	How old is this church?
	
	
	
	

	  The building and its Christian witness have a long history.  The present church may well be on the site of an early Saxon shrine, one of the earliest places of post Roman Christian worship and assembly in Southern England.  The claim to such antiquity has been most plausibly put forward for St Martin’s Church, Canterbury, which incorporates Roman masonry.

  St Augustine, the Pope’s envoy, landed at Ebbsfleet,some 5 miles away, in AD 597.  His mission was helped by finding Queen Bertha already a Christian, and by a favourable atmosphere at the royal court of Kent.  It appears that in 618 Edbald, the newly-crowned King, gave land at Northbourne (30 ‘plough-lands’) to the abbey, later named after St Augustine, in Canterbury.  And at times bitter contest with the Cathedral Priory, whose monks built the grand Eastry church nearby, produced much rivalry. 

  A church is believed to have existed at Northbourne in AD 640, only 43 years after Roman Christianity was re-introduced to pagan Anglo-Saxon England.  Elsewhere the Faith had survived in the Celtic Church, brought to the North by Irish missionaries.  At Northbourne, the early building was of timber, succeeded after the Danish invasions by a larger church and by the time of the Norman Conquest perhaps rebuilt in stone since St Augustine’s was a very wealthy monastery.  

  In about 1160, this church was again rebuilt, the period being shown by the West tower arch, facing the nave, which is in transitional style with Norman chevron adorning a pointed arch.  Only the South door survives of the post 1066 new church.  Wholesale replacement of ‘inferior’ abbeys and parish churches gradually destroyed what went before, with few survivals like St Mary in Castro at Dover Castle.  A piece of ‘barley-sugar’ twist stone embedded in the outside wall of the SW corner of the nave shows how richly adorned was the early 12th C church. Much stone, especially scarce freestone ashlar, will have been re-used. 
The Porch

The state of the early-Norman doorway shows that this late-Victorian addition (matched by the vestry on the North side) had a medieval predecessor.  Porches were important: part of the marriage ceremony was conducted there. The mass-dial on the left as you enter was a primitive sun-dial, evidently ante-dating the first porch.
	
	The Nave

The early plan, with no arcading on aisles, remained sufficient for a small village population (121 households in 1087).  Four of the Norman round-headed windows remain, the others having been altered. The West door and much of the buttressing is

14thC and later. As usual, the roof has been renewed but pre-Victorian timbers may survive in some places.

The Tower

Central crossing towers to cruciform churches (cross-shaped plan with transepts) denote former Anglo-Saxon ‘minsters’: churches whose priests served groups of villages before parishes were instituted. St Clement’s, in Sandwich, has kept its early Norman (C1100) ‘crossing tower’, together with stair-turret which at Northbourne collapsed, perhaps in an

earthquake, about 200 years ago (the time of the heavy brick-based reinforcements on the N side). Afterwards the bell ringing chamber was reached by an internal ladder. A safer iron spiral staircase replaced this in 1996. To facilitate this, the small but excellent Victorian organ, by Browne, was brought forward within the North transept to its current position. The parapet is rebuilt, without its original symbolic castellation. Bells were rung for services,

but jangled as a ‘tocsin’ to warn of danger, as of the French attack on Sandwich in 1457 from the tower of St Clement’s. Warning of possible invasion (as in 1588 for the Armada) was given by bonfires, often on hill-tops. Beacon Hill, as there is a mile SSE is a frequent name. In 1940, the tower was used as an artillery observation post as it has a fine view of the Coast from Ramsgate to mid Deal. Below, under the tower hangs a wheel chandelier to an authentic medieval pattern designed by Lord Northbourne. The village blacksmith, Mr Kenneth Butcher made it like an iron cart tyre. 

The Lady Chapel (South Transept)

Transepts frequently housed an extra altar (one of many) dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. In the Tudor period. The aristocratic fashion of having grand tombs and a family vault in subsidiary ‘ chapels’ spread to the country gentry. The memorial here, in Finely carved alabaster with flattering inscription, conventionally features the recumbent effigies of Sir
	
	Edwin and Lady Sandys. The mason who carved the name on the vault slab in the floor seems to have been unsure of the spelling of ‘Sands’. Edwin is wearing Jacobean armour, like a medieval knight. Lady Sandys elaborate dress is carefully sculptured by a master of the craft; both of them are as though standing for their portrait. Sir Edwin was MP for Sandwich under Elizabeth I and James I (and VIth) and lived at rebuilt Northbourne Court. He supported contemporary trends towards more politically assertive Parliaments, not always with discretion, being twice put in the Tower of London. As treasurer of the Virginia Company, which carried through the development of the colony in America, he was able to incorporate his views in his constitution for the State of Virginia. It would be a mistake, however, to regard him as the modern democrat suggested by the plaque on the wall, put up by the British Commonwealth Association.

The Chancel

The eastern part of a church is so called because of the screen (‘cancelli’ in Latin) which once partly closed it off from the ‘public’ nave. The chancel contained the high altar, the sanctuary and the priests’ seats. Of the same period as the body of the church, this chancel was re-windowed in the 13th century, and then adapted in the later Victorian period by the Hannam family by virtue of the Lordship implicit in their residing at the Court. The rear arch of the great East window, and the recess (piscina) on the South side for cleansing the chalice after Holy Communion are of the Arts and Crafts style or ‘Edwardian’, typical of C 1890 – 1914. By contrast, the original windows above are small, the upper one in the gable-wall is circular, a characteristic of Norman or Romanesque, as at nearby Barfrestone.  In the South chancel wall was the priest’s door. 

The Bells

The modern revival of bell-ringing is shown by the bell frame for six bells being of steel girders, unusually set diagonally NE-SW. The village team practises weekly and the bells are rung one Sunday a month and for special occasions. 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,

Hallowed be your name,

Your kingdom come,

Your will be done,

On earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

As we forgive those who sin against us

Lead us not into temptation

But deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

And the glory are yours

Now and for ever.

Amen

Common Worship 2000

For Memories of Loved Ones
Thank you Lord for bringing me here to-day.

For the memories that this place brings,

For thoughts of happy times and of sad times.

And for those who have died, O risen Lord,

Keep them safe in your care until we meet again.

As I travel on, be with me and all those I love.

Amen

An Evening Prayer

Keep watch dear Lord with those

who wake or watch or weep tonight,

and give your angels charge over those who sleep.

Tend the sick, Lord Christ; 

give rest to the weary; bless the dying;

sooth the suffering; pity the afflicted; 

shield the joyous; 

and all, for your love’s sake.

Amen

St Augustine of Hippo (354 – 430)
	
	Follow us on Twitter @NorthbourneCh[image: image1.png]



http://www.ewbchurches.org.uk/northbourne.htm
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	Welcome to St Augustine’s.

We do hope you will enjoy your visit and we invite you to say a prayer for yourself, your friends and loved ones and those throughout the ages who have worshipped in this church.  Like them we are sure that you will find comfort and strength from your time in this ancient place of worship to God.  There are some suggested prayers at the end of this leaflet.

	
	
	The Parochial Church Council of St Augustine’s is very grateful to Dr Charles Coulson for all his research and work in producing this guide.

Sep 2016 with minor changes
	
	Reverend David Ridley - Rector

Helen Eastman – Churchwarden

Brian Semple - Churchwarden

	
	
	
	
	 


