
ST FRANCIS.  

A HISTORY OF THE NEWEST CHURCH IN CLEETHORPES. 

The Beacon Hill Estate was built up gradually during the late 1940’s to the 

mid 1960’s and comprised of a mixture of semi-detached family houses, 

bungalows and flats, some privately owned and some owned by the council (now 

Shoreline). The inhabitants included many young families as well as elderly 

people. To cater for this new ever expanding estate the Revd Canon Richard 

Crookes at St Peter’s Church in Cleethorpes decided that a new church needed to 

be built to bring the word of God to the estate.  

           The land for the church had been set aside when the estate was planned 

and had been given by Sidney Sussex College. Plans were passed in 1956 but had 

lapsed so in 1961 it was decided to build a dual purpose building which was 

sourced from a company in Wakefield called Lanner’s. The construction method 

meant it could be built in six months as the sections were produced at the factory 

and erected on site on a prepared foundation. The plan was to use the building as 

a church and hall until a “proper” church could be built on adjacent land at a later 

date. 

 The fundraising for the new church was led energetically and memorably by 

the curate at St Peters at the time, the Revd Edward Harrison who had arrived in 

Cleethorpes in 1959 and, at a time of great recession was certainly not an easy 

task to undertake. Many can remember him at his happiest sitting on an upturned 

wooden box in the open streets of Grimsby and Cleethorpes, playing the 

accordion and entertaining children with his glove puppets while collection 

donations for the many charities he supported throughout his life. 

                            

The Revd Edward Harrison. 

 Shortly before his death at the age of 79, at a home for retired clergy in 

Lancashire, he received a cheque from the people of Grimsby and Cleethorpes 

who fondly remembered the accordion playing priest. After his death his family  



   

donated his glove puppets to the Borough of Cleethorpes so they could be 

included in a museum if ever one was built. 

 In a remarkably short time the money was raised and the new church, 

dedicated to St Francis, was built and Canon Crookes asked Brian Robinson and 

Peter Braithwaite (members of St Peters congregation) if they would go to St 

Francis for two years to help build up the congregation. St Francis Church was 

officially opened and dedicated on Saturday 16th December 1961 at 2.45 pm by 

the then Bishop of Lincoln the Rt Revd Kenneth Riches. 

 

Details of St Francis’s opening and dedication service. 

 As a mark of faith in the new church a large congregation turned up for the 

well-advertised opening service and a collection of £65 was taken. The Revd 

Harrison became the first Priest in Charge and Brian Robinson (along with his wife 

Pat) chose to remain at St Francis and was churchwarden for the next thirty-four 

years. Due to the large amount of young families on the estate the Sunday School 

had an unbelievable number of children, the congregation was large and Brian led 

a well-regarded Youth Club which, more than vindicated Canon Crookes faith in 

establishing a church on the Beacon Hill Estate.  

 The Revd Harrison remained at St Francis till 1963 when he was replaced by 

the Revd Robin Greenland. During Robins time, St Francis held its first christening 

on the 5th October 1963 and the church was so short of funds and equipment a 

font had to be borrowed from Old Clee Church so the service could go ahead. In 

an attempt to remedy this shortage of funds the first stewardship envelope 

scheme, to encourage giving, was started in December 1963. As the church grew 

it became apparent that it was not an ideal situation having the priest living away 

from the church at 66 Oxford Street so, in March 1964, discussions began to build 

St Francis House on land adjacent to the church hall. A £1500 grant was secured 

and the rest of the money was secured through fund raising which started in April 

1965. After two years the money was raised and the house was built which was 

opened in April 1967. 

 In late 1965 the Revd Greenland decided to move on and was replaced by 

the Revd John Thorold, a former assistant Curate at St Peters who was persuaded 

by Canon Crookes to take the job. John and his young family had the distinction of 

being the first St Francis Priest in Charge to live next to the church when they 

moved in to St Francis House in 1967. 



 

An early picture of St Francis Church. 

 

 

St Francis decorated for Easter. 



 Once John, his wife Joyce and their three young children had moved in they 

quickly began the task of further increasing the congregation at St Francis. This 

flyer sent out in 1966 shows the vision that John had for St Francis. 

 

                                                  

St Francis Harvest of the Sea Supper introduced by the Revd John Thorold  



 

The “Saturday Night Group” which was introduced to try and bring youth into the 

church 

 

The Church Extension Society Dinner and Dance with (from the front right) the 

Revd Richard Crookes, Revd John Thorold and the Revd Doug Perry who took the 

first Sunday service at St Francis, also shown are (from the front left) 

churchwardens Charles Warrender and Brian Robinson. 

For the 50th Anniversary edition of the Grapevine (our parish magazine) in 

2011, John was asked to write an article about his time at St Francis which I have 

reproduced here as I think it brings back some wonderful memories of the time. 

 



 

 

 John stayed at St Francis until 1970 when, after a year in interregnum, the 

Revd George Parrott was appointed Priest in Charge in 1971. Like John, George 

was similarly asked to write about his time at St Francis which I have again 

reproduced here. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Revd George Parrott with a confirmation class. 

 Up to this time the music at St Francis had been provided by a piano but it 

was felt at the time by the P.C.C that congregation’s always sing with more 

“gusto” when accompanied by an organ so, a new Compton Cantata organ was 

purchased at a cost of £1,180. This was first used within the church on the 15th 

October 1971. 

 Also during 1971 the first discussions took place within the P.C.C with 

regards to raising the funds to start building the church on the land adjacent to 

the church hall. It was suggested that the money needed could be raised by asking 

people to donate Green Shield Stamp books to the church.  

 George stayed until 1975 when, after a year’s interregnum, the Revd Julian 

Dunn was appointed Priest in Charge at St Francis. Julian’s time at St Francis was 

to mark a time of great change, not only in the appearance of the building but 

also in the way St Francis was run. As it became more apparent that the funds 

could not be raised to build the new church it was decided to improve the church 

hall with a series of additions. Firstly, the storage room at the left hand side of the 

chancel was added in November 1976 and, in March 1977 a major program of 

alterations was planned. The cost of the improvements was estimated at £8830 

and included the new entrance to the building from Sandringham Road, half the 

committee room and the lady’s toilet became the Lady Chapel, the old entrance 

from the side of the church became the new lady’s toilet, the old vestry became 

the kitchen, the old kitchen and the choir vestry became the new vestry and gas 

central heating was installed in the church for the first time. The work was funded 

by a grant from the Dioceses of £5000, a grant from St Peter’s Church of £1000, 

£1000 from St Francis church funds and a mortgage of £2000 from the Church 

Extension Society. Once again the idea of using Green Shield Stamps was looked 

into as a means of raising the necessary funds and it was estimated that 3,600 

books would be required but, alternatives had to be sort when in June 1977 Tesco 

supermarkets withdrew from the scheme and the whole Green Shield empire 

collapsed as a result. This however did not deter the P.C.C from sending a strongly 

worded letter to the Chairman of Tesco’s explaining their disgust at this decision 



by the main board but, nothing came of it. The work was carried out in stages so 

as not to hinder the life of the church too much, the first stage to be completed 

was the new chapel which was dedicated as the “Chapel of our Lady” in 

September 1977. The rest of the work was spaced out over the next eighteen 

months and was finally completed in March 1979. Julian also wrote about his time 

at St Francis which I have included here. 

 

 

 



 

       In 1975 Canon Richard Crookes left St Peter’s and was replaced by the Revd 

Brian Wisken who, in 1976, started to lay the foundations of what was to become 

the Cleethorpes Team Ministry. It was initially going to include all five Anglican 

churches in Cleethorpes but, Old Clee and Christchurch had reservations about 

the plan and so, both decided to opt out. In February 1977 everything was in 

place and the Cleethorpes Team Ministry was born with Brian as Team Rector and 

included just three churches namely St Peters, St Francis and St Aidan’s.   

 One other notable event at this time, which was on the 2nd September 

1979, the Revd Dr Derek Webster officiated at his first service at St Francis. Over 

the coming years Derek was to become a very good friend to all at St Francis. 

 

The Revd Julian Dunn making a presentation to Bruce and Mary Metcalf during his 

time at St Francis with churchwarden Brian Robinson looking on. 



 Julian remained at St Francis until 1985 when he was replaced by the Revd 

Stuart Eveson. Stuarts stay was cut short when, after an altercation with at least 

one member of the congregation, felt he had to leave.  

 So, in 1986 St Francis once again found itself without a priest and had to 

rely on clergy from within the Cleethorpes Team Ministry to fill in for services. 

This included a new curate at St Peters who had arrived in 1986, the Revd Ian 

Slater who, as he neared the end of his curacy became more and more involved in 

taking services at St Francis. Once his training had been completed Brian Wisken 

ask Ian to become Team Vicar at St Francis which he duly agreed to and was 

licensed in 1988. 

                           

 The Revd Ian Slater pictured at the Summer Fair with his trademark brown cords. 

 During the late eighties Pete Stacey presented to St Francis a mural by local 

artist Tina Gray (which can be seen above the sanctuary) depicting, in a modern 

way, the theme that “God is everywhere” the mural was paid for by the charity 

Project 85 which Pete founded. 

 

Tina Gray pictured working on her mural above the Sanctuary. 



 In 1989 it was becoming apparent that the wooden windows on the north 

side of the church were beginning to deteriorate and, only being single glazed, 

were contributing to a lot of heat loss during the winter. It was therefore decided 

to replace them with double glazed UPVC windows. A funding campaign was 

started and in 1990 enough money had been raised to completely replace all the 

windows. Another notable event which happened at this time is when Ian and his 

wife Maureen decided to host a barbecue in the garden of St Francis House for 

the congregation and, set up the barbecue next to the house. Unbeknown to 

them it caught fire and was only just put out before it spread to the house. Ian 

stayed at St Francis until 1992 when, after being offered the post of Rector of St 

Peter and St Paul Parish Church in his home village of Cherry Willingham, Ian 

decided to move on. This again left St Francis having to rely on the Cleethorpes 

Team for pastoral support until in 1993 Father Terry Atkinson was licenced as 

Team Vicar of St Francis.  

  During 1989 the now Canon Brian Wisken left St Peter’s for a post at St 

Nicholas Church in the shadow of Lincoln Cathedral and, in 1990 was replaced by 

an ex-army Brigadier the Revd Tom Robinson as Team Rector. Tom seemed to be 

less enthusiastic for the concept of the Cleethorpes Team Ministry than his 

predecessor which, was never very popular with the three churches involved so, 

after a very acrimonious funding campaign led by Tom, was abandoned in 1996 

when St Francis once again became a Conventional District and was able to work 

independently with its own P.C.C and have charge of its own finances. 

 Terry, now Priest in Charge, remained at St Francis until 2001 when he 

moved down the coast to take up a post at St Clément’s Church, Sutton-on-Sea. 

 

Father Terry Atkinson pictured cutting the cake at the 40th Anniversary    

Celebrations of St Francis’s Church opening in 2001 with churchwarden Kay Pinner 

looking on. 



 

 In December 2001 St Francis celebrated its 40th Anniversary and in a special 

edition of the Grapevine various longstanding members of our congregation were 

asked to put in to words some of their memories of St Francis which, I think is 

worthy of inclusion in our history. 

 

 

 

St Francis Sunday School Party 



 

 

 

 



 

 

John Sharp at our present day organ 



 

 Soon after our 40th Anniversary celebrations it increasingly became 

apparent that the building was again in need of major refurbishment which, due 

to a change in the law, had to include disabled access to all parts of the church as 

well as disabled toilets. For inclusion in our 50th Anniversary edition of the 

Grapevine, the churchwarden at the time Pat Ford wrote an article explaining the 

difficulties St Francis faced at this time which I have also included. 

    



As we celebrated our 40th Anniversary in 2001 we were seven months into an 

interregnum after Father Terry left in the May.  We saw it as facing a long period 

when we would have to manage without a priest and we relied very heavily on 

Father Ray Simmons who was always so willing to take our services despite 

increasing ill health.  I don’t think there were any weeks when we did not have a 

Eucharist service thanks almost entirely to Ray and we must also thank Jennie 

for her support.   

We were then extremely lucky that Revd. Terrie Stott joined us in February 

2004, first as Chaplain to Matthew Humberstone School then to St Andrew’s 

Hospice as well as being Priest in Charge at St Francis.  We lost several people 

who felt unable to accept the ministry of a woman but Terrie was able to lead us 

brilliantly into the future.  She ran a Parish Foundation Course that led to John, 

Carole and me becoming Lay Ministers.  She also started the plans to upgrade 

the building.  After slow progress and many ‘false starts’ we had plans drawn up 

to remove the stage and open up the area to create a usable space.  We worked 

really hard on a bid to WREN which was refused.  We were actually relieved 

because we had realised how useful the stage is because of a splendid concert in 

aid of the building fund by Adele Dixon and friends.  We then had more help 

with a new application, notably from Helen Howard at VANEL and Ben from 

WREN, and we were successful with a smaller scheme to provide new toilets 

and access.  We also had a very generous grant from NELC thanks mainly to 

Colin Eastwell.  For the fundraising we had many excellent events and the 

support from the hirers and many anonymous donors was brilliant.  The ‘spend 

a penny’ campaign was brilliant using Hilary’s ingenious toilet box and many 

other things like toilet rolls to collect in.  We must thank the Guides and 

Rainbows for their help when we laid the pennies out and Bishop David for 

leading the service and everyone who contributed to the huge collection.  We 

found out how banks deal with pennies; they give you big plastic bags to put in 

20 one pound bags of either one or two pence pieces.  Counting took ages but it 

was brilliant! 

 As Pat previously mentioned, the Revd Terrie Stott was licensed as Priest 

in Charge of St Francis in February 2004 and one of Terrie’s first projects was to 

improve the front of the church. The idea had been around for a least a year but 

in 2004 finally came to fruition when the churches name was added to the cross 

to make the church more visible to the local community.  

 



 

The Rev Terrie Stott at her welcoming service to St Francis taken by the Bishop of 

Grimsby the Rt Rev David Rossdale also shown is Pat Robinson who has been at St 

Francis since it opened. 

 Just after Terries arrival in July 2004 an event took place that devastated 

the Christian community of Grimsby and Cleethorpes. The Revd Dr David Peacock 

(who had replaced Tom Robinson as Rector of St Peters in 2000) died in tragic 

circumstances. David’s dream was to unify all the five Anglican churches in 

Cleethorpes under one banner namely, the Cleethorpes Federation of Churches 

but this was abandoned upon his death. 

 During early 2009 Bishop David asked Terrie to leave St Francis and after a 

short while, she moved to the West Grimsby Team Ministry as priest of St 

Nicholas’ Church, Great Coates.  

 In June 2009 an extraordinary P.C.C meeting was held with our future very 

much in mind. It had been indicated by Bishop David that we were unlikely to get 

another priest in situ but it was agreed unanimously that St Francis Church must 

remain as “a worshiping presence” in the area and, a “Ten Points of Mission” plan 

was formulated. Once this had been decided, John Sharp organised a rota with 

the Deanery Clergy to try and maintain a pattern of two services a month offering 

Holy Communion, with the remaining services being a Service of the Word 

conducted by our own Lay Ministry team of Pat Ford, Carole Payne, John Sharp 

and Margaret Blades. Over the years we became overwhelmed with the level of 

clergy support we received and in the early days with the help of the Revd Derek 

Webster, Bishop John Brown, the Revd Louise Vincer and later with the help of 

the Revd Richard Holden, the Revd Paul Hunter, the Revd Daffyd Robinson and 

the Revd Nick Nawrockyi we were able to offer Holy Communion on most Sundays 

of the year. 

  



 On the 16th December 2011, St Francis celebrated its 50th Anniversary and a 

special celebration service was organised lead by the Archdeacon the Venerable 

Jane Sinclair and, included some of our ex-clergy and some special guests. 

 

 

Archdeacon Jane Sinclair pictured at our 50th Anniversary service with ex-clergy 

the Revd Canon John Thorold, the Revd Julian Dunn, the Revd George Parrott and 

guests. 

 

 

Elsie and Melissa, the oldest and youngest members of our congregation cut our 

celebration cake. 



  

 In 2015 the Bishop of Lincoln, the Rt Revd Christopher Lowson, introduced a 

new initiative within the Lincoln Diocese with aim of increasing the number of 

clergy. On Sunday the 17th January 2016, St Francis had a visitation from our new 

Archdeacon the Venerable Mark Steadman who wanted to review the parish and 

following this review, and a meeting with the P.C.C, were informed that after 

seven years St Francis could once again have its own dedicated priest.  

 On Monday 19th September 2016, after being possibly one of the worst 

kept secrets in Cleethorpes, the Revd Nick Nawrockyi was licenced Priest in 

Charge of St Francis by Bishop Christopher in the chapel at Edward King House 

which is next to Lincoln Cathedral. 

 

The Revd Nick Nawrockyi at his licencing by the Bishop of Lincoln. 

 

Nick with his two new churchwardens Margaret Blades and Nigel Mumby. 



 

 As a way of introducing himself to us and also for inclusion with the 

announcement on the Lincoln Diocese website, Nick wrote a short biography 

about himself which I have included. 

 

 



 

 On Thursday the 20th October 2016, the Bishop of Grimsby, the Rt Revd Dr 

David Court welcomed Nick to St Francis at a special service. 

 

Nick being welcomed by Bishop David at a special service held in St Francis 

Church. 

           

                     

Nick pictured with his special cake. 



 

           

Nick pictured with Bishop David and colleagues who came to support him at his 

Welcome Service.    

 In early 2015 St Francis launched its first website provided by the Diocese of 

Lincoln in the hope, that by using modern technology we may be able to link 

better with our local community. The website may be viewed using the link     

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/cleethorpes-st-francis/ . In October 2016 Nick 

took the idea further and launched our own website designed by himself. This can 

be viewed by using the link http://www.stfranciscleethorpes.com/ and we also 

gained a presence on social media with our own Facebook page which can be 

viewed using the link https://www.facebook.com/stfranciscleethorpes/ .  

 As we move into a new chapter in the history of St Francis I would like to 

finish with our Mission Statement which I think sums up what we have achieved 

over the past fifty – five years of our existence and hope to achieve in the future. 

As God’s family on this estate we aim to be an effective Christian 
presence by affirming our faith in the love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ, and 
by committing ourselves to share his Good News. 
 
In order to do this, we seek: - 
 

to develop our own spirituality through prayer, worship, study and the 
Sacraments; 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/cleethorpes-st-francis/
http://www.stfranciscleethorpes.com/
https://www.facebook.com/stfranciscleethorpes/


 
to develop our awareness of the needs of the community thus being enabled 
to offer support and encouragement; 
 
to use the building to its full potential as a community resource; 
 
to extend and develop lay participation in pastoral work; 
 
to commit ourselves, by prayer and action, to the wider work of the universal 
Church. 

 

To be continued …………………… 

                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix. 

      During a more thorough search of our parish archive I came across a box which 

had been placed there by Brian Robinson, one of our original churchwardens.  It 

contained a lot of information about the early days of St Francis which I will 

include here.   

     Firstly, was a copy of a letter written by the Revd E. A Harrison which was 

handed out around the estate in early 1961 and explains how the new church was 

to be funded. 

TO BEACON HILL RESIDENTS, 

                   Those of you who trade in St Peter’s Avenue, and elsewhere in 

Cleethorpes, will have seen the Collecting Boxes marked “St Francis Church, 

Beacon Hill”. The name “St Francis” has caught the imagination, and the 

inspiration of the name for this Church came from the Vicar.  

                There was a meeting held at Beacon Hill School on Thursday 16th March; 

and many residents of the Beacon Hill Estate attended, but those that did formed 

themselves into a Committee, and intend to get moving without delay. Spiritually 

as well as financially they intend to go ahead. You, my reader, can help in both 

ways, for remember “movements of constructive thought” always come from the 

few. By the time you read these notes, an excellent poster will have been erected 

on the site. Go there and have a look at it, and go do something about it. Talk is 

cheap, but actions speak louder than words! You may think quite rightly, “What 

have you done yourself?”. I am quite prepared to let anyone know, on condition 

that they themselves will do the same, since I have always held that if my religion 

costs me nothing, then it is worth as much. So this is a challenge to you, my 

reader. What I am concerned about this venture is that we have been compelled 

to borrow £3000 at 6% for 15 years, and this means that for the for 15 years we 

shall have to find a considerable sum of money each year in order to pay the 

interest and some of the capital. This could easily become a nightmare for any 

Vicar and Churchwardens, and surely there are parishioners and others who 

would be prepared to lend £10 or more, free of interest for 7 years. Your money is 

absolutely safe, and you would be helping forward God’s work of “eternal worth”. 

Either of the Churchwardens or the Vicar would give you further details, and 

likewise of the Covenant Subscription Scheme. I do trust and hope that as a 

Church we do not have to borrow any money for God’s work at Beacon Hill. Let us 

each look at our Bank Balance and ask ourselves “What can I lend or give to God, 

for His work at Beacon Hill?”. It is up to you! 

             I shall be out with the Accordion on the Estate, and likewise on the 

foreshore this season. It will mean yet more extra work, but remember what God 



has done for you, not merely in this world, but the promise of the world to come, 

to reign with all in glory. Can you ever do too much.  

       Also included was a page copied from the parish magazine which gives a brief 

outline of the proposed new St Francis Church. 

 

 



 Brian had also included some personal memories of St Francis written by 

himself and his wife Pat who still remains an active part of our congregation to 

this day. 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                 Pat Robinson 



            As Brian mentioned in his article the original building has seen lots of 

changes over the years one being the circles which decorate the wall behind the 

cross in the sanctuary. From a press article the origins of the circles are revealed. 

 

         Local artist Jim Easton was commissioned by the church committee to 

decorate the wall behind the altar as they felt it was rather bare and needed to be 

made a focal point of the church.  

         The pastel – coloured mural is intended to represent the Holy Trinity with 

the outside circles signifying Heaven, the sky and the Earth and within them are a 

yellow circle representing God the Father. A smaller circle based on the centre of 

the cross represents Jesus who was crucified and another smaller circle signifies 

the Holy Spirit, in front of which the wine goblet can be placed during Communion 

services. 

         The mural was dedicated by the Revd Julian Dunn before the wedding of his 

daughter Jane to Kenneth Perrin (pictured) on the 3rd of March, 1979. 

 



          The origins of the processional alter cross was also included in the archive by 

Brian. It was purchased by Marjorie Mason in memory of her parents and is seen 

here held by her 14-year son Alan who was a server at St Francis.  

          Also included in the box was a collection of articles and photographs which I 

also think are worthy of inclusion. 

 

Christmas time at St Francis. 

           

Father Edward Harrison standing in front of the newly opened church and a view 

of the early church garden. 

 



 

St Francis’s first choir stood in front of the altar with Father Edward Harrison.  

 

 

 

 

The carols by candlelight service which took place in 1975 with the Revd George 

Parrott. 

 

 



 

Our 25th Anniversary cake. 

 

 

  

The gathering of clergy at our 25th Anniversary Service, from the left the Revd 

Canon Richard Crookes, Revd Julian Dunn, Revd Canon John Thorald, Lay Reader 

Roderick Clark, Revd Marie Thorne and the Revd Derek Webster. 

 

 



 

 

 

Our 30th Anniversary cake. 



 


