PARISH NEWS

The Beane Valley Benefice

www.achurchnearyou.com
St Mary the Virgin Aston, St Andrew’s Bramfield, St Mary the Virgin Stapleford,
St Michael and All Angels Waterford, St Andrew and St Mary Watton at Stone

October 2026

Here we are, officially in Autumn, that season of mists and mellow
fruitfulness. That time when the apples are ready for harvesting,

FRAYY.
the leaves are turning from green to beautiful reds and golds, and .j;?; 38
the wildlife is beginning to make its preparations for Winter. e

The seasons come and go, year after year, always the same, and yet I/b
always different, depending on what nature has chosen to provide ﬂé‘

for us. This summer has been exceptional, recorded as the hottest,
driest on record in this country. Some have enjoyed the hot sunny
days, but | suspect most of us have found it hard going. | know my
husband and | have survived by keeping windows and blinds closed
and doing the minimum.

But some have not had that luxury. Farmers have struggled to feed their livestock — many having to resort to
using supplies which should have been kept against the winter weather, because there is insufficient grass
available. Firefighters have been on alert against wildfires on our hillsides and moorlands — most started by
chance, but inexplicably, some started deliberately.

In other parts of the world there have been earthquakes and disasters caused by the changing climate — most
notably the recent glacial eruption in Nepal and Tibet which has caused so much damage and loss of life. We
can’t imagine what that must be like and can only pray for the people who have been affected.

It is easy, too easy, to blame all this on “nature”, as though some malign fairy has waved a cruel wand and
upset the equilibrium of the earth. But these changes have been happening gradually over the years as we
have pillaged earth’s resources for our own purposes.

When God created the earth and gave us dominion over his creation it was with the expectation that we
would care for it and maintain it — that we would replace and replenish what we took out to maintain a
healthy balance. Sadly, we haven’t done that, and we can only hope that we haven’t left it too late to make
reparation.

o

In his sermon on the mount Jesus lays down for us a pattern for life —
(Matthew Chapters 5, 6 & 7) these passages all exhort us to put
others first and ourselves second; to look outward instead of inward;
to be good neighbours and to care for the world in which we are set.
We still have it in us to start the fight back to restoring the earth and
caring for our environment. It only takes a little effort and a lot of
perseverance.

Then, when the meek inherit the earth it will be a place worth
gaining.

With Love and Blessings

Ann


http://www.achurchnearyou.com/

Living (GoA's Love

Beane Valley Benefice Services
October 2026

ALL are welcome

Although we are currently without a permanent
Rector, services in the Benefice continue with the
assistance of visiting clergy. Please do join us — you
will be made very welcome!!

Sunday 4" October

11am Watton TAC Contemporary Service
11am Aston Prayer and Praise

11.15am Stapleford Prayer and Praise
11.15am Waterford Holy Communion
No service in Bramfield today

Sunday 11t October

9.30am Watton Holy Communion

11am Watton TAC Contemporary Service
11am Aston Family Service

11.15am Bramfield Holy Communion
11.15am Stapleford Prayer and Praise
No service in Waterford today

Sunday 18" October

11am Watton TAC Contemporary Service
11am Aston Holy Communion

11.15am Stapleford HARVEST FESTIVAL Holy
Communion

11.15am Waterford Morning Prayer

No service in Bramfield today

Sunday 25 October

9.30am Watton PET SERVICE Prayer and Praise

11am Watton TAC Psalm Sunday and Breaking of Bread
11.15am Bramfield Prayer and Praise

11.15am Stapleford Holy Communion

No service in Aston or Waterford today

Sunday 1%t November

11am Watton TAC Contemporary Service
11am Aston Family Service

11.15am Stapleford Prayer and Praise

No service in Bramfield or Waterford today

Wednesday 21° October 2.30pm
STAPLEFORD VILLAGE TEA AFTERNOON in
CHURCH. All are welcome for tea, coffee,
cake and chat.

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND

& DIOCESE OF
®IE ST ALBANS

/2. Weddings — we celebrate the
"'~ marriage of

Natasha Jayne Page and Francis Gush on
21t September at St Mary, Stapleford

RIP — We Remember With Love
Joyce Cherry whose funeral and burial took
place at St Andrew, Bramfield on 27" August
James Harvey whose burial took place at

St Andrew and St Mary, Watton at Stone on

28™ August

‘Those whom we love and lose are no longer where
they were before; they are wherever we are.’
(St John Chrysostom)

On-line bereavement support
griefshare.org; thebereavementjourney.org;
cruse.org.uk; teardropgrief.co.uk;

ataloss.org;

CHURCHES OPEN as listed for quiet prayer

and visits:

WATERFORD St Michael and all Angels open DAILY
10am —4pm for more information Contact
Churchwarden Malcolm 01992 552531
m.t.wandrag@gmail.com

WATTON at STONE St Andrew & St Mary open DAILY
10am - 3pm for more information Contact
Churchwardens lan and Helen

ASTON St Mary’s open Sundays 12 noon - 4pm and
Wednesdays 10am - 5pm. Contact Churchwarden Sara
01438 880750

BRAMFIELD St Andrew’s Church. For visits contact
Churchwardens Dorothy 01992 582132 or Peggy 01992
550467

STAPLEFORD St Mary Open weekends. For visits
contact Peter 07870 681542, John 07773 392991 or
Lesley Atterwill 07773 392992

Opening churches is important. If you would be willing
to join a rota to help open and shut any of the churches
please contact the Churchwarden.

NEW ADDRESS: Fortnightly MONDAYS 2pm
ASTON Bible Study Fellowship 37 Trafford Close,
Stevenage, SG1 3RY with tea and biscuits All are
welcome Contact Pauline at
pauline.manley1966@gmail.com

=%, Sunday 25" October 9.30am
28T WATTON
e 4 CELEBRATE PETS SERVICE

St Andrew and St Mary’s Church - bring

your PETS (or cuddly toys) Large animals may be
blessed outside. EVERYONE is welcome

T Em——
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TAKE AWAY CHURCH (TAC)

NEW! EVERYONE WELCOME

FOR THE CURIOUS
FOR THE DOUBTFUL

FOR THE WONDERING
FOR THE INTRIGUED

We all have questions we have wanted to ask, about
life, faith...what’s going on...

But there’s never been the right time or place...
Could this be your time? Come and join us...

A choice of options:

We will be running a Daytime Alpha Course starting
Monday 21 September at 10am with tea and biscuits.

We will also be running an Evening Alpha Course
starting Wednesday 23" September at 6.30pm with a
light supper. We will be providing soup and a roll with
beverages.

If you are interested, please contact us to reserve your
place...

Please give us a ring 07780 452478
Or email Richard@Takeawaychurch.com
Details available from Alpha — Alpha:uk@alpha.org

VYouth Alpha...

B

YOUTH

Year @ to MYear 11
we are ruvmivg a Youth Alpha Course from
1% September 202.6.
WMeeting: 11a Beane Road, Watton at Stove.
Sa4 ZRG D ©.20pm.
Join us for supper.
Engage with duestions and discussions on life,
faith, and why are we here?

For further information and +o book your place,
please contact us 0F70 452479

e =

Alpha...

“I wanted to do Alpha to try and connect to my faith.
What | came out with was so much more. It completely
opened my faith up and | connected to it more than |
could ever imagine. Alpha is amazing. It answers a lot of
questions. Anyone looking to explore Christianity should
definitely try Alpha. | gained a family and changed my
life for the better.”

JS.
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- Play Space

Toddlers and Babies!
A village place for Mums,
Dads and carers fo meet
Watton at Stone

Tuesday mornings (Term time only)
Memorial Hall, High Street
Parking available.

Time: 9.30am - 12noon
Cost: £5.00 per child, and £1.00 per sibling

A lunch snack will be provided for the children.
Singing time at 11.30am

Run by Take Away Church (TAC), in conjunction with the
Parish church. Contact details:
’y Sharon @ 07931 325288

Come along and play, draw, paint, read, create, build,
listen, sing, ride, eat and have fun!!!
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3.30pm—5.30pm

Memorial Hall, High Street
Parking available

Age Range: Up to Year 6

Activities: Crafts, play, games, sewing,
Bible story and singing.
Cost: £3 per child, and £1 per sibling.

with Pizza and Pasta
Homemade cakes and scones available
to purchase from the Tea Room

Run by Take Away Church (TAC), in conjunction with the
Parish church. Contact details: Sharon @ 07931 325288



mailto:Richard@Takeawaychurch.com

TAC Tweens for Year 6, Year 7 and Year 8.
Friday evenings from 7.30pm to 9.30pm
Meeting at The Nigel Poulton Community Hall.
UP AND COMING DATES FOR THE DIARY:

October 9th and 23rd
November 6th and 20th
December 4th
Arts, Crafts, Games, Karaoke,

Tuck Shop and Refreshments
£3.00/person.
For further details, contact Sharon:

07931 325288 ’

ea Room
Memorial Hall,
Watton at Stone
Tuesdays (TERM TIME only) 9am — 1pm
Fridays (TERM TIME only) 2pm - 5pm

y A selection of homemade cakes, cookies, brownies,
3 shortbread and scones to enjoy in our Tea Room or to 3
3 TAKE AWAY! 3

We also take orders for birthday cakes.
Pop in or text Sharon @ 07931 325288 to order
any of our products for delivery

Card or cash are accepted.
TAC Tea Room is enabling us to support the

community. Please support us too!!

CARING for our CHURCHYARDS
TUESDAYS 10am Waterford Church and Churchyard
Working Parties contact Churchwarden Malcolm
m.t.wandrag@gmail.com

To help in Stapleford, Watton or Bramfield
Churchyards contact the Churchwardens.

ASTON Church and Churchyard Working Parties first
Tuesday of month 10am to 12 noon. Contact
Churchwarden Sara wardenstmarys@gmail.com

All our churchyards are cared for by Volunteers...could
YOU offer occasional help?

INSPIRING WOMEN

WATERFORD & HERTINGFORDBURY WI
NEXT MEETING: Thursday 1% October 7.30pm

Ex police officer Chris Foster will be giving us his talk
‘On the Beat in King’s Cross’.

We really enjoyed the talk about the saxophone and
other instruments last month; there was some beautiful
playing and sing alongs, as well as stories of Lisa’s
experience of taking her sax to many different
countries. It was interesting that the instrument was
named after the inventor, Belgian Adolphe Sax in the
early 1840s. Lisa even redeemed the recorder by
playing Mozart beautifully! We also had a group go at
playing happy birthday on the handbells.

We're looking forward to trips to Audley End,
Buckingham Palace and Hertfordshire Archives, and
some of us will be doing courses on a residential
weekend in Redbourn.

Visitors welcome. We meet on the first Thursday of
every month in Waterford village hall at 7.30pm. Look
us up on Facebook.

KNebWortd
COMMuNity CHOTuS
Singing Handel in Knebworth!

Saturday 17 October 2026
St Martin’s Church, Knebworth

Discover the joy of making music with your community at
our Let’s Sing Together Day in Knebworth. You are
warmly invited to join us for a day that promises to be
thoroughly enjoyable, uplifting, and friendly. There are
no auditions and no pressure—just a welcoming group
of people coming together to share in the delight of
group singing. It is the perfect opportunity to lift your
spirits, meet your neighbours, and experience the
powerful sense of connection that only music can bring.

Our focus will be George Frideric Handel's magnificent
Four Coronation Anthems, including the famous and
exhilarating Zadok the Priest. Originally composed for
the coronation of King George I, this music is grand,
deeply moving, and an absolute joy to sing. To match
the true splendour of Handel's vision, we will be
magnificently accompanied by a live pipe organ and
trumpets, creating a truly thrilling and resonant sound.
After a wonderful day of rehearsing, we will conclude
with an informal, free performance at 4:00 pm. Everyone
is welcome to come along and listen to the final
showcase, so please invite your family, friends, and
neighbours to share in the majestic music.

The day will run from 10am to 5pm with breaks (BYO
lunch). Tea and cakes will be available at 3.30pm. Derek
Harrison, our Musical Director, will lead the day and we
will be accompanied by Richard Carr. The cost to take
part is £25 and absolutely everyone is welcome, whether
or not you’'ve sung with us before. There is also an
optional rehearsal on Saturday 11 October in Knebworth
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for those who want to be reminded of the music before
the day.

To register to take part, or for more information, please
email knebworthchorus@gmail.com or call 01438 817
992. Please also visit our website —
www.knebworthchorus.org.uk — for more details and
more information about singing with or listening to the
Chorus.

NEWS FROM THE VILLAGES
BRAMFIELD

WHAT’S ON IN BRAMFIELD

Bramfield Carpet Bowls
Meets Village Hall
Monday eve 7pm to 9pm
Enquiries Mike Jones
01992550182

Parish Council Meets

Every other 3™ Tuesday of the Month
Clerk Chris Underhill

07714 711253

Village Hall Committee Meets
15" Tuesday of the Month 8pm
Contact Cheryl Jackson

01992 583958

Bramfield Book Club

Meets 2" Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm at the
Village Hall. Contact Louise

01992 583173

Gibbslouise83@gmail.com

Please Note

We are currently not taking New members but you can
join our waiting list

Bramfield Parish Council
We meet on the third Tuesday of every other month
at 19.30 in the village hall. So, this means January,
March, May, July, September and November.

Did you know we have a parish website? We have a
bit of history, contact details and all documentation
such as minutes posted there. Feel free to have a
look at bramfieldparishcouncil.co.uk

ANYONE FOR TENNIS?

Bramfield has a well-kept Tennis Court

thatis open for use for families from the

Village and beyond, we offer a very

reasonable Family Membership Fee at £25.00 per
year. To take advantage of this amazing deal. Call
Cheryl Jackson on 01992 583958.

STAPLEFORD

Tai Chi QiGong
Tuesdays 7-8pm Stapleford Village Hall

A relaxing form of Tai Chi. £5 per session pay as you go.
Come along and give it a try - all welcome from the
villages and wider. Suitable for all abilities, can be done
seated. After the summer break classes start again on 6
October.

Social Art Group
Wednesdays 10am-1pm Stapleford Village Hall

A group of artists who meet once a week to work on their
own artworks in a social setting. Come along for a trial
session for £3.

Tea Afternoon
3rd Wednesday of the month 2.30-4pm
Stapleford Church

Share tea, coffee, cake and conversation. Free, although
donations are welcome. Open to all.

WATERFORD

Working Party Reminder

Please remember to come along to Waterford
churchyard on Saturday 3rd October, 10a.m. to
1p.m. to help with light work to maintain this
important space.

If you have them, strimmers, brush cutters (especially
useful), saws, forks, rakes and other garden tools will
help.

Tea, coffee, cold drinks, cakes and biscuits will be
provided

Celebrating our community
— and looking to the future

There is something rather special about Waterford. It is
a village where people come together, lend a hand and
look out for one another. Nowhere is this more evident
than at our village events — and our Summer Fete was
a wonderful celebration of everything that makes our
community so special.

Looking to the future

As many of you will know, we are
continuing our efforts to make a
new village hall a reality. Our
existing hall has served Waterford
wonderfully well over the years
but is beginning to show its age. A
new hall would provide a
FUNDRAISE welcoming home for our
community, bringing people together and helping to
keep our village traditions alive for generations to
come.

N

WATERFORD
VILLAGE HALL

TIVH J9VTTIA MaN
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And what better demonstration of the importance of a
village hall than this year’s Summer Fete?

What a Fete!

This year’s Fete was our most successful ever, thanks to
the many people who gave their time, energy and
enthusiasm to make it happen.

Our own talented musicians, Peter Crossley and Pat
Crilly, provided wonderful entertainment throughout
the afternoon, while the ever-popular Dog Show once
again stole the hearts of the crowd. Lisa from Canine
Connections, who kindly sponsored the show again,
gave us a fun start and proved that you really can teach
an old dog new tricks!

The BBQ was a huge hit, the bar was a sell-out, and our
wonderful Women'’s Institute helped make the Tea
Room a great success with their delicious homemade
cakes.

There was plenty for our younger visitors too, with the
Giant Slide, Hook-A-Duck and many other games
keeping them entertained.

A huge thank you to everyone who donated plants,
crafts and other items, and to all the volunteers who
gave their time so generously. So much happens behind
the scenes to make our village events successful, and
we could not do it without you.

A community to be proud of

The success of the Fete was about much more than
raising money. It showed once again what can be
achieved when our village comes together.

Our new village hall is an important part of that future,
and every contribution, helping hand and idea brings
us a little closer to making it a reality. Together, we can
create a lasting home for the Waterford community.

Thank you to everyone who supported the Fete in any
way — your generosity and enthusiasm are what make
Waterford such a special place.

And, of course, there is plenty more to look forward to!

Coming Up — Dates for Your Diary

Waterford Quizzle Night

Saturday 17th October, 7pm

Get your team together and book your tickets online for
an evening of fun, laughter and friendly competition.

Waterford Bonfire Night

Sunday 1st November

Tickets available online from 17th October for villagers
and from 24th October on general release. Join us for
another much-loved Waterford tradition, with bonfires,
fireworks and fun.

The Magic of Waterford Christmas
Saturday 5th December, 1-4pm
We will round off the year with our very special Magic

of Waterford Christmas. Come along and celebrate the
festive season with family, friends and neighbours.

We look forward to seeing you at our upcoming events
— and to continuing to build a strong future for
Waterford, together.

WATTON AT STONE

s~  Watton-at-Stone Iibraryi\

t': open every Tuesday morning

~  10-12 at the Nigel Poulton
% Community Hall where there is a
good selection of books and jigsaw

puzzles

\— _/

- Watton Book Worms

It has been 10 yrs since our group first

met. Many books now fill our shelves or

e-readers and we are looking forward
to many more good discussions. We meet on the
third Friday of the month at 7pm to chat about the
chosen book over drinks, snacks and sometimes a
dessert.

To find out more please contact:

wattonbookworms@agmail.com

Successes at Watton Garden
and Produce Show

wf /
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Many people enjoyed the show on Sunday 6th
September once again this year.

There were 30 exhibitors and a total of 184
entries, an excellent furnout considering the
very dry weather that we have been having.

Winners:

Fruit and Vegetables classes
Domestic classes

Floral classes

Children's classes

David Wilkinson
Sharon Knight
Marion Blacktin
Sophie Smith

‘Best in Show' went to Jacob Smith for an
amazing marrow. Best entry in the Domestic
section went to Mary Wills for a very tasty
courgette and lime cake.

The children’s colouring competition had some
very good enftries, the children had obviously
spent a lot of time on their presentations. The
competition was sponsored by We Move Pilates
and Room by Room.
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Thank you very much fo everyone who entered
and those who came along on the afternoon, it
was a really successful community event.

Alexandra Abel Smith drew the raffle and
presented the prizes at the end; tea and home
made cakes were enjoyed by all and there was
produce from the allotments for sale.

Many thanks to the judges, Alexandra Abel
Smith who presented the prizes, the businesses
and individuals who donated raffle prizes and
the hardworking committee.

Raffle Prizes were donated by:

The Bull

The George and Dragon
Emily Rose hairdresser
Bridget B's

Fortune's House
Budgens

Crumbs

We Move Pilates

and committee members

COME ALONG, KICK UP YOUR
HEELS AND JOIN THE LINE

LINE
DANCING,

EVERY THURSDAY
AFTERNOON W
War Memorial Hall, l\i ‘:’ \

118 High Street, Watton at Stone
£5 PER SESSION

For details contact

Rachel/Sue 07833 230 861

<

% family ringers.

Choir Master /
Music Director

#ad

o9

We’re a lovely community choir
that sings for fun and is
seeking a Choir Master/Music
Director who can lead us in a
wide range of songs

If you'd be interested
please contact :
wattonatstonechoir@gmail.com

Watton at Stone

Monday evenings 7pm .
All abilities welcome
- You've probably heard us quite a Lot over the summer along with
4 some visiting bands.
€ Watton at Stone has 8 bells so we have a full octave that can be }
rung making us quite popular in the ringing community. f
{ 57 All our ringers have hgd a great year improving their §kills and §
, meeting fellow ringers around the county and wider. ,
& We are incredibly excited to have 4 new ringers this year and we }
had 3 last year making us a very actively growing band.
_ And we're one of the few towers who has their own 2 teachers!
gﬂﬂellringing has a reputation of being a dusty old hobby but that’s%
= aterrible misrepresentation. It's a very active hobby, keeping o+

JQ&;

Q your body and mind strong. And there are so many areas to

) \" explore, such as maintenance, teaching, composing, historical
gfj revival, team leading, competitions and events. Or just plain \\)
ringing. Children from 11+ can ring, so you often meet lots of ~,_~
/_,
We have a very friendly fun band always keen to help each other /
/ and have a laugh with and we often have a pub visit lined up. ;%\
= You don't need to attend church and you don't need any
\’\ experience. If you're curious, email us for a tour or more info

4
Bellringing1M@gmail.com &



Waterford Nature Notes

Firebugs Pyrrhocoris apterus, not arsonists for whom this is a slang term, have
appeared in Goldings Lane. Firebugs live in loose colonies but, unlike for example
ants, don’'t have a social structure. Until the past few years this species was
considered rare in Britain with the only known colony being in Cornwall. The range
extended from North Africa across France, gradually spreading Northwards, in recent
years colonies have been recorded in the Southern counties; it is likely that the
Waterford colony is the result of an accidental import, perhaps on a plant or other
| vegetation. None of my books showed this species so | went to the website
www.britishbugs.org.

My Somerset correspondent reports on the Abbotsbury Swans, which continue to be hit by Avian Flu. At the
release last year, over two hundred cygnets were ringed but many died over the Winter. This year saw the usual
number of cygnets hatch but only about eighty have survived so far. Elsewhere, there are encouraging signs of
recovery in colonies of Puffins, with some evidence that this species is building immunity. The news for other
colonies such as Gannet and Kittiwake isn't so good with estimates for population recovery being fifteen to
twenty years.

Until recently there were signs of a healthy population of Moles in the churchyard,
I think | have mentioned before that | believe they spread across High Road to the
land around the War Memorial, then under the wall into the churchyard. The
familiar molehills have disappeared but | don’t believe the Moles have moved out.
During the long, dry spell worms, which are the main food of Moles, will have
moved deeper underground to where the soil retains some moisture and they can
move through it and breathe, the Moles will have also moved deeper both for food
and because they too need some dampness to tunnel. Another indication of the
absence of worms near the surface is the lack of Blackbirds hunting them with that
familiar behaviour of listening with head cocked to one side before hopping across
to a potential meal and pecking the ground. | have had several offers of advice on
how to dispose of the churchyard population, including introductions to
molecatchers, | apologize in advance if our Moles spread to your garden but we
manage the churchyard for wildlife, what does it matter if we have to put up with piles of earth?

On a drive through the Hertfordshire countryside | visited Walkern church, along a no through road that crosses
River Beane at a ford. When | last visited the church on a walk some seven or eight years ago, the river bed
was completely dry, this time, against all the odds, there was a reasonable flow, this must be a testament to the
work of River Beane Restoration Association (RBRA), please visit their website and see what you could do to
help in this important work. https://riverbeane.co.uk/

At the start of the hot, dry weather we were watering
our garden, not the grass, just the plants, as time
went on and the water shortage became more
pronounced, we stopped watering altogether, which
resulted in many plants dying but we considered that
over 50 litres of water, equivalent to about one of us
taking a second shower, every other day, excessive.
Come the Spring we will have to look at what has
) survived and consider what we can plant that will be
W4 more resistant to drought, for example our Lavender

| and Rosemary coped well and attracted huge
numbers of bees, hoverflies, butterflies and many
sightings of Hummingbird Hawk-Moths.

Malcolm
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Stapleford Primary School — Hertfordshire’s Hidden Gem

Nestled in beautiful Hertfordshire countryside, Stapleford Primary School is a welcoming, nurturing and
ambitious school where every child is encouraged to flourish. Our vision, “Believe, Nurture, Enlighten,”
captures our commitment to helping every child discover their potential, develop confidence and develop a
lifelong love of learning.

Our dedicated staff know every child as an individual and work closely with families to ensure that every pupil
feels safe, valued and ready to learn. Alongside high-quality teaching, we offer rich experiences that make
childhood memorable.

Our incredible Forest School provides children with opportunities to explore, discover and learn in our beautiful
rural surroundings. Even at this early stage of the term we are already planning an exciting night hike, our
Harvest Festival and our much-loved Nativity performances and Carol Service. We simply can’t wait.

At Stapleford, we are proud of our strong community, our beautiful setting and, most importantly, our wonderful
children.

Stapleford Primary School — Hertfordshire’s Hidden Gem.
Believe. Nurture. Enlighten.

For parents seeking a caring, high-achieving village school with exciting opportunities and a warm welcome,
Stapleford Primary School is the perfect place for children to flourish.

Places are available at Stapleford Primary School in certain year groups.
Call 01992 583 341 to arrange a tour.

Email: admin@stapleford.herts.sch.uk Website: www.stapleford.herts.sch.uk

Instagram: staplefordprimaryschool = Facebook: staplefordprimaryschool  Twitter: @staplefordps

Inspection dates: 8 and 9 May 2024
Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Early years provision Good

Previous inspection grade Good

- “Pupils get along famously. Break- and lunchtimes are a hive of activity. Pupils perch on climbing
frames, play games of football or dance around a maypole.”

- “Calm conduct and polite manners are the norm. Pupils learn to behave this way from leaders and
staff.”

- “Events, such as singing carols around the Christmas tree and the school country fayre, promote
strong ties with the local community.”

- “Pupils’ parents point out the patience and kindness staff provide as a strength of the school.”

Ofsted, May 2024
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£10 per person.

Bring your own drink & snacks.
Tables of Eight. LALUG‘-JGS
Book your table online! ALON

LOTS OF

. THE WAY/
www.waterfordvillagehall.co.uk A

Saturday October 17th
6.30pm for 7pm start
Waterford Village Hall

WATERFORD VILLAGE HALL

TENNIS CLUB

A FRIENDLY, FAMILY
CLUB BASED IN WATTON
AT STONE

WEEKLY ADULT & YOUTH
COACHING AVAILABLE

WEEKLY SOCIAL
SESSIONS

COMPETITIVE LOCAL
LEAGUES

BEGINNERS WELCOME




SUNDAY Nov

LOW-NOISE FIREWORKS DISPLAY
-KINDER FOR ANIMALS AND EARS

TICKETS SELL OUT FAST, REGISTER AS
A VILLAGE RESIDENT FOR PRIORITY.- LICENCED BAR, HOT DRINKS,

BBQ HOT DOGS, BIG BONFIRE,
BRING A GUY COMPETITION
FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY.

ADULTS £10
=% AGE2-12 £'8
7 FAMILY 2+2 KIDS £32
~ | Babies FREE
| TICKETS ON SALE ONLINE FROM
MONDAY 19TH OCTOBER

L )| (REGISTERED RESIDENT
" FRIDAY 23RD OCTOBER *°* -

(GENERAL RELEASE)

0y
WEBSITE ONLY, OR'ASK A MEMBER
OF THE COMMITTEE N4
BUY YOUR FOOD AND, DRI

TOKENS INSIDE THE HALL. |

CREDIT CARDSA‘\?T@» g

SUNDAY November 1st
\ Fun starts early evening
‘:v;&TERFORD VILLAGE HALL WWW.WaterfordVillagehall.CO.Uk

cHrisTMAS | (e COME & SEE
GIFTS & STALLS | @Kg FATHEERCIERéS!TMAS

]
.

SATURDAY December 5th
Fun starts at 1pm till 4pm

'W;\TERFORD VILLAGE HALL WWW.WaterfordVillagehau.CO.Uk




PRINT DEADLINE
Please send any items for the next edition

BY 12™ OF THE MONTH
To the Parish Reps or the Editor:

Bramfield Watton at Stone

Jenny Clayton Denise Hodgson

3 Bury Lane, Bramfield 33 Lammas Road, Watton
(01992 538712) (07446 161125)

jenny@jmsprojects.co.uk

General enquiries and Submissions

Stapleford Denise Hodgson

Carol Eccleston parish.news.beane@gmail.com

1 Clusterbolts, Stapleford.

(01992 536405) ADVERTISEMENTS

caroleccleston@btinternet.com lan Knight (07778 401799)
iancknight31@gmail.com

Waterford

Ray Cole EDITOR

3 Bramfield Lane, Waterford Denise Hodgson

(01992 584040)

rayjcole1@tiscali.co.uk

_—

Scan the QR code below to find out more about the

n KEEP UP WITH THE LATEST church in Watton at Stone

We are on Facebook

EiE
NEWS ......... L
.

St Andrew and St Mary Watton at Stone Scan the QR code below to find out more about the

e St Mary’s Aston church in Waterford

e St Mary the Virgin Stapleford Elﬂll_il

e St Michael and all Angels Waterford %
And you can also access an electronic version of the Scan the QR code below to find out more about the
Parish News from either of the following websites: church in Stapleford
www.achurchnearyou.com/benefice/32-014A ‘_El @

www.watton-pc.org.uk/news/

—

Scan the QR code below to find out more about the

For all enquiries about weddings, baptisms, church in Bramfield
funerals, burial of ashes, blessings, confirmation or Eﬂ@
offers to help, please contact the relevant ;
Churchwardens [{]

BENEFICE DETAILS Churchwardens

Please contact your local Churchwardens Aston:  Sara Hudson (01438 880750)

Tim Alexander (01438 880519)
Bramfield: Peggy Wareham (01992 550467)

Dorothy Abel Smith (01992 582132)
Stapleford: Nicola Page (Church rep) (01992 302501)

Lesley Atterwill (Church Rep) (07773 392992)

Waterford: Malcolm Wandrag (01992 552531)
Watton:  Ian Knight (07778 401799)
Helen McCash (07817 384117)
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mailto:jenny@jmsprojects.co.uk
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UK CITY ROOFING
CONTRACTORS
FLAT ROOFING

SPECIALIST

THREE LAYER HIGH PERFORMANCE BUILT
UP FELT MASTIC ASPHALTING
HIGH PERFORMANCE TORCH-ON-FELTING

SLATING & TILING ROOF REPAIRS
GUTTERING UPVC FASCIAS & SOFFITTS

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FREE ESTIMATES FREE ADVICE NO OBLIGATION
Office: 01920 822 775 Martin : 07970 940 290
Mark : 07973 835 449
Ukcityroofing@btconnect.com

BRAMFIELD
VILLAGE HALL
FOR HIRE

Modern, fully equipped premises
suitable for all occasions
Ideal for weddings, parties, classes
and clubs.

Licensed for music and dancing.
For details contact Cheryl Jackson
01992 583958 (evenings)
www.bramfieldvillagehall.wordpress.com

LED GARDEN LIGHTS

Affordable and easy to
install

Free site visits & design
services available

Local company
Call Phil on 0800 037 2975

tols.co.uk

R.Allison

Landscapes & Maintenance
01438 211848 / 07787762822

www.RAllisonLandScapes.co.uk

Garden construction, Patios, Driveways,
Water features Turfing, Fencing, Brickwork,
Pergolas, Topiary, Decking,

Tree surgery, All Garden Services Provided

Free Quotations

ki)

BROAD OAK

—M A N O R ———

%(%{A%w @

Assisted Living — Private Nursing Home

Open Mon - Fri

Village Framing

Picture Framing to a Professional Standard

By Terry Higgins G.C.F.
(commended by the Fine Art Trade Guild)
21 Walkern Road, Watton at Stone, SG14 3RQ

Approved Bradstone Paving Installer - Award Winners
Free Garden Design & Price Quote - Jobs Large or Small

Based in High St, Watton-at-Stone
Call: Paul Reynolds - 07794 791 978 or 01920 830 610

Old Motor Scooters and
bikes for restoration & parts

Stuart 0794 1514122
stuarbutcher01@aol.com

Bramfield Road, Hertford SG14 2JA 8.45 am - 3.30 pm 01920 830745
01992 551900 — www.broadoakmanor.co.uk Phone 01920 830590 07903 833056
Strong-Base Driveways & Landscaping | LAMBRETTA & VESPA Watton Budgens Store & Post Office
Garden Make-Over, Patio's, Block Paving & OLD MOTORBIKES
Resin Bound Gravel, Brickwork, Fencing, WANTED Budgens Store

Mon - Sat 7.00am to 9pm:Sun 8am to 8pm
Groceries, Off licence, Newsagents, Lottery
Free cash withdrawals - most major banks

Post Office
Mon - Fri 9am to 5pm: Sat 9am to 12.30pm

Architectural Services

Free Consultation + Comprehensive written quote
Design - Concept

Pete Phillips

Painting & Decorating,

THE GEORGE & DRAGON

Watton at Stone
LUNCH SERVED -Tuesday to Sunday,

T: 07939 466247

E: sales@pipesandson.co.uk

® Boiler Installation, Service & Repairs

® Central Heating Installation & Alteration
® Gas, Oil & LPG

® Complete Bathroom Design & Installation

® All Domestic Plumbing

www.pipesandson.co.uk

JJ
BURGESS

& Sons

Independent Family Funeral Directors
Establised 1839

= ¢ Window Cleaning

SN + Roof Cleaning
Jps Ny « Gutter Clearance
EXTERNAL .

Patio & Driveways

CLEANING Soffits, Fascias & Cladding

« Solar Panels

* Steam & pressure cleaning

T: 01920832171/ 07713490773 www.jds-externalcleaning.co.uk

AVAILABLE 24 HOURS A

Jacob House
23 Station Road
Knebworth
Hertfordshire
SG3 6AP

lE

01438 901721

www.jjburgess.co.uk

o e _ Plastering and Tiling
Feasibility — Planning
Building Regulations - Detailed Drawings All works undertaken Parish Offer September
Project Management - Design & Build 01920 411966 10% off your food bill - present this advert
Residential & Commercial mob 07770590094 01920 420390
Mb 07814 146779 www.room-bv-room.co.uk www.thegeorgeanddragon.pub
GARDEN SERVICES

All garden work undertaken
Tree surgery — grass cutting
Pruning — hedge cutting
Patios — fencing
Man & Mini Digger for hire
Seasoned Logs

01438 225776 or
07778 190282

DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK

TAICHI/
QIGONG

In HERTFORD -
e
Alfred House and on ZOOM ( L
20 The Common with Liz Welch
Hatfield 01992 550405
Hertfordshire @ info@lizwelch.co.uk
ALIO OND A www.lizwelch.co.uk
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/:\ wWwWWw. M Later.Life

Hertfordshire's local award winning Later Life Morgage company

IYSOKING EOR]
OKING EO
R 60 AND Ef
OXELATER TIFE TORIGAG

CALL SIMON FOR FREE ADVICE

01992531293

FARMERS MARKET
Woolmer Green

Selling fresh produce and crafts

Fourth Sunday of the month
9.30am to 1pm
Village Hall, Hall Lane
Woolmer Green, Herts, SG3 6XA
0370 777 6132
woolmergreenpc.org.uk

Professional Carpet
& Upholstery Cleaning

Stain & odour removal
Rug Cleaning
Leather care, Scotchguard
Fully insured - Free Quotes
Contact Duncan 07958729074
dharris25@hotmail.co.uk
www.dharriscleaniing.co.uk

The Nigel Poulton
Community Hall

[

Watton-at-Stone

Main Hall / Pavilion / Meeting Room &
Changing Rooms for hire

contact Abi Brown 07493 097867 or

clerk@watton-pc.org.uk

AUSTIN'S

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Serving the community since 1700

24 HOUR SERVICE
PRIVATE CHAPELS
PRE -PAYMENT FUNERAL PLANS

AUSTIN’S, 48 St Andrews St, Hertford

01992 582052
www.austins.co.uk
funerals@austins.co.uk

Hertfordshire Spanish
School
Fun group lessons to
learn Spanish! Ware,
Hertford and
Watton at Stone

07510 785959
hertsspanishschool@hotmail.com
www.hertfordshirespanishschool.co.uk

Triographics
Printers Limited

121 London Rd, Knebworth
SG3 6EX

Digital Printers

01438 811905 fax 01438 814173
alantriog@aol.com

Plans For Building

Plans Drawn For:

T:01920 438095
M: 07779 152081

Planning Permission
Building Regulations

Email: plansforbuildingdesign@gmail.co
Visit: www.plansforbuilding.couk

Music Tuition
Brass | Theory

Paul Cutler
07985 143765

paul.cutler23@ntiworld.com

Hertford

Hearing

HCPC Registered Audiologist
Ear Wax Removal, Hearing Assessments,Hearing Aids & More

2 St Andrew Street, Hertford, SG14 1JA
01992 877666 hertfordhearing@outlook.com

DIwIz

Carpentry

Bespoke Carpentry
Wardrobes
Media Walls
Under stairs storage
Doors
Flooring
For free quote call
07545 637219
dw.carpentryinstallations@__gmail.com

Time Warp Collectables

Collector wants to buy
Old watches, Steam engines,
old motorcycles, model aero engines

07974 088812
colin1417@yahoo.co.uk

N

Pall

TRAVEL IN LUXURY.
ARRIVE IN STYLE.

AIRPORT TRANSFERS | CORPORATE TRAVEL ~ WEDDINGS

EXECUTIVE CHAUFFEURS

CRUISE PORT TRANSFERS

SPORTING & CONCERT EVENTS

LONG-DISTANCE TRAVEL

10% OFF

YOUR FIRST BOOKING

L) 07300 469149 04

SERVING MERTFORDSMIRE. ESSEX. LONDON & MAJOR UK AIRPORTS

Tracie Harie Living
Clinical Hypnotherapist
NLP & CBT Therapy
sessions for children
teenagers & adults
Free consultations

07957 421739
www.tracieharrisliving.com

T,
e

i
)W&ﬁfﬁ

Wedding | Celebration cakes

Watton At Stone, Herts
07939 554 242

www.angelajanecakedesign.co.uk
info@angelajanecakedesign.co.uk

USE CODE:
WATTON
ED) woncnechabos ok 7' ramasvechadous
Clare’s
Cat
Feeding
Service

Qualified Veterinary Nurse

0777 902 6182
96 High St, Watton at Stone

JEAV Electrical
Watton at Stone

Electrical installations/repairs
NICEIC registered

Andrew Powell

01920 830140
07771 655927
jeavelectrical@btinternet.com

attend 2health

 TaiChi

» Podiatry

¢ Nutrition

e GP Services

 Chiropractic

o Osteopathy

e Acupuncture
* Hypnotherapy
» Physiotherapy
e Sports Massage
 Pilates & Yoga

01763 87 80 87

27 High Street, Buntingford
SG9 9AB

Hypnotherapy
Stress, Anxiety,
Phobias, etc.

Lee-Anne@hertfordhypnotherapy .co.uk
www.hertfordhypnotherapy.co.uk

Tel: 07919 441564
Based in Watton at Stone

HERTFORD TV SERVICE

Freeview TV Aerial Installations, Repairs & Extra TV Points
SkyQ / Sky+HD / Freesat Satellite Specialists, Magic Eyes
TV, Audio & DVD Repairs
TV & Soundbar Wall Installations, Hidden Cables
CCTV systems in HD, View offsite on Smart Phone/Tablet App
Wireless Burglar Alarm Security Systems
Sonos Multiroom Audio, WiFi Access Points
Tel: 01992 552955

www.hertfordtvservice.co.uk

family business est. 1979

Watton Memorial Hall
118 High Street, Watton at Stone

Large Main Hall with Stage, Small Rear Hall, Kitchen
and Large Car Park

FOR HIRE by Individuals, Clubs and Groups

For more information contact:
Christine Grant on 07816 023746
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T
Oliver www.oliverminton.com ME RCE R
Minton
| | . ELECTRICAL
k SOLUTIONS M E A D
10% discount off our standard selling and letting fees
" ™ . Qualified Electrician MAI"TE" AN CE
on presentation of this advert! Fully Insured
" Domestic & commercial & cONSTnucTION
et Dlotsys 07810 882544
dge and R}doh ‘ mercerelectricalsolutions 01438532231
Il - @hotmail.com .
n andafree market appraisal Info@mead-maintenance.co.uk
HERTFORD PLANNING SERVICE
Emlly Rose SAMARITANS JB PRIVATE A multi-discipline Practice providing
The Hair & Beauty Boutique| i HIRE Architectural/Planning services,
Tue 9am - 7pm We're here Watton Taxi specialising in
Wed 9am - 5.30pm . . .
Thur 9am - 7pm to listen alterations/extensions/
Fri 9am - 5pm N Contact loft conversions/new build and
Sat 8.30am - 5pm 11 6 12 3 07854 503385 appeals
36a High st jimbeadle@yahoo.co.uk 01992 552 173
Watton at Stone P contact@hertfordplanning.co.uk
Tel 01920 830354

¢
Pinnacle Catering Hire
Crockery — Cutlery — Glasses

Tables — Chairs — Table linen and much more
Call Sara Vallance 07976 246332

innaclecateringhire@live.co.uk
www.pinnaclecateringhire.com

SR HOME
INSTALLATION

KITCHENS & BEDROOMS
KITCHEN REFURBISHMENTS

CARPENTRY
FURNITURE ASSEMBLY

07572 648767

sthomeinstallation@gmail.co

Building, Carpentry
W and Maintenance
Darren Wareham

Mobile 07732 012298
Email dwbuildingcarpentry@gmail.com

WATERFORD

VILLAGE HALL
FOR HIRE

By individuals, groups and clubs
at reasonable rates.
Modern Kitchen, Large Car Park
Can accommodate 80+ people in
comfort.

For further information visit
www.waterfordvillagehall.co.uk

COUNTING KIDS DIGGER &

* Garden Levelling
* Drainage & Soakaways
* Foundations & Site Prep
* General Excavation
o Fully Insured
Verified by TrusterTrader & MyBuilder

07947 186224

terraingroundworks@gmail.com

Introducing the magic of
Maths to pre-schoolers
Ages 2 - 4 years

07889 477801

Olivia@countingkids.co.uk

Watton Service Station

Unit 5A Warrenwood Industrial Estate
Stapleford, Herts. SG14 3NU

Email :- wsscars@email.com
Car Sales / Servicing/Repairs / Electronic engine testing
Air Conditioning service / Tyres / Battery / Exhausts
Bodywork Repairs /Vehicle Recovery

IR T EE TR TR TR TR

Valet & Carwash
P TILANDSCAPES | = @
=il | We do www.wsscars.co.uk BOSCH
Feel Body Strong _ Turfing
STRONG Brickwork Free local collection or Loan cars
Fitness, nutrition, and healthy habits for all Bloz:tll’:?ling Phone: 01 992 550256 Firestone
Face to face Personal Training Fencing 07970 093256
Face to face Strength and Fitness Pilates clsses For fast friendly service
For more info contact
Louisa Smith 07903819540 or info@feelbodystrong.com Call — 07956 989617
: : Sue Llmes
: : To advertise contact ALTERATION SPECIALIST
: 3 lan Knlght Professional, friendly
. UF 4+ lancknight31@gmail.com service
% Yout loca Hertford florist # &
* st ) 01920 830300
* m_._."_":f'f_':’?&:_ , 07973 149520 Believe Nurture Enlighten

HERTFORD

S.P.Saban Ltd

UPVC Doors, Windows,
Fascias, Soffits,
Bargeboards, Cladding

All work backed by
10yr guarantee

01920 462343

N\
A | 4
WESTESONS

WARE

FUNERALS

FAMILY RUN FUNERAL DIRECTORS
www.westsfunerals.com | 01920 443277

Preparing well-rounded individuals for the world

ARRANGE A TOUR - 01992583341

www.stapleford.herts.sch.uk

Instagram & Facebook: staplefordprimaryschool

Twitter: @staplefordps
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Laura J PILATES —- ACORN PEST
Pilates classes in Watton for all ages and abilities, pre natal & QM 'N l ,MOZA,“ CONTROL
post natal, children, seniors & orthopaedic conditions Discave The T HOLIRT i our chitd
Monday 9.15 am Mixed Ability 10.30am Silverlates L . . 20 years experience in Pest
Wednesday 9.15 am Mixed Ability 10.30am Beginners Live, interactive MUSIC classes for pre-school children _~ Control. _
Thursday 7pm Mixed ability / intermediate Datchworth Village Hall pame price as council but quicke
1-2-1 Mat and REFORMER sessions available Thursday mornings during term time Toddlers - 10am . response
www.laurajpilates.com laura@laurajpilates.com . Babies - 10.50am Michael Jackson
07710408974 www.minimozart.com emma@minimozart.com 077 1049 4186

sTUDIO C ARCHITECTS LIMITED

WI N Dow & GUTTER Architectural Design Services Kim’s FOOt
c L EAN I N G PROFESSIONF:filigDI:::IS.L?\E:; APPROACH Health Care

PLANNING & BUILDING REGULATIONS et .
Contact Dane _ 07593 01 3494 ALTERATION, RENOVATION, REFURBISHMENT @ Home VISItIng service,

NEW BUILDS & EXTENSIONS treatment in the comfort of

dane@servucare.co.uk TENDER AND CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION

b Coueh L your home, nails cut, corns,
Sarah Coughlan .
Serv U Ca re BA(Hons)Arch Pg.Dip(Plym) RIBA callous,hard Skln
o ve 01920 413 302 kimsfootcare@hotmail.com
m Sarahcoughlan@studio-c-architects.com www.studio-c-architects.com 07505 142 102

CHEAP SKIP HIRE

BUILDERS
*6/7 VARD 2- 3- & 4-YARD MlHIIMIIII SKIPS
* SAND * BALLAST * CEM|
- STRBCK MIX CONGRETE
* WASTE TRANSFER STATION
* SAME-DAY DELIVERY

01992 444274

TreeSmiths

OUTDOOR MAINTENANCE AND CLEANING
Grass * Patio * Gutters * Driveways * Fencing
Sheds/Cabins Construction * Driveway, Patio Cleaning
ONE OFF PROJECTS
Handyman Services * Garden Projects * Decorating
Assembling Furniture * Shed Construction

('\

Come and join us for a
Reformer Pilates class at
our beautiful new studio in

Stapleford
www.akashawellness.co.

01279 757633 07989 598270
p‘-s
o Greenwood Tree Care
E 1 I O Pruning, Reducing, Felling, Removal,
. . Hedge Cutting
Off high quality plast , . - .
Watton at Stone l?jlsy eIgSEiTovals Company Wi;”:%av'ﬁesiuﬁn'isyh‘_)a,seetgﬂge Free Quotations, Competitive prices,
Catering for all your Removal Needs pridexoierf;nihrieliable NPTC Qualified
Short and Long Distance Moves — free home visit quotes Contact Josh for a fr’;e quote Adam Welch
DAN 01920 413449 / 07496 856 863 today Tel: 01920 830719 Mob: 07881 902827
wizzremovals@outlook.com www.wizzremovals.co.uk 07891 651697
RAY’S OF SUNSHINE
To advertise contact Painting “Coving *Tiling Grassroofts
*WH*LamiPrllate_Flooii(I:lg . Landscapes Ltd
H H H allpaper angin, arpen
|anchmgll@gmall.com ’EGI;neral Mgain%enanc? Y
www.grassrootslandscapes.co.uk
Garden Landscape Design, Construction & Maintenance, est. 2000
CALL RAY - FREE ESTIMATES . ;
Regul d t lot labl
01438 214178 07837 487922 e 1920 832 210
enquiries@grassrootslandscapes.co.uk
The Bull HOME AND GARDEN
Professional Home and Garden
Your local licensed taxi service from Datchworth Coffee & pastries Exterior Landscaping,
4 & 8 seater taxis with wheelchair accessibility Freshly prepared & seasonal food Fencing, Decking and Maintenance
Great ales & guest beers Interior Decorating, Tiling and general|
. : home improvements
. Family Garden, patio & play area .
. .CO. . Mark Blacktin
033v(;’v;;v3a3bgg;s|toa:allsccaolll:'l;tes 113 ngh Street, Watton at Stone, SG14 3SB 07967006716 or 01920 830211
www.thebullwatton.co.uk

| Bethany Warsop | Traditional Specialising
A Local Trusted Family Business Since 1989 . in
We Value Old Fashioned Customer Service PhOtography JOInery
| Wedding, Family & Newborn Box & sash
[1 Specialist in UPVC & Wooden Doors [\\_\“‘K/’9 Photographer .
E| windows
¢1J No Call Out Charge [~ All Work Fully Guaranteed .
@’@,\ No Fix No Fee ;‘é} 10% Senior Citizen Discount Based in Hertford DOOI‘S &

www.bethanywarsopphotography.com —
or More Advice 2 He Inst beth hot h, ..

Zallr\ghrisﬁfpher:&H 7 07772 1 1 1 222 F::e e@b:?ﬁl::layr;:::p:hgggrigpi{y A" j°|nery & carpentry
07847 449991 Contact 07831 404960

locks
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