
Christ Church + Waltham Cross
The Stations of the Cross

Our Stations Of The Cross have been specially commissioned for Christ Church and designed and painted by
Michael Coles, an artist who has done many commissions in churches, both stained glass and paintings.
They are painted in acrylic paint on board. Our stations start to the left of the war memorial, and continue
around the walls of the church, ending by the Font.

Traditionally there are fourteen Stations depicting what happened to Jesus between his condemnation
before Pilate and his burial in the sepulchre. Here at Christ Church there is also a  Fifteenth Station
representing “The Resurrection” to remind us that one day with Jesus, we will know the joy of the
resurrection if we persevere to the end.

In addition to portraying the events of Good Friday our pictures incorporate local scenes – St.Albans,
Waltham Abbey & Waltham Cross – to remind us that the Good Friday events  are still relevant today.

The Stations Of The Cross were blessed and dedicated by The Right Reverend Christopher Foster, Bishop of
Hertford, On Holy Cross Day -15th September, 2002.

The Art Work
 The only place where black is used is for the Cross.
 The sky gets progressively darker – from light blue to almost black. In the Resurrection panel light

returns, radiating from the empty tomb in increasing circles of yellow and blue.
 In all the panels the unnamed and unknown people have no faces. This shows up better the faces of

characters whom we know from the Gospels.
 All the scenes are shown against a background of local buildings – St.Albans, Waltham Abbey &

Waltham Cross. This is a common feature of early paintings and emphasises the connections in place
and time between the Crucifixion and our own times.

Who’s Who
1 Jesus is condemned before Pilate: Behind Pilate is St. Albans Town Hall, its architecture inspired by

the Classical style of Roman buildings. The eagles are the emblems of Roman power. Behind Jesus, in
the distance, is St.Albans Abbey. In front of Jesus is bowl of water - a reference to Pilate washing his
hands of the affair. (Matthew 27.24)

2. Jesus accepts the Cross: The Roman soldiers are shown with their spears.
3. Jesus falls for the first time: The buildings of St.Albans form the background.
4. Jesus meets his mother: In the background is the Clock Tower at St.Albans
5. Jesus is helped by Simon of Cyrene: Simon of Cyrene, in deep blue, carries the cross. The other

figures are Alexander and Rufus, the sons of Simon. (Mark 15.21)
6. Veronica wipes the face of Jesus: Although not recorded in the scriptures, traditionally the cloth

which Veronica used was then imprinted with the face of Jesus. In the background is the Fighting
Cock, said to be one of the oldest pubs in St.Albans.

7. Jesus falls a second time: In the background is the Abbey. The kneeling donkeys allude to the
tradition that only the beasts recognised the divinity of Christ and knelt in front of him. Similar images
can be seen in the fresco of Sienna Cathedral.

8. The women of Jerusalem weep for Jesus: This event is described in the Gospel of St.Luke (Luke
23.27). In the background is the Abbey Gate.

9. Jesus falls a third time.
10. Jesus is stripped of his garments: Notice the dice in the foreground – Luke 24.34 and John 19.23
11. Jesus is nailed to the Cross: Against a very dark background we see the figures of Jesus, John and

Mary, his mother, and Mary Magdalene. (John 19.25)
12. Jesus dies on the Cross: Luke tells us that the us stopped shining and darkness covered the whole

country (Luke 24.44). Notice the lance which pierced Jesus’ side, and the sponge, soaked in cheap
wine, which the soldiers gave Jesus to quench his thirst.

13. Jesus is taken down from the Cross.
14. Jesus’ body is laid in the tomb.



15. The Resurrection: On the left are King Harold, who is
said to be buried at Waltham Abbey; King Edward 1st
and his wife Eleanor, who is offering the Eleanor Cross
to the Risen Christ.
On the right are King Charles 1st; St.Alban, holding the
palm of martyrdom and Amphibalus, the priest who
baptised Alban and for whom Alban stood in when the
Roman soldiers came to arrest him.
In the background: on the left, the brook and Christ
Church. On the right St. Albans Abbey.
In the foreground we see the women who prepared the
spices for Jesus’ body (Luke 24.55)


