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A  M e s s a g e  
f r o m

F r  P a u l

I  a l w a y s  f e e l  t h a t  S e p t e m b e r  i s  a  b i t  o f  a  s t r a n g e  m o n t h ,  f e e l i n g  t h a t  i t  i s  a
m o n t h  o f  t r a n s i t i o n  b e t w e e n  o n e  t h i n g  a n d  a n o t h e r ,  a  t i m e  w h e n  w e  k n o w  a l l  i s
a b o u t  t o  c h a n g e ,  w h e t h e r  w e  l i k e  i t  o r  n o t .  W e  t r y  o u r  h a r d e s t  t o  h o l d  o n  t o
w h a t  i s  l e f t  o f  t h e  s u m m e r ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  t h e  c h i l l  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  a i r  i s  j u s t  t h e
s t a r t  o f  t h i n g s  t o  c o m e .  T h e  s a m e  c o u l d  b e  s a i d  f o r  o u r  l i v e s ,  a s  w e  f e e l  t h o s e
l o n g  h o t  d a y s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  p a s s  b y ,  r e m e m b e r i n g  t h o s e  d a y s  s p e n t  o n  a  l o n e l y
b e a c h ,  k n o w i n g  o u r  w o r k i n g  l i v e s  a r e  b e f o r e  u s  o n c e  m o r e ,  w h e r e  a n y  c h a n c e  o f
a  b r e a k  i s  f a r  o u t  o f  o u r  s i g h t .  W e  m a y  l o o k  a t  t h i s  m o n t h  a n d  f e e l  g l o o m y ,  b u t
n o t  a l l  t r a n s i t i o n S  a r e  f o r  t h e  w o r s t ,  c h a n g e  c a n  b e  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y
a s  w e  s e e  t h e  l e a v e s  c h a n g e ,  a n d  t h e  g r o u n d  t a k e s  a  s i g h  o f  r e l i e f  a s  r a i n  f a l l s
o n c e  m o r e ,  a n d  o u r  l i v e s  a r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  h o p e .

I t  i s  t h e  s a m e  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  C h u r c h  c e l e b r a t e s  o n  t h e  1 4 t h  S e p t e m b e r  i n  t h e
F e a s t  D a y  o f  t h e  E x a l t a t i o n  o f  t h e  H o l y  C r o s s .  W i t h  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  c r o s s e s
w e  f i n d  i n  o u r  c h u r c h e s ,  a r o u n d  o u r  n e c k s ,  w i t h i n  o u r  h o m e s ,  w e  c a n  b e  i n
d a n g e r  o f  o v e r - r o m a n t i c i z i n g  t h e  c r o s s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  w e  f o r g e t  w h a t  t h e
c r o s s  u s e d  t o  b e .  T h e  c r o s s  w a s  a  s i g n  o f  o p p r e s s i o n  u s e d  b y  t h e  R o m a n s  t o
s u p p r e s s  t h e  p e o p l e ,  i t  w a s  t h e  m o s t  b a r b a r i c  f o r m  o f  e x e c u t i o n  t h a t
s l o w l y  a n d  p a i n f u l l y  k i l l e d  t h o s e  w h o  h u n g  u p o n  i t  a s  t h e y  s u f f o c a t e d  t o
d e a t h .  W i t h  t h i s  b e i n g  t h e  c a s e ,  w h y  w o u l d  w e  e x a l t  s u c h  a  c r u e l  e x e c u t i o n ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  i t  w a s  t h e  w a y  i n  w h i c h  J e s u s  d i e d .  I f  t h e  s t o r y  o f  J e s u s
s t o p p e d  w i t h  h i s  d e a t h  o n  t h e  c r o s s ,  t h e n  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  r e m a i n e d  a  v i l e  f o r m
o f  t o r t u r e ,  t h a t  s t r i p p e d  p e o p l e  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  e v e n  t h e i r  l i v e s .  H o w e v e r ,
t h r o u g h  h i s  r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  J e s u s  c o n q u e r e d  s i n  a n d  d e a t h ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  i m a g e
o f  t h e  c r o s s  h a s  n o w  t r a n s i t i o n e d  f r o m  a n  e v i l  f o r m  o f  t o r t u r e ,  t o  a  s i g n  o f
l o v e  a n d  h o p e .  A  s i g n  o f  G o d ’ s  l o v e  f o r  u s  a s  h e  g a v e  u s  h i s  o n l y  s o n  t h a t  w e
m a y  f i n d  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  w i t h  h i m ,  a  s i g n  o f  h o p e  t h a t  a s  J e s u s  C h r i s t  w a s
r a i s e d  t o  e t e r n a l  l i f e  s o  m a y  w e .

T h e  n e x t  t i m e  y o u  s e e  a  c r o s s  d o  n o t  d i s r e g a r d  i t  a s  j u s t  a  t h i n g  o f  b e a u t y ,
b u t  r e c o g n i s e  i t  a s  a  s i g n  o f  t r a n s i t i o n ,  a  s i g n  o f  c h a n g e  f r o m  e v i l
t o  g o o d  b y  t h e  v e r y  r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  J e s u s .  T h i s  i s  a  s i g n  o f  t r a n s i t i o n  n o t
j u s t  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s ,  b u t  a l s o  i n  o u r  o w n  l i v e s  a s  w e  a r e  t r a n s f o r m e d
b y  t h e  l o v e  o f  G o d .  B e  t r a n s f o r m e d  b y  C h r i s t ’ s  H o l y  C r o s s  a n d  k n o w
G o d ’ s  l o v e  f o r  y o u  a s  h e  b r i n g s  y o u  o u t  o f  d a r k n e s s  i n t o  h i s  m o s t
w o n d e r f u l  l i g h t .



 
Skirbeck 

St Nicholas 
Service times 

 Sundays - Parish Mass, 9.15am 
Holy Hour,  5pm

Tuesdays – Mass, 9.30am
Wednesdays – Mass, 6.30pm 
Saturdays - Mass, 10am 

Rosary, 9.30am (first 
Saturday of the month only) 

Feasts, Solemnities and Holy Days of 
Obligation 

as shown in notices 



SS Peter & Paul, Kirton

SERVICE TIMES
 Sundays – Parish Mass, 11.15am
 Thursdays – Mass, 10am
 Fridays – Mass, 6.30pm
 4th Saturday of the Month –  Rosary, 9.30am: 
                                                          Mass, 10am
Social Media
 Website – www.kirtongroup.com/kirton
 Facebook – ‘Like’ us at St Peter & St Paul’s Church, Kirton
 Email – kirtonchurch@mail.com A Church Near You –
 www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14667

Priest in Charge – Fr Paul Norwood (01205) 635817

All Saints, Fosdyke

SERVICE TIMES
 Sundays – Parish Mass – 11.15am (2nd), 
                                                  9.15am (4th)
 Wednesdays (2nd & 4th) – Worship, 10am –
 Includes workshop on 2nd Wednesday
Social Media
 For general details please find us on:-
 www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14663 or
 www.facebook.com/AllSaintsFosdyke

Priest in Charge – Fr Paul Norwood (01205) 635817



THE PILGRIM
GROUP  NEWS

Please note that Fr Paul is away from 7th September to 29th September. If you
need help in anyway, the Church Wardens of the Group will be able to signpost you
to the best support. If you need a priest please speak with the Church Wardens of

the Group who have the available numbers.
We thankyou for your continued support and cooperation.

Many members of the Benefice
came together for this wonderful

occasion on 15  August. A few
photos below from the day.

th



Walsingham Youth
Pilgrimage 2026

by Joel & Elliot Cash

"Gaudete", meaning Rejoice, was the theme of this
year’s Walsingham Youth Pilgrimage, and we think we
found plenty of Joy while we were there. From the
simple things to sharing a drink in the evening
together, to worshipping and praising God with all of
the wonderful services this Pilgrimage had to offer.

Originally attending as young pilgrims ourselves, it
was indeed a joy to see it from the other side
attending as guardians. For we once received that
guidance, and the opportunity to be there helping
younger people receive that same experience was
fulfilling.

Being away from the fast-paced world of everyday life
really allowed us to connect with one another, form new
bonds and free ourselves from worry, giving space to
focus on what brings us joy in our lives.

The 5 days we were there seemed to pass by surprisingly
quickly. We visited the shrine, attended Bible study and
Mass was celebrated every morning in the Big Top where
all the pilgrims gather. Healing ministries were received on
Wednesday, and a walk to the Slipper Chapel on Thursday.
Amid worship and prayer was a boisterous array of
activities including a football tournament, a nerf gun war,
and various different inflatables for everyone to enjoy. The
companionship that noticeably grew as the week went on
was pleasant to see.

People grew more
confident and closer, and
by the end all youths were
having great fun over
board games and card
games. Flip Seven was a
favourite! It was lovely to
see something so simple
bring them so much fun
and joy.



E V E N T S  
A T  

SKIRBECK
ST

NICHOLAS

Something for the
  young people!



NEWS FROM SKIRBECK ST NICHOLAS

Listening Ear Café re-starts on Tuesday 1st September, 9am to 11am. Pop in for a cuppa,cake and a chat. 

MESSY CHURCH returns on Saturday 12th September from 3pm to 5pm in the Community Hall. An afternoon of crafts,
celebration and a yummy tea. All welcome, children must be accompanied by an adult.

Our first MESSY SUMMER SPECTACULAR had a slow start to the week but we did have some families join us from
Wednesday. Our mornings in church were lovely and cool – we looked at the stained glass windows and designed our own,
counted the crosses (145 in total including those in pictures and the backs of the chairs), Marys around the world and created our
own Lady of Boston, brass rubbings and why we have flowers in church. Our display is at the back of church for all to see.
Afternoons were in the hall from 12 noon – we had lunch and followed by free crafts (junk modelling, tile decoration, making
helmets and crowns) plus giant games of jenga, dominoes,snakes and ladders, four-in-a-row and noughts and crosses. Great fun
was had by all, here’s to next year! 

Pizza Praise and Prayer next session is on Tuesday 29th September, 6pm to 8pm in the Community Hall. We have games out to
play, including table tennis, look at passages from the Bible and discuss, sing some songs and, of course, pizza!! For 11 to 16 year
olds, why not join us? 

CHURCH DONATIONS If you would like to support us, please visit our website and follow the link. 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS    Holy Baptism – 1st August, Lorenzo Gabriel Esteves. 

SOCIAL MEDIA
Website – www.skirbeckstnicholas.com
Email – skirbeckstnicholas@gmail.com
A Church Near You–www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14655/
Facebook – ‘Like’ us at St Nicholas Church Skirbeck
Please note – Twitter and Instagram are no longer in use.

CONTACT INFORMATION
BAPTISMS AND HOLY MATRIMONY – Please contact Fr Paul Norwood on (01205) 635817.
COMMUNITY HALL BOOKINGS – Please contact Mr & Mrs Reece on (01205) 365324.
PARISH SAFEGUARDING OFFICER – Contact Carol Woods on stnicholasskirbecksafeguarding@gmail.com.

If you are unable to get to church and wish to receive communion at home, please contact Fr Paul
Norwood on the above number.

FUND-RAISING

QUIZ NIGHT Saturday 5th September at 7pm in the Community Hall. £8 per ticket includes   
Ploughman’s Supper. Bring your own drink. Phone Linda on 354687 to book your place, ticket entry
only. 

 th

HARVEST LUNCH Sunday 27th September, 12 noon. 3-course lunch includes a roast dinner. Adults £17
(beef and turkey), £19 (lamb); U16 £10/£12. Vegetarian option available upon request. Phone Linda on
354687 to book your tickets and choose your options by Sunday 20th September.

http://www.skirbeckstnicholas.com/
http://www.skirbeckstnicholas.com/
mailto:skirbeckstnicholas@gmail.com
mailto:skirbeckstnicholas@gmail.com
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14655/


E V E N T S
A N D  N E W S

A T
S T  P E T E R  &  

S T  P A U L
K I R T O N

A u g u s t  h a s  b e e n  a  q u i e t
m o n t h  f o r  K i r t o n  a n d  w e
a r e  g e a r i n g  u p  f o r  t h e
S u m m e r  F a y r e .
I n  O c t o b e r  w e  h a v e  t h e
H a r v e s t  S u p p e r  o n  3 r d
a t  5 p m  a n d  2 4 t h  c o f f e e
m o r n i n g  w i t h  p r e l o v e d
c l o t h e s  a n d  b o o k
s a l e . V o l u n t e e r s  a r e  s t i l l
n e e d e d  t o  k e e p  K i r t o n
o p e n .  W e  a r e  t h a n k f u l
f o r  a l l  w h o  w o r k  s o  h a r d
t o  k e e p  t h e  b u i l d i n g
a l i v e  a n d  s e r v i n g  t h e
c o m m u n i t y .



 

PET SERVICE 
SUNDAY 04 OCTOBER 2026 At 3pm 

 
A service of Thanksgiving and a joyous celebration

for all God’s creatures and a Blessing for all our
pets. 

It would we lovely to see
drawings, paintings and
photos of your pets, all

will be displayed in
church. 

Looking forward to
meeting a wide variety of 

creatures and seeing pictures of your pets who are
no longer with us 

Please contact John Cowie for any further
information on Facebook or by email: -

johncowie54@gmail.com 



A l l  S a i n t s  C h u r c h ,  F o s d y k e

O u r  ' H o n e s t y  L i b r a r y '
i s  u p  a n d  r u n n i n g .

F O S D Y K E  C H U R C H  S E R V I C E S  F O R  S E P T E M B E R  A N D  O C T O B E R  2 0 2 6

S e p t e m b e r  
W e d n e s d a y  0 2 ,  1 0 : 0 0 ,  F r  P a u l ,  C h u r c h  a t  H o m e  -  2 5  O l d  M a i n  R o a d
W e d n e s d a y  0 9 ,  1 0 : 0 0 ,  L a y  L e d ,  C h u r c h  a t  H o m e  -  S c h o o l  H o u s e
S u n d a y  1 3 ,  1 1 : 1 5 ,  F R  I a n  W a l t e r s ,  C h u r c h
W e d n e s d a y  1 6 ,  1 0 : 0 0 ,  L a y  L e d ,  C h u r c h  a t  H o m e  -  2 5  O l d  M a i n  R o a d
W e d n e s d a y  2 3 ,  1 0 : 0 0 ,  L a y  L e d ,  C h u r c h  a t  H o m e  -  S c h o o l  H o u s e
S u n d a y  2 7 ,  0 9 : 1 5 ,  F r  P e t e r  G r e e n ,  C h u r c h
W e d n e s d a y  3 0 ,  1 0 : 0 0 ,  F r  P a u l ,  C h u r c h  a t  H o m e  -  2 5  O l d  M a i n  R o a d

O c t o b e r  
S u n d a y  0 4 ,  1 5 : 0 0 ,  F r  P a u l ,  P e t  S e r v i c e  -  A L L  f r i e n d l y  p e t s  w i t h  h u m a n s  w e l c o m e
W e d n e s d a y  0 7 ,  1 0 : 0 0 ,  F r  P a u l ,  C h u r c h  a t  H o m e  -  S c h o o l  H o u s e
S u n d a y  1 1 ,  1 1 : 1 5 ,  F r  P a u l ,  H a r v e s t  F e s t i v a l  -  C h u r c h
W e d n e s d a y  S e r v i c e  1 4 ,  1 0 : 0 0 ,  F r  P a u l ,  C h u r c h  a t  H o m e  -  2 5  O l d  M a i n  R o a d
W e d n e s d a y  S e r v i c e  2 1 ,  1 0 : 0 0 ,  F r  P a u l ,  C h u r c h  a t  H o m e  -  S c h o o l  H o u s e
S u n d a y  2 5 ,  0 9 : 1 5 ,  F r  P a u l ,  M a s s  -  C h u r c h
W e d n e s d a y  S e r v i c e  2 8 ,  1 0 : 0 0 ,  F r  P a u l ,  C h u r c h  a t  H o m e  -  2 5  O l d  M a i n  R o a d

I f  a n y o n e  w o u l d  l i k e  a c c e s s  t o  A l l  S a i n t ’ s  C h u r c h  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  J o h n  C o w i e  a t
S c h o o l  H o u s e ,  M i l l  L a n e ,  o r  o n  0 1 2 0 5  2 6 0 5 0 1

F U T U R E  
F U N D R A I S I N G  

E V E N T
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