From the Vicar

Beloved,

August belongs to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. That wondrous heart pierced by sorrow, but consoled by divine love.

The world very often tells us to follow our heart, but the heart can be restless, wounded, vain, and oh so easily deceived. The Blessed Mother did not merely follow the whims of her own heart like Eve before her; she gave it to God, undoing the stitching of sin which ran all the way back to the Garden. 

At Nazareth, at Bethlehem, in Egypt, at Cana, and beneath the bows of the Cross, her heart remained transfixed to the will of her Son. It was pierced by sorrow and yet never poisoned by bitterness.

This is why August offers us a practical devotion. A parish is renewed when its people learn to love with Mary’s Immaculate Heart. There grudges are surrendered, the lonely are noticed, the sick are visited, the Mass is treasured, and our Blessed Lord Jesus is obeyed even when obedience has a price. Devotion to Mary which does not make us kinder, braver, purer, and more faithful has not yet reached the heart, nor transfixed our hearts to Christ’s next to hers.

The Immaculate Heart is not a religious ornament. It is a heart on fire with love. Mary teaches us that holiness is not escape from suffering, but the offering of suffering to God until it becomes transfigured at the Cross into Charity. 

Stay close to the Heart Immaculate, and you will never be far from the Heart Sacred.

God bless, Mary keep,

Fr John
