
Black History Month

October is Black History Month, which offers our church community a time to
reflect on our shared Christian calling to global justice and compassion. On July
30th the Church commemorates the anti-slavery work of William Wilberforce,
who is remembered proudly by our nation for this work, but he was very far from
alone in his endeavours. On the same day we remember his contemporary
Olaudah Equiano, who was enslaved before winning his freedom and Thomas
Clarkson, a tireless campaigner, researcher and lobbyist for the cause. 

All three men worked for the abolition of the slave trade in Britain, which was
passed into law in 1807, under the terms of which it was against the law for any
British ship or British subject to trade in enslaved people. However, Wilberforce
and Equiano had died before plantation slavery in British colonies was finally
abolished in 1838, when slave owners were compensated for freeing their slaves,
but, shockingly, the slaves themselves received nothing. Former slaves and their
descendants were subject to strict vagrancy laws, wages often below subsistence
level for those who were taken on by their former owners and largely denied
political power. 

We can each wrestle with how we respond to the injustice meted out by our
forebears. But it’s important that we as a wider Church live out our calling to
global justice and compassion. So, I thought it would be helpful to give a little
information on Project Spire, which some may have read about in The Times and
other media, not all of which have reflected the full purpose of the project or
given accurate information on where the money will come from.
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Project Spire

Project Spire is a long-term investment fund established by the Church
Commissioners. It follows a 2023 research audit revealing that a historic
endowment fund, Queen Anne's Bounty, heavily invested in the South Sea
Company and received donations from figures connected to the slave trade. The
fund aims to support communities affected by the legacy of slavery through
economic, educational, and health investments where access to finance is heavily
restricted, particularly within lower-income regions across the Global South.

Rather than a one-off handout, it functions as a sustainable investment model
aimed at long-term community development with any financial returns generated
by the fund directly reinvested into local grants and initiatives supporting those
same underserved communities. It represents one of the few direct mechanisms
the Church of England utilizes to support vulnerable populations facing systemic
poverty abroad.

Some critics argue that the fund is too large and that it is beyond the remit of the
Church Commissioners. However, when we weigh national church expenditure
against the Anglican Communion's Five Marks of Mission, projects like Spire align
closely with our foundational priorities.

Seeking Justice: Responding to structural economic inequality where finance
is scarce.
Showing Compassion: Standing in solidarity with our global neighbours
experiencing poverty.
Stewardship: The financial sums involved are relatively small compared to the
total resources managed by the Church Commissioners, making it a modest
yet targeted tool for good.

In any diverse church family, national initiatives can prompt differing views on
how central funds ought to be allocated. Not every national initiative will directly
benefit every church member or parish. However, the Church seeks to serve a
wide range of needs and priorities, and there are many within the Church for
whom projects such as Spire are of considerable importance. 



There have been complaints that the project will divert money intended for parish
use. These are unfounded. This funding commitment will be sourced in its entirety
from the Endowment Fund managed by the Church Commissioners. None of the
money given to a parish church will be used for this fund. None of the money will
come from parish income. 

There are also complaints that the historical links are miscalculated. These firmly
rebutted by the Church Commissioners. For more information about this and
answers to other questions you may have please go to:
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/governance/national-church-
institutions/church-commissioners-england/who-we-are/historic-links-
enslavement/frequently-asked-questions. 

It’s important for us as Church and for our nation to grapple with our history, to
consider together how we respond to it. It’s not good enough to simply point out
that other cultures and countries also traded in slavery, that African slaves’ own
rulers traded them. That doesn’t make the injustice go away. Each nation is
responsible for reckoning with its own history. We bear collective responsibility
before God for the consequences of the actions of our forebears, irrespective of
what other nations do or have done. 

'Our calling to confront historic injustice and our commitment to sustaining parish
life both flow from the same Gospel imperative: to love our neighbour as
ourselves and to enable all to flourish.’ Archbishop of Canterbury. 
The link for the full article is here: Church of England link

Rev Rachael Brooks
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Visit:
www.stedmundsallestreeandstmatt
hewsdarleyabbey.co.uk
for more information on upcoming
services. 
 

Sunday 4  - St Matt’s: Evensong
led by Clive Lemmon

th

Sunday 11  - St Ed’s Choral
Evensong led by Rachael Brooks

th

Sunday 18   - St Matt’s Choral
Evensong led by Clive Lemmon

th

Sunday 25   - St Ed’s Evening
Prayer led by David Anderson

th

The Evening Service (Evensong) at
6 pm on a Sunday alternates
between St Edmunds and St
Matthews, Darley Abbey, and
always follows the Book of
Common Prayer.
 

Fancy a mid-week communion
service? Or an early evening service?
St Edmunds, Allestree have a
Communion service 10.30am every
Wednesday.

The first Sunday of the month 7-8pm,
St Nick’s chapel, informal
contemporary worship, short Bible
reflection and prayer.
 

This months
6pm services

are:

Extra Worship
opportunities 
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HARVEST SERVICES

This year’s Harvest services will be held on Sunday 11 October at both St
Paul’s and St Nick’s. Harvest is a special opportunity to come together in
thankfulness for God’s goodness and to share generously with those in
need.

As part of our celebrations, we will be collecting non-perishable food items
at both churches in support of Derby Food 4 Thought. Donations can be
brought before the services or on the day itself, and will be collected by
Derby Food 4 Thought the following week.
We are also delighted that Curzon School will once again be joining us in
marking Harvest and supporting this important local work. Thank you in
advance for your kindness and generosity.
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Joint Confirmation Service with Bishop Jackie.

Last month St Matthew’s Church played host to the four church joint
confirmation service led by Bishop Jackie. A very special occasion for all

involved.



Safeguarding Lead St Pauls: 

Mary Pitt
psostpauls@outlook.com

01332550431

Safeguarding
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Safeguarding Lead St Nicks: 

Miriam Chappell
psostnicks@outlook.com

07448607129

Diocesan
Safeguarding Team:

01332 388678 

Volunteers in the Church of England require safeguarding training as part
of safer recruitment. To access the training please visit:

www.safeguardingtraining.cofeportal.org. 
All individuals need to register for an account to complete the training. If
you require assistance please contact Emma in the church office for help. 
Training can be done in stages and at your own pace. Computer access is

required. If you prefer face to face training please visit:
www.derby.anglican.org/en/who-needs-safeguarding-training.html 

to book onto the required training. 
 

St Nick's and St Pauls are committed to safeguarding children, young people
and adults from harm. We follow the House of Bishops guidance and

policies and have our own Parish Safeguarding Officers (PSO). Our Diocese
of Derby’s safeguarding pages contain vital links and information including

contacts for the Diocesan Safeguarding Advisor who advises our PSO. If you
are concerned that a child or adult has been harmed or may be at risk of

harm please contact the PSO’s by email: see above
Alternatively, contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Advisor as shown on this
link . If you have immediate concerns about the safety of someone, please
contact the police and your local authority’s children or adult social care

services.
 

http://www.safeguardingtraining.cofeportal.org/
http://www.derby.anglican.org/en/who-needs-safeguarding-training.html
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SPOTLIGHT
on young people & families

Last June St Matthew’s and St Edmund’s launched our All Age services.
The planning team includes people from both churches, we plan and
write each service together and then deliver it twice – once at each
church, by the team members from that church. Our services follow a
simple structure: Gathering: we remind ourselves why we’re here and who
God is, we make ourselves right with God through confession; Growing:
we remind ourselves of where the overarching story is up to, then are
introduced to today’s story. We might act it out or watch a short film and
will then reflect on it together with short talk and an activity; Going: we
think about what we’ve learned this morning and what we’ll take away
with us to do about it.

We are working through the Bible to understand it as God’s big story of
rescue which culminated in Jesus. Last year we explored Genesis and
how God called Abraham (and Sarah) to found a nation through whom
God would bless the whole world. This year we’re in Exodus, finding out
how God rescued his people from Egypt and seeing how the story
foreshadows Jesus and what he did for us.

Title: All Age Worship

What is happening?
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SPOTLIGHT
on young people & families

Title: Breakfast Church

Please pray for:

See Church Websites for more details
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Last September, at St Nick’s we launched 1  Sunday Breakfast Church.
The morning follows four stages: Welcome (sharing breakfast and
conversation), Gather (exploring the monthly theme), Respond (through
interactive prayer, quiet reflection, all age activities, or Bible study), and
Send (gathering to encourage one another to love God, each other, and
our community throughout the week).

st

So far, we have explored the Lord’s Prayer and the Fruit of the Spirit, with
the Creed our current theme.

· All age worship across the four
parishes

· That we would be church in a way
that connects across generations

· For the links between families,
schools and church as we seek to
nurture faith and discipleship

· For families to hear about and join
the services and encounter the good
news of Jesus 
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Celebration

On the 5  September St Nick’s hosted a
special Thanksgiving service for Bruce
and Mary Innis to celebrate their 40th
wedding anniversary. It was a lovely
service with hymns chosen by them. 

th

God bless them and their family.

If you have a special life event you would
like to celebrate with a Thanksgiving

service please speak to a member of our
clergy team.

Children's Society Collection Boxes

After 30 years of collecting and emptying the boxes and paying the
money to the Society, I have reluctantly concluded that I cannot do this
any more. If anyone is interested in taking over this very worthwhile job,

please contact me for more details on 07944 178 799 or by email to
illinghelen@gmail.com.

Helen Illingworth.



Children's Society Collection 

A Heartfelt Thank You to Helen Illingworth. 

Celebrating 30 years of dedication, generosity and community
spirit.

We would like to express our sincere thanks to Helen for her
outstanding support of The Children’s Society. For an incredible
30 years, she has organised the annual collection with
dedication and care, helping to raise an extraordinary £48,241.33
during this time.

Every donation gathered through Helen’s efforts has contributed
to the charity’s vital work supporting children and young people.
Her remarkable commitment has made a meaningful difference
and encouraged others to share in the spirit of giving.
Reaching this milestone is a wonderful achievement and a
testament to Helen’s generosity, perseverance and community
spirit.

Thank you, Helen, for 30 remarkable years of kindness and
service. Your contribution is deeply appreciated, and your
example continues to inspire us all.
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ST PAUL’S CHURCHYARD
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Lost graves are being uncovered in St Paul's Graveyard as the
new Churchyard Working Party tackles the weeding and

pruning. 

Thanks Katy, Chris, Margaret, Ros and Jane for your hard
work.

If anyone would like to be involved and see what we discover
next please contact our church administrator by email:

stnicksallestree@outlook.com for more details or come along
to the next session on Tuesday October 6th from 9.15am.



Prayer

Pre-church prayer
takes place in the
chapel from 9.30am to
9.45am on a Sunday
morning. We pray for
the service to follow
and anything else the
Holy Spirit prompts us
to bring to our Father.
 
Church prayer will be
held on the 4th
Wednesday of the
month in the Chapel or
on Zoom depending on
the weather. This
month will be:

21  October 7.30-
8.30pm

st

 
Contact Graham if you
are interested in joining
us in prayer.
 

St Nick’s have a prayer circle as part of their
pastoral care. We have now set up a WhatsApp

group so that prayer requests can be relayed
more quickly than ringing each individual

member. There is still provision for those who
prefer to hear by phone. Please rest assured

you are being covered in prayer.
If you would like to be added to the prayer

circle,
 please get in touch with the church office.

For more details, please see the poster at the
back of 
St Nick’s.

 

St Nick’s Prayer Circle
Church

Prayer @ St
Nick’s
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Prayer Requests:
 

Please pray for:- 
For those that are unwell and unable to get
out at this time. 
For our prayer partners; Jigsaw and Upbeat
communities.
On October 7th, the third anniversary of the
horrific attacks by the terrorist group
Hamas on young people at the Nova festival
and people living on kibbutz in Israel, please
pray for those who mourn and those who
still suffer trauma from the ordeal they went
through.
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Jigsaw and Upbeat community - prayer partners

This month we are asking for your prayers for two of St Nick’s chosen charities;
Jigsaw and Upbeat Community. The Jigsaw team have shared their aims with
St Nick’s this year when they joined us for Sunday worship and we are
arranging for Tim and the team to come in again to update us on their work.
Upbeat Community have shared the below message with a request for pray.
Please join us in praying for these two important charities. God bless them and
all the work they are doing.

Dear Sarah and all at St Nick's Allestree,  

Thank you for your continued support and prayers for Upbeat Communities,
and the people we serve. We are particularly grateful for your partnership in a
continually challenging landscape. 
We would be grateful if you could continue to pray over the following areas.  

1.Refugee homelessness 
A couple of months ago, we shared that refugee homelessness has reached a
devastating high in the city of Derby. We need the Church to pray for solutions. 
At Upbeat, we run a couple of projects providing emergency accommodation
in both voluntary and paid capacities. We urgently need more hosts to join us
in offering a safe place to stay for refugees. Could you help us spread the
word?
Upbeatcommunities.org/hosting 

2.Finances
The financial landscape across the UK and the world right now is really tough.
We would love it if you could pray for God’s provision as Upbeat seeks to
continue meeting the needs of refugees in our city through our projects. In
particular, please pray for success with a number of significant Trust and
Foundation funding applications that have recently been submitted, wisdom as
we develop new funding opportunities, and for the resources needed to
sustain and grow projects such as our Integration Hub.

https://upbeatcommunities.org/hosting


3.Big Give
Linked to the above, we’re excited to share that we will once again be taking
part in the Big Give Christmas Challenge this year! Last year, we raised over
£25,000 through the Big Give to support our projects for much of 2026. This
year, we need to raise £28,000 to keep up with increasing needs. 

If you haven’t yet decided on a charity to support as a church this Christmas
season, we would love you to consider supporting Upbeat at a time of such
hostility towards refugees. One way to do this is to book us to visit your
church between October-December, both to share about our work, and to
invite members of your congregation to partner with us in the Big Give.

Lastly, here is a message from Maddie Thomson, our Community Engagement
Manager who many of you will know: 

“Hi everyone. I wanted to let you know that I will sadly be moving on from
Upbeat Communities in August, to join the team at Hope into Action UK. I
wanted to thank you for your prayerful support of Upbeat Communities over
the 6 years I have been part of this team. It has been a privilege to work with
you to demonstrate Jesus’ love, compassion, and practical support to people
seeking refuge in Derby.”

With thanks for all your support,

Lesley Gladwell
Interim CEO 
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Advanced notice: 

The 2026 Shoe box appeal in partnership with Team 4 U will be
launching this October. 

 Please start collecting items to fill your shoe box. Completed
shoe boxes are to be returned to Church for collection.

Collection date to be confirmed. 

For more details see Ann Cartmell. 

Thank you in advance for your support with this project.

Shoe box
appeal 2026



Would you like to help out at the very
successful Play n Praise which is for
preschoolers and their adults @ St

Nicks on a Wednesday morning (term
time only). 

We are looking to set up a team of
volunteers on a rota. You would not
be required every week, but every 4-

6 weeks. 
If you would like to know more, why
not pop along on a Wednesday 9.30-
11am and meet the current team and

families who attend? Coffee and cake
available.

 

Pastoral Care and Volunteers

Are you going through a difficult time
at the moment and would like some
emotional, spiritual or physical help?

 For various understandable reasons,
many people find it difficult to reach

out and ask for help but if you are
aware of anyone who is struggling at

the moment, please let us know. It
could include for example, help with
shopping, a home visit or merely a

friendly chat on the phone. If we don’t
know, then it’s difficult to help.

 We are part of your church family and
have been DBS checked and have

completed the Diocesan Safe Guarding
Training.
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Clare has been a valued pastoral
link at St Nick’s, offering support,

encouragement and prayer to
many members of our

congregation. As she steps back
from this role, we would like to
thank her for the care, empathy

and dedication she has shown to
others throughout her time in the

role.



Generous Faith
LAY MINISTRY CONFERENCE - Cliff College, Calver, Derbyshire. Saturday, 12

September, 2026  -  9.00 – 4.30 pm 

th

After registration, we were welcomed by Ben Martin and members of the
Derby Diocesan Team. Followed by opening worship.

The keynote speaker was Bishop Sophie Jelley who is the Diocesan Bishop
of Coventry and holds the role of national episcopal lead for Lay Ministries
across the Church of England. She arrived on the platform in a blue trouser
suit later taking off her jacket to show a purple T-shirt with the words “I Love
Laity”!  

The 5 key aspects she spoke about are that we should all have: -
1) Love for God
2) Love for People
3) Love for Church
4) Love for life and
5) Love for the foreseeable (the near future) – to always have ‘hope’.

This is where you come in! We were encouraged to think of doing
something, for one month, each day.   Mine is to go out and look for
something different that I did not notice the day before, recording them and
thanking God.  What will yours be?

Bishop Sophie very importantly reminded us that God calls us as God’s
people to a range of roles, places and relationships and no call is superior to
another. Every Christian is called by God, equipped with gifts for the
building up of common life and commissioned for the service of Christ
through baptism.

There were various activities available including; an update from the
Diocesan Safeguarding team, workshops and you could visit the Prayer
Room. 
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During breaks we had opportunities to network, and it was clear the event
had brought together people from all walks of life within the Church. 

I attended ‘Neurodiverse Church’ led by John Allister who is a vicar of 14
years and who is also autistic.  It was an invaluable workshop to attend
giving insight into autism.He has written a book ‘Faith, Hope and Autism:
Learning to Love Neurodiversity’.   He advised using the  acronym below
when we meet people:

           F    E    E    L 

1) F     To be Flexible 
2) E     To have Empathy
3) E     How we Empower
4)  L    How we Lead

The day ended with a closing Eucharist led by Ven Emma Sykes,
Archdeacon of East Derbyshire.

Ben Martin and his team were thanked for all their work for this day.  It was
a brilliant and very useful Conference, very well organised and very
successful. It was well worth me attending and I learnt a lot! I certainly
recommend you attend the next one.

Sarah Tupling

Generous Faith
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Ministry Team Update

As many of you will know, following Matthew Tricks 's appointment as
Dean of Guernsey, he has stepped down from his role as Archdeacon
of Derby and South Derbyshire. During the vacancy, Bishop Jackie
has asked Revd Sarah to serve as Acting Archdeacon, dividing her
time between parish ministry and archdeaconry responsibilities.
Sarah's usual working pattern will be:

Parish ministry: Wednesday and Sunday
Archdeaconry ministry: Tuesday and Thursday
Monday and Friday: Flexible, according to parish and diocesan
commitments

Bishop Jackie has expressed her sincere thanks to the parishes for
their support during this time.

We are blessed with dedicated clergy, lay leaders and volunteers
across our churches. While we each have different roles and callings,
parish ministry is ultimately about all God's people playing their part
within the Body of Christ. We are therefore both grateful and
confident that, as we continue to seek Christ together, our churches
will continue to grow and flourish.
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Next dates: 18  Oct, 15  Nov & 13  Dec  th th th
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Donate today

Weddings, baptisms and other life events
If you are looking to organise a baptism or would like to get married or
celebrate a special anniversary with the renewal of wedding vows at St
Nicks or St Pauls please contact our church adminsitrator by email:
stnicksallestree@outlook.com to arrange all life event services including
funerals and commitals.

Additional information on life events can be found at:
www.stnicksallestree.co.uk/weddings-and-life-events

A gift today helps us plan for tomorrow.
To make a secure donation, scan the QR code. Every
donation goes directly to church funds to support
our services, community outreach and our ongoing
work with growing younger in faith. Thank you for
your generosity.

Social Media
For those of you who regularly use social media why not give us a follow?
Our social media accounts are updated weekly with information on services.
All events are highlighted and photos shared where possible.
If anyone would like to be involved/star in any videos for social media
highlighting ongoings in either church please contact Emma in the office. 
Search: 
                               www.facebook.com/stpaulsquarndon
                               www.facebook.com/stnicksallestree
                               stnicks_ Allestree
                               stpaul_quarndon
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St Nick’s
October
Services 

St Paul’s
October
Services 



CHURCH OFFICE 

CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH LEADER 

Paul Taylor 
01332556020

CHURCH WARDEN
ST NICK’S

CHURCH WARDEN
ST PAUL’S

Vacancy

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday
9-3 and Friday 9-12

OFFICE HOURS

WEBSITES

www.achurchnearyou.com/St-
Paul-Quarndon 

www.stnicksallestree.co.uk

Handy Contacts and
information
Newsletter Information - Deadline!

Please be aware that the deadline for any
news you’d like to be included in the next
Newsletter is the 20th of the month before.

Any news should be sent to St Nick’s church
office: stnicksallestree@outlook.com

Emma Patterson
01332550431

stnicksallestree@outlook.com

Rachel Kennedy
07895051941

stnicksCYL@outlook.com 

Polite notice to St Nick’s congregation, hall hirers and visitors.
Please could everyone be mindful when parking on the roads surrounding St

Nick’s and be considerate to residents. In particular ensure we are not parking
across driveways and allow residents space to reverse in and out of their drives.

Thank you all as always for your support and kindness.

Bruce Innis

LICENSED LAY
MINISTER (READER)

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/St-Paul-Quarndon
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/St-Paul-Quarndon
https://www.stnicksallestree.co.uk/


Dates/Services Readings

Sunday 4th October
St Nick’s: Breakfast Church @ 10
                  Abide @ 7
St Paul’s: 10am Holy Communion 

 
Philippians 3:4-14, Matthew 21:33-

end

Sunday 11th October 
St Nick’s: Harvest @ 10                            
St Paul’s: 10am Harvest Service                 

Philippians 4:1-9, Matthew 22:1-14

Sunday 18th October
St Nick’s: Morning Worship @ 10
St Paul’s: 10am Holy Communion

2 Timothy 4:5-17, Luke 10:1-9

Sunday 25th October 
St Nick’s: Around the table @ 10           
(All age with Holy Communion)
St Paul’s: 10am Morning Praise 

 

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8, Matthew
22:34-end

Priest in Charge: Reverend Sarah Watson and Associate Priest
Reverend Rachael Brooks. Ordinand: Colette Desborough.
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 1st Wednesday Holy Communion @ 11.30 will begin at St
Nick’s 7  October in the chapel. th
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	In any diverse church family, national initiatives can prompt differing views on how central funds ought to be allocated. Not every national initiative will directly benefit every church member or parish. However, the Church seeks to serve a wide range of needs and priorities, and there are many within the Church for whom projects such as Spire are of considerable importance.

	There have been complaints that the project will divert money intended for parish use. These are unfounded. This funding commitment will be sourced in its entirety from the Endowment Fund managed by the Church Commissioners. None of the money given to a parish church will be used for this fund. None of the money will come from parish income.
	There are also complaints that the historical links are miscalculated. These firmly rebutted by the Church Commissioners. For more information about this and answers to other questions you may have please go to: https://www.churchofengland.org/about/governance/national-church-institutions/church-commissioners-england/who-we-are/historic-links-enslavement/frequently-asked-questions.
	It’s important for us as Church and for our nation to grapple with our history, to consider together how we respond to it. It’s not good enough to simply point out that other cultures and countries also traded in slavery, that African slaves’ own rulers traded them. That doesn’t make the injustice go away. Each nation is responsible for reckoning with its own history. We bear collective responsibility before God for the consequences of the actions of our forebears, irrespective of what other nations do or have done.
	'Our calling to confront historic injustice and our commitment to sustaining parish life both flow from the same Gospel imperative: to love our neighbour as ourselves and to enable all to flourish.’ Archbishop of Canterbury.
	The link for the full article is here: Church of England link
	Rev Rachael Brooks
	Joint Confirmation Service with Bishop Jackie.
	Last month St Matthew’s Church played host to the four church joint confirmation service led by Bishop Jackie. A very special occasion for all involved.
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	SPOTLIGHT
	on young people & families
	Title: All Age Worship
	What is happening?
	Last June St Matthew’s and St Edmund’s launched our All Age services. The planning team includes people from both churches, we plan and write each service together and then deliver it twice – once at each church, by the team members from that church. Our services follow a simple structure: Gathering: we remind ourselves why we’re here and who God is, we make ourselves right with God through confession; Growing: we remind ourselves of where the overarching story is up to, then are introduced to today’s story. We might act it out or watch a short film and will then reflect on it together with short talk and an activity; Going: we think about what we’ve learned this morning and what we’ll take away with us to do about it.
	We are working through the Bible to understand it as God’s big story of rescue which culminated in Jesus. Last year we explored Genesis and how God called Abraham (and Sarah) to found a nation through whom God would bless the whole world. This year we’re in Exodus, finding out how God rescued his people from Egypt and seeing how the story foreshadows Jesus and what he did for us.


	SPOTLIGHT
	on young people & families
	Title: Breakfast Church
	Last September, at St Nick’s we launched 1st Sunday Breakfast Church. The morning follows four stages: Welcome (sharing breakfast and conversation), Gather (exploring the monthly theme), Respond (through interactive prayer, quiet reflection, all age activities, or Bible study), and Send (gathering to encourage one another to love God, each other, and our community throughout the week).
	So far, we have explored the Lord’s Prayer and the Fruit of the Spirit, with the Creed our current theme.

	Please pray for:
	· All age worship across the four parishes
	· That we would be church in a way that connects across generations
	· For the links between families, schools and church as we seek to nurture faith and discipleship
	· For families to hear about and join the services and encounter the good news of Jesus
	See Church Websites for more details


	Celebration
	On the 5th September St Nick’s hosted a special Thanksgiving service for Bruce and Mary Innis to celebrate their 40th wedding anniversary. It was a lovely service with hymns chosen by them.
	God bless them and their family.
	If you have a special life event you would like to celebrate with a Thanksgiving service please speak to a member of our clergy team.

	Children's Society Collection Boxes
	After 30 years of collecting and emptying the boxes and paying the money to the Society, I have reluctantly concluded that I cannot do this any more. If anyone is interested in taking over this very worthwhile job, please contact me for more details on 07944 178 799 or by email to  illinghelen@gmail.com.
	Helen Illingworth.

	A Heartfelt Thank You to Helen Illingworth.
	Jigsaw and Upbeat community - prayer partners
	This month we are asking for your prayers for two of St Nick’s chosen charities; Jigsaw and Upbeat Community. The Jigsaw team have shared their aims with St Nick’s this year when they joined us for Sunday worship and we are arranging for Tim and the team to come in again to update us on their work. Upbeat Community have shared the below message with a request for pray. Please join us in praying for these two important charities. God bless them and all the work they are doing.
	Dear Sarah and all at St Nick's Allestree,
	Thank you for your continued support and prayers for Upbeat Communities, and the people we serve. We are particularly grateful for your partnership in a continually challenging landscape.
	We would be grateful if you could continue to pray over the following areas.
	Refugee homelessness
	A couple of months ago, we shared that refugee homelessness has reached a devastating high in the city of Derby. We need the Church to pray for solutions.
	At Upbeat, we run a couple of projects providing emergency accommodation in both voluntary and paid capacities. We urgently need more hosts to join us in offering a safe place to stay for refugees. Could you help us spread the word?
	Upbeatcommunities.org/hosting
	Finances
	The financial landscape across the UK and the world right now is really tough. We would love it if you could pray for God’s provision as Upbeat seeks to continue meeting the needs of refugees in our city through our projects. In particular, please pray for success with a number of significant Trust and Foundation funding applications that have recently been submitted, wisdom as we develop new funding opportunities, and for the resources needed to sustain and grow projects such as our Integration Hub.



	Big Give
	Linked to the above, we’re excited to share that we will once again be taking part in the Big Give Christmas Challenge this year! Last year, we raised over £25,000 through the Big Give to support our projects for much of 2026. This year, we need to raise £28,000 to keep up with increasing needs.
	If you haven’t yet decided on a charity to support as a church this Christmas season, we would love you to consider supporting Upbeat at a time of such hostility towards refugees. One way to do this is to book us to visit your church between October-December, both to share about our work, and to invite members of your congregation to partner with us in the Big Give.
	Lastly, here is a message from Maddie Thomson, our Community Engagement Manager who many of you will know:
	“Hi everyone. I wanted to let you know that I will sadly be moving on from Upbeat Communities in August, to join the team at Hope into Action UK. I wanted to thank you for your prayerful support of Upbeat Communities over the 6 years I have been part of this team. It has been a privilege to work with you to demonstrate Jesus’ love, compassion, and practical support to people seeking refuge in Derby.”
	With thanks for all your support,
	Lesley Gladwell
	Interim CEO
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	Shoe box appeal 2026
	Advanced notice:
	The 2026 Shoe box appeal in partnership with Team 4 U will be launching this October.
	Please start collecting items to fill your shoe box. Completed shoe boxes are to be returned to Church for collection. Collection date to be confirmed.
	For more details see Ann Cartmell.
	Thank you in advance for your support with this project.
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	Next dates: 18th Oct, 15th Nov & 13th Dec
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	St Paul’s October Services
	St Nick’s October Services
	1st Wednesday Holy Communion @ 11.30 will begin at St Nick’s 7th October in the chapel.

