WELCOME - BIENVENUE TO CHRIST CHURCH IN THE MANCHE, AVRANCHES, for Remembrance Sunday Evening prayer Nov 8th 2026

In the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, welcome to this evening’s Remembrance service. 

Introduction: In this evening’s service we will remember all those who have served and died or been injured in war. We will pray for those who today are victims of war, those who are displaced from their homes through violence or threats of violence and those who have become brutalized through witnessing war. And we will pray for wisdom and sustainability on those who work for peace and the healing of the nations.  
Let us pray
Gracious God, 
we heard you even in the sea of disorder 
and the darkness of the void, 
crying, ‘Light and life become! 
and all creation was begun.
We gather to praise you

Redeeming God, 
we heard you even in the sins of destruction 
and the night-time of sadness, 
crying, ‘Enough! Here is my Son: 
love and hope for the future!’
We gather to praise you

Inspiring God, 
we heard you even in the silence of sorrow 
and the anguish of pain, 
crying, ‘If God be for us, 
who can be against us!’
We gather to praise you

Hymn: 564 Praise to the Lord the Almighty 

Prayers of confession
Jesus saw the city and wept over it, because it did
not recognize the time of God’s coming. We confess our part in the self-centredness, blindness and sin of the life of our times. 

Lord God, our maker and our redeemer,
this is your world and we are your people:
come among us and save us.

We have wilfully misused your gifts of creation;
Lord, be merciful:
forgive us our sin.

We have seen the ill-treatment of others
and have not gone to their aid;
Lord, be merciful:
forgive us our sin.

We have condoned evil and dishonesty
and failed to strive for justice;
Lord, be merciful:
forgive us our sin.

We have heard the good news of Christ,
but have failed to share it with others;
Lord, be merciful:
forgive us our sin.

May almighty God,
who sent his Son into the world to save sinners,
bring you his pardon and peace, now and forever.  Amen.

Hymn: 111 Dear Lord and Father of mankind

COMMEMORATION
Friends, let us remember in silence before God, 
all those who have died in war.

The two minutes’ silence.

They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow old. 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
we will remember them.
We will remember them.

Psalm 46

Hymn 498 O God our help in ages past

Prayers of Intercession

Hymn written by David Jackson
(sung to “The Church’s One Foundation”)

1/ Lord Christ you are our brother
Our Saviour and our friend.
For love of one another,
To bring wars to an end,
Upon the cross of calv’ry
Your life you freely gave
To give to us the vict’ry,
And life beyond the grave.

2/ Today as we remember
Those who their lives did give,
May we agree for ever
To heal and to forgive.
To shun the call of warfare
That leads to death and pain
And pledge that we might ever
Toil that your peace may reign.

3/May leaders of all nations,
And teachers of all creeds,
Seek to repair relations
And meet each other’s needs.
May guns be turned to ploughshare
And bombs now cease to fall,
Lord Jesus hear our pray-er,
For love and peace with all.

The collect for today: 
God our refuge and strength, bring near the day when wars shall cease and poverty and pain shall end, that the earth may know the peace of heaven through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
First reading: Amos 5: 18-24

Second reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-end

Gospel reading: Matthew 25 1-13
This is the gospel of Christ; 
Praise to you O Lord.

Sermon: Being ready

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God:	
We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us
with power from on high.

We believe in one God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

604 Soldiers of Christ Arise
The Lord’s prayer 

Hymn 456 Make me a channel of your peace.

We say together: Father God, thank-you that neither death nor life nor neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from Your love that is in in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Go in peace to Love and serve the Lord
In the Name of Christ, Amen

May the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen

Notices, tea, coffee and cake!

