
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DONATIONS 

To donate to St Peter’s Church:   Scan the QR code;  

make a BACS payment to St Peter's Church Great Totham 

(sort code 20-54-30, account number 20882739), 

send a cheque (payable to ‘St Peter’s Church, Great 

Totham’) to 17 Goat Lodge Road CM9 8BU or use the 

link on our website: 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6657 

 

 

Bible Readings and Weekly Notices for the 

Parish of St. Peter’s, Great Totham. 

Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 

20th September 2026 

Diary for Week Commencing Monday 21st September 2026 

Mon 21 09:30 Private Function in the Church Extension 

Mon  21  17:30  ‘Rainbows’ in the Church Extension 

Tue    22  09:30  Private Function in the Church Extension 

Wed  23 10:00  Baby Signage in the Church Extension            

Wed  23  10:30  Bible Studies Group at the Honywood             

Wed  23 19:30  Gt. Totham Community Choir in the Church Extension 

Thu    24 10:30  Edward Bear in the Church Extension             

Fri 25 10:00  ‘Knit and Natter’ in the Honywood  

   including Macmillan Coffee Morning                 

Fri    25  10:00  Baby Signage in the Church Extension    

Fri     25  19:45  Great Totham Bell Ringing Practice 

Sat     26 10:00  St. Peter’s Coffee Morning in The Honywood 

Sun    27  10:00  Family Communion and Sunday Club 

Forthcoming events: 

Sat   24 Oct 10:00 Coffee Morning in The Honywood 

Sun  11 Oct 10:00 Harvest Festival   

 

 

  

 

   



 

 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collect. 

O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers of your people who call upon you; and 

grant that they may both perceive and know what things they ought to do, 

and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil them; through Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever.  Amen. 

 

First Reading Jonah 3.10 – 4. End 
10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about 

the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

Jonah’s Anger 
1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the Lord and said, 

‘O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at 

the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 

steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 3 And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, 

for it is better for me to die than to live.’ 4 And the Lord said, ‘Is it right for you to be angry?’ 5 Then 

Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat 

under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 6 The Lord God appointed a 

bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort; 

so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7 But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a 

worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east 

wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. 

He said, ‘It is better for me to die than to live.’ 

Jonah Is Reproved 
9 But God said to Jonah, ‘Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?’ And he said, ‘Yes, angry 

enough to die.’ 10 Then the Lord said, ‘You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not 

labour and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11 And should 

I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and 

twenty thousand people who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?’ 

This is the word of the Lord. - Thanks be to God. 
New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised (NRSVA) 

 

Second Reading Philippians 1. 21-end 
21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 

labour for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 23 I am hard pressed between the two: my 

desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24 but to remain in the flesh is more 

necessary for you. 25 Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with 

all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26 so that I may share abundantly in your boasting 

in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and 

see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, 

striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28 and are in no way intimidated 

by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And 

this is God’s doing. 29 For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in 

Christ, but of suffering for him as well— 30 since you are having the same struggle that you saw 

I had and now hear that I still have. 

This is the word of the Lord. - Thanks be to God. 
New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised (NRSVA 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Matthew 20. 1-16 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N.  

Glory to you, Oh Lord 

The Labourers in the Vineyard 
1 ‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning 

to hire labourers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the labourers for the usual 

daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock, 

he saw others standing idle in the market-place; 4 and he said to them, “You also go 

into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. 5 When he 

went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about 

five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, 

“Why are you standing here idle all day?” 7 They said to him, “Because no one has 

hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” 8 When evening came, 

the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them 

their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” 9 When those hired 

about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10 Now when 

the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also 

received the usual daily wage. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled against 

the landowner, 12 saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have made 

them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching 

heat.” 13 But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you 

not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I 

choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what 

I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am 

generous?” 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord - Praise to you, O Christ. 
New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised (NRSVA 

 

You are invited to come and join us for yummy 

tea/coffee and cake at our 

Knit & Natter Coffee Morning 

At The Honywood Hall, Great Totham 

Friday 25th September at 10:30am – 12:30pm 

Contact No. Sandra 01621 893153 

In aid of Macmillan Cancer Support 

Let’s do whatever it takes to support people living with cancer. 



 

 

 

 

Notices: If you wish to include any item on the weekly ‘Notices’ please contact Chris 

Munton E-Mail cmmunton@ukmm.com 01621 891817 who also maintains the 

consolidated diary for the Church, Church Extension and The Honywood.  

Please inform ALL bookings to avoid the possibility of any conflicts.  

  

  

PARISH CONTACTS 

Benefice Administrator:   07908 776750  

 Rosie Pollock:   office.blackwaterbenefice@gmail.com 

Diocesan Safeguarding Team:  01245 294444 

safeguarding@chelmsford.anglican.org 

Parish Safeguarding Representative: Vacancy  

Churchwarden:    Vacancy 

 

In your prayer’s this week please include: 

Our ‘Friendship Church’ - Bragernes Kirke, Drammen, Norway. 

John Gladdish,  Andrew Marsden, Nina Pearce 

 

  

  

The Prayer for Peace in the World 

Almighty God, from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed; kindle in the 

hearts of all people the true love of peace; and guide with your pure and peaceful 

wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth; that in tranquillity your 

kingdom may go forward, till the earth is filled with the knowledge of thy love; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

Leading your church into growth - a prayer. 

God of mission, who alone brings growth to your church, send your Holy Spirit to 

give vision to our planning, wisdom to our actions, joy to our worship, and power to 

our witness. Help our church to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to you, 

and in service to our local community, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 


