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One thousand years is a long time.  Forty 
generations have come and gone in that time 
and the landscape changed almost beyond 
recognition. 
 
Back in 1002 when Burton Abbey was formed, 
this site was given to the Abbey.  Income from 
the manors of the Abbot's new “broom fields” 
(bromley) went to the Abbey and a priest 
provided to serve the community.  It was a good 
reciprocal arrangement and common at the 
time. 
 
Around the church and farming activity grew the 
community we know and celebrate today. 
 
In the year 2000, with the thought of the parish millennium in 2002 drawing near, a 
committee of church (St. Nicholas, The Sacred Heart and St. Mary & St. Anne's School) and 
community met and has since planned a year of celebration. 
 
This has involved amongst other things, an ecumenical procession of celebration throughout 
the whole village, the village players performing Dennis Potter's “Son of Man” in church, a 
village “Treasure Hunt”, Harvest Barn Dance, a commemorative plaque and the 
commissioning of this sculpture. 
 
Each generation makes a mark on the life and fabric of a parish church.  As the centuries go 
by buildings expand and contract and the inside is re-ordered this way and that. It was felt 
that in our day we needed to leave a sign which spoke of Christian hope and peace to all 
who came to St. Nicholas, both now and well into the 21st century. 
 
Sculptor Neil Wood from Stafford College was approached with a view to producing a piece 
of sculpture.  Public meetings followed at which all could share their ideas and aspirations for 
the message the work should convey to people who come to St. Nicholas in times of sorrow 
and joy, seeking and discovering. 
 
These thoughts can be summed up in the words of the liturgy “The peace of the Lord be 
always with you” and “Go forth in love and peace to serve the Lord”. 
 
The design “Walking Together”, which depicts Christ and a disciple walking together along 
life's path, was accepted and commissioned by the church council to celebrate the 1000th 
anniversary of the founding of the parish church in 1002.  It was made at Stafford College by 
Neil Wood, assisted by students at the college, during 2002 and erected in October 2002. 
 



As you look at the figures you are 
drawn into the relationship they have.  
Is the disciple being led along by 
Christ, seeking a guiding hand, or 
walking along in shared joy and 
fellowship?  You must decide!  Over 
time you may think differently as your 
mood and life’s circumstances change.  
Whichever way your contemplation 
takes you; as you leave the church, 
passing under the sculpture, 
remember that the unseen presence of 
Jesus Christ goes with you. 
 
This conviction has been at the heart 
of the Christian faith from the very 
beginning.  St. John records that on 
the night of his handing over and arrest Jesus promised his disciples that when he had gone 
from amongst them “the Father” would send another presence, “paraklaiton” in John's 
Greek, (para meaning parallel to you and klaiton suggesting one who is good for you), who 
would be with them forever.  This presence is best translated as being like a comforter, 
counsellor, helper, intercessor, advocate, strengthener and standby all rolled into one.  A 
mighty companion indeed! 
 
 

Our hope and prayer is that “Walking 
Together” may help you to know 
more clearly this presence, which 
Christ’s promised, for yourself. 
 
The work has been a partnership 
between Stafford College and 
St. Nicholas Church.  Funding has 
come from the proceeds of the 
special 2002 events and has 
achieved a “surplus”, which is to be 
given to St. Nicholas church fabric 
fund and 3rd world development 
projects, notably in Tanzania. 
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