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Pastoral
Letter

Susan writes December
 2026

Pastoral

My dear friends,
In November, we think about the season of remembering,
that follows hot on the heels of our harvest celebrations.
As I look ahead to those special events of All Souls’ and
Remembrance services, I find myself drawn to remem-
bering words associated with autumn. The first thing that
came to my mind was this:
Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness,
Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun;
Conspiring with him how to load and bless
With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run;

It’s the beginning of a famous poem that I had to learn at
primary school, written by John Keats, entitled “To Au-
tumn”.  Around the same time, we would sing, both in
church and in school:

We plough the fields and scatter
The good seed on the land
But it is fed and watered by God’s Almighty hand.

A more recent harvest hymn is this one – ask your
teenagers about this!

Cauliflowers Fluffy and cabbages green
Strawberries are sweeter than any I've seen
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Beetroots purple and onions white
All grow steadily day and night!
The apples are ripe, the plums are red.
Broad beans are sleeping in a blankety bed.

Poems and hymns help us to reflect. The poem and
songs allow us to mark the season of autumn and to
acknowledge the harvest. The hymn reminds us to thank
God for the beauty of this earth, but in particular for the
gifts of God’s creation.

As I write this letter, the sun is setting with a beautiful
golden light that enhances the beauty of the green leaves
upon which it falls. In this season of autumn and of
remembering, I am drawn to wonder and awe at the
natural world. As a singer, I am drawn into prayer and
praise, through old and new hymns and songs.

I wonder what you are grateful for? Recognising the good
gifts in our lives and practising gratitude is highly
recommended. When I was little, this might have been
called “counting your blessings”.  Perhaps sometimes,
your gratitude might be expressed as a prayer of thanks
to God, the creator of everything.

Whether you are a person of faith or not, I commend an
attitude of gratitude in this season.

Blessings, Susan



6

Benefice Diary
Saturday   7 Coffee and Chat   19
 Friday 13 Books and Banter             14
Saturday`  14 Quiz Night    25
Thursday 19 Gardening Club AGM  32
Saturday 21 Coffee Morning   22
Wednesday 25 Julian Meeting   10
Thursday 26 Holy Communion   26
Saturday 28 Coffee Morning   18
             Bingo and Fish'nChips  24
Sunday 29 Advent/Christingle                   26/28

   Carol-singing etc   30
Saturday   5 Coffee and Chat   19
Saturday 12 Christmas Crafts   39
Friday  11 Books and Banter   14

Every Monday
 (except Bank Holidays)  Greenway Gifts   20
                     Open Mondays  13

Every 2nd and 4th Thursday Community Choir
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Listening team

Greenway Benefice

Badgeworth, Shurdington
and

Witcombe with Bentham

LISTENING TEAM

Do you need someone to talk to?

Someone to pray with or for you?

We have a small, dedicated team of people ready to listen, and if

you would like,we can pray with you or for you.

Our support is for anyone, if you go to church regularly,
occasionally, used to or have never been. We are here to help.
Please contact our Churchwardens to arrange a visit.

Holy Trinity, Badgeworth - Paul Stanfield 01242 512926

St Mary’s, Witcombe - Sue Padfield 01452 862509

St Paul’s, Shurdington - Rev’d Susan Cooke
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Greenway Benefice
Churches

How to find us:
Holy Trinity Badgeworth

Church Lane
Badgeworth
Gloucester
GL51 4UL

(Registered Charity number 1209315)

St Paul’s Shurdington
School Lane
Shurdington
Cheltenham
GL51 4TF

St Mary* the Virgin Witcombe with Bentham
Great Witcombe

Gloucester
GL3 4TS*

*turnings off Ermin Way or Birdlip Hill

You can also see more information on A Church Near
You.
Simply type “A Church Near You Badgeworth” or “A
Church Near You Shurdington” or “A Church Near You
Witcombe” into your search engine.
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Useful Phone

*at Chequers Road, Gloucester:
Collections and Sale of furniture, electrical goods etc.

Useful Phone Numbers:
Furniture Recycling Warehouse 01 452 331 333
Removal of Bulky Waste 01 684 29501 0
Glos Highways 0800 0 51 4 51 4
Faulty Streetlights 0800 0 51 4 51 4
Police (non-emergency) 1 01
1 01 is 1 5p, the local call number is 01 452 726920
Fire/Police/Ambulance 999
(emergency only)
NHS ‘Out of Hours’ 08454 220220
NHS Help line 111
Adult social services and
District nurses 01 452 328224
Samaritans 11 61 23
Citizens Advice 01 452 527202
Children’s social services 01 452 32821 3
CARE direct 0800 444000
Electricity Power Loss 0800 328 1111
Water Services & 0800 783 4444
Emergencies
Gas Emergency 0800 111 999
Emmaus* 01 452 41 3095
*at Chequers Road, Gloucester:
Collections and Sale of furniture, electrical goods etc.

Julian Meeting
Meeting in silence with God

Please do join us for 30 minutes of silent prayer followed by a
cup of tea together.

Time: 2:30pm Wednesday November 25th
Place: 52 Lambert Avenue, Shurdington. GL51 4ST

Ian & Wendy Davies (01242 861293)
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Shurdington

Churchwarden Mr Andrew Spence (01 242) 8621 01
PCC Secretary Mrs Lisa Pearson (01 242) 862538
PCC Treasurer          Mr Mark King   (01242) 862505
Gift Aid Officer
Sacristan Mr Andrew Spence (01 242) 8621 01
Church Flowers Mrs Helen King (01 242) 862505
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Lisa Pearson (01 242) 862538
Mothers’ Union Mrs Janet Holmes      (01242) 862989
Church Hall Lettings
Verger
Parish Council Clerk John Kay               07841204404
Shurdington Pre School Kelly Clifford 0786781 3627
Gardening Society Mr. G. Woodruffe 07792269353
Scout Group  Mrs Louise Slee

15thcheltenhamscoutgroup@gmail.com
Shurdington Sports Club Mr J Barnfield (01 242) 862826
Friendship Club Mrs Maureen West (01 242) 863991
Children’s Society Mrs Helen King (01 242) 862505

In time of illness if you would like a visit and / or to be
remembered in prayer, or to a refer a patient to the hospital
Chaplaincy, please contact Sue Padfield (01 452) 862509.

Three in One Magazine
Editor John Cummins

07795849688
e-mail address: editor3in1 @gmail.com

Business Manager Ian Davies tel (01 242) 861 293
email: iandavies@pobox.com

Shurdington church and
village organisations
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Churchwardens Mrs Sue Padfield (01 452) 862509
Mrs Lynne Cooper 07747 630047

PCC Secretary Mrs Sue Padfield (01 452) 862509
PCC Treasurer/Gift Aid Officer Mr Jon Frewin     07808 912217
Verger Mrs Jane Bell (01 452) 862558
Captain of Bells   Vacancy
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Lynne Cooper          07747 630047
Magazine Coordinator Mrs Sue Padfield (01 452) 862509
Village Hall Enquiries Custodian                                       0751 8 1 37635
Witcombe Social Fundraisers Mrs Christine Dyer       (01 452) 862399

Witcombe Under 5s Kyla Hill thevictoria@btinternet.com
Churchwardens        Mr Roger Brown             07771882475
   Mr Paul Stanfield         (01242) 463626
PCC Secretary Mrs Antoinette Wilson      (01452) 856907
PCC Treasurer
Gift Aid Officer Mr Roger Brown                         07771882475
Sacristan
Verger Mrs Rachel Cottell (01 452) 71 5034
Captain of Bells Mr David Turner (01 452) 71 2302
Electoral Roll Officer Mr Roger Brown   07771882475
Parish Council Clerk Mrs H.L. Jones 078400731 43
Village Hall Mrs Rachel Cottell (01 452) 71 5034
Church Flowers Mrs Diana Brown 07887791230

BadgeworthWitcombe & Bentham

Witcombe & Bentham
church and village

organisations

Badgeworth church and
Village organisations
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Open Mondays at
Shurdington Community Centre

Century Hall from 11am – 4pm
Open every Monday.

Refreshments
No charge and all are welcome.

Newspapers, jigsaws, table tennis, charge your phone or
just have a chat.
Between 2pm and 4pm, there will be a family film show-
ing on our cinema system.
Play facilities for children and on the last Monday of the
month, an NHS run Baby Hub.

Supported by: Shurdington Parish Council, Tewkesbury
Warm Spaces

Community Fund, Gloucester Thriving Communities,
National Grid Community Matters

Gloucestershire Community Foundation

All welcome

Open Mondays
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BOOKS & BANTER
Shurdington book club

Where: in Beauty and the Teacup
When: 6pm

 SECOND Friday of the month
           13th November 11th December

New members are always welcome.

If you’d like to join, please email
revsusancooke@gmail.com
or ask Wendy Lovett in Beauty and the
Teacup or just come along!

All welcome! Susan & Wendy.

Books and Banter
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 as a place for quiet reflection.
Whether it’s just an escape from the busy world, or somewhere
to feel closer to God, . Services are held at
least three Sundays every month, more during special seasons.
Whether you attend regularly or not, the church is here for all
your big events in life - 

. As well as a sacred space for buri-
als, it is a haven for wildlife, and a quiet place to enjoy nature.
It’s more than just the building –  - we
try to be a  community, and a source of  for all.
We still organise regular coffee mornings, a , and
other , open to everyone.  Our clergy and some
members of the congregation provide a  for any-
one who needs it.  As a benefice (with Witcombe and Badge-
worth churches) we set up a weekly non-referral during
Covid which is still needed by local people. St Paul’s provides the
hall and storage space for this at no cost, so all donations and
grants can be spent on food.

Our regular congregation is small, and we are no longer able to
meet our annual costs – 
on running the church and churchyard, and we have only limited
reserves – our auditor has warned that these will be exhausted in
a very few years. We are part of , but they

 -on the contrary, we are
asked annually to contribute substantially towards the cost of the

St Paul’s church
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diocese as well as paying for the maintenance and running cost of
the church itself

At the last census there were just under 1000 households in the
village -  from each of those would go a
long way towards solving our problem, though we recognise that
many people may be already giving as much as they can afford

.  Many of the
maintenance tasks that used to be carried out by volunteers now
have to be paid for, as our main congregation is getting older.

-
-
-
-

email greenway.bswb.office@gmail.com
Have a word with Revd Susan
or Revd Daniel (contact numbers
in the parish magazine and on our
 achurchnearyou pages)

Scan this barcode to make
a one off or regular donation:
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St Paul’s, Shurdington
Churchyard

In order to protect this important and beautiful churchyard we politely
request that everyone adhere to the following principles.

● All waste should be disposed of in the bins provided.
● Kerb stones, fencing, stone chippings and statues are not

permitted.
● Artificial flowers are not permitted.
● Flowers may only be placed in a non-glass removable

container that has been sunk into the ground.
● Trees, shrubs, or bushes are not permitted to be planted in any

grave.
● The Parish priest, Churchwardens or whoever is authorised by

the PCC to look after the churchyard is permitted to remove
unsightly flowers and any items not permitted.

Please be aware that we will have to remove items that are not
permitted under these regulations.

If you have any of these items in the churchyard please could you
collect when you are able.

We will be clearing any remaining items on 25/07/2026.
They will be stored for collection until 09/01/2027

Thank you
Churchwardens & P.C.C.

A full copy of churchyard regulations can be
obtained by application to the Churchwardens
or the Benefice office.
They are also available on the Diocese of
Gloucester website or by following the QR
code.
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Coffee Morning

4th SATURDAY
COFFEE

MORNINGS
SHURDINGTON CHURCH

HALL
10am to Noon

28th NOVEMBER

RAFFLE, BOOKS, PLANTS,
COFFEE, CAKE, BRIC-A-

BRAC

IN AID OF THE REFURBISHMENT OF
THE CHURCH  HALL
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Sat 7th Nov
Sat 5th Dec

10am-12noon
Badgeworth Village Hall

Coffee and home-made cakes, good company,
a raffle & the morning papers.

Please bring items for the
Foodbank box.

A community event
organized by

Holy Trinity Church
and sponsored by

Badgeworth Village Hall

Coffee and chat
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GREENWAY COMMUNITY
CHOIR

If you enjoy singing and
would like to sing with oth-
ers, why not come along to
this local choir?

2nd and 4th Thursdays at 7pm, for one hour,
in the Church Hall, School Lane, Shurding-
ton
There is no charge, although donations towards run-
ning the choir would be welcome, if you feel able.
This choir is for everyone and anyone, whether you
can sing or not, whether you can read music or not, all
voices. Singing is great for our physical and mental
health, and a lovely way to make new friends. Under
18s are welcome, but they must be accompanied by
an adult.  Enquiries to revsusancooke@gmail.com, or
just come along!

MEETING DATES FROM SEPTEMBER 2026:
10th Sep, 24th Sep, 8th Oct, 22nd Oct, 12th
Nov, 26th Nov, 10th Dec, AND 17th Dec -
choir bring a friend carols party!

Greenway choir
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BENTHAM CHURCHYARD

CAN YOU
HELP?

The PCC of St Mary's Church is responsible for
the upkeep of the Churchyard at Bentham,
where many local people have relatives
buried, and it is important to keep it looking
good.
We should be very grateful for some help with
mowing – we have a rota with some generous
volunteers, but we could do with more to
lighten their load. If you think you could help
or would like more information, please
contact Sue Padfield (Churchwarden) on
01452 862509 or suepadfield@btinternet.com

Bentham churchyard
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Simple
Holy Communion
We will be offering a simple
Holy Communion service
On the 4th Thursday of the

Month
2pm at St Paul’s church,

Shurdington

Everyone is welcome

Simple Holy Communiom
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ALL WELCOME at
ANOTHER FUN EVENING at WITCOMBE

BINGO & FISH'nCHIPS

Witcombe with Bentham Village Hall GL34TB

on Saturday, 28th November, 7pm

CHRISTMAS-THEMED PRIZES✶RAFFLE✶BAR

Tickets £13, £8 under 12, £38 Family (2+2 under 12)

Contact Christine 01452 862399
christinedyermmx@btinternet.com
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in aid of Holy Trinity Church funds

Ticket includes refreshments and 2 strips of
raffle tickets.

Please contact: Paul Stanfield on
07989358683 pauljstanfield@gmail.com

Quiz night
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ADVENT SUNDAY SERVICE

29th November 10am
Please come along to a service to celebrate the

start of Advent.
Singing traditional
Advent carols,
lighting our first
candle on the Advent
Wreath, and thinking
about our journey
towards Christmas.
Music will be
supported by

Greenway Community Choir.
All are welcome to Shurdington Church of England
Primary School, for worship, with good access for buggies
and wheelchairs, and refreshments afterwards.

Hosted by Greenway Benefice (Church of England), Chapel, Shurdington
Church of England Primary School and other local Christian friends.

Advent Sunday
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Season of Remembering
ALL SOULS’ SERVICE

Sunday 1st November at 3pm
St Mary’s, Witcombe for all three parishes

All welcome as we remember those we have loved and
lost, recently or in years past.

~~~~~~~~~~
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

8th November
8am St Mary’s Holy Communion

9:30 St Paul’s Service for Remembrance Sunday

*10:50am Holy Trinity Holy Communion with
Act of Remembrance

*10:55am St Mary’s All-Age Worship with Act
of Remembrance

*PLEASE NOTE EARLIER START TIMES FOR
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY ONLY

Remembrance
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A CHRISTINGLE SERVICE

MAKE YOUR OWN CHRISTINGLE

Sunday, 29th November, 3pm

WITCOMBE VILLAGE HALL

ALL WELCOME

Suitable for all ages, good access and facilities for buggies
and wheelchairs. Seasonal refreshments afterwards.

Christingle
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Christmas Colouring Competition
2026
Closing date 10th November 2026
Please join in the competition and share it with your family and
friends. There are small prizes for every entry and winners
from each community will win a special prize.

Open to children from 3-18 years.
We need a colourful Christmas picture that we can use on this
magazine or our church Christmas card; something about the
birth of the baby Jesus, rather than Father Christmas. After all,
Jesus is the reason for the season...
TO ENTER: Fold an A4 sheet of paper in half (landscape
mode), ask children to create their art work on one half of the
paper, and write these details on the other half:
Child's name (please make sure we can read it)
Child's age
Name of their group (school, preschool, Meadows,
Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, chapel etc)
Name of parent/carer/group leader to confirm that it is all
their own work.
If the child is not part of a group, but lives in one of the
villages, please include contact details so we can notify
prize winners.
Their picture needs to be with me by Tuesday 10th
November. Late entries may not be included in judging. You
can place entries in the post box at the church hall on School
Lane. You can give entries to Revd Dan or me. Entries from
school and nurseries will be collected on 10th.
Thank you and get colouring/drawing/creating!  Revd
Susan.

Christmas card competition
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Carol  services
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CHRISTMAS WREATHS

ST PAUL’S FLOWER GUILD

£9.50 EACH

PLEASE ORDER FROM HELEN KING

01242 862505

Christmas Wreaths
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SHURDINGTON
&

BADGEWORTH
GARDENING

SOCIETY

The gardening year is coming to the end, although it is
not yet finished.  There are still plenty of jobs to do, such
as protecting tender plants from frost and planting bulbs
for the spring.  The birds still need feeding, and bird
baths kept clean.
After the year we have had we need to ensure we can
collect as much rainfall as possible.

Our final meeting of the year is on the 19th  November
and is our AGM followed by a Colour and Texture in the
garden talk by Duncan Coombs.
Stay safe keep gardening

Janette Willis (Secretary)

Gardening Society

Some Quotes
Love cannot survive without a sense of humour. Laughter is the
spark that keeps relationships alive and can create lasting
memories. Famous writers and historical figures have left us with
many statements about love that will leave you smiling.
Helen Gurley Brown
"Love doesn't drop on you unexpectedly; you have to give off
signals, sort of like an amateur radio operator."
Albert Einstein
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As remarked on in last month’s 3in1, although 1976 is mainly re-
membered as the year of heatwave and drought it also encom-
passed many other memorable events and activities. In deed,
1976 left an imprint that still resonates today.

Harold Wilson (remember him?) unexpect-
edly resigned as Prime Minister on 16th March and James Calla-
ghan took over the office on 5th April. Jim Callaghan had an
avuncular, calming manner that seemed appropriate to the sum-
mer lull. Voters called him Sunny Jim.

The 1976 sterling crisis was a currency crisis in the United King-
dom. James Callaghan’s Labour Government had to borrow $3.9
billion (equivalent to GBP £36.4 billion today) from the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) while implementing significant
spending cuts, At the time this was the largest loan ever to have
been requested from the IMF.
 The Labour chancellor, Denis Healey, was not one of the worri-
ers. In the summer of 1976, after several exhausting months try-
ing to defend his economic policies and the value of the pound,
he went on holiday for most of August. He left sticky London be-
hind and drove to Ullapool to relax. “Not a drop of rain,” he
wrote in his memoirs, “even in the Highlands.” That first night, he
was repeatedly woken by phone calls from Whitehall - the pound
was collapsing again. The hotel had only one phone, so the chan-
cellor stood in a hallway with a coat over his pyjamas, authorising
the Bank of England to spend “up to $150m” (about £750m now)
to buy sterling. The
intervention worked: the pound stopped falling. Healey went
back to bed and continued with his holiday.

1976



34

….. On 5th August Big Ben suffered internal
damage and stopped working for over nine months. On 2nd Feb-
ruary, the Queen officially opened the National Exhibition Centre
in Birmingham. On 5th September The Muppet Show premièred
on ITV, quickly becoming a family favourite. Other new British TV
shows included Rippng Yarns, (Michael Palin & Terry Jones) Open
All Hours (Ronnie Barker & David Jason) and I, Claudius (Derek
Jacobi).

21st January – Emma Bunton, pop singer (Spice Girls)
8th February – Abi Titmuss, television presenter and model
23rd March – Chris Hoy, Olympic gold medal-winning cyclist
8th May – Ian “H” Watkins, pop singer (Steps)
14th May – Martine McCutcheon, actress and singer
6th June – Ross Noble, comedian
14th June – Alan Carr, comedian and broadcaster
8th July – Ellen MacArthur, yachtswoman
14th July – Geraint Jones, cricketer
19th July – Benedict Cumberbatch, English actor
23rd October – Cat Deeley, television presenter
12th December – Dan Hawkins, rock guitarist (The Darkness)

Richard Dawkins released “The Selfish Gene”, a work that would
go on to influence scientific thought for generations. Jeffrey Arch-
er published “Not a Penny More, Not a Penny Less).
Kingsley Amis published “The Alteration.”
Terry Pratchett released his first novel, “The Dark Side of the
Sun”.
1976 also marked the publication of “Sleeping Murder,” the final
Miss Marple story by Agatha Christie, released posthumously.
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British driver James Hunt won the 1976 Formula One World
Championship by a single point from Austrian driver Niki Lauda.

Computer was founded by Steve Jobs and Steve Wozniak
on April 1, 1976. That was the time to buy their shares - if only we
had known …… !

was officially registered as a company on 26th Novem-
ber 1976.

 bicentennial celebrations culminated on Sunday,
July 4, 1976, with the 200th anniversary of the adoption of the
Declaration of Independence.
Jimmy Carter defeated incumbent Gerald Ford on 2nd 37 Novem-
ber to become the 39th U.S President

 the longtime leader of China, Chairman of
the Chinese Communist party and founder of the Peoples Repub-
lic of China, died on 9th September 1976 at the age of 82, follow-
ing a period of ill health.

: A massive earthquake with a magnitude of
7.5, hit Tangshan, China, on 28th July1976, causing catastrophic
loss of life. The death toll, thought to be one of the largest natu-
ral disasters in recorded history , was officially reported as
242,000 persons, but it may have been as high as 655,000 accord-
ing to Wikipedia. Most of the fatalities resulted from the collapse
of unreinforced masonry where people were sleeping. homes

 A series of police crackdowns took place as protests
against apartheid erupted in Soweto, a township just outside Jo-
hannesburg, where black students and adults were protesting
against the segregated educational system in the country. At
least fifty people were killed, and hundreds more wounded, when
police opened fire.

: An Air France flight from Tel Aviv to Paris was
hijacked on 27th June when Palestinian and German militants di-
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verted the plane to Entebbe, Uganda. Non-Jewish and non-Israeli
passengers were freed but over 100 Israeli and Jewish passengers
remained trapped on board. Israeli commandos flew over 4,000
km to Uganda neutralising the 7 hijackers and successfully rescu-
ing the hostages on 4th July 1976 .

 spacecraft successfully landed on Mars on July 20,
sending back the first clear pictures of the planet.

 ? Share your
memories in an article for the 3in1 magazine. The editor will be
delighted to receive any contributions !
Geoff Pilgrim-Morris.
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BEING ECO CHURCH
Winter Homes for wildlife

This month’s topic from A Rocha is homes for wildlife. As win-
ter creeps in, homes are really important for all of us. God calls
us to give nature a home, too.
Here are some ways to help  -  even if you don’t have a gar-
den, you might consider a bird feeder on a windowsill or balco-
ny.
Start feeding the birds again
The RSPB recommends feeding birds seasonally and safely to
reduce the spread of trichomonosis. Put out bird food and wa-
ter on a regular basis through autumn and winter. Birds need
high-energy, high-fat foods during cold weather. Seeds and
peanuts should only be fed between November and April. Al-
ways adjust the quantity given to the demand, and never allow
uneaten foods to build up. Food in feeders should be eaten in
one to two days, and suet balls eaten within seven days. When
refilling, remove any old food first.
Help hedgehogs prepare for hibernation
Hedgehogs are one of the UK’s most loved animals, but num-
bers are dropping as we build on more land. Efficient winter
nests are essential if hedgehogs are to survive hibernation. In
the wild they begin to collect dry leaves, grass, bracken, reeds
etc. in the autumn and use these materials for building their
own nests at the bottom of hedgerows, fallen logs or piles of
brushwood. These hibernacula prove to be surprisingly water-
proof and good insulation against the cold.
Most gardens have a supply of the materials mentioned above
and suitable sites for nests – gaps under sheds, compost
heaps, shrubs and piles of leaves or behind stacks of logs and
under spare building materials. In these circumstances, if
hedgehogs want to spend a winter here, they should be able to
get on and build their own shelters. However, you may like to
provide a ready-made hedgehog house, especially if your gar-
den is more formal.

Being ECO Church
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Make a log shelter for insects
Putting together a log pile will create a village for all things
creepy and crawly. In turn, this busy community will attract
birds, hedgehogs and frogs looking for food. You can scatter
individual logs around the garden, but concentrating the logs
together will attract more wildlife.
Plant a tree
All trees will create a whole ecosystem for wildlife, but fruit
trees are particularly good. One apple tree can become a vital
part of your garden ecology, providing homes for earwigs, spi-
ders, moths, beetles, birds and much more. Fruit trees develop
hollows and crevices, decaying wood and fungi earlier than
other trees (around 50 years compared with 300 for an oak),
which means they’re also a ‘priority habitat’ for rare species.
Introduce a water feature
Autumn and winter are great times to introduce a water feature
to your garden. Amphibians like newts, frogs and toads use
water as shelter and breeding grounds when spring arrives.
Butterflies get valuable minerals and salts from slightly muddy
water, and birds use water to bathe and remove parasites. It is
important to keep the water topped up during the chilly winter
months as sources of water can become frozen and more diffi-
cult to find. To make it as appropriate as possible, ensure your
water source is shallow with gradual and rough-textured edges.
This will mean that anything that climbs in can get out again.

Find more details at
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/feeding-birds-near-you
https://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/hedgehog-homes/
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/help-wildlife-cold
https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/help-hedgehogs/
https://www.bbowt.org.uk/actions/how-make-log-shelter
https://mycoronationgarden.org/blog/alice-whitehead/15-reasons-
plant-fruit-tree-0
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CHRISTMAS CRAFTS

- make or buy

Saturday, 12th December 10am - 4pm

WITCOMBE VILLAGE HALL GL34TB

Christmas ¬Wreath-making¬
 ¬Table decorations¬Cards¬ Decorations¬Crochet etc.

Christmassy drinks, Cakes, Mince pies, etc

Christmas Crafts



Michael Hannis
Tree work
Firewood

Stump grinding
Forestry

Tel: 07555 373817

Mail: michaelhannis@hotmail.com

BEDDING PLANTS POT PLANT
ALL AVAILABLE IN SEASON

HANGING BASKETS SHRUBS PERENNIALS

Greenway Nurseries
LANDSCAPING ORNAMENTS

BAGS OF POTTING COMPOST, COAL AND FIREWOOD
(Open 7 days a week)

Opposite Badgeworth Lane 01242 862248

Bob Wright
TAILORED REMEMBRANCE

Local Independent Civil Funeral
Celebrant

Home Visits to Suit Your Requirements
Enhanced DBS Checked /C &Guilds

CALL :07368 925505



George Yearp
Ground and Gardening
Services 07908 131194

Lawns Hedges
Garden Maintenance

Tree Pruning Landscaping &
Groundwork

JOYCE BROOKS LINGERIE
Of Cheltenham

01242 524706 (leave a message)Telephone and
Postal Service for Pyrenean Wool Dressing Gowns

info@joycebrookslingerie.com
www.joycebrookslingerie.com



N.T. Boothroyd
Plumbing and Heating Engineer

All Plumbing & Heating Work Undertaken
Gas Safe Registered &Over 25 Years of Experience

√ Boiler & Fire Servicing
√ Landlord Certificates & Safety Checks
√ System Cleaning By Power Flushing
√ Complete Central Heating Systems
√ Radiators & Thermostatic Valves
√ Tap Washers & Ball Valves
√ Taps, Toilets, Baths, Basins & Sinks
√ Shower Installations
√ Leaks, Burst Pipes & Pipe Lagging

No Job too small please give me a call!
Tel: 01242 323025 Tel: 01452 552192 Mobile: 07816 103709

J.P. Townsend Son
Est.1 963

We purchase Furniture, Books, Bric-a-Brac

Tools, Gardenalia, Old Motorbikes, Mopeds Bicycles
A complete bereavement house clearance service

Ullenwood Park Farm, Ullenwood
01242 870169/870223 – 07768 086844



Shurdington Road
Shurdington

GL51 4XJ
(behind the green fence)

Cars, Vans and Motorhomes Serviced
Free local collection and delivery.
Courtesy car or van available
MOTs, exhausts, tyres and batteries.
Van and car sales.

01242 862860
www.coswold-vancentre



APP
General Building Solutions

Witcombe Mobile : 07762007815
Tel: 01452 552144

Discount for O.A.P. s
www.appgeneralbuilding.co.uk

Email: aliperry@blueyonder.co.uk

Kitchens
Bathrooms
Chimneys
Fireplaces

Ali Perry
of

Witcombe

All jobs considered
References

available
Professional work

Mike Court
Chartered Architect

Local Architects and Interior Designers based in Shurdington.
Planning a project? Let’s Talk

Tel: 01242 384230
Architecture Interior Design Planning Energy-Efficient Homes

enquiries@greenfuturearchitects.co.uk
www.greenfuturearchitects.co.uk



Cheltenham
Antique

Market
Over 300 Chandeliers- Always in stock

Italian • French • Dutch • English

54 Suffolk Road, Cheltenham, GL50 2AQ

Tel 07973 831877

Shire Cars Ltd
www.shirecars.com

01242 861111
MOT & All make servicing centre
WE OFFER: FREE COLLECTION OF
YOUR CAR
Diagnostics from £20:00
Car Servicing from £99:00
All mechanical work
Brakes |Exhaust |A/C Regas
Welding | Batteries |Cambelts
Main Road Shurdington GL51 4XF
Opposite The Bell



SHURDINGTON
NEWS

Tel: 01242 862927
Your Friendly Convenient Store

Off licence, Newspapers, Lottery.
Fresh Fruit & Vegetables,
Household Goods & DIY

and a wide range of goods at competitive prices
Monday to Saturday 6:30am to 7pm

Sunday 7am to 6pm
2, The Yarnolds, Shurdington. GL51 4SH

SHURDINGTON GARAGE
SHURDINGTON

CHELTENHAM GL5I 4XJ
For

M.O.T.s
MO.T. Repairs

Mechanical Repairs
Servicing, Welding, Tyres
Exhausts and Batteries

Tel: 01242 862339
Open 6 days a week
Competitive Prices



MAINE PLUMBING AND
TILING

All Domestic Plumbing and Tiling catered for
Including Bathroom & Shower Installations,
Radiators, Taps, Leaks etc.,
Home & Garden Maintenance
Quality, Reliability and a Tidy Job Assured
Competitive Prices with a Friendly Service
Call Maine for Free Advice
And a no obligation quotation on
01242 521368
24hr Emergency
Mobile 07729 732756

JOHN HARTLAND
FIREWOOD LOGS & KINDLING

Delivered-small and large loads
07811 340975 01684 275859

www.glosfirewood.co.uk
Mobile firewood processing unit,

log splitting service,
tractor hedge trimming and bailing

We offer weekly, fortnightly and spring cleaning
also tenancy and moving house.

£17 per hour. All cleaning supplies provided.
Ironing and laundry £1.25 per item bedding priced separately. Washing

and drying £7 per load.
Hangers and cover provided and recycled.

Please contact Gayle on 07921 910986 / 01242 863906



Cafe ●Hair●Beauty

Beauty and the
Tea-cup

Beauty, Hair and Tea Rooms all under one roof.
Take away, telephone orders, friendly & fun.

4 Yarnolds, Shurdington
07786 986002

Beautyandtheteacup.co.uk

Beauty&
TheTeacup

Mowing the lawn getting difficult?
Give me a call on 01452 855660

or text me on 07541 573167.
Mowing, strimming, overgrowth cut back, fallen leaves cleared –

those jobs you hate doing.
Rob Poole, 11 Stansby Crescent, Churchdown.



• Locks, hinges and handles
• Structures and glass panes
• Sealed units and glass replacements
• Window and Door repair &

replacement

HAVE YOUR WINDOWS STEAMED UP???
We will replace your broken down units and

NOT the frames, saving you time, money
and hassle.
Find out how much you can save, get in

touch with The Windoor Workshop to discuss
the options in more detail and get a quote
today.

With over 35 years experience in the industry and covering the
whole of Gloucestershire, we deliver the best service at
affordable prices.

01242 358 019 | 07787148140
paul@windoorworkshop.co.uk www.windoorworkshop.co.uk

Bamfurlong Lane, Cheltenham,
GL51 6SL 01452 713124
flowers@dundrynurseries.co.uk
www.dundrynurseries.co.uk

Your local family run garden
centre

Visit us for home-grown bedding and vegetable plants,
locally sourced shrubs, trees & perennials,

houseplants & pots, a wide range of compost &
sundries and a varied selection of seeds

Open 7 days

COFFEE SHOP



One of the most exciting activity centres
in the country with indoor and outdoor

aerial adventures for all abilities!

LOW & HIGH ROPES • FUN WALLS • CLIMBING

Pop in to our welcoming CAFE BAR - indoor & patio seating -
range of delicious hot and cold drinks and food - perfect ‘pit
stop’ if passing by - neighbours, walkers and dogs welcome!

270 Climbing Park Bentham Lane, Witcombe,
Gloucester GL3 4UD

t 01242 655 270 e info@270climbing.com w 270climbing.com

Polly’s Place – Up Hatherley New Local
A Stylish, Comfortable Home from Home

Holiday Let

A beautifully presented detached house
Quiet road, with a south-facing garden
2 double bedrooms
New bathroom (Feb 26) with walk-in
shower
Downstairs WC
Complimentary toiletries
Sorry, no pets
Airbnb or direct bookings welcome

For more information, please contact Sarah
Phone 07751878076 Email saraheparfitt@yahoo.co.uk



Jane Lee

Beauty Therapist
Environ Facials

Eyebrow shaping and tinting
Evelash tinting

Manicures
Pedicures

Waxing
Hairdressing available.

07702. 270554
janejohn21@hotmail.co.uk

ASH-GAS
PLUMBING & HEATING

ashley@ashgas.net 07969 953 087

All domestic gas and plumbing works, Central heating repair and
service, Boiler breakdowns, Bathrooms and general property

maintenance Undertaken.





2026 Benefice Worship Pattern   
1st Sunday of the month  

8am St Paul’s BCP* Holy Communion
9:30 St Paul’s Worship
11am Holy Trinity Worship
11am St Mary’s Worship 

2nd Sunday of the month  
8am St Mary’s BCP* Holy Communion 
9:30 St Paul's Worship 
11am Holy Trinity Holy Communion 
11am St Mary's All-age Worship 

3rd Sunday of the month 
9:30 St Paul’s Holy Communion 
11am Holy Trinity BCP* Morning Worship
11am St Mary’s Holy Communion

*These services use the Book of Common Prayer as their basis
4th Sunday 10.30am Benefice Holy Communion 

January, April, July, October at Holy Trinity Badgeworth 

February, May, August, November at St Mary’s Great Witcombe

March, June, September, December at St Paul’s Shurdington

4th Thursday at 2pm Said Holy Communion at St Paul’s

5th Sunday Benefice Service at 10am “Let’s Worship”
usually in Shurdington Church of England Primary School

DON’T FORGET TO LOOK AT OUR NOTICEBOARDS AND ONLINE 
FOR SEASONAL SERVICES SUCH AS CHRISTMAS, EASTER, 
HARVEST ETC.
Find us on social media on Facebook: @GreenwayChurches 



              

SHURDINGTON CHURCH HALL
School Lane, Shurdington

Lettings for groups and private functions.
Rates £25 large room, £20 small room per session Further 

details from the church administrator by emailing 
greenway.bswb.office@gmail.com

WITCOMBE & BENTHAM VILLAGE HALL
Enquiries should be made to the Custodian

07518 137635
witcombevillagehall@gmail.com
www.witcombevillagehall.co.uk

BADGEWORTH VILLAGE HALL
Our lovely old school hall is an excellent venue for meetings, 

rehearsals, receptions and small parties, seating a maximum of 
50 people.

Reception hall, main hall, fully fitted kitchen with crockery and 
cutlery for 50.

Car park oposite the hall for hall users.
Hire charge £25 per session 
(8am-1pm, 1-6pm, 6-11pm).

For enquiries and bookings, please email 
badgeworthvillagehall@gmail.com 

or call 07895 764947. 
Badgeworth Village Hall Management Committee

SHURDINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
The Community Centre consists of two spacious halls, a room 

which links both, and a grassed open space.
Events may be booked by following the ‘Bookings’ link on our 

website : shurdingtoncomcentre.net
Email: bookings@shurdingtoncomcentre.net

Tel: 07483 303190

http://www.witcombevillagehall.co.uk/
mailto:bookings@shurdingtoncomcentre.net

