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Solid green area = meadow (uncut grassland at time of survey)

Hatched green area = potential to be managed in the same way as the meadow

 

Summary

The most valuable species-rich grasslands in the county have plenty of wildflower species 
(sometimes referred to as herbs) and a variety of grass species that do not crowd out the 
wildflowers. The balance between grasses and herbs in this meadow tips more towards 
the grasses, which presently occupy a much greater proportion of the sward than the 
wildflowers. Grasses do have great value for wildlife, supporting many invertebrate 
species, but they can dominate meadows when not managed favourably and this does not
leave room for the wildflowers to grow and distribute themselves. The result can be a 
grass-dominated field with very low species diversity.

 

The meadow at Youlgrave churchyard was found to support ten grass species and 
fourteen herb species. The most abundant herbs in the sward appeared to be pignut and 
meadow buttercup, with cleavers and dandelion at a slightly lower abundance. Ground 



elder and cow parsley were both found to be localised i.e. not spread throughout the 
grassland. Germander speedwell was also only found in a single patch. A number of other 
species such as common knapweed, meadow vetchling and common ragwort were only 
found occasionally or rarely in the sward. 

 

A good way of looking at the wildlife value of an area of grassland like this is to count up 
the number of indicator species present. These are species listed in the Local Wildlife Site 
selection guidelines for Derbyshire. They are “characteristic of or confined to species-rich 
semi-natural grasslands” and so are a useful measure of habitat value when looking at 
grassland habitat. To put things into context with this meadow, an area of grassland in 
Derbyshire (outside of the Peak District) that supports ten or more of these species is 
considered to be of a high enough quality for Local Wildlife Site designation. The meadow 
at Youlgrave churchyard only supports five indicator species and so it is not of Local 
Wildlife Site quality but is still supporting favourable meadow species and is an important 
habitat for wildlife.

 

Management

• The meadow would benefit from an annual cut in September, which would give time for
the flowering species to set seed ready for the next year. It is important that the 
meadow is cut each year because this will help to prevent a dense thatch of dead 
grass from shading out all of the wildflowers underneath. 

• It is crucial that the cuttings are removed from the meadow and not left to rot as this 
would result in nutrients leaching back into the soil and this would promote the growth 
of weeds and coarse grasses instead of the more delicate wildflowers that we want to 
encourage. If the cuttings cannot be disposed of off-site then you could use the existing
cuttings pile up against the field boundary.

• It is important that no herbicides, pesticides or fertilisers are added to the meadow.

• It would be beneficial if the area of meadow could be extended to include all of the 
hatched green area shown in the map above.

• Management support may be available in the near future through the Magnificent 
Meadows project. This site has been noted as a potential site to be included in the 
project and so you may be contacted about this in the future to discuss what assistance
is available.



Species list:

The  abundance  values  shown  follow  the  DAFOR assessment  of  abundance  and  are
based on the abundance of each species as determined by the surveyor on the day of the
survey. 

D = Dominant 

A = Abundant

F = Frequent

O = Occasional

R = Rare

Prefix L = Locally

+ = present (no estimate of abundance made)

 

Species in bold are grassland indicator species listed in the Local Wildlife Site selection 
guidelines for Derbyshire. These are species that are “characteristic of or confined to 
species-rich semi-natural grasslands” in Derbyshire.

 

Scientific name Common name
Abundanc
e

Grasses

Alopecurus pratensis Meadow foxtail A

Trisetum flavescens Yellow oat-grass LA

Arrhenatherum 
elatius False oat-grass F

Anthoxanthum 
odoratum Sweet vernal-grass R

Agrostis sp. a bent +

Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot +

Festuca rubra Red fescue +

Holcus lanatus Yorkshire fog +

Poa pratensis Smooth meadow-grass +



Poa trivialis Rough meadow-grass +

Herbs

Conopodium majus Pignut A

Ranunculus acris Meadow buttercup F-A

Aegopodium 
podagraria Ground elder LA

Anthriscus sylvestris Cow parsley LA

Galium aparine Cleavers F

Taraxacum officinale Dandelion F

Veronica 
chamaedrys Germander speedwell LF

Centaurea nigra Common knapweed O

Heracleum 
sphondylium Hogweed O

Lathyrus pratensis Meadow vetchling O

Senecio jacobaea Common ragwort O

Cirsium arvense Creeping thistle +

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort plantain +

Vicia sepium Bush vetch +

Animals

Bombus lapidarius Red-tailed bumblebee +

Bombus pascuorum Common carder bee +

Odezia atrata Chimney sweeper +

 

 



Thank you for allowing us to survey the site. With the right cutting regime it could be 
improved and you may see an increase in the distribution of wildflowers, adding a bit more 
colour and wildlife to the churchyard!

Kind regards

Oli

Oliver Foulds

Living Landscapes Adviser (South)

Derbyshire Wildlife Trust, Sandy Hill, Main Street, Middleton, Matlock, DE4 4LR

Switchboard: 01773 881188  www.derbyshirewildlifetrust.org.uk
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