
The Story of St. Nicholas’ Parish Church, Abbots Bromley 
 
More than sixty years before the coming of the 
Normans, Wulfric, Earl of Mercia, founded the 
Abbey of Burton.  “Bromleag” was one of 
seventy two manors which were endowed to the 
Abbey.  From this time on, until the dissolution 
of the monasteries in the reign of Henry VIII, the 
Abbots appointed priests to look after the 
spiritual needs of the village, which soon 
became known as Abbots Bromley. 
 
The church here, which was founded in 
1002 A.D., was in all probability a small shrine 
of wood and plaster.  The Normans then rebuilt in stone, though there is no visible evidence 
of this structure left today. 
 

In the twelfth century a new style of building 
was evolved.  This Gothic style with its pointed 
arches and slender pillars was in marked 
contrast to the round arches and massive 
structure of the Norman period.  Abbots 
Bromley Church was rebuilt in this style.  The 
church of about 1300 would have looked much 
as it does today, with the hexagonal pillars and 
the great East Window, but at that time the 
building was a whole arch longer than now and 
had a spire.  The old parts of the north wall and 
the north door date from this period. 

 
At this time Abbots Bromley was a busy market town and the first mention of the famous 
“Horn Dance” was made in 1226, probably danced in celebration of deer hunting rights given 
to villagers in the then nearby Needwood Forest.  The dance is the only survivor of its type in 
Western Europe.  The oldest of the antlers are about 900 years old and are Scandinavian in 
origin.  The antlers hang in the Hurst Chapel area all year and are only brought out for the 
village fete and Horn Dance Day, which is in September on the first Monday after the first 
Sunday after the 4th September. 
 
In 1500 repairs and further alterations were 
made.  The Gothic style had by now become 
higher and lighter and was known as 
Perpendicular.  Accordingly, the roof of the nave 
was raised and the clerestory windows added.  
The aisles were roofed separately, the outer 
walls of the church battlemented and the Lady 
Chapel was rebuilt in the perpendicular style. 
 
Like many churches in this area, notably the 
Cathedral of St. Mary and St. Chad at Lichfield, 
Abbots Bromley suffered during the turbulent 
days of the 17th Century Civil War.  We gather 
that by 1660 the church was almost in ruins, and later, on Wednesday 23rd November 1698, 
the spire collapsed and took the west end of the church with it. 



When repairs were finished in 1704 
the whole character of the church 
had changed.  The present tower 
with its circular windows, and the 
round arched window in the west 
wall are examples of this restoration 
in the Classical style.  Similar round 
arched windows were installed in the 
Lady Chapel and Hurst Chapel and 
replaced the beautiful great east 
window.  The floor had probably 
been raised about 100 years before this time and now box pews filled the church.  The 
beautiful and delicate Gothic structure was almost overshadowed by these repairs. 
 

In 1845, a time when the Victorians were very 
keen on medieval architecture, the church was 
restored under the supervision of Mr. Street of 
Oxford.  The dark box pews were taken out, the 
floor lowered to its original level and the 
windows rebuilt in the pointed arched style of 
the 13th century.  The Sanctuary was panelled 
in alabaster and a stone Altar set up on granite 
pillars. 
 
In recent times a lot of work has been done in 

repairing the church roof and other parts of the building.  In 2002, in celebration of the 
church's 1000th anniversary of its founding, a steel sculpture was commissioned and erected 
depicting Christ and a disciple walking together on the path of life. 
 
Throughout its long history Abbots Bromley Church has been a place of worship and private 
prayer.  Styles of architecture change, and fashions change, but we are united over the 
centuries in our worship of Jesus Christ who is the same yesterday, today and for ever. 
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