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ST. NICHOLAS’ CHURCH,                                                                                                           

BRADFIELD 

Founded 1109, rebuilt 1480                                                                  

Grade 1 listed building 

 

 

Dear friends, 

Welcome to our August–October edition of the church 

magazine. I hope you enjoy reading about all that has been 

happening in the life of our church over recent months.  

Inside, you'll also find news of the many exciting events and 

opportunities coming up in the months ahead. I am deeply 

grateful to everyone who contributes to this magazine and to 

the many people whose faithful service enables our church 

community to flourish.  

I believe the church is called to be a community that reflects 

God's vision for how we are to live together—with love, grace, 

generosity, and hope. Of course, the Church is far from perfect 

because we, its people, are far from perfect. Yet despite our 

flaws, the church offers something unique to the wider 

community: a place where people seek to grow together in 

faith, support one another, and discover the transforming love 

of Jesus. 

As I read St Paul's letters to the early churches, I am often 

struck by how frequently he writes about unity and how 

essential it is for a healthy, thriving church. I sometimes wonder 

what those first Christian communities were really like. We 

know only glimpses of their relationships, their disagreements,  
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their struggles, and their joys. Yet one thing united them all: a 

shared desire to place their hope and trust in Jesus Christ. That 

commitment was often costly and challenging, but they 

remained faithful. 

My prayer is that we, too, will continue to grow as a church 

family— where everyone from all ages and walks of life feels 

included and like they belong. I hope this magazine encourages 

you, helps you feel connected to all that is happening, and 

perhaps inspires you to become involved in the life of our 

church in new ways. 

Revd. Will 

 

Sunday Services at 10.30am 

The pattern of Sunday services each month is 

usually as follows, excepting some special days: 

1st Sunday:   Common Worship 

2nd Sunday:  All Ages Service 

3rd Sunday:  Holy Communion (BCP) 

4th Sunday:  Common Worship 

5th Sunday:  Holy Communion (BCP) 

      (BCP – Book of Common Prayer)  
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Special Dates to note: 
 

Sunday 9th August 

   10.30am All Ages Service and Bring and 

Share Lunch 

 

Monday 24th August 

  7.30pm – 8.30pm Prayer and Worship 

 

Sunday 13th September 

    4pm Licensing of Revd.Will Gower as  

Priest in Charge at St.Nicholas’ Church.    

                   

Sunday 4th October 

  10.30am Harvest Festival    

 

Friday 9th October  

      7.30pm Harvest Barn Dance with Pie and Pea 

Supper in Bradfield Village Hall. More details to follow. 

 

Saturday 17th October 

      10.00am  - 1.00pm Macmillan Coffee Morning 

in Bradfield Church 

 

Tuesday 3rd and Wednesday 4th November 

                 Ploughman’s Lunches in Bradfield Village 

Hall.  12 – 2pm.  More details to follow. 
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTER: 

Baptisms 

Welcome to the Church Family 

14th June:  Lennie Adrian Wright 

12th July:   Five adults and 1 child were baptised in the river 

in Low Bradfield. 

We gathered in Low Bradfield for a very special service 

celebrating the baptisms of six people. It was a joyful and 

memorable occasion, with many friends, family members, 

and members of our church community coming together to 

support and celebrate those taking this important step in 

their faith. We were also delighted that many people passing 

by stopped to see what was happening and share in the 

atmosphere. 

The duck pond was full as we worshipped together with 

children's songs and activities, hymns led by the Dungworth 

Singers, and a reflection on the story of the feeding of the 

five thousand. We then brought the story to life by sharing 

Holy Communion in smaller groups, reminding us of God's 

abundant provision and our unity as one family in Christ. 

After the service, everyone enjoyed time together at the 

Village Hall, where we shared hot roast pork sandwiches 

followed by ice cream from Our Cow Molly! The service was 

a real highlight, and we hope it will be the first of many 

similar occasions in the future. 
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Weddings 

5th June - James Andrew Wiltshire & Leanne Beatrice Holder 

6th June - Leo Albert Edgar & Ruth Evelyn Goldacre 

4th July - Harry Albert Helliwell & Olivia Frances Allen 

11th July - William Richard Cromack & Bryony Grace Hawley 

25th July - Reece Craig Archer & Madeline Sarah Dowd 

Funerals 
We offer our sympathy and prayers to the families of  

Elma Bruce, Judy Tesch, Barry Wallis, Pauline Stafford 

 and Robert (Bob) Hudson.  

                      

Flower Group 
Wednesday 16th September    2pm in Church  

Please bring a basket or container to make an 

arrangement of Autumn flowers, fruit and berries. 

                   

Saturday 3rd October 10am in Church 

                We are decorating the Church for Harvest. 
                All welcome to help. Please bring gifts in the  
                morning 
 

Wednesday 14th October 1.30pm at Holdworth Bank. 
Onion peeling. Please bring a sharp knife. Tissues 
provided.  
 

Tuesday 3rd & Wednesday 4th November 

Ploughman’s lunches 12noon – 2pm in the Village 

Hall. Pies and savoury flans will be welcome and  

produce for our stall – jams, pickles etc  
                                                               Ethel 
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Baptism and Faith  

  The testimony of Jonathan Cass 

who was baptised in the river in Low Bradfield on 12th July. 

 

Background 

I was born and brought up in Cardiff, my parents and I were regular 

church goers to our local Methodist church.  Whilst I was never 

baptised and for a long time I did not go to church I have always felt 

there is a mystery and sense of purpose in my life.   It was when I 

married Rachel at St Nicholas’ 13 years ago I felt a sense of the 

numinous in this place, its beauty and being part of God’s plan. 

To me faith has never been easy or straightforward, but what has 
struck a chord for me is the speech of Sir Thomas More in “Man for 
all Seasons”:  

"God made the angels to show Him splendour, as He made animals 
for innocence and plants for their simplicity. But man He made to 
serve Him wittily in the tangle of his mind."    

River baptism 

Being from Wales with its ancient churches and standing stones I was 

struck with living in a place where the Christian message and mission 

first took root and flourished in the British Isles. The first of the 

Christian martyrs, Julian and Aaron had their shrine just down the 

road from Cardiff at Caerleon and outside our school gates was the 

green mound from which the early saints, Isan and Edeyrn preached, 

and next too it was the pool of fresh water where they baptised.   

It is in honour of that tradition and step of faith and mission that we 
are to use the flowing waters and seek God’s blessing 
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Service and love 
It is also from that same tradition and time that I feel the calling of 
faith through the sayings of St David:  "Be Joyful, keep the faith and 
do the small things you have heard and seen me do".    
 
St.David’s Cathedral, Pembrokeshire 
 

 

To me the message is clear, to serve and be joyful in service, and that 
no act of service is too small to show love of God and your fellow 
man. 

References: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edeyrn 
https://www.britishpilgrimage.org/places/shrines-of-roman-era-
martyrs-caerleon 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7kH1Ki9uUII 
https://www.britainexpress.com/wales/cardiff/margam-stones-
museum.htm  
https://www.stdavidscathedral.org.uk/cy/node/126 
https://www.cardiffparks.org.uk/roathpark/info/llandennis.shtml 

 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edeyrn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7kH1Ki9uUII
https://www.stdavidscathedral.org.uk/cy/node/126
https://www.cardiffparks.org.uk/roathpark/info/llandennis.shtml
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A Safer Church 
 
I am Naomi and am the Parish Safeguarding Officer (PSO) at Bradfield 
Church. 
 
On Tuesday 7th July, a group of members of the congregation met in 
church. The session was led by Lyn Adamson, our Diocesan 
Safeguarding Training Officer. Every person who attended enjoyed 
the session and said how informative it was. We all had the 
opportunity to raise anything we wished to raise and to discuss 
anything we wished to discuss.  
 
The morning session focussed on a basic awareness of safeguarding 
issues, discussing what they are, how to recognise them and what to 
do about it. The afternoon sessions focussed on raising awareness of 
domestic abuse, talking about the different forms this can take, how 
it may present and what we can do to help. 
 
We shared lunch together, kindly organised by Josie which was a 
great social opportunity. 
 
For those who were unable to attend, we will be organising another 
session in the autumn, so look out for details. 
 
I would like to take the opportunity to reassure people that there is 
no test or exam associated with this training in church at all. It is 
simply an opportunity to find out more and what we can do to help. 
 
If you would like to chat to me about Safeguarding to find out more, I 
am available on Sunday mornings or by email 
pso@bradfieldchurch.org 
 
Naomi 

 

mailto:pso@bradfieldchurch.org
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Martin Johnson Opticians 

• Optomap©  Retinal Exam 

• Designer Frames and 

Sunglasses 

• Specialist Lenses 

• Friendly Personal Service 

• On-site Laboratory 

• Dedicated Staff 

• Full range of contact 

lenses 

• Laser Surgery Advice 

Sheffield 0114 233 2600 
13 Middlewood Road 

Hillsborough, Sheffield S6 4GU 

 

ASHTON  ALARMS 

Intruder Alarm Installations 
All Alarms Serviced 

and Repaired 
Fire Alarms and CCTV 

 

9 Gilpin Street 

Sheffield S6 3BL 

Please ring 0114 275 6335 

Email: 

enquiries@ashtonalarms.co.uk 

www.ashtonalarms.co.uk 
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Making Music in Bradfield… 19th June 2026 

What an enjoyable evening we had!  So much musical talent 

and such diversity!     

The evening began with the tuneful sounds of Bradfield 

Handbells, a sound which we hear rarely but most often at 

Christmas.  Later, we were entertained by harmonies from the 

Dungworth Singers, who performed folk songs and Sankey 

hymns. It was a pleasure to have such a well- executed 

programme from both groups.  

We thank all those who took part, especially the young 

musicians and singers.  The children from Bradfield Dungworth 

School had generously given up their lunchtimes to practise 

their songs which included a lively and confident performance 

of “ Mama Mia” and “You’ve got the Power” (with gestures). 

Their performance was much appreciated. Well done!. 

Freddie impressed us with his playing of the Church organ, in 

particular with the piece he had composed himself called 

“Waves”.   Being only 15, his mastery of this complex 

instrument is amazing and the composition captivated the 

audience. 

Holly enchanted us with a beautiful and personal interpretation 

of “Falling in Love with you”, made familiar by Elvis Presley. 

Holly has a lovely voice and it deserves to be heard more often.  

We also enjoyed the music which Tom, Max and Jamie 

provided, bringing a more modern tone to the evening. Usually, 
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Tom and Max are members of a band of four* but on this 

occasion, with two members unavailable, they persuaded 

Jamie, who plays the piano, to support them. You would not 

have known that they were unaccustomed to performing 

together as they gave their own warm, lively rendition of songs 

by Oasis, Arctic Monkeys and others.  

What the evening demonstrated was that we have many 

enthusiastic, competent musicians and singers in the 

community. Everyone enjoyed their music and we hope there 

will be more occasions when we can be well entertained by 

them. 

Elizabeth Walker 

*Footnote: Thomas (lead singer and guitarist) and Max (drummer) 

are in a band called The Steelwaves, an indie music band. You can 

check out their social media posts on Instagram and Facebook to see 

their upcoming gigs.  

https://www.instagram.com/thesteelwaves?igsh=dHpoNjVoNHB1aD

d5 

https://www.facebook.com/share/191sfcNpyx/?mibextid=wwXIfr 

 

 

  

If you have any news, articles or information you 

would like to include in the Church Magazine, please 

send to Elizabeth Walker at  

erwalker715@btinternet.com 

Your contributions will be welcome. 

https://www.instagram.com/thesteelwaves?igsh=dHpoNjVoNHB1aDd5
https://www.instagram.com/thesteelwaves?igsh=dHpoNjVoNHB1aDd5
https://www.facebook.com/share/191sfcNpyx/?mibextid=wwXIfr
mailto:erwalker715@btinternet.com
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Introducing our Churchwardens –  

Jane Gregory  

I am delighted to have been appointed as Churchwarden at Bradfield 

St Nicholas Church. I have been a member of the church and one of 

its bell ringers for 35 years. During that time, I served as Deputy 

Churchwarden for four years and have been Church Treasurer for the 

past three years. 

I am looking forward to working alongside Revd Will Gowers, my 

fellow Churchwarden, John Marples, the PCC and our many 

dedicated volunteers to support the life and mission of our church. It 

is a privilege to serve our church family, care for our beautiful historic 

building, and help ensure that St Nicholas Church remains a 

welcoming place of worship and fellowship for everyone in the 

coming years. 

Bradfield St Nicholas Church has been an important part of my life. 

My husband, Paul, and I were married here 29 years ago, making this 

church especially close to my heart. 

Outside of church, I enjoy walking my two Labradors, Rosy and Bella, 

and cycling around the beautiful countryside of Bradfield and 

Derbyshire. I am now retired, having spent 37 years as a Civil Servant, 

and I look forward to being able to devote more time to supporting 

our church and community. 

I look forward to welcoming members of our increasing church family 

and the wider community in the months and year ahead. 

Jane Gregory 
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 … and John Marples  

Many of you will already know me, and if not, you will almost 

certainly have heard me! I have been the Tower Captain of our 

ringing team for the past 38 years. I first came to St Nicholas' Church 

in 1980 to learn bell ringing and have therefore been connected with 

the church for 44 years. 

Over the years, I have had the privilege of serving the church in a 

variety of roles, including PCC Secretary during the 1990s and 2000s, 

PCC member, and more recently Parish Safeguarding Officer. These 

experiences have given me a deep appreciation for both the life of 

our church and the people who make it such a special community. 

St Nicholas' has been the spiritual home of our entire family. I met 

my wife, Naomi, in the ringing chamber at Bradfield, and we have 

worshipped and served within the church community since our 

marriage in 1989. Our two now-grown children were brought up 

here, and our daughter was married in the church three years ago. 

Our son continues to be actively involved in many aspects of church 

life. Even our Labrador, Jet, joins us for Friday evening ringing 

practice! 

Outside church life, I work as a Systems Engineer at Stocksbridge 

Steel Works. I am also a keen musician and play the English 

concertina with the Penistone Folk Ensemble—keep an eye out for us 

at the Harvest Ceilidh in September. I have a lifelong interest in 

engineering, particularly steam railways, and have built a model 

railway at home, which keeps me out of mischief and provides a little 

escape from the day-to-day routine. 
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Naomi and I both trained with the Diocese of Sheffield to serve as 

Focal Ministers for St Nicholas', taking an active role in Sunday 

worship and the wider ministry of the church. 

It is a privilege to take on the role of Churchwarden, and I look 

forward to working alongside my friend and fellow Churchwarden, 

Jane Gregory, and Revd Will Gowers as we serve the congregation 

and support the ongoing life and mission of St Nicholas'. As we enter 

a new chapter in the history of our church, I am excited to play my 

part in helping St Nicholas' continue to flourish as a place of worship, 

fellowship, and service to the community. 

John Marples 
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      The Old Horns Inn 

        Towngate                  

       High Bradfield 

      Sheffield S6 6LG 
 
        Tel:  0114 285 1207        

        Email:   theoldhorns@aol.co.uk 

       Website: www.theoldhorns.co.uk 
 

THE BRADFIELD 

CRICKET CLUB 

LOW BRADFIELD 

Join us on Saturday or 

Sunday afternoon to watch 

cricket. 

 
We also have Junior 

and Ladies’ Teams. 

All welcome to come and 

play. 

Contact Mick Bocking 

07711292455 

 

 

CRICKET VIEW 

STORES AND POST 

OFFICE 

LOW BRADFIELD 

For your shopping 

basics 

or a tasty snack in 

our friendly café. 
 

Hot and Cold Drinks 

Fresh Sandwiches, Lovely 

Cakes & Pastries, 

 Ice-cream and Treats. 

 

 

mailto:theoldhorns@aol.co.uk
http://www.theoldhorns.co.uk/
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MOTHERS UNION PROGRAMME 2026 

We are meeting in the mornings at St.Nicholas’ Church as 

often as possible so that members who have school run 

commitments can join us.  We hope that this change of time 

will enable young Mums to join us too.  If you can, come 

along at 10.00am before the 10.30am meetings to share 

refreshments and fellowship.  Please note the other times 

and venues on some dates.  

Thursday 6th August   7.00pm  Caravan Beetle Drive – To 

raise funds for families who haven’t had a holiday for several 

years.  Everyone welcome to a fun evening with 

refreshments and raffle. Admission by donation. 

Sunday 9th August   2pm    Mary Sumner Day – Service at 

Sheffield Cathedral followed by picnic.   

Friday 21st August   Worldwide Wave of Prayer –at 106 

Acorn Drive, Stannington. 

Thursday 3rd September 10.30am   a speaker from  

Mary’s Meals on feeding hungry children.   

                                                       

Thursday 1st October     10.30am   AGM and Fellowship 

 

Thursday 5th November 10.30am   Craft for Christmas  

 

MOTHERS UNION 100 years Celebration 

Bradfield in 1926 was a quiet, rural community defined by 

rolling moorland, farms and three dams. The General Strike 
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caused poverty and living conditions were harsh. St Nicholas 

Church was the historic focal point of the village, and it was 

where the significant happening was the founding of the 

branch of the Mothers’ Union. 

A hundred years later we continue to have a flourishing branch, 

meeting on the same day of the week as it was 100 years ago. 

How amazing is that? 

This was certainly something worth celebrating so we began by 

praying for guidance which we certainly needed for such a big 

event. We decided to incorporate our Celebration with 

Ecclesfield Deanery Festival and Mothers’ Union 150th 

Anniversary. We felt that advertising our special event was 

important, so banners were ordered and duly posted on the 

Church gate and on the Old Horns wall. We also had tote bags 

printed with our MU logo and our branch details to be handed 

out to all who attended. Our wish was to include all facets of 

Bradfield, so invitations were either hand delivered or emailed 

to residents and local organisations. Churches in Chapeltown, 

Ecclesfield, Grenoside, High Green, Oughtibridge, Stannington 

& Wadsley were invited. When replies came in we were able to 

organise the catering, including paper plates, cups, glasses and 

prosecco for 80 people. 

Rev Will organised the service of Holy Communion with our 

help, our Diocesan Chaplain Father Richard Parker preached 

followed by Jo-Anne Van Levesley our Diocesan President who 

read out a personal letter to our branch from Kathleen Snow 
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our Worldwide President. Reading and Prayers were done by 

MU members. 

It was such a special occasion with Ethel and the help of her 

flower ladies decorating the Church so beautifully and making a 

special arrangement for members no longer with us. There was 

also a display of old photographs which aroused much interest. 

Our sincere thanks we give to the feoffees who generously gave 

us a considerable donation towards our significant celebration. 

What a help that was.  

It was certainly a service of Thanksgiving and Hope for the 

future of Mothers Union here in the coming years. 

 Love Pauline. 

On behalf of Mary, Josie & Rachel 

 

Church Draw 

 3rd May 

 112 Chris Connelly 

 120 Carol Leichert 

 191 Pat Franks 

7th June 

 281 Joanna Howe 

 163 Ivy Morris 

 161 Sue Shepherd 

5th July 

 178 Richard Panniker 

 175 Jill Helliwell 

 213 John Marples 
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News from the Bell Tower… 
 
So much has been happening over the past few months, so here are a 
few highlights: 
 
Two of our learners, Izzie & Tanya, have achieved their Level 1 
certificate for bell handling. Congratulations to them both! This 
means that they have learned how to ring a bell independently. They 
are now working on their next steps, to ring a bell with a team of 
either 5 or 7 other people. 
 
One of our young ringers, Noah, has rung a Quarter Peal of Grandsire 
Doubles – this involves ringing for around 50 minutes without 
stopping in a method he has been learning to ring. Well done Noah! 
He rang this on Father’s Day and also on his 18th birthday. 
 
Sunday, 21 June 2026 in 46m (11–1–0 in F) 
1260 Grandsire Doubles 
1 Aneurin Kennerley 
2 Naomi Marples 
3 Noah Kennerley 
4 Rosalind Fox 
5 John Marples (C) 
6 Aled Kennerley 
1st in method - 3 
Rung on Father's Day to celebrate the 18th birthday of Noah 
Kennerley. 
 
Our team sadly learned on the sudden passing, after a lengthy illness, 
of a former team member, Professor Nigel Dunnett. Nigel rang with 
us for around 17 years. He was a well known in the world of 
horticulture, famous for designing the 2012 Olympic Park alongside 
many other projects like green roofs etc. We rang a Quarter Peal to 
give thanks for his life, consisting of 10 different methods. 
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Sunday, 10 May 2026 in 45m (11–1–0 in F) 
1260 Doubles (10m/v) 
120 each of, St Augustine, Reverse St Bartholomew, Northrepps, All 
Saints Place, Reverse Canterbury, Southrepps, Clifford's Pleasure, 
Plain Bob, April Day and 180 Grandsire. 
1 Andrew Kirk 
2 Naomi Marples 
3 Rosalind Fox 
4 John Marples (C) 
5 Jack Marples 
6 Martin Potts 
Most methods rung to a Quarter Peal by the team. 
Ring in celebration of the life of Professor Nigel Dunnett, former 
member of our team. 
 
Finally we have been celebrating the success of our 2 youngest 
ringers, Aled & Noah, who recently rang in the Ringing World 
National Youth Contest, alongside 6 other members of the Yorkshire 
Tykes (a group for ringers aged 18 and under and based in Yorkshire) 
in Nottingham and they were proud to be placed in 4th place. 
 
Naomi Marples 

Fancy a go at playing handbells? 

Bradfield Handbell Ringers are a small friendly group who meet 
on Wednesday evenings in St Nicholas’ Church, Bradfield 
between 7-9 pm.  We are looking to welcome some new bell 
ringers. Being able to read music is an advantage but not 
essential. If you are interested please contact us on the email  

 

bradfieldhandbells1@gmail.com 
 

We look forward to hearing from you, 

Jean Panniker and Gill Vallance 

mailto:bradfieldhandbells1@gmail.com
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Support St Nicholas Bradfield Every Time 

You Shop Online 

Did you know that you can raise FREE donations for St Nicholas Bradfield 

every time you shop online? 

Whether you're buying groceries, booking a holiday or shopping for gifts, 

over 8,000 retailers, including eBay, Argos, John Lewis & Partners, M&S, 

ASOS and Booking.com, will donate to our church through easyfundraising 

at no extra cost to you. 

Getting started is easy: 

• Sign up free at easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stnicholas-bradfield 

• Visit easyfundraising before shopping online. 

• Shop as normal and the retailer will donate automatically. 

Thanks to our supporters, we've already raised over £200! Every new 

shopper helps us raise even more. 

 

For more information or help getting started, please speak to Jane 

Gregory or email Jane.Gregory@bradfieldchurch.org. 
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KEVIN’S CARPETS 

Carpets supplied, Fitted, 

Refitted 

All Accessories Available 
 

Over 40 Years’  

Experience 
 

Please ring on 

0114 270 1647 

or 

07780 948 284 
 

Many Samples to choose from 

Samples brought to your Door 

for you to choose at Home 

And, of course, Free 

Measuring 
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Your Family  

Funeral Director  

of Choice  

1/13 Camping Lane 

Sheffield S8 0GB 

Tel: 0114 – 2745508 

E-mail: info@gandmluntltd.com 

www.funeralservicessheffield.com 

Martyn and his team aim to take all the worry away 

from making funeral arrangements at what is a 

difficult and emotional time. They believe small details 

matter and work hard to ensure all wishes are carried 

out. Funeral arrangements can be made in the comfort 

of your own home or, if you prefer, you can visit the 

office.  

mailto:info@gandmluntltd.com
http://www.funeralservicessheffield.com/

