Being right with God – All Saints

Today is All Saints day – where we remember those who have gone before us and been Sainted for the lives they have led. In the past I have found talk of Saints to be a bit far removed from “normal life” that I lead, that it can feel a little irrelevant.  Not irrelevant to remember and be thankful for all the people who were made Saints – but who were this people?   As we look around some of the beautiful stained glass windows in some of our churches or remember these Saints on their days throughout the year - I start to wonder if they were really human?

So that brings me to the question – is it possible to be saintly and in a mess?  Did any of those Saints have problems in their lives.  Whilst I don’t know for sure, I can confidently say that I don’t think any human being is perfect, no matter how good they are, so I imagine that the Saints were also not perfect and had as much a need of God as we do.  Maybe that is why one of the criteria for being made a Saint is that you need to have been dead for at least five years.  By that time, people are often only remembered as being perfect.  Did you know that St Bede (one of the Northumbrian Monks) had to wait 1,164 years before being Sainted….

Do you have a favourite Saint? Amongst mine are, St Peter and St Paul - I gain a lot of comfort from reading their stories in the Bible and seeing that they didn’t always get things right. They doubted, messed up but yet they are there among the list of Saints. I don’t think Saintliness is about being perfect, but it’s about being right with God and living a life for God. Knowing your need of Him and relying on him for all you do – which is what Peter and Paul did after turning their lives around.

Being right with God and others is something that is really important to me. Are we ok? - is a phrase that I will often ask family, friends and God.  I have the type of personality where I like to be in a right place with others – so that I can be at peace and live a life that allows me to be me and to flourish.

In Jesus’ teaching today – we join him at the top of a mountain, overlooking lake Galilee, where he teaches his disciples the beliefs that should be at the core of their and our lives and ministry.  He reminds them that the principles and behaviours they should live by should always follow Kingdom, rather than earthly values.

The beatitudes may be one of Jesus’ teachings that may be familiar to you, but it is a passage that no matter how many times I study it, I find quite hard to get my head fully around.  I don’t think they are a list of things that we need to achieve, nor do I think that God only blesses those who are going through those circumstances.  To help us understand Jesus’ teaching we need to, very briefly (!) look at a bit of Greek and Hebrew. 

In the original New Testament Greek – rather than blessed, the word makarioi would have been used to start each of the Beatitude statements.  In Greek culture this word means “how fortunate” or “how lucky” – some of our Bible translations offer the word “happy” as an appropriate English translation. But at the time of teaching, Jesus would have been drawing from the Hebrew tradition of Psalm 1:1 where “happy” was used to describe being “right with God”.

So, rather than starting the beatitudes with blessed, it might help to use the phrase “right with God”
Right with God are the poor in spirit – for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven….
Rather than poor in spirit being a description of our inherent weakness, it describes an acknowledged need that should lie at the heart of each of our lives and expresses a need to rely on God rather than on ourselves.

Right with God are those who mourn – for in the depths of our grief we search for, and truly know and receive God’s comfort and peace.

Right with God are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  When we are aware of God’s mercy in our lives (of which there is much) we start to treat others the same way -  extending God’s love and mercy to them.
And so on……

These beatitudes – speak of the now and the not yet. For the kingdom of heaven is found in the present and the future – a present assurance of a future promise and a reality of peace in our lives now -no matter what each of us is going through.  A right relationship with God and one another may only be found in Christ and is something that is given – not earned.  





On All Saints Day we need to see that we are the saints – as unlikely as they may feel at times.  The beatitudes describe as “blessed” or “right with God”, the lives of those who struggle, and suffer, and know their weakness.  They are not restricted to the lives of Saints in stained glass – but the lives of people living today; learning to rely on God in their everyday successes and failures and working together for that day when God’s purposes will be finally revealed.

Our hope is not that we will live our lives like some imaginary successful life, but that we know ourselves accepted by God’s grace as members now of his family of saints – with our membership guaranteed not by what we have done for him, but by what he has done for us.

So today, we are challenged to live out our lives- confidently knowing that we are  children of God – as a response to what Christ has done for us, knowing that our present experience will be one of struggle, but always encouraged by the future hope of glory.

Amen





