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Thought for the Month
‘Hope for All Creation’ is the title of a ‘major new teaching document’
from the bishops of the Church of England. It’s available online, and
I’ve just started dipping into it.

I was struck by the first word of the title: ‘Hope’. (You can tell I haven’t
read very much of it yet!) The document is ‘A theological response to
the environmental crises’. I don’t know about you, but ‘hope’ isn’t my
natural first response when I consider the multiple crises facing the
natural world.

One response might be optimism. Remember Bob the Builder? ‘Can we
fix it? Yes we can!’

Another response might be denial. But this is increasingly difficult, with
all that is going on: not just global warming, but also wildfires,
extinctions, plastic in the oceans, pollution in the atmosphere, soil
becoming less fertile, rising sea levels, and so on.

Another response might be despair. Think of Private Frazer from Dad’s
Army: ‘We're doomed!’We might think, if it's going to happen, it's
going to happen, and there's nothing we can do about it.

The Christian response is different: hope. But, importantly, the Christian
hope isn’t just a hope beyond creation; it is a hope for creation itself. In
other words, the Christian hope is not, ‘the world is doomed, but I’m
going to heaven’. It might surprise you to read that! But that’s exactly
what we see in the resurrection of Jesus.

When the eternal Son of God took human flesh, he literally became part
of his creation. When Jesus died on the cross and was laid in the tomb,
we might think that’s what’s going to happen to the whole creation. But
God had other ideas, and the part of God’s creation that was Jesus’ body
was raised from the dead and given a new and eternal life. And that’s
the Christian hope for the whole of creation.

This hope makes a difference, not just for eternity, but also for how we
live today.

Rev Anthony Smith Vicar
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25th Anniversary of 9/11

Twenty-five years ago, on Tuesday 11th September 2001,
terrorist attacks demolished the Twin Towers in New York. They
killed 2,996 people and injured more than 6,000. Events like
9/11 raise the inevitable question: Why does God allow such
suffering to take place?

There are no easy answers to this question! We cannot fully
understand why such things happen, although we live in a fallen
world, where people make real choices. Yet the Bible affirms
that God identifies with our suffering, supremely when Jesus
experienced suffering and death.

It is on the Cross that God knows what it is to lose a loved one
in an unjust attack. ‘I could never myself believe in God if it
were not for the Cross. In the real world of pain, how could one
worship a God who was immune to it?’ (John Stott). What does
this mean? We cannot know why God allows evil and suffering
to continue, but we do know that He does love and care for us:
‘For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son,
that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal
life.’ (John 3:16). God loved us enough to fully engage with the
mess of the world.

We also can view such events in the light of resurrection. Jesus
said: ‘I am the Resurrection and the Life. The one who believes
in Me will live’ (John 11:25). Resurrection points to the
restoration for us of the life we lost. New heavens and new earth
point to a world and relationships restored and perfected! In The
Lord of the Rings, Sam Gamgee exclaims: ‘Gandalf! I thought
you were dead! But then I thought I was dead! Is everything sad
going to come untrue?’The answer of the Bible is Yes!
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Darlington Lions Club
A Cabaret afternoon with

2’s Company
All Saints Church Hurworth
Sunday 4th October 2026

2.30pm start
Tickets £10 to include
tea/coffee and cakes
tickets available from

Pat De Martino 07791 193299
All proceeds to

The Listening Post Darlington
Reg. Charity No 1179241

The Hurworth Rogers Charitable Trust

The Trust was founded to give grants to Hurworth community
projects, groups and individual Hurworth residents in need of
funds.

The Trust gives special consideration to the elderly, those with
mental illness, those in need of equipment to improve quality of
life and young people wishing to acquire skills or to achieve
their physical, intellectual or spiritual potential.

If you know of an organisation or someone who would benefit
from the Trust’s support, or a project that would be for the
common good of people in the village please consider making
an application.

All applications will be acknowledged and considered in
confidence at the next meeting of the Trust. Paper Application
forms are available from the Mustard Tree Café, West End,
Hurworth
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Church Services in Hurworth,
Middleton St George, Low Dinsdale and Girsby

Sept 2026

Tues 1st Hurworth 8.15AM Morning Prayer

Sun 6th MSG Academy 9.15AM Morning Worship

Hurworth 11.00AM Holy Communion

Tues 8th Hurworth 8.15AM Morning Prayer

Sun 13th MSG Academy 9.15AM All Age Worship

Hurworth 11.00AM Morning Worship

Girsby 11.15AM Holy Communion

Tues 15th Hurworth 8.15AM Morning Prayer

Sun 20th MSG Academy 9.15AM Morning Worship

Low Dinsdale 9.30AM Holy Communion

Hurworth 11.00AM Harvest Festival

Tues 22nd Hurworth 8.15AM Morning Prayer

Sun 27th MSG Academy 9.15AM Holy Communion

Hurworth 11.00AM Morning Worship

Low Dinsdale 4.00PM Harvest Festival

Tues 29th Hurworth 8.15AM Morning Prayer
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ZOOM WORSHIP

The 11.00 Services at All Saints Hurworth are available
on Zoom. For joining instructions contact:

juliahclarke@aol.com

From the Parish Records

Baptism
12 July 26
Thomas Alexander Hall
William Charles Hall

Funeral
10th Aug 26
Grace Georgina (Jean) Ball aged 89 years

What God won’t ask

God won't ask what kind of car you drove, He'll ask how many
people you drove who didn't have transportation.

God won't ask how big your house was, He'll ask how many
people you welcomed into your home.

God won't ask about the clothes you had in your closet, He'll ask
how many you helped to clothe.

God won't ask what your highest salary was, He'll ask if you
compromised your character to obtain it.

God won't ask what your job title was, He'll ask if you performed
your job to the best of your ability.

God won't ask how many friends you had, He'll ask how many
people to whom you were a friend.

God won't ask in what neighbourhood you lived, He'll ask how
you treated your neighbours.
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bAlancing the caKe morning  
 

with 

 

the cake mix 

flow like water – movement time 

 ‘flowing’ chatter, coffee and cAke 

‘’flow’ ‘switch off’ creativity session  

(materials & refreshments included) 

 

 

 

Shoes off. . . . . . . . . .most encouraged    

Friday 11 September  

Croft on Tees Village Hall  

@ 9-15am 

Finish approx. 11-30am    

to book a place. . . . Call Sara 07921 298 
360 

Prayer for September 2026

Dear Lord, September – the month of new starts!
New terms, new groups, new friends, new hopes, every year.
Lord, be with us!
Lord, thank you for the new start you offer us when we put our trust
in Jesus. A new start that we make once – and then can renew every
day.
Every time we falter, you pick us up. Every time we come back to
you, you forgive us and accept us.
Thank you, Lord, for never letting us down, for never leaving or
forsaking us, that new starts with you are always possible, not just in
September.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

By Daphne Kitching
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Poem for September

Lovely Things

Bread is a lovely thing to eat –
God bless the barley and the wheat!
A lovely thing to breathe is air –
God bless the sunshine everywhere!
The earth’s a lovely place to know –
God bless the folks that come and go!
Alive’s a lovely thing to be –
Giver of life – we say – bless Thee!
By H M Sarson

Time for a Smile

Get rid

Aman bought a new fridge for his house. To get rid of his old fridge, he
decided to put it outside in his front garden, along with a sign saying:
‘Free to good home.’ For three days the fridge sat there without even
one person looking twice at it.

So eventually the man changed the sign to read: ‘Fridge for sale: £30’.
The next day someone stole it.

Signs found in modern kitchens….

1. If a messy kitchen is a happy kitchen, this kitchen is delirious.
2. No husband has ever been shot while doing the dishes.
3. A husband is someone who takes out the rubbish and gives the
impression he just cleaned the whole house.
4. If we are what we eat, then I’m easy, fast, and cheap.
5. A balanced diet is a biscuit in each hand.
6. Thou shalt not weigh more than thy refrigerator.
7. A clean house is a sign of a misspent life.
9. Help keep the kitchen clean — eat out.
10. Many people have eaten in this kitchen and gone on to lead normal
lives
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Hurworth Village Diary

Sept 26
Sat 5th Hurworth Country Fair The Grange

10.30am until 4pm
Entry £3 each, children free

Sun 6th Cinema on your Doorstep
“TheChoral” Village Hall
Written by Alan Bennet, starring Ralph Fiennes
Entry by donation 3.00pm
Soup and friendly company prior to film 2.00pm

Sat 12th Sewing & Quilting Workshop Village Hall
More info from Zoe on 07368 673672

Sat 12th BBQ Girsby & Over Dinsdale Village Hall
Tickets £20 each - bring your own drink
Veg option option on request
More details fromAnita on 07702 624546

Sun 13th Craft Fair Village Hall
11am - 3pm - more info from Stella on 07749 129716

Sat26/Sun 27th McMillan Coffee Morning Village Hall
For more info ring Tracey on 07739 825309

Oct 26
Sun 4th Cinema on your Doorstep

“A Star is Born ” Village Hall
Starring Lady GaGa
Entry by donation 3.00pm
Soup and friendly company prior to film 2.00pm

Fri 9th Jazz Evening Girsby & Over Dinsdale Village Hall
Tickets £12 each - bring your own drink
Pie and Pea supper available @£4 per head
More details fromAnita on 07702 624546

Sat 17th Tribute Night with Keyscape The Grange
Tickets £15 inc pie and peas from Grange Bar
Ring 01325 720840 Doors 7pm

Sun 31st Halloween Spooktacular Village Hall
For more info ring Dave Swift on 07510 746508
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Hurworth Churches Working Together

Lucy’s Pilates
Monday 12.30-1.30 & 2-3pm

Sewing Group
Tuesday 1.30-3pm

Tai Chi
Wednesday 10-11am

Little Stars Toddlers
Friday 9.30-11am

Weekly Activities 

OPENING HOURS

Monday-Friday 9-3

Saturday 9-2

Monthly Activities
Coffee and Conversation
A open table for anyone to
come along and join in the
conversation with your
favorite refreshment.  An
opportunity to meet new
friends.  
Meets every second Monday
of the Month

Pimms and Needles
Second Wednesday 7-9pm
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Need help with a divorce?

With more than 25 years of 
experience as a family law 
solicitor, Donna Sandall is a 
specialist in divorce, financial, 
children, separation 
and cohabitation 
matters

OFFICE 2.17, INNOVATION CENTRAL, 10 JOHN WILLIAMS BOULEVARD SOUTH, DARLINGTON, DL1 1BF

Call 01325 804751 to book an appointment or email donna@donnasandallfamilylaw.co.uk

 D O N N A  S A N D A L L
F A M I L Y  L A W



DINSDALE PROPERTY
SERVICES

Pete Snowden – Handyman
For all those jobs (both little and
large – no job too small) that

tradesmen just wonʼt turn out for!

decorating, tiling, renovations,
bathrooms, kitchens, gardening,

plumbing …

07340 645440
petesnowden@hotmail.com
The Old School, Low Dinsdale

NEASHAM READING
ROOM

Are you looking for a venue for
a one off or regular event?

Capacity for 100

Ramped Access

Wheelchair accessible toilet

Tables and chairs

Well-equipped kitchen

For all enquiries:

neashamrr@gmail.com



Call Steve on 01325 244491 or 07809 771623

A.W Tree Care
Tree & Hedge Professionals

Time Served Royal Horticultural Society Arborist

Tree Felling, Dismantling & Pruning - Hedge Cutting

Stump Removal - Grinding - Site/Garden Clearance

Tree Inspections and Reports - Woodland Management

T -01740 620216/01325 321113 M – 07544 802052

Alexander Walker TechArborA. ND Arb. SOC Arb.

Fully Insured
All Aspects of Tree
Work Undertaken

25m Tracked
Cherry Picker Hire

Newsletter Information
This Newsletter is compiled and printed by members of All Saints Church
Hurworth and distributed by a team of volunteers in the spirit of Christians
Working Together in Hurworth and the surrounding villages.
Appropriate copy is always welcome as are offers to assist with the distribution to
our growing community.
All copy for the Newsletter, including events, articles for publication,
advertisement design or payment MUST be received by10th of the previous
month at the latest, or inclusion may not be possible
Advertising rates are as follows :-
Quarter page - 1 insertion £18, 5 (half year) £82.50 10 (I year) £160
Half page insertions £35 each, £155 per half year
Editors Contact details :-
Denis Pinnegar - Email denispinnegar@aol.com Tel 01325 720835





Kevin Brobyn MCFHP MAFHP 

Foot Health Professional 
Professional foot health-care in

your home. Routine nail
reduction, nail and skin care,

diabetic foot care, professional
advice 

£28 per treatment 

Tel: 01325 625056 or 07989 965463 

kevinbrobyn@hotmail.co.uk 



¹⁶The Riverside Parishes

CONTACT DETAILS
Priest in Charge: Revd. Anthony Smith (01325 262122)

Email: Anthony.Smith@durham.anglican.org

For Baptisms, Weddings in ASH, Dinsdale, Girsby & MSG,
and for Funerals, please contact Rev Anthony Smith

Hurworth Church Wardens Email addresses :

Julia Clarke 01325 720662 juliahclarke@aol.com

Denise Finch 07776 814748 denise.finch1957@gmail.com

Lay Readers

Paul Mallett 07939 681010 mallett26@hotmail.com

Pete Snowden 07340 645440 petesnowden@hotmail.co.uk

Parish Safeguarding Officer

Joanne Snowden 07711 980432 joannesnowden@hotmail.co.uk

Dinsdale Church Wardens

Reuben Robson 01325 332439

Pete Snowden 07340 645440 petesnowden@hotmail.co.uk

Girsby Church Wardens

Allen Harrison 01609 881534 harrisoncanda@hotmail.co.uk

Jane Alderson 07871 164784 pommiegrannie@gmail.com

Middleton St George Church Wardens

Rodger Sansom 01325 401850 rodger@sansomfamily.org

Jim Chalmers 07776 406890 jim.chalmers99@gmail.com


