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St Luke the Evangelist  Bilbrough and Tockwith BCP 18th Oct 2020

Well who in their right mind would become a follower and an evangelist of Jesus if this was the first service they had been to, and these were the first bits of scripture they had ever heard.
In the reading from Acts we have the Holy Spirit telling Paul and Timothy where they can and can’t go, it seems that their own judgment was not enough. In the reading from 2 Timothy, we hear that we are always to be sober, not that I make a habit of not being sober but a glass or two is nice occasionally, and Paul also writes that we are to endure suffering. Whilst in the Gospel reading, we are described as lambs being sent out amongst the wolves, yes, the harvest might be plentiful, but the gathering in of said harvest is obviously not very safe at times. With all of those warnings and restrictions, we should all be eternally grateful that folk did step up to the mark in the early church to share their faith and encourage others to grow their faith in Jesus Christ, and that people, in so many different ways, still do so.
We know St Luke first of all as an evangelist - the author of the third gospel, which was written around AD 80-90, and also as the author of the Acts of the Apostles, maybe written between AD 60-90, which records for us the earliest history of the Christian Church. Luke’s Gospel is important because it contains precious material which is only found there: for instance, the story of the birth of John the Baptist, the stories of the Annunciation and of the Presentation, it contains the only story we have of Jesus as a young boy which was his visit to Jerusalem at the age of twelve years. 
Three of our familiar canticles, the ‘Benedictus’, the ‘Magnificat’ and the ‘Nunc Dimittis’ are also only found in St Luke’s Gospel, these have all become very important parts of our Christian knowledge and faith yet we still know very little about St. Luke’s own personal history. 
There is an ancient and widespread tradition that he was an artist, a painter of pictures, but that evidence is uncertain. But we do know, both from the Acts of the Apostles and from St Paul’s Epistles, that he was a companion of St Paul on many missionary journeys. St Paul speaks of him with affection as his fellow-labourer. In the Epistle to the Colossians, St Paul speaks of him as the ‘beloved physician,’ and for that reason St Luke is believed to be a medic, and we all know how wonderful Christian medics are.  
Before following Jesus Luke was a Gentile, he was an outsider, and as such he knew what it meant to be excluded by the religious elite, and it was to the outsider that he and Paul concentrated their ministry, and it is to the outsider we too are called to serve. 
We must also identify Luke as an evangelist who recognised that he was Christ’s body here on earth, in the here and now, offering the hospitality and healing of God to all he met. We, also, are simply the means through which Jesus’ love may be transmitted in the here and now. It is through our lives that the Holy Spirit works; we are Christ’s hands and feet, his body and his soul. We need to follow the example of St. Luke and St. Paul and be getting out and about, introducing others to our faith and then letting the Spirit work within them.

Society today unfortunately teaches and trains people to expect immediate results; in Christianity and as with other faiths, we are taught, though, to consider the bigger and much slower picture.  In the big picture we plant seeds of faith everywhere we go.  We may never see the fruits of our labour, but we are to trust that with the Spirit working through us, God’s purpose will ultimately be accomplished. Through a marriage, funeral or baptism, as was the case here (in Bilbrough) yesterday when Morgan and Reff were baptised, Karen and I hope that we make non-church folk feel welcome and comfortable whilst hearing a little about Jesus, and in a way that they then go away and ponder a little more about the person we dedicate our lives to. Having said that about Karen and myself, those within our congregations are much more able to meet vastly more people than the two of us, so just as it has been throughout Christianity it is vital that everyone within our church communities do their part in proclaiming the gospel.
We will all come across those who are obstinate and stubborn in following the path of the world, worshipping pagan idols and being devoted to worldly pursuits such as money, power, fame and all manner of other things, but even though these types of people also opposed Jesus and His disciples, and in time persecuted them, Jesus still calls us to try and be with them and call them to faith.
But without courageous disciples, like Saint Luke, who gave their all, and in some cases literally gave their all, to bring the Good News to the people who were still living in ignorance and in the darkness, there would have been no Church. The spilling of their blood served to be the foundation of the Church we have today, and for that we should always be grateful. 
So why are these stories of early evangelism still relevant? It’s because we are all the current Apostles and disciples whom Jesus has continued to entrust the same mission which He had given to those first evangelists like Paul and Luke. We may have thought that their works had been completed and the mission was over, but in reality, the mission God has entrusted to us is still very real and ongoing.
You will be glad to hear that you will not have to lay down your life in the manner of those first Apostles of Jesus, although there are some Christians in the world who sadly still do put their own lives in danger, even unto death, just so they can worship Jesus. But any level of evangelism requires some level of bravery, time and fortitude, but without us all stepping up to the mark now, the generations who follow us will miss out on the life and love of Jesus Christ.
There are still so many people who live in the darkness, lacking knowledge and an understanding of Jesus. And the only way out of that darkness for them is for all of us to share with and instruct and encourage them to come face to face with our Lord Jesus Christ, using the many ways available to us in accordance with our own talents and abilities. We are all evangelists and disciples; we are all Jesus’ hands and eyes and voice here on earth, and through all that we have been so generously given we can ensure that the Christian faith continues to celebrate all that is good with our God.

2

