AUTUMN HOME WORSHIP FOR our COMMUNITY AND MISSION

Opening Prayers: Welcome and Introduction :Welcome to our home worship and prayer for our outreach and community. We remember in this quiet time, 175 yrs of St. Mary’s Church. As we sit, picture in you mind the Church yard and the approach to the church, and lets go towards God in our worship.

Adoration
Lord we thank you for your power and Grace in sustaining our church for 175 yrs – let us join you in sustaining it onwards, in our lifetime and beyond. We praise you for your power to unite and grow in our heart and physically in our villages.

Confession (2. Cont) 
[footnoteRef:1]We are sorry for all the times we sin,  [1:  JG 16.9.26] 

sometimes saying or doing the wrong things, 
help us as people, as individuals,
and help us as a Church.
We bring these prayers before you knowing we are weak and with gratitude for your love for us. Amen. 

Assurance of forgiveness
[footnoteRef:2]Thank you Lord, that when we bring our confession to you and repent, that you make us whole, renew us and give us daily strength. Give us grace to correct our failures and to grow in your love. Thank you for your forgiveness. Amen [2:  JG] 


Hymn: Lord for the years your love has kept and guided
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c5cjQykt2ss&list=RDc5cjQykt2ss&start_radio=1 

1 Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided,
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided:
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today.

2 Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us,
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze,
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us:
Lord of the word, receive Your people's praise.

3 Lord, for our land in this our generation,
spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care:
for young and old, for commonwealth and nation,
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer.

4 Lord, for our world when we disown and doubt him,
loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain,
hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him:
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign.

5 Lord for ourselves; in living power remake us -
self on the cross and Christ upon the throne,
past put behind us, for the future take us:
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone.


The Lord’s prayer:  Say your own version

Salt and Light: Matthew 5
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.
14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead , they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.

[footnoteRef:3]Responding to the reading  [3:  2//Easter 6A 10th May 2026 The Vine at HOME, published by 12 Baskets.] 


Matthew 5:16 is a call to action for the church to be a beacon of hope, to shine a light in our community. It is an inspiration for us to be with people, to generate hope. 

Where do we see hope? We see it in our gatherings, the positivity of Friday Friends, families engaging with Wild Church, in the way we think and reflect within our services, in the School, the plqygroup, community, activities and in the churchyard which is a haven of peace for all the community. 

Where do we not see hope? In the task ahead perhaps – to raise £100,000 in the next five years as the quinquennial survey suggested. 

This is where we need to be strong in the faith and to be bold. A Friends of Shincliffe Church has been formed at this  175th Anniversary and a leaflet printed, setting out how to help. It is to be circulated soon. This is to encourage all who value the church in our congregation and in our community, to do what has been necessary down the centuries, to give not just our weekly offering, but also a regular gift, to keep our Church for the future. 

Whatever we give now, we ask ourselves, is it double, or trifold or a gift, or a codicil in our will or all of them, that we need to enact?  Whatever it may be, however we may do it, our faith in action, helps us be that light in our community, to preserve the present building for years to come.

When Jesus left his disciples, he said “be one”.  And then He said I will leave you a comforter. So, when we cannot see the hope for the future, let us call on the Holy Spirit to help us, let us ask for support to be lights to the community and help to provide for that light in the future.

Scripture tells us well done, good and faithful servants – what is it to be a good and faithful servant where large sums of money are needed for repairs? Some of us are called to help save money and do repairs themselves, some give monthly, say the cost of a bottle of wine a week which will build up to get big jobs done. 

Jesus’ comforter ,the Spirit, guides, challenges and strengthens too.  Our small congregation of regular worshippers are challenged to find the money to stay in the church building, but we need not be dismayed. If we have benefitted from the church for years, the Spirit moves in its members past and present in ways we do not expect. So let us pray for the success of the Friends of Shincliffe Church and let God’s will be done for St. Mary’s. More than this, the Spirit makes us visible, let us continue to shine the light and let God’s presence be known in our villages. 

OUR PRAYERS FOR THE WORLD and OUR COMMUNITY.                                                                             Heavenly Father, we offer to you our prayers for the whole world, our planet and its people – for rich and poor, sick and healthy, mighty and lowly. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for the mission of the church here. May our community be filled with your vision and be bold in mission to others. Bless all those organising mission at School, Friday Friends, in our Liturgies and Music, at Wild Church and this week, and all those working across our communities as volunteers or in paid work. We thank you for the 175th Anniversary of St. Mary’s and ask for your blessing upon us.
We thank you for the Spirit’s work in our village, filling us with faith and hope. We ask that your streams of living water will flow through your church to a thirsty generation and most especially to the children. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
We bring before you in quiet those known to us who need your healing.    We offer personal prayers at this point.  Lord in your Mercy, hear our prayer									
We remember all who are facing death and those who grieve and mourn. May they know the comfort and peace of your presence.                                                                                  Lord in your Mercy, Hear our prayer. 
We remember all who have died. Xxxx We offer personal prayers at this point. May they rest in the eternal light and peace of your love.              Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus Christ, Light of the world, Shine on us that we may grow and in turn, be lights in our community showing your love and supporting your church. 
Accept these our prayers in the name of our Saviour and Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_iiYhW4n-Bc 
1.Amazing grace, oh, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost, but now am found.
Was blind, but now I see,

2.’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace my fear relieved
How precious did that Grace appear,
The hour I first believed.

3. Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come.
'Tis grace that brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home, home.

4. When we've been there ten thousand years.
Bright shining as the sun.
We've no less days to sing God's praise,
Than when, when we first begun,
Than when we first begun.

[footnoteRef:4] Blessing [4:  The Vine at Home 15.9.26. The worshop cloud, Twelbe Baskets, I Pebble Lane, Budleigh Saltern, EX96NN] 

Guide my feet O God, that I may walk in your way.
Light my way O God,
That I may be drawn to what is good and Holy.
Call me to you O God,
That I may play my part in your Kingdom.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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