10th Sunday after Trinity, 2026, A, AR, LM,  Matt 14;22-33, Romans 10:5-15

To me there are two really important aspects to the two New Testament readings today, the first is the importance of silence in our lives, and the second is how we earn God’s favour, if in fact we can earn God’s favour.
Karen talks about her days walking around the sculpture park, to try and close her mind to the business of the world and concentrate her mind on Jesus. As I’ve said many times my equivalent is walking behind my lawnmower, although I have just finally agreed to see what all the fuss is about with walking around the sculpture park, and have agreed a date to go, although we are still negotiating whether I can take the lawnmower or not. Sadly, neither of us have been able to have this precious time with God, Karen’s been busy with her ordination and training and with family time, and with the lack of rain there has been no grass to cut. But the rain has started and life is slowing down so those times are now back on our cards.
We are reminded, though, in this reading from Matthew’s Gospel how Jesus himself needed his time away. I’m sure if they had been invented, he would have spent his thinking time behind a lawnmower and not just walking, after all he was thought to be a gardener, but they weren’t, so he would just go off on his own for a walk into the mountains for a time to relax, to empty his mind, and just be with his Father.
I am reminded of the first bit of work I had to do when starting on my ministry training and that was to write 500 words about the role of a priest, and I ended it with the phrase from the play Hamlet, to be or not to be, that is the question. And my final words of the assignment were that we need to learn just to be. To be, albeit, in a different way to Hamlet, because he was considering about whether it is better to keep living and suffering or to die, in my interpretation of this famous saying we all need to learn, and for some this is a very difficult learning, just to be quiet and still of mind, and to be in the presence of God.
When we have moments within our services when there could be quiet, very often this is filled with chatter, which isn’t a bad thing necessarily, but it is a sign that some find silence difficult and even disturbing. We rarely have background music on in our house, I don’t listen to music when out cycling or working in the garden. The sound of nature is enough, and better still is the sound of silence. Although I have quite bad tinnitus and there is never silence in my life, but I know that when I hear the buzzing of the tinnitus that all is quiet around me. I go to many homes and experience a background noise constantly there, the television, the radio, an Alexa, and of course other devices are available. I realise that for some this is for company, and may be the only voices they will hear that day, but for others it is a need to be continually attached to noise, perhaps afraid of what they might hear God saying to them if only they weren’t being distracted. 
The second point is all about whether we can earn God’s favour through faith or through works, works usually shown by keeping the law, which is all about doing things. This attitude is about a kind of credit and debit account that God keeps, or perhaps more accurately we think we keep with God, so that at the end of your life you might end up in credit. However, our own credit rating, I think I can confidently say, will definitely not be the same as God’s credit rating of us.
Faith on the other hand is an acceptance of what God has done, in having Jesus be a part of our human life. Jesus’ life, death and resurrection occurred without any consent or effort by us, and all we have to do is recognise it as the activity of God, and accept it into our life. Paul teaches against turning faith into a kind of pursuit, where you have to search out God and grab him to be with you by force. But as you all hopefully know, we can’t do this, and God is present in our lives before we are born, he is in every moment of our here and now, he will be present today and in every today that is to come. Faith isn’t about going to find him, faith is about accepting him, and welcoming him into your life.
We will all find that difficult to truly understand and accept, but we are not alone. Peter failed to recognise the closeness of God in his life and when it came to walking towards Jesus on the water. He had not realised that Jesus’ power is not magic. He had thought that Jesus’ power was some kind of external force, to be tapped into and used as and when he pleased. Peter had tried to do exactly what Paul was talking about, to try to get close to God’s power by sheer force of will. Instead, all he had to do was to reach out his hand to Jesus and recognise that he walks on the water as a disciple of Jesus, not requiring any other kind of power at all.
Having a Christian faith is not a type of system which some people can use more easily and some can’t, a system which accepts one and not the other, where one can reap the rewards and where one is excluded from doing this. Christianity is about a relationship, a relationship instigated by God, offered by God, in which our place is opened up by the life of Jesus, a relationship in which we are constantly encouraged by the Holy Spirit. No one is better at this relationship, and there are no tests, and in fact there are limitless places within this relationship.
The temptation is to go off looking for challenges to prove your worth to God, to go and seek him in the terrifying wind of a storm or fire, because surely silence and the gentle rhythm of your own heart and life are too small and mundane for God. The main characters of our three readings Elijah, Paul and Peter, have all seen the spectacular power of God, but they all learn to be much more awed by God’s offer of intimacy than by any other kind of demonstration. For those who went on the away day and met Sisters Brigitte and Ann, it was obvious that the joy and peace they have in their lives comes from the acceptance of the stillness of their relationship with God.
Thankfully the rains have come and the grass is growing so I’ll find my quiet time with God, where will yours be, and how can you schedule more and more stillness into your busy daily schedule.
 


 
