle and told to shine as a light in the world. These small candles are lit 
from the Paschal Candle, the large candle kindled each Easter and kept in church 
as a graphic reminder that Christ came to be the light of the world.  In fact, in our 
church the small candles we give are made from what remains of the old Paschal 
Candles, recycled and passed on to the rising generation.    

 

We all need to be reminded that as 
baptised followers of Jesus each of 
us has a responsibility to 
demonstrate by the way we live that 
we carry the Light of Christ.   But 
so often we fall short.   So it became 
a church tradition to dedicate the 
candles we use in worship, that they 
may serve as a continuing reminder 
to all of us, before we embark upon 
the period of reflection and self-
assessment we call Lent.   Hence the 
name Candlemass given to this 
occasion which the Lectionary calls 
The Presentation of Christ in the 

Temple. 
 

We are glad to welcome the children and staff from our own Church School to 
join us in the Eucharist at 10am on that day, and together ask for the light of Christ 
to be present in each one of our lives. If you'd like to, you'd be welcome to join 
us. 


