Where Your Treasure Is
A sermon on Matthew 6:19–34
Introduction: What Holds the Heart?
We spend a lot of our time trying to be secure. We save, plan, insure, organise and prepare. None of that is wrong. But in this part of his sermon on the mount, Jesus asks a deeper question: when all our sensible arrangements are stripped back, what are we trusting to hold us?
Jesus uses words that are both searching and tender. He warns us about 
· treasures that decay, 
· eyes that become clouded and 
· worries that consume tomorrow before it arrives. 
Then he points us towards a different centre: the Father who sees, knows and provides, and the kingdom that cannot be stolen or destroyed.
1. Choose the Treasure That Lasts
Jesus begins with a contrast: treasure on earth and treasure in heaven. Earthly treasure is vulnerable. In Jesus’ world, fine clothing could be eaten by moths, stored grain could be ruined and homes could be broken into. We may live with different forms of wealth, but they are still vulnerable. Possessions wear out, markets change, reputations fade and achievements are eventually forgotten.
Jesus is not saying that possessions are evil or that planning is faithless. He is saying it’s dangerous to make such things the basis of our identity. 
“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Notice the order. Jesus does not say that our spending shows the heart; he says our treasure leads the heart. What we invest in begins to shape what we love. If we focus on mercy, worship, justice, hospitality and the work of God, our hearts are drawn towards God’s kingdom.
So, the question is not just,
· “What do I own?” 
· It is, “What owns me?” 
· What loss would make me lose the will to live? 
· What do my calendar, bank statement and imagination say that I treasure? 
· Jesus invites us to loosen our grip on what cannot last and to focus on what belongs to eternity.
2. Let Your Vision Be Undivided
Jesus then says that the eye is the lamp of the body. 
What’s that all about?
This is about our moral and spiritual vision—what we look towards and the way we see. 
· A healthy eye is clear and generous; 
· an unhealthy eye is distorted, grasping and blurred. 
If we view everything through the lens of money, 
· people become competitors, 
· opportunities become possessions and 
· God can become a way of getting what we want.
That is why Jesus says plainly: no one can serve two masters. 
We may have money, manage money and use money for good, but we cannot serve both God and wealth. A servant cannot have two masters. At some point, the masters will give conflicting commands.
· God says, “Give”; 
· wealth says, “Keep.” 
· God says, “You are my beloved”; 
· wealth says, “You are what you have.” 
· God says, “Welcome the stranger”; 
· wealth says, “Protect your comfort.” 
· God says, “Trust me”; 
· wealth says, “You can never have enough.” 
Christian discipleship is the reordering of every interest beneath God’s rule of love.
3. Receive Today as a Gift from the Father
Jesus says, “do not worry.”
Worry is connected to treasure and mastery. When security depends on gaining and controlling stuff, anxiety breeds. There will always be 
· something more to gain, 
· something precious to lose or 
· something tomorrow may take from us.
Jesus is not dismissive of anxiety, and doesn’t deny the reality of hunger, illness, debt or loss. But he highlights the character of God. 
Look at the birds: they work, search and gather, but they rely on the Father’s care. Consider the wildflowers: brief and fragile, yet clothed in unmatched beauty.
Faith does not mean refusing responsibility. The birds still seek food, and people still sow, cook, work and share. The difference is between faithful attention and consuming worry. 
· Planning asks, “What is mine to do?” 
· Worry insists, “Everything depends on me.” 
· Planning can act today; 
· worry lives repeatedly in a tomorrow that has not yet come.
Jesus offers us something better than ‘do not worry’. He gives us a new instruction: “Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness.” Put God’s ways at the centre. Focus on the obedience that is possible today, and leave the future to the Father.
Practising the Freedom Jesus Gives
First, name your treasure. What do you focus on? Pray honestly about your answer.
Second, practise generosity. Give something away—to train the mindset in freedom of God’s kingdom.
Third, bring tomorrow back to God. When worry sets in ask: “What grace has God given for today? What faithful step can I take now? What must I leave in the Father’s hands?”
Conclusion: A Better Security
Matthew 6 does not promise that disciples will never face trouble. But trouble does not need to have the final word, and anxiety need not overwhelm us. 
So let us hold earthly things lightly, love eternal things deeply and live this day faithfully. 
And allow ourselves to rest in the palm of God’s hand.
Amen
