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The cross hangs in the nave and has been 

fashioned from two of the thatch-pegs found 

intact after the fire in 1970 
 

 

 



“We gather, not because there is a building here, although it helps. 

We gather, not because the fellowship is good, although it helps. 

We gather, not because we hear the Word, although it helps. 

We gather for one thing alone: to worship God. 

God who doesn't just help, but is everything. 

So, let us worship, and, in so doing, help each other.” 

So, do take a few minutes to sit, to pray, to tell your Father God 

what is in your heart - of joy or sorrow. And know that He is 

everything. 

“Life is only for Love 

Time is only that we may find God.” 

(St. Bemard) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME 

(By David Wakefield – current Rector) 

As you visit St. Mary's, Hassingham, I hope that in the peace, quiet 

and simplicity of the building, you will be aware of the presence of 

God - to whose glory this church was built. 

The building has changed its looks over the centuries (as you'll 

read in this guide) but the worship of God has gone on, even 

though the number who gather for worship here is often small. 
Easter 2012 

 
 

 



THE VILLAGE OF HASSINGHAM 

Hassingham is situated some nine miles south-east of Norwich and 

is bounded by the River Yare on the south. It covers 

approximately five hundred and eighty acres near the edge of the 

flood plain (we know that the floods of 1607 did much damage to 

the village). The marshland is used for rough grazing and most of 

the remainder as arable rotation land. It contains about nine acres 

of water (Hassingham Broad) and is divided from the village of 

Buckenham by the Fleet Dyke which drains the marshes. 

 

Hassingham is written "Hasingeham" in the Domesday Book. The 

prefix may be the Anglo-Saxon Haesingas, a patronymic, indicating 

a filial settlement of the Haesings or Hassings whose progenitor 

was one Haece. Hassing is the name of an existing village in 

Denmark. Hass is a Danish personal name. Ing is the Anglo-Saxon 

Iing, a son, descendent, offspring; Ham, a home, village. 
 

We read of it in the Domesday Book as "Land of the King", under 

the management of "Godric". Subsequently, the land was granted 

from the Crown to Roger Bigot, ancestor of the Earls of Norfolk 

and was held by him with Buckenham Ferry. During the reign of 

Henry III, Adam Rattleden was lord, followed by William de 

Braham and in 1500 Nicholas Peyteyn of Filby held the Manor of 

Hassingham. After this, it had the same lords as Buckenham. In 

1740, Lady Hastings sold it to Richard Berney from whom it 

passed to the Proctors, who assumed the surname Beauchamp. 

The Beauchamp family occupied Buckenham Hall until early this 

century when the land was sold to various farmers. 

 

The link between the villages of Buckenham and Hassingham has 

continued and as Buckenham Church is now in care of the 

Churches Conservation Trust, Hassingham Church serves both 

communities. 

 

 

 

 

 



THE CHURCH 

The Church, dedicated to St. Mary the Virgin, is a flint building in 

mixed styles of architecture and consisting of chancel, nave, north 

and south porches, with a tower at the West End. 

 

It is difficult to imagine a more peaceful setting for this tiny 

picturesque building, yet, as in the history of so many of our 

churches, it has had its share of tumult and violence. 

 

In the fifteenth century, during the collapse of the feudal system, 

we read that a band of lawless men “would issue out at their 

pleasure, sometimes six, sometimes twelve, sometimes thirty or 

more, armed, jacked and scilleted, with bows, arrows, spears and 

bills and ride the country and oppress the people and do many 

horrible and abominable deeds…They even entered the chancel of 

Hassingham Church and there attacked the parson”. 
 

No doubt, the building suffered at least some damage during the 

Reformation. The holy water stoop seems to give evidence of this. 

 

In 1849, the church was restored by the then Rector, Thomas 

Beauchamp at a cost of £600. It was reseated with open benches 

to seat ninety persons and a new pulpit, reading desk and high 

carved screen were fitted. The chancel arch and roofs were 

installed, the ceiling being enriched with gold stars on a blue 

background and on the walls, texts and decorations were painted. 

 

On 16th August, 1970 during high winds, a small fire started in the 

grass to the south west of the church. Sparks were carried 

towards the thatched roof, through which flames ripped and in 

spite of the swift action of the fire brigade, sections of the roof 

timbers crashed into the nave, destroying most of Thomas 

Beauchamp's work. 

The building as we see it today is the result of repair-work, which 

took place during the year following the fire. 

 

 



A BRIEF DESCRIPTION  

OF THE INTERIOR OF THE CHURCH 

The South Doorway is late Norman, decorated with well-

preserved billet and chevron moulding. The door itself is most 

probably of the late thirteenth or early fourteenth century. 

 

The Font is modern, probably Victorian replacing a round one, 

which widened out on top, upon which was a leaden basin, 

decorated with quatrefoils and other devices. 

 

The Tower which is round at the base and has an octagonal belfry 

is largely Norman and fourteenth century. 

 

The Bell. Originally there were two bells. A faculty to sell a 

cracked bell is dated 1755. The remaining bell, which has now 

been replaced, has the inscription  
+ WELELMVS: REVEL: ME: FECIT + 

It is thought that William Revel was a London founder. Other bells 

cast by him are St. Laurence, Norwich; Rowdham, Norfolk and 

Longfield, Kent, all similarly inscribed. 

 

The North Doorway is now used as a vestry. 

 

The Nave. The roof timbers are of English oak and follow the 

original design. A new floor of brick-pavers has been laid, in basket 

weave pattern in the aisle and cross-aisles and in herring-bone 

pattern in the seating area. 

On the south wall of the nave near to the door a holy water stoop 

has been discovered under the old plaster. It appears that the 

bowl had been smashed and the pieces replaced in filling the 

cavity. Another cavity further down the nave and on the same 

side, may have been the first step of a rood-stair. The jamb of the 

south east window has been cut away, probably for a figure at a 

south altar.  

 

 

 



The Chancel is higher than the nave. An altar piscina, with a 

spandrilled, cinquefoiled, perpendicular arch lies to the south of 

the altar, with a sedilia in two grades. A credence shelf has now 

been inserted formed from a slab salvaged from the Victorian altar 

steps. 

Mackerell, writing about 1744 states, “there are two gravestones 

within the altar rails, one seems old but neither has an 

inscription”. There were no such stones after the Victorian 

renovations, the floor having been elaborately tiled at the time. 

The new floor is of quarry tiles. 

 

The Windows. The glass in the south window at the west end of 

the church is new, the coloured pieces from it having been 

removed and placed with new glass in the west window. 

 

The oldest stained glass in the church is fifteenth century and is in 
the tracery lights of the eastern-most north and south chancel 

windows, which each contain two highly restored figures of 

standing angels, one playing a harp and the other a lute. 

 

The east window contains two nineteenth century sets of 

medallions in the lower part but the upper part has a roundel set 

consisting of a sixteenth century Virgin and Child with St. Anne 

and two of the seventeenth century picturing St. John and (what 

was believed to be) the Resurrection. However, after a visit from 

the Round Tower Churches Society in 2015 they subsequently 

wrote that the south roundel “is Daniel's second adventure with 

lions, as recorded in the Apocrypha in "Bel and the Dragon". At 

the top it shows the angel taking Habbacuc by the hair to Babylon, 

and Habbacuc is holding his "pottage" in a gold pot!” 

Fragments mainly of late fifteenth century foreign glass have been 

used in the borders and in the tracery. The rest of the glass is of 

the nineteenth century. 

 

Furnishings. These are in beech and are of simple modem design. 

Chairs have been used rather than pews for their flexibility in 

layout. 

 



The Chest, which stands at the east end of the church, has been 

brought from Buckenham Church. 

 

The Organ-Chair is made of wood salvaged from the old Coventry 

Cathedral and has been preserved in memory of the Reverend 

Ronald Jefferyes by his widow. 

 

Dedication Plaque. The initials on the plaque indicate Hilton 

Forster, Barbara Drummond - Churchwardens, Fielden and 

Mawson - Architects, E.A. Lake - Main Contractor and George 

Hall - Rector. The plaque commemorates the restoration after the 

1970 fire. 

 

The Exterior. The thatched roof has been replaced by one of clay 

pantiles of a traditional Norfolk pattern. The porch-roofs are of 

slate. There are floriated gable-crosses (probably fifteenth century) 
over the east end of the chancel and the south porch, a plain 

nineteenth century one over the north porch. New oak doors 

have been fitted to the south porch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

List of Incumbents 

 

1319 Adam Haghenne  

1328 William Bryd  

1337 Richard Le Palmer  

De Wodedalling  

1349 John Rayson  

1368 John Coke 

1378 WilIiam Lightfoot 

1412 John Sandford  

1412 Richard Lewis 

1419 Richard Rerdene De Lenn 

1446 WilIiam StaIon 

1462 Thomas Grene 

1477 Thomas Spycer 
1486 Roger Humphrey 

1489 John Croftys 

1508 Henry Adcock 

1514 Robert Hansart 

1517 Richard Wynship 

1526 Thomas Ellington 

1531 Richard Savage 

1554 Edmund Emmes 

1560 Gregory Madis 

1564 George Leeds 

15??  Harman Godfrey 

1580 Edmund Paynne 

1585 Stephen Gall 

1585 Richard NowelI 

1630 Thomas Wolsey 

1668 Bernard Skelton 

1690 Nathaniel Wadsworth  

1692 William Newbury 

 

1713 John Heywood 

1717 John Mompesson  

1722 Benjamin Joseph Ellis  

Consolidated with Buckenham  

2nd October, 1739 

1768 Furnivall Bowen 

1784 Edward Wilson 

1811 Francis Howes 

1814 Thomas William Beauchamp  

1863 William Haslam M.A.  

1871 George Elwin 

1915 E. Fitzgerald Allworthy  

1917 Earnest Goodchild .  

1921 Charles Parsons 

1928 Samuel Jones-Parry  

1944 Edward Johnson. 

1951 Herbert Brandwood  

Joined with Strumpshaw  

1955 Charles Coleman  

1965 George Humphreyes  

1967 George Hall 

1975 Albert Bransby 

1983 Robert Baker 
1986 Ivor Welch 

1994 Vivien Elphick 

2007 David Kenneth Wakefield 


