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W h a t ’ s  o n  i n  S e p t e m b e r
2nd Young & Sweet Steel Pans band workshop, 4:30-5:30 or 5:30-6:30, Hillside,

limited places - contact Ayesha Jackson 07835163927

2nd Informal Evening Prayer, 6:30pm, Holy Cross, see p23

4-6th Haltwhistle Music Festival, see p31-33

9th History Group AGM and talk on women in the Crimean War, 7:30pm, Comrades
Club

12th Coffee Morning, Methodist Hall

13th Greenhead Farmers Market, 10-2

12/13th Heritage Homes of Northumberland and Cumbria Exhibition, 10-3, Railway
Station, p38

14th Garden Club, Dilston, Physic garden talk, 7:30pm, Comrades Club

19th Coffee Morning, MND/Macmillan, Methodist Hall

19th Explore our Railway Heritage, 10-4, Railway Station

19th Jazz Concert with Brief Encounter Duo, tickets £10, including cheese and wine,
contact Elsie Dixon 07796103000, 6:30pm, St Cuthberts

20th Haltwhistle Market, 10-2, Railway Station

26th Harvest singalong, 2pm, Holy Cross Church - sing your favourite harvest songs
with refreshments

27th Harvest Festival, 9:30am, Holy Cross

27th Harvest Festival Service and Harvest Lunch, 10:30am, Methodist Church

27th Greenhead Harvest Festival Service, 11am, St Cuthberts

27th Harvest Pea and Pie Supper with New Hadrian Singers concert, 6:30pm, £10,
contact Elsie Dixon 07796103000, Greenhead Village Hall
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Churches Together - Praying Together:
Every Monday, 10:30am, Holy Cross

Haltwhistle Memory Café: First
Monday of the month, 2-4pm,
Community Room

Greenhead Art Club (also crafts): Every
Monday, 1:30-3pm, Village Hall

Greenhead W.I.: Every second Monday
7pm, Greenhead Village Hall

Henshaw W.I.: Every Monday 11-3, All
Hallows Church Room

Older People’s Project: Every Tuesday,
10am-12noon, Drop In, Methodist
Church Hall

Family Cafe: First Tuesday, 2-3pm,
Drop-In, free refreshments, Family Hub 

Mothers' Union: Every second Tuesday,
2:15pm, Holy Cross

Bardon Mill Film Night: Every third
Tuesday, 4pm in the church room

Warhammer Club: Every Tuesday, 5-
7pm, Bonnie’s Cafe

Bricks & Banter: Every Tuesday 7-9pm,
Mindful Hub (2, Station Court)

Community Gardeners: Every
Wednesday, 9.45am-12.30pm, meet
behind Pillar Box Cafe

Knit & Natter: Every Wednesday, 2pm,
Haltwhistle Library

Craft & Chat: Every Wednesday, 2pm,
Holy Cross

Haltwhistle Friendship Group: Every
Wednesday, 1-3pm, Community Room

Poetry Drop-In: First Wednesday of the
month, 1:30-3pm, Greenhead Village
Hall

Armchair Warriors exercise classes,
every Thursday 10-11am, Haltwhistle
Library Hub

Haltwhistle Growing Together, every
Thursday 10-12, Hillside Youth and
Community Space

Haltwhistle W.I.: Every 1st Thursday
7:15pm, Comrades Club 

Calico Hinnies: Every 4th Thursday,
10:00-2.30pm, Greenhead Village Hall

Men’s Brunch: Every 3  Friday, 10:15-
12, Hillside Park Avenue, Free

rd

Badminton For All: Every Friday,
10am-12noon, Haltwhistle Leisure
Centre

Stay and Play: Term Time Fridays,
10.00am-11.30am (drop in), 0-5yrs,
Family Hub

ZigZag Days: Alternate Fridays, from
10am, for info call Sue 07935 259 416

New Hadrian Singers: Every Friday,
7pm, Hospital Community Room

Haltwhistle Art Club: Every Friday,
10.30-2:30pm, Methodist Church Hall

Breakfast Club:  Last Sunday of the
Month, bacon butties, tea and coffee,
9am-1pm, Greenhead Village Hall

R e g u l a r  E v e n t s
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Haltwhistle Herald starts its 4  year
this month - how time flies! There
will be a return of the collection tins
in town. Please seek them out at the
Library, Community Book Shop and
Holy Cross and give what you can so
we can continue to print free copies
for you. Alternative you can transfer
money via your Bank to H&G Parish
Magazine 20-40-09 account
20166855. Thank you.

th

Also a big thanks to all our
advertisers and sponsors for
renewing their adverts and support
for our town magazine. This means
we can continue to keep the
magazine free and with your
donations as well, we can increase
the number we print each month. It’s
a fine balance!

Photographs - we haven’t been sent
any photos of old Haltwhistle over
the last few months so we will now
be using the back page for any local
scenes, please do send us some!
Thank you to Canon Steve Wright for
our front cover this month, our email
address is below.

Our next edition will be October so contributions need to be with us by
the 20th September at the very latest please, maximum 250 words with

a couple of pictures. To send contributions or to contact us email
haltwhistleherald@gmail.com

F r o m  T h e  E d i t o r i a l  T e a m
What a summer we have had with so
much sunny, warm weather.You can
read all about the Carnival, held in
July on pages 26 and 27, as well as
our successful twinning event in
France on page 28.

Concluding a great summer we have   
the Haltwhistle Music Festival this
weekend (4  to 6  September). An
outline programme of all the events
planned is on pages 31 to 33 or pick
up a full programme from the library,
and shops around town. This, and
the Hadrian’s Wall Art Trail, will be a
a great way to celebrate our strong
community and have fun.

th th

We can then turn our attention to
Harvest Festival, musical events and
suppers - all listed in the What’s On
Section. 

Whatever you chose to do - have a
wonderful time and don’t forget to
send us some photos as we don’t
have an official photographer - it’s
you!
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Community Shops Fund – Autumn
Round Opens 7th September
Have you got a great idea for your
community, but need a little help to
get it off the ground? The Community
Shops Fund could help!

Made possible through generous
donations from our  community and
a dedicated team of volunteers, the
Haltwhistle Partnership is delighted
to announce the Autumn Round of
the Community Shops Fund.

The fund gives local groups,
organisations and individuals an
opportunity to apply for support for
projects that bring people together,
create opportunities and make a
positive difference across Haltwhistle
and the surrounding area. The Spring
Round was a great success, with
£21,211.57 awarded to ten local
projects.

Applications open on 7th September
and close at midnight on 18th
October. The fund welcomes
applications from community groups,
voluntary organisations and other
local organisations with projects that
benefit Haltwhistle and the ten
surrounding parishes. We want to
hear your ideas, whether you’re
starting something new, developing
an existing project or have an idea
that could make your community
better.

H a l t w h i s t l e  P a r t n e r s h i p
Perhaps you have an idea for an arts
or creative project, want to put on a
performance or community event,
develop an activity, or create
opportunities to get involved. Maybe
your idea is about helping people
enjoy and connect with nature.
Whatever your idea, if it can benefit
the local community, we’d love to
hear about it.

The fund also offers young people
aged 25 and under the opportunity to
apply for up to £500 towards
educational or personal development
opportunities that might otherwise be
out of reach. This could help with
training, learning a new skill,
developing a talent, pursuing an
interest or taking part in an
opportunity that could shape their
future.

So, if you’ve been thinking “Wouldn’t it
be great if…”, now is the time to turn
that thought into an application!

Full details about the Community
Shops Fund, including eligibility,
guidance and how to apply, are
available at www.haltwhistle.org, or
email admin@haltwhistle.org.

We can’t wait to see what ideas our
local community comes up with this
Autumn!
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30 more years of shopping local
In 1990 the Department of
Transport’s Northern Regional Office
conducted a survey to ask
Haltwhistle residents to decide on
the best By-Pass route for the A69.
Three routes were proposed in the
Haltwhistle Relief Road scheme
conceived in 1988 and after
consultation, construction was
started on the single carriageway
which skirts around the southern
stretches of our town. The new road
was designed to bring us relief from
the dirt, spray and fumes from the
heavy congestion suffered at the
west end, particularly during the
summer months with tourists
travelling through our town from the
east and west coasts.

C h a m b e r  o f  T r a d e

Once completed, and with no obvious
through traffic routes, those same
tourists no longer stopped off to
casually use our shopping facilities. Now
they would have to make a conscious
effort to pull off  the By-Pass to stop and
shop with us.

No coincidence then, that in 1995, the
Haltwhistle Partnership Regeneration
Project commissioned the Haltwhistle
Shopping Survey, seeking comments
from 97 households, 190 local residents
and 25 traders to inform a strategy to
combat downturns in commercial
activity. Just as today, the report 30
years ago suggested the importance of
encouraging a “Shop Local” ethos, and
reported that free parking, friendly
shopkeepers and good value for money
were the three main reasons why
residents shop in town. We still have all
three attributes, and with a fantastic
sense of community and willingness to
offer visitors a warm welcome, our Main
Street is still going strong.
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Sean Glenton

One of the most treasured areas of
Haltwhistle is the cemetery. This
haven of tranquillity is managed by
Sean Glenton. He is employed by the
Haltwhistle Burial Board which
operates under the guidance of
Haltwhistle Town Council. Meeting
Sean and talking about his life and
work was a pleasure as he is
committed to our cemetery and this
town. 

Sean was born in Yorkshire and has
lived in Northumberland for the last
28 years. He began his working life as
a carpenter but helped as a
volunteer at the cemetery. This then
led to part-time work and after 6
years, full-time work at the cemetery.
He worked under the guidance of
Michael Glenwright, cemetery
manager. Sean said that it is down to
Michael that he is where he is now.
After Michael died, Sean took on the
manager role. Sean lives in the
Cemetery Lodge, and he continues
building on Michael’s legacy and the
excellent work of the Burial Board. 

L o c a l  H e r o
His work consists of grave digging,
attending graveside services, ground
maintenance and dealing with
members of the public. Meeting
family members at a vulnerable time
is important and requires sensitivity
and Sean is appreciated by the
bereaved.

There have been several
commendations about our cemetery
and how beautiful it is and well
maintained.

Sean in his spare time enjoys
gardening, natural history, geology,
and walking. He has family in
Haltwhistle and Prudhoe. His brother
is a good help to Sean and assists at
busy times.

Well done for Sean; our hero for this
month. 
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A choir led evensong is a very formal
way of praying but we’ve started a
monthly informal Evening Prayer, sitting
in a circle, having picked up an order of
service from the table as we walk in.
The service leader finds someone more
used to it to read the bible reading for
the week, and after a short talk and
opportunity for commenting on the
reading, when it’s time to pray, we can
say what we’d like to be prayed for. If
you're not used to church and would
like to try it, this is a more informal way  
to seeing what it's like to pray with
others. You’ve heard of Elf on the Shelf,
how about You in the Pew? 😊  First
Wednesday of each month at 6.30pm at
present. 

From the Registers:
Baptisms – Vienna May Kundakci,
George Eric Blair
Weddings – Ieuan Harries and Mary
Craney, Dean Keifer Harrison and Chloe
Wanless
Funeral – Anne Jackson, John Lord, Tony
Finnemore, Jimmy Bird, Gary Kidd – May
they rest in peace and rise in glory.

H o l y  C r o s s ,  H a l t w h i s t l e
The big event in our church as far as
the town is concerned is the music
festival on the first weekend of
September which all three churches
have joined in with by hosting events
over the weekend. We are pleased to
be able to help do our bit for the
good of the town and hope that
Haltwhistle gets lots of visitors to
enjoy the various events being
staged over that weekend.

We are contributing to the music
ourselves with a Choral Evensong on
Sunday 6th September at 6pm when
the Antiphon Choir is coming to lead
the music while we give thanks to
God for music and harmony. All
welcome to attend – no booking
required and refreshments will be
available beforehand.



XXI

Someone suggested putting horse
manure on my strawberries. I’m
never doing that again, I’m going
back to whipped cream. We had a
lovely Cream Teas afternoon in
August helping to raise money for
our church. We had a steady stream
of people coming through the door
and the people at table just
managing to leave as new folk
arrived. Last year we were raising
money for the painters who came in
September but this year it is going
towards general expenses, like
tuning our piano, buildings
insurance, and so on. All very
necessary to keep our beautiful
church as a place for prayer.

On Saturday 19th September we
have a Jazz concert to help raise
money too, details still being worked
out at time of submitting this so look
out on local posters, or come to
church on Sundays at 11am to find
out more. On Sunday 27th we have
our Harvest Festival service at 11am
– do come and give thanks to God for
all his blessings 😊.
 

As we come to a new term for our
school, Steve will be fixing up assembly
dates and visits of the school to church
this coming term. We would like our
school to bring the children over to
church more and to help get the
children familiar with our local heritage
there. If you would like to organise a
visit with your children and family, do
get in touch because although we
cannot leave our church open at all
times, we do like to welcome visitors.
Mick and Angela do a good job of
helping with the churchyard but also
they often welcome visitors and unlock
the church for them to see it. We so
much appreciate their on the spot help
with that.

S t  C u t h b e r t s ,  G r e e n h e a d
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A l l  H a l l o w s ,  H e n s h a w
It’s been a long time coming, and it
doesn’t make for an exciting picture
in the magazine, but All Hallows
Henshaw has a new boiler and what
a journey it’s been! One of the
problems is that we want to do our
bit to look after the planet and we
spent a long time looking into how
we might avoid replacing our boiler
with another oil fired version. Finding
out whether the electricity supply
was strong enough at the church for
a more modern electrical heating
system was not as easy as we
thought but after a lot of back and
forth between the electric company
and electricians it was determined
that the only workable solution with
technology at its present level was to
continue with oil fired heating. A lot
of larger rural places face this
dilemma.

Trying to put our Christian ideals into
practice is sometimes quite difficult!
For the present, we take it that, as
the joke says, ‘Solar power is the
future. But it won’t happen
overnight.’

Meanwhile our church services continue
week by week. On Sunday 6th
September our service will be at
Beltingham at 10am. It will be our last
time there this year so a rare
opportunity to visit the church and see
it used for its proper purpose. On other
Sundays this month we will be at
Henshaw at 11am and warmly invite
everyone to come and join us. It can be
a bit strange going to church for the
first time, but you will always be
welcomed on the door and given a little
booklet that guides you through the
service. Afterwards we have tea or
coffee if you’d like to stay to ask
questions or simply to enjoy people’s
company.



CONTACTS
Church of England Revd Canon Steve Wright

Holy Cross Church, Haltwhistle NE49 0AB
01434 320215
https://parishesbythewall.org.uk/

Methodist Revd Marie Beard
Haltwhistle Methodist Church, Westgate, Haltwhistle
01434 632210
www.tynedalemethcircuit.org/churches/haltwhistle.html

Roman Catholic Father Jeffrey Dodds
St. Wilfred's Catholic Church, Westgate, Haltwhistle
01434 603119
https://www.stmaryshexham.org.uk/st-wilfrids-haltwhistle/
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Canon Steve Wright
Although I took it for granted at the time, growing up in a home where we were all
forced to learn instruments was a great blessing. I say forced because I wasn’t the
best as a lad at practicing but when I was making too heavy weather of it, my
parents would ask me if I’d prefer to learn a different instrument the next year. I
went through various instruments through primary school and early secondary
school and love the understanding of harmony and music that it left me with.
Harmony is such a wonderful gift of God and I hope Haltwhistle’s music festival will
encourage some people to take up an instrument, or join a choir. The singing will do
you good 😊

V i e w  F r o m  T h e  V i c a r a g e

Church of England
First Sunday of September - 10am Group service, St Cuthbert’s Beltingham
Other Sundays of September - 
9.30am Holy Cross, Haltwhistle
11am St. Cuthbert’s, Greenhead
11am All Hallows’ Henshaw
Thursdays 10am - a quiet meditative service - Holy Cross, Haltwhistle

Roman Catholic Services
9.30am on Thursdays at St. Wilfrid's Church Haltwhistle

Methodist Services
10.30am on Sundays at Haltwhistle Methodist Church

CHURCH SERVICES
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M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h

H o l y  C r o s s  1 0 0  C l u b
Holy Cross Church has been operating a 100 club for several years now and
lots of local residents have been the lucky recipients of £150, £75 or £25 in
cash each month.  The Scheme operates by allocation of numbers from 1 to
100 and the subscription per number is £5 monthly or £60 annually, 50% of
the income is paid out in prizes and 50% donated to Holy Cross Church. The
prize draw takes place each month.

From January 2027 we may look to increase the numbers or have vacant
numbers so if you are interested in joining the 100 Club please contact me or
any member of Haltwhistle PCC or watch this space for further information!

August prize winning numbers were;
First Prize – 15, Second prize – 34 , Third Prize – 89
Christine Proudlock – 100 Club Manager
cproudlock@gmail.com
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Carnival Committee and a team of
supporters hosted several events for
the community to enjoy. Events
kicked off with the Annual
Celebration - in collaboration with
local charity, Warm Welcome, and
the second year of the 'Party at the
Pool' at Haltwhistle Leisure centre
which celebrates our amazing facility.
The town also enjoyed the annual
quiz, a darts competition, the ever-
popular car treasure hunt and an
open bowls competition which were
very well supported by the local
community. Carnival weekend
arrived and the sun was shining! The
annual duck race was a huge success
with over 1,300 ducks racing (with
encouragement) to the Alston
Arches. The town's shop windows
were decorated with the theme of
'World Cup' to bring a splash of
Carnival atmosphere and excitement
to the Main Street. 

Carnival Day was a fantastic finale!
Record-breaking crowds watched the
dazzling display of floats ranging
from the Artemis Mission to Toy
Story to Stranger Things as they
made their way through the town led
by this year's Carnival Princess,
Kesha, and her attendants - the
effort from each group was
outstanding. 

H a l t w h i s t l e  C a r n i v a l

It was BBC's Alasdair Gill who had the
very tough job of judging this year's
floats which saw him crowning Roald
Dahl as the 'Best Overall' this year
and Moana as the ‘Judge’s Choice’ - a
new trophy for 2026.

Alasdair commented that he was
blown away by the standard of the
floats and costumes and really felt
the community spirit on display -
special thanks to Alasdair for giving
up his time to support the day. After
the parade, the crowds flocked to the
carnival field for an afternoon in the
sun. 
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As well as the presentation of the
results, crowds enjoyed lots of
entertainment including live music
from headline act, The Rukkus, and
dance displays, Cumberland
Wrestling, visiting alpacas, delicious
food and drinks from many local
businesses and the fun fair. The day
was a huge success and was certainly
the busiest carnival event in many
years. 

Ayesha Jackson, on behalf of the
Carnival Committee, said:
"Haltwhistle Carnival is a special
community event which brings the
whole town together. It is clear to see
how much time and energy goes into
making the floats and the costumes.
None of the events would be
possible without our dedicated
Committee and so many volunteers
who give up their time throughout
the year to make sure the event is
successful. We want to thank the
community for turning up to every
single event; buying raffle tickets,
ducks and draw tickets; donating
prizes and baking cakes; giving
generously on the day and for giving
the event such a positive buzz - the
continued support makes sure that
this special event can continue for
years to come’.

As we look ahead to 2027, the very
small team of volunteers must grow
to ensure the special event can
continue. The Committee will be
seeking volunteers to support the
event including people to assist with
the setting up and clearing up of the
fields. 

H a l t w h i s t l e  C a r n i v a l
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Town Twinning
Oh what a lovely time we had in St
Méen le Grand, one of our twin
towns! 

Every year it's an absolute pleasure
for old and new members from the
three towns to get together. 

Groups from Haltwhistle and
Valentano received a wonderfully
warm reception in our Breton twin
town. There really is something
unique about the days we spend
sharing fun times together. Each
nation brings something special to
the party—French, Italian, and
English and what truly stands out is
how magical it is to spend time in
each other's company

A new plaque was unveiled to
commemorate the planting of a
sycamore tree in the park Haltwhistle
Square, showing solidarity and
support following the tragic loss of
our much-loved Sycamore Gap tree
on Hadrian's Wall.

The new mayor, Claude, kindly
invited us all to a champagne
reception at the Town Hall, which
was followed by a delicious evening
meal and singing at the community
centre. Our excellent days out also
included guided tours of the historic
towns of Fougères and Dol de
Bretagne, plus a visit to the beautiful
coastal town of Cancale.

We were further treated to an
exceptional three-course meal at the
official soirée, complete with music
and dancing, followed by a final
evening of great food and games.

If you live in the Haltwhistle area and
would enjoy being part of this vibrant
international community, you are
very welcome to join the Haltwhistle
& District Twinning Association. For
more information, please contact us
via email at
haltwhistletwinning@gmail.com

O u t  &  A b o u t
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The Hadrian’s Wall Art Trail returns
this September for three weekends of
contemporary art, creative
workshops and live performance
across the landscape of Hadrian’s
Wall.

This year’s theme, Underfoot /
Overhead, invites visitors to see the
familiar differently, exploring the
ground beneath us, the skies above
and the details in between. More
than 80 artworks by artists from
Cumbria, Northumberland and
beyond will be displayed across
painting, print, photography, textiles,
illustration and mixed media.

The trail takes place at two distinctive
rural arts venues: The Threshing Barn
at Green Croft On The Wall, near
Gilsland, and Field Shelter, near
Haltwhistle, with selected artworks
extending into the surrounding
landscape. The exhibitions explore
landscape, geology, archaeology,
nature, weather, horizons and our
relationship with the places we
inhabit.

Alongside the exhibitions, visitors can
enjoy a programme of free
participatory workshops and creative
activities, with some requiring
advance booking. The closing
weekend features live music from
Anne-Marie Sanderson and Isabel
Rumble at The Threshing Barn on
Saturday 19 September (£15 / £10
concessions).

The trail runs 4–6th, 11–13th and 18–
20th September, with venues open
12–4pm. Exhibition entry is free.

C u l t u r e  &  A r t s
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H a l t w h i s t l e  M u s i c  F e s t i v a l
The Haltwhistle Music Festival takes
place from Friday 4 -Sunday 6
September, and features over 25
different free events over the
weekend! You can pick up a copy of
our free programme in most shops,
cafes and pubs in town - or check
out our website at
www.haltwhistlemusicfestival.co.uk!

th th

To give you a quick flavour of what
we’ve got coming up, we’ve shared
our schedule for the festival over
the next few pages of the Herald.
We look forward to seeing you
there!
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H a l t w h i s t l e  M u s i c  F e s t i v a l
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H a l t w h i s t l e  M u s i c  F e s t i v a l
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Pop them into plastic bags and freeze
until you need to use them for
cooking or fill a jar and top up with
olive oil and keep in fridge for a
couple of weeks. You can also put
them into a pan of olive oil, simmer
for a few minutes then pack into a
sterilised jar. Store in a cool
cupboard. These would make great
presents for a foodie friend.

Come and help us pick ours and
prepare for next years crop at Hillside
Community Space.
Thursday 10 am till 12 noon. All
welcome.

H a l t w h i s t l e  H o r t i c u l t u r e
Article for Haltwhistle Herald –
September Edition

“Tomehto” or “Tomahto”

However you pronounce them, they
are everywhere at this time of the
year.  If you grow them, they have all
ripened at once.  Every store has
them on “two for one” or “specials”.

So what to do with them?  Sun Drying
could be the answer…….you don’t
actually need the sun.  You can use
your oven.  It intensifies the flavour
and sweetness and you can use them
all winter.  

Wash and dry, cut in half or quarters.  
You can use a variety of sizes and
colours but try to keep the size all
similar (about half a golf ball).  In a
bowl, drizzle over some olive oil and a
little sea salt.  Mix well.  Spread out
on a baking sheet, sprinkle with some
dried herbs of choice (or non) and
pop in a low oven (around 120
degrees centigrade) for
approximately three hours. When you
are happy with the consistency
remove and allow to cool.
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    Kindly sponsored by the Roman Army Museum

H i d d e n  H i s t o r y
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    Kindly sponsored by the Roman Army Museum

The Haltwhistle History Group, as
agreed at the AGM this year, will be
holding another evening meeting in
September - on Wednesday 9th at
7.30 pm in the Comrades Club by
kind permission, there will be a talk
by Jan Milward entitled “What’s a
Nice Girl Like You Doing in a Place
like this?” about women in the
Crimean War.

Hidden
Hi s tory

Next
Generat ion
Join us for a fun and exciting steel
pans workshop on Wednesday 2nd
September at Hillside, delivered by
the Sunshine Panner Steel Band.
Two sessions are available: 4.30–
5.30pm and 5.30–6.30pm. Open to
children aged 7+. Places are limited
to 16 per session. Youth workers
will be present.

Contact Ayesha on 07835163927 to
book.
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RSV
Everyone aged 75 and over, those
aged 65 to 74 in certain at-risk
groups, and people who are severely
immunocompromised are eligible for
the NHS respiratory syncytial virus
(RSV) vaccine. RSV is a common virus
that infects the lungs and airways.
While symptoms are often mild, RSV
can cause serious illness in older
adults, including pneumonia,
bronchitis, flare-ups of existing lung
conditions, and may require hospital
treatment.

We are currently inviting eligible
patients who have not yet received
their RSV vaccination.
There is no need to contact the
practice to book this vaccination, as
eligible patients will be contacted
directly. Please keep an eye out for a
text message, phone call, or invitation
from the practice. Thank you for
helping us protect our community

H e a l t h  M a t t e r s
Haltwhistle Medical Group - Autumn
2026 Vaccinations COVID and Flu

We are pleased to inform you that we
are able to offer COVID-19 and
seasonal flu vaccinations at the
practice throughout October for our
eligible patients this autumn.
Please do not use the National
Booking Service (119) to try to book
an appointment at our practice. Our
vaccination appointments are not
available through the National
Booking Service and will not appear
on their system

Eligible Patients: 
Flu:   Everyone aged 65+ or those in
certain at-risk groups (e.g. diabetes
or asthma)
Covid:  Everyone aged 75+ or those
who are severely
immunocompromised
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H E A L T H
Hexham General Hospital
War Memorial Hospital
Haltwhistle Health Centre
Cumbria Infirmary
Haltwhistle Dental Health
Geoff Steven and Sons Opticians
Anne Watson Podiatrist

 0344  8118111
 0844  8118111
01434 320077
01228 523444
 01434 322300
 01434 322217
01434 322723

S E R V I C E S
Police
Library & Tourist Information
Capontree Veterinary Centre
Co-op Funeral Director
Ian Blair Funeral Director
Northumberland Communities Together
Haltwhistle Family Hub
Cartmell Shepherd Solicitors

 999 or 101
01434 321863
01434 320705
01434 321755
01434 322400
01670 620015
01434 321761
01434 320362

S C H O O L S
Haltwhistle Academy
Haydon Bridge High School
Henshaw C of E Primary
Greenhead C of E Primary
Gilsland C of E Primary

01434 320467
01434 684422
01434 344324
01697 747347
01697 747302

L E I S U R E
Haltwhistle Golf Club
Haltwhistle Leisure Club

01697 747367
01434 320727

H E L P  L I N E S
Victim Support
Childline Counselling
Samaritan's Freephone
Farm Community Network
OneCall

0300 3033 797
0800 11  11

116 123
07002 32632

01670 536400

D i r e c t o r y
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https://www.google.com/search?q=haltwhistle+library&rlz=1C5CHFA_enGB894GB894&sxsrf=APwXEdeTxiPhM4RjSfBE9UveboUqtc_XPg%3A1683124252491&ei=HHBSZMzEHfmUhbIPz5SW-AI&ved=0ahUKEwjMwrq5rtn-AhV5SkEAHU-KBS8Q4dUDCA8&uact=5&oq=haltwhistle+library&gs_lcp=Cgxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAQAzILCC4QgAQQxwEQrwEyBQgAEIAEMgYIABAWEB4yGQguEIAEEMcBEK8BEJcFENwEEN4EEOAEGAE6DgguEIoFEMcBEK8BEJECOgoIABCABBAUEIcCOhwILhCKBRDHARCvARCRAhCXBRDcBBDeBBDgBBgBSgQIQRgAUABYywRgtwZoAHAAeACAAZsBiAG8BZIBAzUuMpgBAKABAcABAdoBBggBEAEYFA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp#


P I C T U R E  O F  T H E  M O N T H

Views of Haltwhistle and the local area

Share your pictures and photos of life in or around Haltwhistle
to haltwhistleherald@gmail.com, or drop them off in an envelope addressed to
the Herald at the library - don’t forget to include your name, and address if you

would like them returned.
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	Regular Events
	Churches Together - Praying Together: Every Monday, 10:30am, Holy Cross
	Haltwhistle Memory Café: First Monday of the month, 2-4pm, Community Room
	Greenhead Art Club (also crafts): Every Monday, 1:30-3pm, Village Hall
	Greenhead W.I.: Every second Monday 7pm, Greenhead Village Hall
	Henshaw W.I.: Every Monday 11-3, All Hallows Church Room
	Older People’s Project: Every Tuesday, 10am-12noon, Drop In, Methodist Church Hall
	Family Cafe: First Tuesday, 2-3pm, Drop-In, free refreshments, Family Hub
	Mothers' Union: Every second Tuesday, 2:15pm, Holy Cross
	Bardon Mill Film Night: Every third Tuesday, 4pm in the church room
	Warhammer Club: Every Tuesday, 5-7pm, Bonnie’s Cafe
	Bricks & Banter: Every Tuesday 7-9pm, Mindful Hub (2, Station Court)
	Community Gardeners: Every Wednesday, 9.45am-12.30pm, meet behind Pillar Box Cafe
	Knit & Natter: Every Wednesday, 2pm, Haltwhistle Library
	Craft & Chat: Every Wednesday, 2pm, Holy Cross
	Haltwhistle Friendship Group: Every Wednesday, 1-3pm, Community Room
	Haltwhistle W.I.: Every 1st Thursday 7:15pm, Comrades Club
	Calico Hinnies: Every 4th Thursday, 10:00-2.30pm, Greenhead Village Hall
	Men’s Brunch: Every 3rd Friday, 10:15-12, Hillside Park Avenue, Free
	Badminton For All: Every Friday, 10am-12noon, Haltwhistle Leisure Centre
	Stay and Play: Term Time Fridays, 10.00am-11.30am (drop in), 0-5yrs,  Family Hub
	ZigZag Days: Alternate Fridays, from 10am, for info call Sue 07935 259 416
	New Hadrian Singers: Every Friday, 7pm, Hospital Community Room
	Haltwhistle Art Club: Every Friday, 10.30-2:30pm, Methodist Church Hall
	Breakfast Club:  Last Sunday of the Month, bacon butties, tea and coffee, 9am-1pm, Greenhead Village Hall
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	From The Editorial Team
	Photographs - we haven’t been sent any photos of old Haltwhistle over the last few months so we will now be using the back page for any local scenes, please do send us some! Thank you to Canon Steve Wright for our front cover this month, our email address is below.
	What a summer we have had with so much sunny, warm weather.You can read all about the Carnival, held in July on pages 26 and 27, as well as our successful twinning event in France on page 28.
	Concluding a great summer we have   the Haltwhistle Music Festival this weekend (4th to 6th September). An outline programme of all the events planned is on pages 31 to 33 or pick up a full programme from the library, and shops around town. This, and the Hadrian’s Wall Art Trail, will be a a great way to celebrate our strong community and have fun.
	We can then turn our attention to Harvest Festival, musical events and suppers - all listed in the What’s On Section.
	Whatever you chose to do - have a wonderful time and don’t forget to send us some photos as we don’t have an official photographer - it’s you!
	Our next edition will be October so contributions need to be with us by the 20th September at the very latest please, maximum 250 words with a couple of pictures. To send contributions or to contact us email haltwhistleherald@gmail.com
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	Haltwhistle Partnership
	Community Shops Fund – Autumn Round Opens 7th September
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	Town Council
	Town Council
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	Chamber of Trade
	30 more years of shopping local
	In 1990 the Department of Transport’s Northern Regional Office conducted a survey to ask Haltwhistle residents to decide on the best By-Pass route for the A69. Three routes were proposed in the Haltwhistle Relief Road scheme conceived in 1988 and after consultation, construction was started on the single carriageway which skirts around the southern stretches of our town. The new road was designed to bring us relief from the dirt, spray and fumes from the heavy congestion suffered at the west end, particularly during the summer months with tourists travelling through our town from the east and west coasts.
	No coincidence then, that in 1995, the Haltwhistle Partnership Regeneration Project commissioned the Haltwhistle Shopping Survey, seeking comments from 97 households, 190 local residents and 25 traders to inform a strategy to combat downturns in commercial activity. Just as today, the report 30 years ago suggested the importance of encouraging a “Shop Local” ethos, and reported that free parking, friendly shopkeepers and good value for money were the three main reasons why residents shop in town. We still have all three attributes, and with a fantastic sense of community and willingness to offer visitors a warm welcome, our Main Street is still going strong.

	XVIII

	Local Hero
	Sean Glenton
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	Holy Cross, Haltwhistle
	The big event in our church as far as the town is concerned is the music festival on the first weekend of September which all three churches have joined in with by hosting events over the weekend. We are pleased to be able to help do our bit for the good of the town and hope that Haltwhistle gets lots of visitors to enjoy the various events being staged over that weekend.
	We are contributing to the music ourselves with a Choral Evensong on Sunday 6th September at 6pm when the Antiphon Choir is coming to lead the music while we give thanks to God for music and harmony. All welcome to attend – no booking required and refreshments will be available beforehand.
	From the Registers:

	XXI

	St Cuthberts, Greenhead
	XXII

	All Hallows, Henshaw
	It’s been a long time coming, and it doesn’t make for an exciting picture in the magazine, but All Hallows Henshaw has a new boiler and what a journey it’s been! One of the problems is that we want to do our bit to look after the planet and we spent a long time looking into how we might avoid replacing our boiler with another oil fired version. Finding out whether the electricity supply was strong enough at the church for a more modern electrical heating system was not as easy as we thought but after a lot of back and forth between the electric company and electricians it was determined that the only workable solution with technology at its present level was to continue with oil fired heating. A lot of larger rural places face this dilemma.
	Trying to put our Christian ideals into practice is sometimes quite difficult! For the present, we take it that, as the joke says, ‘Solar power is the future. But it won’t happen overnight.’
	XXIII


	View From The Vicarage
	Canon Steve Wright
	Although I took it for granted at the time, growing up in a home where we were all forced to learn instruments was a great blessing. I say forced because I wasn’t the best as a lad at practicing but when I was making too heavy weather of it, my parents would ask me if I’d prefer to learn a different instrument the next year. I went through various instruments through primary school and early secondary school and love the understanding of harmony and music that it left me with. Harmony is such a wonderful gift of God and I hope Haltwhistle’s music festival will encourage some people to take up an instrument, or join a choir. The singing will do you good 😊
	CHURCH SERVICES
	Church of England
	First Sunday of September - 10am Group service, St Cuthbert’s Beltingham
	Other Sundays of September -
	9.30am Holy Cross, Haltwhistle
	11am St. Cuthbert’s, Greenhead
	11am All Hallows’ Henshaw
	Thursdays 10am - a quiet meditative service - Holy Cross, Haltwhistle
	Roman Catholic Services

	9.30am on Thursdays at St. Wilfrid's Church Haltwhistle
	Methodist Services

	10.30am on Sundays at Haltwhistle Methodist Church

	CONTACTS
	Church of England
	Methodist
	Roman Catholic
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	Methodist Church
	Holy Cross 100 Club
	First Prize – 15, Second prize – 34 , Third Prize – 89
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	XXVI

	Haltwhistle Carnival
	Carnival Committee and a team of supporters hosted several events for the community to enjoy. Events kicked off with the Annual Celebration - in collaboration with local charity, Warm Welcome, and the second year of the 'Party at the Pool' at Haltwhistle Leisure centre which celebrates our amazing facility. The town also enjoyed the annual quiz, a darts competition, the ever-popular car treasure hunt and an open bowls competition which were very well supported by the local community. Carnival weekend arrived and the sun was shining! The annual duck race was a huge success with over 1,300 ducks racing (with encouragement) to the Alston Arches. The town's shop windows were decorated with the theme of 'World Cup' to bring a splash of Carnival atmosphere and excitement to the Main Street.
	Carnival Day was a fantastic finale! Record-breaking crowds watched the dazzling display of floats ranging from the Artemis Mission to Toy Story to Stranger Things as they made their way through the town led by this year's Carnival Princess, Kesha, and her attendants - the effort from each group was outstanding.
	Alasdair commented that he was blown away by the standard of the floats and costumes and really felt the community spirit on display - special thanks to Alasdair for giving up his time to support the day. After the parade, the crowds flocked to the carnival field for an afternoon in the sun.
	XXVII

	Haltwhistle Carnival
	Ayesha Jackson, on behalf of the Carnival Committee, said: "Haltwhistle Carnival is a special community event which brings the whole town together. It is clear to see how much time and energy goes into making the floats and the costumes. None of the events would be possible without our dedicated Committee and so many volunteers who give up their time throughout the year to make sure the event is successful. We want to thank the community for turning up to every single event; buying raffle tickets, ducks and draw tickets; donating prizes and baking cakes; giving generously on the day and for giving the event such a positive buzz - the continued support makes sure that this special event can continue for years to come’.
	XXVIII

	Out & About
	Town Twinning
	A new plaque was unveiled to commemorate the planting of a sycamore tree in the park Haltwhistle Square, showing solidarity and support following the tragic loss of our much-loved Sycamore Gap tree on Hadrian's Wall.

	XXIX
	XXX

	Culture & Arts
	XXX1

	Haltwhistle Music Festival
	To give you a quick flavour of what we’ve got coming up, we’ve shared our schedule for the festival over the next few pages of the Herald. We look forward to seeing you there!

	Haltwhistle Music Festival
	Haltwhistle Music Festival
	XXXIV
	XXXV

	Haltwhistle Horticulture
	Article for Haltwhistle Herald – September Edition

	XXXVI
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	Hidden History
	XXXVIII
	Kindly sponsored by the Roman Army Museum
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	Next Generation
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	Health Matters
	Haltwhistle Medical Group - Autumn 2026 Vaccinations COVID and Flu
	We are pleased to inform you that we are able to offer COVID-19 and seasonal flu vaccinations at the practice throughout October for our eligible patients this autumn.
	Please do not use the National Booking Service (119) to try to book an appointment at our practice. Our vaccination appointments are not available through the National Booking Service and will not appear on their system
	Eligible Patients:
	Flu:   Everyone aged 65+ or those in certain at-risk groups (e.g. diabetes or asthma)
	Covid:  Everyone aged 75+ or those who are severely immunocompromised
	Everyone aged 75 and over, those aged 65 to 74 in certain at-risk groups, and people who are severely immunocompromised are eligible for the NHS respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) vaccine. RSV is a common virus that infects the lungs and airways. While symptoms are often mild, RSV can cause serious illness in older adults, including pneumonia, bronchitis, flare-ups of existing lung conditions, and may require hospital treatment.
	We are currently inviting eligible patients who have not yet received their RSV vaccination.
	There is no need to contact the practice to book this vaccination, as eligible patients will be contacted directly. Please keep an eye out for a text message, phone call, or invitation from the practice. Thank you for helping us protect our community
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