
 
Feeling comfortable with the Bible – PART 1 – What me? 

 Over 40 years in church work, I’ve had the privilege of working with some amazing 

people. One of the most inspiring for me was a factory worker from Rubery-Owen 

engineering, Sankey Bridges, Warrington.  His name was Denis Collins. 

Denis had no church background to speak of – he was a baptised a Catholic and made it to 

altar boy, but after that, nothing.  Then, in the early 1960s, somebody from the factory 

invited him to hear a speaker at Hope Hall.  Something big 

happened that night, and, somehow he experienced the 

power of God.  He came home full of it. Denis’s wife, Beryl, 

thought he was drunk, and when he said he’d been at 

Hope Hall, she thought he said the Old Ball, a pub on 

Winwick St. in Warrington town centre! 

In the mid-1990s, I was teaching at a missionary training 

college in Birmingham, when I noticed that one of the 

other teachers on the list was Denis. How could that be? 

Denis had an amazing understanding of the Bible, but, he had no formal training.  I loved to 

hear him preach – mixing funny stories about his life with deep truths from the Bible.  He 

was great at making links between different parts of the Bible. He seemed to know which 

bits were the most encouraging for other people as they went through day to day struggles.   

Denis got all his Bible understanding through his own simple routine of reading and praying 

– and stealing the juicy bits from anybody else who talked about the Bible. He was  

Theo-didak-tos.  

That’s a Greek word Paul uses in the New Testament.  It means “taught by God” (Theo 

words are about God, and words with “didac” somewhere in them are usually about 

teaching) It’s in 1Thessalonians 4.9: “…for you yourselves have been taught by God.”  

The Church of England goes through phases where all priests have to be university 

graduates or even from Oxford or Cambridge.  Then it suddenly remembers that the first 

Christians were simple fishing folk.  They got their new skills directly from God. 

What about me then?  

Let God get hold of you and make you Bible brainy.  Many Christians will say that when they 

began to absorb the wonders of the Bible, it completely changed the way they experienced 

the world around them 

Rev Trev 
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