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A brief history of All Saints Church Flixborough, North Lincolnshire 
 

The village of Flixborough 
In the Domesday book, Flixborough is known as Flichesburg and in the days of Edward I (c. 1299) as 
Flikesburgh and or Flixburgh. The first part of the word may come from 'Flegg' meaning 'flat ground', 
'Fylki' or 'Fylkisburg', meaning 'shire' or 'Flike', a Danish personal name. 

It is known that in 1299, Flixborough (Flixburgh) possessed a windmill, fishery, on the river Trent 
(Trente) and a small wood. As might be expected, most of the income generation at the time came 
from farming the land and the associated tenentry. 

Jarvis (1922)1 argues that Flixborough may have been the ancient Tioval Fingeaster, the place where 
St. Paulinus converted and baptised many people. However, Jarvis (1922) also suggests that St. 
Paulinus was probably working closer to Lincoln. 

The original village of Flixborough was cited away from the present location and closer to the site of 
the old church, at the foot of the hill and adjacent to a ferry crossing which carried passengers and 
goods to and from Amcotts, a short distance across the river. Interestingly, this river froze during 
December 1895 and it became possible to cross the river by foot. 

Jarvis (1922) mentions the presence of a moated residence in existance at least in the 16th and 17th 
century which at one time was owned by Sir Edmund Anderson Kt., Chief Justice of Common Pleas in 
the time of Queen Elizabeth I.  

 

The churches of Flixborough 
All the churches at Flixborough (there is evidence of four churches, Laverack 19902) have been 
dedicated to 'All Saints'. The first two churches were built on a small hill overlooking the river Trent 
and about a mile south of the present structure. Jarvis (1922) points out that the font contained 
within the first church can be seen in the existing structure. This font is Norman in character, 
indicating the age of the first church. This font is roughly cut but large enough to indicate its purpose 
as being the baptism of infants by total immersion. Laverack (1990) reports that a sketch of the 
original church , drawn by John Snape in 1778 and commissioned by the Sheffield family in held in 
the North Lincolnshire Archives. 

The second church is described in The Gentleman's Magazine (1786)3 A drawing of the church 
appears in the journal which indicates by its square topped windows as being built in the 15th 
Century. The article in Gentleman’s magazine (above) has a drawing of a separate wooden bell 
tower positioned adjacent to the village stocks. The article also identifies 1789 as the year when this 
second church was demolished and that a mortuary chapel was at that time built from the stones of 
the church but only used ‘very occasionally’.4 

                                                           

1 Jarvis FA (1922). The Parish of Burton-Upon-Stather with Flixborough. Forsaith and Sons. London/ 

2 Laverack Paul (1990). Monumental Inscriptions: in the first churchyard of All Saints Flixborough. Unpublished 
document. All Saints Church, Flixborough. 

3 October edition, cited in Jarvis (1922). A copy of the magazine is held in Lincoln Central Library. 

4 A picture of the mortuary chapel can be found in Dudley H (? date). The history and antiquities of Scunthorpe 
and Frodingham district. Publisher unknown. Source .. Laverick 1990. 
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On the site of the 1st and 2nd church, the remains of a large Saxon manor house have been 
excavated and evidence of this work can be found in Scunthorpe Museum. 

The first churchyard possesses 125 grave stones but of which only 117 have recordable inscriptions 
(see Laverick 1990). All the monuments were laid flat by the Flixborough villagers in c. 1960 (Laverick 
1990).  

The third church was built on the site of the existing building, in the centre of the existing village. 
This is known to have been erected in 1789, a period which Jarvis (1922) argues to be the worst in 
Ecclesiastical architecture. The church was built with very shallow foundations. The first incumbent 
in known to have been Rev. Robert Sheffield (later Baronet)5 and was first used for services on All 
Saints day, November 1st 1789. The church was consecrated rather later (24th July 1805) by the 
then Lord Bishop of Lincoln, George Pretyman Tomlin who was to become the first Bishop of 
Calcutta. Laverick (1990) records that the frst person to be buried in the new churchyard (on August 
9th 1795) was John Hammond of Crosby. 

The building of the fourth church was commenced in 1885, the money being raised by public 
conscription, aided handsomely by a contribution from Sir Robert Sheffield. Jarvis (1922) records 
that Lady Sheffield worked tirelessly in her effort to raise the required funds. This latest of 
Flixborough churches was consecrated on June 30th 1886 by Edward King, Lord Bishop of Lincoln. 
Interestingly, the ceremony was attended by Sir Charles Anderson, Bart., a descendant of  the 
Flixborough Andersons discussed above.6 

An undated publication produced by Glanford Borough Council7 (now defunct) and probably 
published between 1960 and 1980 identifies the church as a Grade II listed building. 
Notwithstanding the fact that this publication was printed anonymously, Mr K Foster of the planning 
department, Cary Lane, Brigg, probably played a key role in it’s publication. The document cites the 
following with regard to the church: 

 

“Church . 1886 by C. Hodgson Fowler. Rock-Faced ironstone with ashlar dressings, slate roof, stone-
coped gables and wooden bellcote with lead roof. Gothic Revival style. 3-bay nave and 2-bay chancel 
with south porch and vestry on north side of the chancel. Nave and chancel have plinth., moulded cill 
band and flat-headed windows of 1,2 and 3 lights, and pointed east and west windows, all with 
Reticular tracery. Small circular window with Flowing tracery in upper west gable. West bellcote on a 
tapering weatherboarded base has wooden 3-light belfry openings with tracery beneath a tall 4-sited 
spirelet. Interior has an arch-braced nave roof, a pointed chamfered chancel arch supported on 
moulded corbels and painted panelled chancel ceiling. Massive Normal bowl font on later hexagonal 
base.”. 

 

Not surprisingly, the present church contains some of the contents of the previous church. The font 
has already been mentioned, there are also carved stones forming part of the south wall of the 
churchyard, the bell which dates from 1624 (Jarvis 1922 notes that in 1533, the Parish of Flixborough 

                                                           

5 It should be noted that well into the 20th Century, the whole village of Flixborough was owned by the 
Sheffield family. 

6 An account of the opening ceremonies can be found in the Lincoln Diocesan Magazine for July and August 
1886. 

7 Glanford Borough Council (no date). List of buildings of special architectural or historical interest. GBC. 
Lincolnshire. 
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was known to possess three bells). There is also an unnamed tombstone which can now be seen at 
the West end of the church. 

Jarvis (1922) notes that the church was well built. The walls are built from ironstone which was 
taken from a pit in Warren Wood. The worked stone came from a pit at Park Nook, near Doncaster. 

 

Churchyard notes 
This section presents some of the more interesting monumental inscriptions from the first and 
second churchyard.8 

 

The first churchyard 
Be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not: the son of man cometh  

(Harriet Gunson, died 1865, aged 75 years). 

 

Farewell my loving wife and children, whom I have left behind in grief and care, But God will for you 
all provide, If you make him your hope and guide, and he will raise you many friends to comfort you 
to your lives end, And then I we shall meet again, in the great joys of heaven to remain  

(Samuel Mitchell, died 1805 aged 37 years). 

 

Beneath thy mighty shade, Is here my grief and troubles cease, And thou on whom my soul is stayed, 
will keep me (in) perfect peace  

(name beginning ‘Harr’, died aged 27 years, date not known). 

 

Remember friend – Ive called on thee, to flee from sin and misery, neglect not then thy day of grace, 
for o thy time it flies apace, and soon thoule be laid low as me, prepare then for eternity  

(William Champion, died in 1775, aged 50 years). 

 

See cruel death on every side. With rapid pace our friends divide, Without respect, Without delay, He 
takes the most beloved away  

(John Champion,  aged 72 years, date unknown). 

 

Afflictions sore with patience bore, 
Physicians were in vain, 
Till God did please to give her ease, 
And free her from her pain. 

(Mary Smithson, died 1862 aged 51 years). 

 

We cannot Lord, Thy purpose see, But all is well, That’s done by thee  

                                                           

8 For the inscriptions from the first churchyard I am indebted to Laverack 1990. 
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(William Ellis, died 1889 aged 74 years). 

 

She in a sacred calm resigned her breath, and as her eyelids closed she smiled in death  

(Rebecca Ellis, died 1868 aged 49 years). 

 

Think my dear reader this plain stone you read, 
Meant to record the virtues of the dead, 
Tis for the living, its for you designed, 
Its solemn council link into your mind! 
Redeem the time you quickly may and must, 
Ere long take up your lodging in the dust, 
And oh how sad to see the fading sun, 
And night approaching ere your work is done. 

(Robert Barley, died 1784 aged 62 years). 

 

 

The second churchyard 
An epitaph in the 2nd churchyard reads: 

 

This world is vain and full of pain 
And grief and trouble sore, 
But they are blest, who are at rest 
With Christ for evermore. 

 

Modern history 
In 1974, Flixborough was the unhappy venue of the biggest peace time explosion in British history. 
The explosion was caused by the Nypro chemical plant, situated just outside the village. Within the 
churchyard can be found a memorial, consisting of a small pond, and a plaque, listing the names of 
the people who lost their lives in the explosion. From time to time, the church holds a memorial 
service for those who died in the explosion. 

 

Oral histories 

A parishioner in 20019 reported that ‘Judge Anderson lived in a large house surrounded by a moat at 
the top end of the old churchyard and wood, two fields across from the main road, now called  
‘Anderson’s Out’. He was the judge who had Queen Anne beheaded. Smugglers at one time used the 
old churchyard graves as hiding places for all the things they brought by boat. The land where 
Flixborough church is now, used to be a school and school house for the headmistress to live in. My 
grandfather, Godfrey Gillatt and his wife were sexton and church cleaner, he was also the grave-
digger.’ 

                                                           

9 My thanks to the late Hilda Woolnough 
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Please note that I am indebted to the late but still much loved Hilda Woolnough, Marion Green and 
also to the work of Canon Frances Amcotts Jarvis for much of the content of this short history. 

If you know any additional information about the history of the churches in Flixborough, please 
contact one of the churchwardens so that your information can be added to what we know about 
this important place of worship. Please write to: 

 

Jeremy Jolley 
email jeremy.jolley@live.com 

9 Betony Close 
Scunthorpe 
N. Lincs 
DN15 8PP 


