Community of the Cross of Nails
at St Martin Coney Street, York

Friday Prayers for Peace and Reconciliation
Friday 23" October 2026

Bible Reading: Romans 12.9-21

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another
with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honour. Do not lag in zeal,
be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering,
persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to
strangers. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice
with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one
another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser
than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble
in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with
all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it
is written, “Vengeance is mine, | will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your enemies
are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by
doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” Do not be overcome by
evil, but overcome evil with good.

Reflection

Tomorrow, 24th October, is marked, as it is each year, as United Nations Day,
the anniversary of the coming into force in 1945 of the UN Charter. With the
ratification of this founding document the United Nations officially came into
being. This was within the context of the two world wars that had defined so
painfully the first half of the twentieth century. There was a clear wish to enter
a new chapter of peace and reconstruction, the dream of a better world for all.

To quote the official website: “There is no other global organization with the
legitimacy, convening power and normative impact of the United Nations. No
other global organization gives hope to so many people for a better world and
can deliver the future we want. Today, the urgency for all countries to come
together, to fulfil the promise of the nations united, has rarely been greater.”

We know of course that this ideal is far from being achieved. The current
conflicts we are witnessing clearly show that overall the nations of the world
are not united. There continues to be terrible human suffering in many parts of
the world. There remain major divisions both between and within nations. The
Secretary General and others who speak on behalf of the United Nations have
an almost impossible task. However, measured and balanced they attempt to
be they will not satisfy those on different sides of conflicts. This is indeed true
of others too, not least Church leaders. For those with entrenched positions
any attempt at seeing the needs and aspirations of both sides is considered
unacceptable. They only want their own position to be endorsed. This
intransigence only makes the task of peace and reconciliation so much more
difficult.



Whatever its shortcomings the role of the United Nations in attempting to bring
nations together is essential in our divided world. Its peacekeeping and
humanitarian work, in extremely difficult and dangerous situations, saves
many lives that otherwise would be lost. As a result peacekeepers too are
injured or even killed.

The United Nations is of course in no ways a religious organisation. Yet its
ideals are very much shared by people of faith. This is reflected in our Bible
passage, in which St Paul presents a powerful summary of what love means
in practical terms. Love should motivate all that we do. It should inform our
attitudes, our priorities. If this blueprint was embraced more widely then
conflict and violence would be seen for what they are, senseless and
needlessly destructive. We pray that the ideals underpinning the United
Nations will indeed be upheld and bear real fruit.

(Kingsley Boulton)

Prayers
A prayer for the United Nations

God and Father of all humanity, we ask your blessing on the United Nations,
that through it righteousness may be established in international relationships,
fear and suspicion may be removed and a lasting peace ensured; through him
who has shown to us the ways of justice, mercy and reconciliation, your Son
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

A prayer for Iran and the Middle East

Ever-loving God, who hears us in our anguish and distress, and longs for us to
be free. We pray for the people of Iran and the wider Middle East, at this time
of fear and uncertainty. Be near to those who are anxious; bring comfort to all
who are suffering. Guide those with the power to make decisions, and lead
them in the ways of wisdom, compassion and moderation: that people of
goodwill would seek harmony and reconciliation. Join us with our Christian
brothers and sisters in all places, in praying for peace with justice, through him
who is the prince of peace, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

(The Rt Revd Dr Guli Francis-Dehqani, Bishop of Chelmsford)

A prayer for the Holy Land

O God of all justice and peace we cry out to you in the midst of the pain and
trauma of violence and fear which prevails in the Holy Land. Be with those
who need you in these days of suffering; we pray for people of all faiths —
Jews, Muslims and Christians and for all people of the land. While we pray to
you, O Lord, for an end to violence and the establishment of peace, we also
call for you to bring justice and equity to the peoples. Guide us into your
kingdom where all people are treated with dignity and honour as your children
for, to all of us, you are our Heavenly Father. In Jesus’ hame we pray. Amen.
(The Most Revd Hosam Naoum, Anglican Archbishop in Jerusalem)



A prayer for Ukraine

Holy God, we hold before you all who live close to war and conflict; and all
who live close to the threat of war and violence. We remember especially at
this time, people in Ukraine and Russia. We pray for nonviolence and peaceful
resolutions of conflict. Give us hearts of hospitality and sanctuary, forgive us
all our hostility and hatred. Bring all people to the humanity you give us, and to
the reconciliation and healing for which you gave your life. Strengthen us all to
work with you to build justice and peace, reconciliation and healing, in our
hearts and homes, in our streets, in all communities, neighbourhoods and
nations. Bless all who live lives for the peace and wellbeing of others, and
make their service fruitful. In the name of Christ. Amen. (The Revd Inderjit
Bhogal, Honorary President, The Fellowship of Reconciliation)

A prayer for peace throughout the world

Lord, you have taught us that the world is yours and those who dwell on it.
Hear us therefore as we pray for the life of the world; that every nation may
seek the way that leads to peace; that human rights and freedom may
everywhere be respected; and that the earth’s resources may be ungrudgingly
shared among all people. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
(A Christian’s Prayer Book)

A prayer for refugees

Almighty and merciful God, whose Son became a refugee and had no place to
call his own; look with mercy on those who today are fleeing from danger,
homeless and hungry. Bless those who work to bring them relief; inspire
generosity and compassion in all our hearts; and guide the nations of the
world towards that day when all will rejoice in your Kingdom of justice and of
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (Church of England prayers)

A prayer for the Community of the Cross of Nails

Almighty God, you have committed to us the ministry of reconciliation of your
Son, Jesus Christ; give us the confidence in your power to forgive, as your
Son forgave us from the Cross. Enable us to be witnesses of your forgiveness
at work and where we live. Unite us in a sacred fellowship to heal the
hostilities we see, and give us the grace to love one another, rejoicing in this
life together. Amen.

A prayer for all those affected by illness:

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. Sustain and support the
anxious, be with those who care for the sick, and lift up all who are brought
low; that we may find comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your
love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

World Council of Churches Ecumenical Prayer Cycle:
We pray this week for the peoples of Belize, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico.



Community of the Cross of Nails Prayer Cycle:

We pray today for partners in the United Kingdom:

in Rugby: His Majesty’s Prison Onley;

in Sheffield: St Peter and St Oswald’s Church, Abbeydale and Millhouses parish;
in Southam: St James’ Church.

We pray too for the partners in Israel/Palestine:

in Bethlehem: Mar Ephrem School;

in Jerusalem: Musalaha;

St George the Martyr Cathedral;

St Mark’s Church and Monastery; and

Tantur Ecumenical Institute;

in Ramallah: Arab Evangelical Episcopal School;

in Shefar Am: International Peace Centre (House of Hope); and
St Paul’s Episcopal Church.

We pray too for the partners

in Ukraine:

in Odessa: St Paul’'s Congregation;

in Russia:

in Kaliningrad: the Evangelical Resurrection Church;

in Moscow: St Andrew’s Anglican Church;

in St Petersburg: St Catherine’s Lutheran Church;

and in Belarus:

in Minsk: the International Conference Centre IBB.

And we ask God’s blessing on our own ministry of peace and reconciliation at St Martin’s.

Coventry Litany of Reconciliation
All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.

The hatred which divides nation from nation, race from race, class from class,
Father Forgive.

The covetous desires of people and nations to possess what is not their own,
Father Forgive.

The greed which exploits the work of human hands and lays waste the earth,
Father Forgive.

Our envy of the welfare and happiness of others,
Father Forgive.

Our indifference to the plight of the imprisoned, the homeless, the refugee,
Father Forgive.

The lust which dishonours the bodies of men, women and children,
Father Forgive.

The pride which leads us to trust in ourselves and not in God,
Father Forgive.

Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in
Christ forgave you.



The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.



