

The Collect appointed for the 16th Sunday after Trinity

O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers
of your people who call upon you;
and grant that they may both perceive and know
what things they ought to do,
and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil them;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.


A Reading from St Matthew’s Gospel, 
chapter 20, verses 1-16

Jesus said: 
“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning 
to hire men to work in his vineyard. 
He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard. 
“About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the market-place doing nothing. 
He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 
So they went. 
“He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same thing. 
About the eleventh hour he went out and found still others standing around. 
He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 
“‘Because no-one has hired us,’ they answered. 
“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 
“When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 
‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, 
beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’ 
“The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and each received a denarius. 
So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. 
But each one of them also received a denarius. 
When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. 
‘These men who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, 
‘and you have made them equal to us 
who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’ 
“But he answered one of them, 
‘Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? 
Take your pay and go. 
I want to give the man who was hired last the same as I gave you. 
Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? 
Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 
“So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”











Pause for Thought…

Jesus’s Parable of the Labourers in the Vineyard has traditionally been seen 
as a story about the generosity of God – and no doubt that’s absolutely right.

But there’s an important subtext to the parable 
that suggests that it’s just as much about justice as generosity…

For this parable is also about the rightness and fairness and justice 
of everyone receiving what they need to live – 
whether they’ve worked long and hard for it or hardly at all.

The latecomers in the story had been unable to find a full day’s work that day. 
If things had stayed that way, their families would have had nothing to eat the day after. 
If the landowner had paid them only for their one or two hours of work 
– maybe a tenth or a fifth of a denarius 
(one whole denarius being the going rate for a day’s agricultural labouring) – 
then that tiny sum would have made very little difference 
and the kids would still have gone hungry. 

The landowner knew that the families of the latecomers 
had exactly the same needs as the families of the all-day workers. 
So, when the harvest was safely gathered in, 
he provided for the needs of ALL the families of ALL those who had worked for him. 

Each worker needed a denarius to put food on the table the next day. 
The landowner generously and justly made sure that they ALL got what they needed.
He paid all his workers the same amount because he was concerned 
that they and those who depended on them 
should have all the basic necessities of life.

Millions of people in our world are unable to feed their families day after day after day.
Millions of people in our world are struggling desperately without the basic necessities of life.

I think this parable shows us that God is concerned about that… 
and that we, God’s people, should be concerned about it too…
